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| Cams Suetonits T rauquilſus, 


AN 
ACCOUNT 


AUT HOOK 


kd) 


x dins Suetonins Tranquillus was a 
Roman born; his Father who 
call'd himſelf Suctonias Lene, 
(a Surname differing 1n ſound 
only from that winch his Son bore? being 
by extraction only an ordinary Gentleman 
of Roe, yet was preferr'd to the Tribune- 
{hip of a Legion by the Emperor Otho, 
whoſe ſide he took againſt Vite/;ys,Our Sre- 
tonizs was born about the beginning of the 


: Reign of Veſpaſiar, as may be collected 


from his own words (Vit. Neroz. c. It.) His 
firſt years in all probability he paſs'd at 
Rome; for he ſays, when he was a Youth 


' he remembers himſclf to have ſeen an old 


Man of Ninety infpe&ed in open Court 
whether he was circumciſed or not. 
A 2 Grown, 


The Life of the Author. 


Grown up to Manhood, he betook him- | 
ſelf to the Bar, where he practiſed with 7 
great Reputation 3 not but that he had a ' 
Tribune's Office given him, but whether ' 
it were that he hk'd not a military life, or 
that he underſtood not Martial affairs, he 
declin'd it and before he was muſter'd, by 
the means of his good Friend Pliny Secun- 
dus, who procur'd the place for him, he. 
got it to be transferr'd upon his Kinſman 
Ceſennins Sylvanus, In his pleading of 
Cauſes, it was a great hindrance to him 
that he was not the Father of Children ;_ 
there being a Law at Rowe, by which 
many Immunities and Privileges were 
given to {uch 3 ſome of theſe were, a free- 
dom from bearing any Office which re- 
quir”d perſonal Attendance 3 and a pre- 
ference at the Bar, that their Motion might 
be firſt heard; very confiderable advan- 
tages to one 1n his circumſtances. Now 
the Emperors had always a power of grant- 
Ng the like to thoſe who were childleſs; 
bat 1t being lookt upon as contrary to Law, 
T1rajan, who was an excellent Prince, be- 
{tow'd theſe favours very ſparingly, and 
would not exceed his number which the 
Senate had allow'd. In this caſe his old 
Friend Plzy ſolicits for hint, and that with 
{ucceſs 3 and becauſe his Letter to the Em- 
peror gives us a true Character of our 


Author, 


The Life of the Author. 


- Author, and is a great inſtance of the 
: ſtrict Friendſhip that was between them, 
* Pl endeavour with ſome licence to make 
- it Engliſh. 


Plin. Epiſt. lib. 10. KCV. 


$1 Rt, 

I have lately taken into my Acquain- 
tance Suetonius Tranquillus, a mar of 
great probity, honour and learning, allur d 
by the ſweetneſs of his Converſation, and 


' being much pleas d with the ſcope of his 


Studies ; and ſtill the nearer 1 approach and. 
the more I kaow him, I love him the better. 
He has not been ſo fortunate in his Mar- 
riage, but that the Privilege of three Chil- 
dren is very neceſſary to him in his buſineſs 
at the Bar, which in the opinion of his 


Friends he well deſerves. By me he be- 


ſeeches You would be pleaſed to ſupply what 


mis ll Fortune has denied him. I khaow, 
9rr, the high value of the favour I beg, but 
1 am begging of you, whoſe moft bountcous 
indulgence to all my Requeſts I have expe- 


riencds and you may gather with what 


earneſtneſs I deſire this, becauſe If I had 


beer cold in my wiſhes, I would have 


ſtaid till T could have askd it by word of 


m10uth, 


A. 3 Ty 
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To this Letter Trajan gave an Anſver | 
to the ſatisfaction or both Friends, con- % 
terring on Sretonizs the Privilege he de- | 
ſid. , After the death of Trajar, our Au- | 
thor was made a Secretary to the Emperor 
A4riay, who not much caring for his Em- | 
preſs Saving, ſeveral of his Courtiers took .. 
the kberty to flight and afiront her; a- } 
mong whom Septici: 7s Clarys and Suctonine | 
over-did the mat ter, and were thercfore * 
turn'd out of their places. This is as far | 
as we can carry the Riftory of our Author. | 
it remains that we [ay y ſomewhat concern- 
ing cither his Work "On his way of Wri- © 
Ling: And this wull belt be done by rect- 
ting the Opinions of Learned menin the 
Pont, © of whom Fiizy abovenam'd ought 
co be the firſt; who having in a Copy of 
V eelecp romicd to ſome Frieris of. his this 
York of Si ctorias, and he delaying the 
publication Oi It, in this Letter he urges 
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they ſhould enter an ATFion againſt me 
tor breach of my word, I deny not but 
that I am flow my ſelf in publiſhing any 
'thing; but you ontdo me by much in de- 
lays and put off 's. Therefore let's have no 
more of theſe rubs, or elſe have a care leſt I 
force that from you by ſome bitter lambicks, 
* which a ſofter and more kindly way of ver- 
'fefying could not procure. Your Work 1s 
: finiſh'd, and in all its parts accompliſh'd, 
' the farther applying of the File to 1t does 
not burniſh it any longer, but wear it. 
| Suffer me to ſee the Title, let me once hear 
of the publication of the Works of my dear 
Tranquillus. *T3s but reaſon that we who 
\e are Friends, ſhould mutually afford and en- 
'- joy all the pleaſures which we can contri- 
of bute to each other. 


- 'Twere a Soleciſm upon Learning and 
Ingenuity (one would think ) for any _ 
modern Encomuaaſt after this to exerciſe his 
pains upon this admirable Writer. Bu: 
there are thoſe of the higheſt Form who 
thought that he who wrote 1o as to be 
read: by all Poſterity, onght to be com- 
, mended by every ſucceeding Age. Hence 
1t was that hardly any Century pals'd with- 
3, out an applaule for cur Hiftorian, Flzvi- 
Ps Vopiſcus calls him a molt corre} and 
1: candid Writer : Sidonizus Apolliitaris iays 
| A 4 Te 
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he was inexpreſſibly fine, and Avſorima 
that he was extreamly elegant. After this 
St. Ferom (Epiſt. ad Defid. tom. 4.) pro 
feſfles himſelf to have made Szetorirs hi 
Pattern, when he wrote the Lives of thoſe 
Hlnſtrious men who ſucceeded the times off 
the Apoſtles: And Eraſmws in the name 
of the modern Criticks {hall give his Teſti 
mony, who ſays thus,: I ſuppoſe t is on al 
hands agreed among the Learned, that for 
what relates to the truth of Hiſtory, the firſt 
place is due to Suetonius, who, as one wittz- 
ly ſaid, wrote the Lives of the Ceſars with 


| the ſame liberty with which themſelves led 


them, And what greater thing can befaid 
of any Writer, *Mtythat P-7 loyd him, 
St. Ferom imitated hum, and Er?aſazwy high- 
ly approv'd him. 9 | 
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TWELVE CASARS. 


BOOK I. Julius Ceſar. 


_——_— 


Ertain Accidents that befel him when he 


Was young, Chap. I. 

His firſt taking up Arms and Progreſs 

in the Wars, C. 2, 3» 

His Accuſation of Dolabella, and Retirement to 
: Rhodes, C. 3» 
thi being _ by Pirates, ibid. 


Hs 
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His A&ions againſ# Mithridates, ibid. 
5 73 made a Tribune of the Soldiers, Chap. 4. 
A Queſtor in the farther Spain, C. 6. 


His return to Rome and the ſuſpicion he fell _ 


C. 7. and 
His Adileſhip, and varions Tranſafions therein, 
C. 9, IO, I1. 


His High-Prieſthood, © -33 
His Pratorſhip, I3,14, I5, I6. 
His Government of the Province of Spain, C. 17. 
His return to Rome, 1bid. 
His Conſulſhip, C. IS, 19, 20. 
His Marriage with Calpurnia, x 2 
His Government of Gallia, C30. 
His various Arts to conform and ſtrengthen his Power, 
C. 25. 24. 

His Atcheivements during the Nine years that he 
Commanded in the Prov Vince, "RTF 
The death of his Mother, Daughter and Neece, 
C. 20. 


His going about to alter the Government. 


Occafions given him through the Conſternation of the 
Senate, C36. 
His Munificence to the People and Soldiers, 1bid. 
His Arts to preſerve Pompey 's Friendſhip, and oblige 
all ſorts of People, 627. 
And Foreign Princes, C. 28. 


_ He baffles the Endeavours of the Mar _ to ſub- 


wert his deſigns, 28, 29. 
The Civil War. 
Cxſar aff into the nether Gallia, and calls a Coun- 


_ eat Ravenna, C. 3o-- 
The 


. 


o 
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The Pretences and Cauſes of the Givil War, ibid. 
His firſt taking up Civil Arms, and his croſſing 


Rubicon, Chap. 31, 3%. 
His Atchievements related in order, 6 344 36 
His overthrows receiv'd by his Lieutenant, c. 36. 
His five Triumphs, 6 ÞY 
His Liberality to his Soldiers and People, c. 35. 
His Spectacles of ſeveral ſorts, Cc. 39. 


His Reformation of the Government. 


He reforms the Calendar, Cc. 40. 
Supplies the Vacancies of the Senate, C. þI. 
And admits the People to ſhare in Eleftion of Magi- 
ſtrates, ibid. 
He takes care to repeople the City, & 4 
His Adminiſtration of Fuſtice, C. 43, 
He deſigns the Ornament of the City, and the enlarge- 
ment of his Dominions, Co 44 
His Stature, Complexion, and Curioſity 7 dreſ* 
ſing himſelf, _ 6... 4; 


His Habitation, aud neatneſs in his Houſe, c. 46. 
A great Purchaſer of Antiquities and hand{cm 

Slaves, | ( 6.4% 
Hw Entertainments, jl C. AS. 
Hs Chaſtity, k; C. 49. 
A great and expenſive lover of Women, & $0. 
He had to do with ſeveral Provincial Ladies, c.F1. 


His Abſtinence, | 6. 4 
His ays to raiſe Money, & TY 
Fs Eloquence and Military Skill, E: Sh 
His Writings, £55, $6. 
His Exerciſes and diſpatch, 6 36 
Whether more bold or wary, c. 58, 
No Admirer of Religious Ceremonies, c. 59. 
His methods in making War, Cc. 60. 

His 
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Els remarkable Horſe, Chap. 61. 
His Reſolution, c. 62, 63, 64.. © 
What Soldiers he made choice of, 6 "64. 
His love to his Soldiers, | c. 67. 

The Soldiers fidelity and reſpect to him c. 658. 
His Army never mutiny'd in Gaul. ce. 69.'] 
How he carry d himſelf toward thoſe that mutiny'd, | 

c. 70. | 
His F idelity to his Clients, c. TI.:| 
His Paſſion for his Friends, © FS: 
Forgetful of Revenge, | | 6 92.3 
His ris and Clemency, OS. 
The Cauſes of his Death, 36,99, 7%, 79:1 
The Number of Perſons engag'd. in the 4 | 

c. 80. 
The Prodigies preceding his Murder, c. ST. 
He z murder'd in the Senate, E. 62. 
His Will open'd and read, 6& v2: 
His Funeral, c. 84. 


The Fury of the Rabble againſ} the Conſpiraers | 
5- | 
Why he ſlighted the Preſages of his death and the | 


Remonſtrances of his Friends, c. 86. | 
His death ſuch as he defir'd, c. 87. | 
His Ape, | c. 88, 

The "_ ends of his Aſſaſſins, : #59. 


The ſecond BOOK. 
Ceſar Auguſtus. 


Ti Octavian Family and the Anceſtors of 


Auguſtus, Chap. 1, 2. 
Of his Fathoy Ocavius and his Actions, 6. 4:3 


His Death, Wives and Children, Ce. be | 


| 
| 


The Contents. 
The Place and Time of Auguſtus's Birth, Chap. 5. 
Cc. 6. 


The Place where he was nursd, 


His various Sir-names, E £ 
And Epitome of his Life, C. 
His return from Apollonia, c. 10. 
The War of Modena, ibid. 8&Cc: 
Of Philippi, | 6% 
Of Peruſium, c. I4, I5. 
Of Sicily, c. 16. 
Of Adctium, C.-19%, 38: 
Many Conſpiracies againſt him, c. I9. 
Provinces Conquer d partly by his own Conduct, part- 
ly by his Lieutenants, C. 20 IT. 
The Fame of his Virtue and Moderation among the 
Parthians, ibid. 
The Temple of Janus ſhut up twice, ibid. 
His Diſaſters and Defeats, 6. 3% 
His Reformations in Military Diſcipline, c. 23, 24. 
The Magiſtracies which he bore, C. 25. 
His Thirteen Conſulſhips, ibid.” 
| His Triumroirate for ten years, c. 26. 
| - His Tribunitian Authority, ibid. 
. | His Thoughts of reſigning the Republick, &c. 27. 
- His publick Building, 6. 238; * 
He divides the City into Wards, 6.2%; 
High ways by him repair d, ibid. 
And Temples repair d, ibid. 
His High-Prieſthood, and what he did therein, 
c. 30. 
He ſuppreſſes High-way Men and wiſits the Fails, 
6&4 
Suppreſs'd the New Colleges, 5619. 
Took away many occaſions of Law:-ſuits, ibid. 
He makes @ Reformation among the Fudges, and of 
the Laws themſelves, 1bid. 
His diligence in giving Judgment, "I - 


Some 
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Some Laws he revisd, ſome he made new, 


Chap. 33, 341 


The Senate reform'd, and varions Inſtitutions con | 


cerning the ſame, e. 264 
New Ofjces eretted, | e. 3% 
He rewards Military Worth, | 6.3% 
The Cuſtom of Tranſovetion reviv'd, ibid! 
Several Miſcellanite Inſtitutions of this Princ, 
His Liberality to all Orders, C. 40 
Flis F Tugality. 46 | 
The variety and Magnificence of his Publick 5 peers! 

cles, Cc. 42. 
His Orders about the Theatre, c. 43, 44 
His Government of Ttaly, c. 45. 
Of the Provinces, C. 46, 
Of Kingdoms and ally d Princer, C. 4. 
The diſtribution of his Military Forces, c. 48., 
His ſigning Diſpatches, mY 49, Fo. 
His Clemency, 51. | 
And Moderation. 6 3% $3, $4, $53 56. 
Highly below'd by the People, C. 57, $5, 59. | 
And by the Princes his Allies, c. 60}. 
His particular Condut} from bis  Wuthful years, 

c. 6L.| 
Hs Wives, Cc 0% | 
His Children, c. '64.| 
His Grand Children, | c. 64, 65. 
His Friendſhip, c. 66 
His Behaviour toward his Domeſtick Servants, 

C. 67. 
The Vices of his Youth, | " & 
Hu Adulteries, e. 69.| 
His Extravagant Supper, Cc. 70.| 
A diſquiſition into the  Aſperſions Inid upon him,! 
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His Continency and Frugality, Chap. 72. 
His Great Entertainments, Co 74. 
Upon Feſtivals and Holy-days, 6-74, 
Sparing in his Diet, 6. 76. 
No way addifted to Drink, e. TE 
His times of ſleeping, FINK: © 
His Shape and Lineaments, Cc. 79, $0. 
His Sickneſſes, 6: WB 
His care of his Health, Cc. BY. 
His Exerciſes, c 8% 
His Studies, 6 Bt 
His Writings, c. 55. 
His Stile, and care to expreſs himſelf, c. 86. 
Never Curious of his Orthography, c. 88. 
His addition to the Greek Learning, c. 89. 
His Religion, | Cc. 90, 9TI. 
His Opinion of the Auguries, 6. 
His obſervation of Foreign Ceremonies, c. 92. 
The Omens that preceeded his Birth, C. 94. 
Other Omens of his Grandeur, c. 95, 96. 
Owens preceding his Death, C. 97. 
His ſickneſs and the Cauſe of it, c. 98. 
His Behaviour during his ſickneſs, ibid. and c. 99- 
His Death, ibid. and 160. 
His Funeral Pomp and Conſegration, c. 100. 
' Hlis laſt Witl and Teſtament, e, 105; 
The third BOOK. 
Tiberius Nero Ceſar. 

THe Family of the Claudii, | Chap. T. 
C Their extraordinary Services to the Pub- 
EG -- 6 M 

Tiberius of the ſame Family, . . 


Hs 


-:: The Contents. 
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Hit\Fathtr, Chap. 4. 
The ba Time of his Birth, , 4 
Hes Infancy and Childhood, c. 6. 
His Youthful Manhood and his Wives, 6 F: 
His firlt Eſſays toward publick Buſiz:s, 68. 
His Military Atchervements, | " - 1 
Hy ſudden retirement and the Reaſons of it, c. 10. 
He lives privately at Rhodes, . C.. I. 
He deſires to return but is deny'd, ibid. 
He ſtays at Rhodes againſt his Will and in great 
Contempt, Cc. 12,13, 
His return after eight years, #04 
After his return he gives himſelf to eaſe and 
quiet, -& I'S. 
His Adoption, ibid. 
Elefted Tribune a ſecond time and Conquers Illy- 
ricum, | Cc. 16. 
He enters the City in a kind of Triumph, Cc. 17. 
He goes into Germany, Cc. 18. 
Reforms the Military Di{cipline, c. 19. 
He returns to Rome and triumphs, E. 20. 
He jointly adminiFers the Government of the Pro- 
vinces with Auguſtus, "1 

A ſecond Expedition into Vilyricum intended, but re- 
call d upon the Death of Auguſtus, 10.1, 
Auguſtus doubtful whether be ſhould leave 51:42 rhe 
Empire, :Did. 
He _ young Agrippa to Death, then publiſhes the 
eath of Auguſtus, 6 I's. 

He conwenes the Senate, 6 IT 
His diſſmmulation in refuſing the Title of Emperor, 
C. 24. 


The Reaſons for it, i 
He leads a Civil Life at firſt} TTY 4 
A great Enemy to Flattcry, j 5G 

Little concern'd at ſcandalous Refleffjons, &. 29. 


— 
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Tender in paying every man the Reſpect due to his 


ality, Chap. 29. 
a 'd to reſtore the Senate their Ancient Dignity, 
C- 30s 
He never complain'd when things were carry'd contrary 
to his Inclination, + 2 
He reprov'd ſuch Generals as fail 4 to adviſe the Se= 
nate of their Tranſaftions, Co 3@&o 


He aſſun!'d the Soveraign Power by degrees, Co' 33 
He retrenches the Expences of publick, fights, C. 3 4+ 


Several particular Ads of his Severity, Ce 35s 
He aboliſhes foreign Ceremontes, Co. 36 
He provides againſt Robbers and ſeditions, C. 37. 
He ſtirr'd not out of Rome in two years, Co I's 
He retires into Campania, Co 39. 
He withdraws to Caprez, Co 40s 
Grows Negligent of the Commonwealth, G42. 
He owns and pradtiſes the Vices which he had bY - 
ſemb[Fd, & 4% 
His Dehauchery with Women, w— & 4% 
A particular Abomination of bis, C. 44. 
His unnatural abuſe of IWomen, C44 
His Avarice. CG 400 
His Buildings, Cc 47+ 
His Magnificence in Publick, very rare, "© 46% 
His Iyuſtice and Rapine, C. 49, 
His hatred of his own Kindred, ESO. 
And of his own Mother, Ex : > 
He nenther lovd his own Son naw Germanicus, 
6 
His unkindneſs to his Daughter-in-law 2 grippins, 
C. . 
His Grand Children, © = <1 
Hi« advancing Flios Sejanus, C. 55s 


Hi: urkindneſs to his Grecian Companions, C, 56: 
Symptoms of his Critel Nature from bes Ghz dbod s. 57: 
A HH 
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His Afis of Cruelty afterwards, Chap. 58, 59, 6, 
Several other Inflances of his Cruelty and the —_ 

of his time, - C. 61] 
The manner of Druſus's death makes his Crxclty 1 

ſuportable, C. 62 
He is hated for his AGions, C. 6; 
His Daughter-in-Law and Grand Children travel i 


Chains, C. 6 
He defeats the Projes of Sejanus, C. 65 
Gall'd by the numerous reproaches heap'd wpon bin 

C, 66 
He expreſſes his Miſeries to the Senate, Ce > 
The deſcription of his Perſon, +: vt 6 
No great admirer of Religion, C. 6 
A Promoter of the Liberal Arts, G9 
He ſeldom us'd the Greek, Language, C. 71 
He never afſay'd to return bat twice to Rome duril 
his retirement, Ce « 
Hi tame Dragon, ibig 
Hy Death, C. 7i 
Omens preceding, C. 74 
The joy of the People up m his death, Cc. 7 
His two Wills, | Ce 76 


The fourth BOOK, 
£ Caeſar Caligula, 


gag the Father of Caligula, Chap. 1,2,3 
His death in Syria, 


His death imputed to Tiberius, C. 
Hzis Elogy, C, 
Belov'd of the People, Co. 4, 5,0 
His Wife and Children, Ce 1 
Caligula born, C+ 
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The Name of Caligula, whence, Chap. 59. 
His Childhood and Adoleſcency, C. 3s 
Symptoms of bis cruel and wicked diſpoſition, C. 11; 
His Wife Junia Claudilla, C. 125 
His attempt to remove Tiberius by Poiſon, ibid. 
He obtains the Empire to the, Wiſh of all Mankind, 
-.m 

The abſolute Management of Affairs is deliver'd into 
his hands, Co. I4s 


His ſickneſs and the Peoples diſtraftion upon it, ibid. 
His Popular infinuations into the Peoples affeGion, 


G I'S 

His moſt laudable Ac, C. I6, 
His Conſulſhips, GC. 17% 
His munificence to the People, the Senate and the 
Equeſtrian Order, C. 18, 
His Shews and Spedacles, C18, 19, 20; 
His StruGures, 6 30 
His Arrogancy toward Gods and Men, Co 22g 
His Pride and Conteinpt of his neareſt Relations, 
C33. 

His Inceſts with his Sifters and Proft#tution of them, 
&: 26 


His Marriages how contrafted and diſſolu*d, c. 25; 
His haugbty Carriage toward the Senate and others, 


Co 205 
His fierceneſs and cruelty, "IN 
His Barbarity, C.-2S1 
His Savage Expreſſions, C29, 20 
His wicked Wiſh. Co 30. 
His Inhumanity in the midſt of his Recreations and 
Teſts, C. 36; 34 
His embitter'd Malice and Envy againſt Perſons of all 
Apes, Co 34, 35+ 
He neither ſpar'd his own nor the Chaſtity of any » 
ther Perſon, | &- 36: 
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The Profuſeneſs of his Expence, Char, 37. 

His Rapine and Extortion, & 36,39. 

His Impoſts and Cuſtoms, till then new and al. Al of, 
bk 40, 47» 


He complains of his Poverty and is relievd, C43. 
His Ridiculous Expedition into Germany, C., 43, 
44, 45z 46. 
His care for the ordering of bis Triumph, G 47. 
His horrid deſign to have murder'd the Legions, 
Co. 48, 
His ſevere deeds and ſayings upon his return, Ce 49. 
His Perſon deſcrib'd, C. 5O, 
His extream Confidence and extraordinary fear C, SI, 
His Apparel and uſual dreſs, Co 52. 
What kindneſs he had for the Liberal Sciences, C. 53. 
What other Arts he praGis'd and affected, , C. 54. 
His extraordinary kindneſs to ſuch as he fanſy 4s 


5 3* 
The Conſpiracies againjt his Life, and laſt of Cuties 


herea, » 0s 
The Predigies that portenaed his Murther, 3, + M 
The time and manner of his Marther, C. 58. 
His ordinary Burial and the Murther of his Wife and 
Child, C. 59. 
The Condition of thoſe times, and an Obſervation of | 
the Name of Caius. C 60. | 


The fifih BOOK. 
Tiberius Claudius Cefar. 


& th He —_ of his Father, bis Atcheivements, 
= and the Honours done bim after bis death, 

Chap. I. 
4ve Firth of Claudius, and bis Namec, Co 2e 


His 
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His Childhood and Adolefcency, ibid, 
Deſpis'd for bis Stupicity, ' _. 
The judgmen: of Augutius concerning him, C6 
How he liv'd under Tibcrius, C.J. 6s 
How he liv'd under Caius, Co Fo 


The Emperor puts daily affronts #pon him, os 
No leſs threatn'd with ſeveral hazards of his Life 
and Honour, C25 
He aſcends the Throne by a Miraculous chance, C. To. 
Being come to the Empire, he ſtudies his own and the 
publick ſecurity, G16 
His Offices of Piety to Augultus, M. Antony, Libe- 
rius and others, | ibid, 
His modeſty in aſſuming grandeur to himſelf, C. 12. 


Favour'd by the People, ibid. 
Several Conſpiracies againſt him, Ce #3. 
His Conſulſhips, ; CG: Td 
His affiduity, yet unconſtant humour in hearing and 
determining Cauſes, C- b*; 
His Cenſorſhip and how he manag'd it, 6 23S 
His Expeditions, C.: 3% 
His Indutry to preſerve the City from Fire and 
Famine, C. I9, 
His Strufures and publick Works, C. 19, 20, 
His ſhews and Liberality to the People, CG: 31 
His Alterations in military Diſcivline and Civil Go- 
vernment, C. 22, 23, 24, 25. 
His Wedlocks, C. 26, 
His Chil:lren, Co 27. 
His demeanour toward his enfranchis'd Bondmen, 
C 2%. 

At 15e diſpoſal of his Wife and his Servants, C. 29. 
His Perſon and his Conſtitntion, C30, 3 be 
Magnificent in his Entertainments, Ce: 23 
His extraordinary Appetite, a, little ſleeper, but luit- 
ful toward Women, | Ce 33s 
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A great Gameſter, ibid. 
Of a crnel and bloody diſpoſition, Chap. 34. 
His extraordinary diſtruſt and ſuſpition, C 35. 
His dread of bare and idle reports, C. 36. 
The Cauſe of the death of ſeveral Perſons, &C, 37. 
His Choler and Paſſion, C. 38S. 


His want of conſideration and forgetfulneſs, c. 39. 
His wonderful careleſſneſs of what be ſaid or did, 


Co 4O, 
His addifion to Hiftory, and what Hiſtories he © 
wrote, 6 44- 
His veneration for the Greek, Lang ape, C. 42. 
He reperts bis Marriage with Agrippina, Co 43» 
His laft Will and Teſtament, C44 
His Death, Obſequies and Conſecration, Co 45» 
The Preſages of his death, C. 46, 


The fixth BO OK. 
Nero Cafar. 


F the Domitian Family and Family of | the 


” F#nobarbj, Chap. I. 
His Great Great Grand-father Cneus Domitius, 
Co 26 
The Son of Cneus the beſt of all the race, £3; 
He the Father of Domitius, Go 4 
Ibo begate the Father of Nero, in every part of his 
Life deteſtable, ©: to 
The Birth of Nero, Co G, 
What he was when very*young, | Co 7, 
He comes to the Empire at ſeventeen years of Age, 
and by what means, © 
He begins his Reign with a pretended Oftentation of 
Piety, C. 9. 


Farther 
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Farther Teſtimonies of bis Vertuous Inclinations, 


Chap. 10. 

His Sheovs an! Plays, c& 4, 
The Entry of Tiridates into the City, C8 
H:s Conjuulips, C. I4. 
His Adniriltration of Trice, Co I5. 
His new form of Building, C. 16, 
His way to prevent the forging of Deeds, G..3% 
His deſign to withdraw his Forces out of Britain, 
C. 18, 

His Progreſs into Foreign Countries, Ip 
His addiGion to Muſick , G-2300 
And Study of Applauſs in that Science, ibid. 
His Condeſcentions to fing and ai in pudlick, C. 21. 
A Paſſionate admirer of Horſes, 6-2 
His Ambition to be ſeen driving Chariots by the 
People, tbid. 
His Reply to a Grzcian that commended his Voice 
and defir*d him to fing, | ibid. 
He puts in at all Tryals of Skill, Co. 23s 
His ſubmiſſion to the Laws and Rules of Publick 
Meetings for Tryals of Skill, Co. 24s 
His return from O#ce, and his publick Entry into 
Naples, | 62% 
His frolicking and ſcowring about the Streets, C, 26. 
His Riot and Luxury, 6. x4 
His unlawful Pleaſures and Contaminations of mar- 
ry'd Women, G20 
His proſtitution of bis own Chaſtity, Co 29. 
His exorbitant Profuſeneſs, Ce 3Os 
His vaſt Buildings and other. Prodigious works, C. 31. 
His Kapine and Extortion, Ce IS 
His Parricides and Murders, C. 53, 


His Prafices againſt his Mother, whom he caus'd to 
be kiil'd, and view'd her part by part after ſhe was 
murther'd, Ce ' 340 
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The Horrers that ſeiz'd him after ber death. ibid, 


His Wives, Chap. 35: 
A Blazing Star portending his downfal z and the Con- 
ſpiracy of Pito diſcover'd, C. 36, 
He gives the full ſwinge to his Cruelty, A 
He jets Rome on fire, C. 36s 
Other Cal amities attending his Inhumanity, C. 39. | 
His patience tn hearing the Execrations and Reproaches | 
that were caſt upon him,  tbid, * 
The Gauls revolt under Julins Vindex, G* 4O- 
His ofcitancy and caveleſneſs upon the News of his 
approaching trouvles, ibid, - 
He returns to Ree, GC 41. 
His heart fails bim upon the news of Galba's re- 
volt, Co 4To 
His deteſtable Projets at the beginning of theſe Inſure 
reclzons, C. 43, 
He prepares to march againſt the Revolters, Co 44. 
Other accidents make for Nexo's overthrow, C. 45 
The Portents that preceded bis Ruine, C. 46. 
His behaviour upoa Intelligence of the Revolt of the 
reſt of the Arniy, C. 47. 


He retires to a Houſe belonging to bis enfranchis'd 
Bondman Phanus His behaviour there, C. 40, 49. 
Fe cuts his own # troat with the help of Epaphrodi- 


eus, 1019, 
Firs Fanera!, C 5O. 
Fis Stature ana Complexion, C. 5I, 
Flis Proficiency in Learning and Poetry, CG $2. 
iis aciight im peuiting and plaiſter of Paris work, 

643 

His afeGin to wriftling and the Gymnic Sports, 
EO ibid, 

His dcfgn to out-do Hercules, ibid, 
Ei aefign of introgucing Fiyeraulicks, Choraulicks, 
EC Co 54s 


} His 
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His Ambition of Fame and Immortality, Chap. 55: 


His Contempt of Religion, C. 56, 
The joy of the People upon the news of his death, 


& 439% 
The ſeventh BOOK. 
Servius Sulpitins Galba. 


T” Line of the Cxfars fails in Nero 3 the Sign 
that foreboded the þ evolution, Chap. I. 


Galba ſuccceds, CG h 
The Reaſon of the Sirname of Galba, 6: 
Galba's Anceſtors, :tbid. 
Galba when born ; his Childhood, and the Portents of 
hy grandeur, Go 4 
His Studies and Wives, C4. 
His Veneration for Livia, ibid. 
Hy honours both at home and abroad, C. 6, 
Hu Severity in Military Diſcipline, ibid. 
He Governs Africa with great Severity and Jaſtice, 
Co 7: 

He receives Triumphal Ornaments, and the honour of 
High-Prieſt a Third time, C. 8, 


How he liv'd for the moſt part under Nexo, ibid. 
He u ſent Governour into Spain, and the Prodigies 


that portended him the Empire, ibid, 
His Behaviour in Spain, C. 9. 
Fe hears of the Kevolt of Gallia, ibid. 


He aſcends the Tribunal, and is ſaluted Emperox 
and the order which he took for the management of 


bis Affairs, C. TO. 
He takes upon him the Title of the Roman Peoples 
General, ibid. 
The Heavens favour his deſigns, ibid. 
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His oe” are diſturb*d, and himſelf in great dan- 


ibid, 
The Rk of Vindex troubles him, but upon the death | 
of Neo he aſſumes the Title of Cxſar, Chap. It. 


He enters the City, not well receiv'd upon the report of | 


his Cruelty and Covetouſneſs, CG 13; 
How he govern'd the Empire, ibid, 


Govern'd bimſelf by three Perſons, C. T3, I4, I5«t| 


Diſguited by all the degrees and Orders of the Ro»! 
man People, and hated among the Soldiers, C, 16, 


The: German Army firſt revolts, ibid, 
He adopts Pio, C17, 
The Prodigies that attended his Exit, aq 
He gives Otho an Opportunity to accompliſh his En- 
terpriſe, C. Ig, 
He #4 murder'd, $26 
Hes Stature and ſhape, C. 2L. 
His common Cuſtoms and Inclinations, & 22. 


His Age, and the honours decreed him by the Se-- 
nate, C. 25 


The eighth BOOK. 
M. Salvins Otho, 


Is Anceſtors , and Father, _ Chap. 1,) 

His Nativity, and courſe of Life when young, 

Co Ui} 

How he liv'd under Nero, C. 3} 

He preſerves Poppza Sabina from Nero, but pres 7 

cheronſly, ibid. ' 
For which reafon he is ſent out of the way int 
Spain, ibid, 
To revenge himſelf he aſſiſts Galba, Ce + 
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[= | He concerves great hopes of the Empire ; upon the A- 
l. doption of Pilo, be betakes himſelf to Arms, 
h 


Chap. 5. 
» þ The courſe which he ſo took to obtain the Empire, to 
fi murder Galba, | C. 6. 
| His aftions at the beginning of his Reign, 6-3. 
.! The Ghoſts of Galba terrifie him, ibid. 
«| The beginnings of the Vitellian War, FA 9, 
- The Fidelity of the Pretorian Bands to him, ibid. 
, Otho's Expedition proſperous at firſt, Ce. 9. 
. - Overthrown at Bebriacum he reſolves to kill himſelf, ib. 
. His abomination of Civil War, Co I'S. 
The reaſon of bis reſolution to kill himſelf, ibid, 
- His laſt As and his ſelf-murder, "Hs > 
. Hjys form, habit and manners, Ce. 34 
» Hy death reconciled him to the good Opinion of the 

Soldiers, ibid, 


The ninth BOOK. 
Aulus Vitellius. 


He Original of the Vitellii, Chap. rx. 

- Hu Grand-father and his Sons, Quintus Pub- 
lius and Lucius, ibid. 
Lucius 2 great Flatterer, Cs. 3 
 Aulus Vitellius born, and bis Adoleſcency, G& 3 


f How he liv'd under Caius, Claudius and Nero, c. 4. 
* Honours heap'd upon him, and manag'd with diffe- 


' © rent deſign and Reputation, Co_ 5. 
' His Wives and Children, C.: 
' Sent anto the lower Germany by Galba, G&.% 
He courts the AﬀeGion of the Soldiers, and is ſalu- 
ted Emperor, z C+ SG. 


His 
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His A@s and Sayings in his March out of Germany 


to Romc, Chap. 9, 10. | 
He enters the City, and begins his Government 7gn0- 
miniouſly, & In; 
He zs govern'd by a Stege-player and @ Chariot- 
driver C 12% 
His wnſeaſonable Gluttony, | C-#3 
Flis Cruelty, C. Ia 
In the aghth Month of his Reign the Armies revolt, 
CG -3%s 
He defires to reſign the Empire, 5bi 
He ſend's to capitulate with the Enemy, ibid, 
He flies privately ont of the City, but returns a> 
gain, C T6; 
He is taken by the Enemies Avant-Cozrricrs, and ig 
naminiouſly ſlain, & 4% 
His Age and the Omen of bis fall, © 16 


The tenth BOOK. 
T. Fl. Veſpaſianus. 


()* the Flavian Family, Chap. 1, 
The Grand-father and Father of Vcſpafian,ibid, 
The Birth and Education of Velpaſian, pA 
His Employments, ibid, 
His Wives, Children and Concabine, 6 23 
How he liv'd under Claudius, & 4 
How nder Nero, _ - 


Made General of the War againſt the Jews, ibid, 


After the death of Nexo and Galba he conceives hopes | 


of ootaining the E mpire, & $% 
The Prodl; Tres that — *'d bim, Ibid. 


He ma? no attempt till importun 4 by his Friends, c. 6, | 


The Mz xi1an So!diers left him Emperor, ibid, 
The 
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The Legions ſwear fealty to him in Fgypt, Chap. 6. 
The whole Army does the ſame in Judea, ibid. 
The Civil War began he goes to Alexandria, C. 7». 


He goes ingognito to the Temple of Sexapis, ibid. 
He cures the blind and the lame, tbid, 
His Conſulſhib and Cenſorſhip, Ce Ss 
His care of the City, ibid. 
His StruCures., C. 9s 
He regulates the Adminiſtration of Tuſtice, C- 10. 
His reftraint of Debauchery, C. IIs 
He boaſts the former mcanneſs of his Condition, C. 12. 
Refuſes the Tribunitial Authority, ilbid. 
He allows his Friends the Freedom of Diſcourſe, 
6&2 
Newer reſented old Injuries, | C. 14 
He never puuiſh'd wittingly any Innocent Perſon, 
G 3% 
His Covetouſneſs, C. 16, 
Hu bounty and Liberality, Co £7. 


A great Encourager of Arts and Ingenuity, C, 18, 
Herevives the ancient Dramatick Kehearſais and Songs, 


C. I'vs 

His Feaſts and Banguets, "ibid. 
Hi Stature and Conſtitution of Health, C. 20, 
His method of living, C3 
His familiarity and F acetiouſneſs, C: 22. 
His Application of the Greek Verſes, Co.-23; 
His lequacity in Diſcourſe, ibid. 
His Ripartees, and Fokes, ibid. 
His death, C. 24, 
His Confidence of his own and the Nativity of bis 
Children, ibid. 


The 
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The eleventh BOOK. 
T. Veſpaſuan. 


Irus the Darling and delight of Mankind, 


Chap. 1, 

His Birth and Education, " 
The extraordinary Accompliſhments of his Body and 
Mind, Co 3ef 
His Firſt Services in War, C. 4 
He Commands a Legion in Judza, _ 


Sent to congratulate Galba, 
He is left to perfedt the Conqueſt of Judza and aB. 


Jeruſalem, ibid. | 
Suſpected of intending to revolt from bis F = 
ibid, 
He atis as a fharer in the Empire, C. 6,| 
He ſhews himſelf Cruel, ibid.! 
Obnoxiow for his Luxury and Luft, ts od 
Naturally a Perſon of great goodneſs, c. 8,| 
He takes pon him the Dignity of Chief Pontif, 
—— þ 
His kindneſs to his Brother, ibid. | 
He is taken ſich, ibid, | 
His death, | C- 10, 


The twelfth BOOK, 


Titus Flavius Domitianys, | 


- 
He: Birth of Domitian, Chap. 1, 
Hes Touth and Adoleſcency. 
His Expeditions, C. 2. 


His | 
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His Cuſtom of keeping himſelf private, Chap. 3. 


His SpeGacles and Shews, C 48 
A Dwarf ſtood alway at his Feet, * ibid. 
His StruGures and Reparations, AS, ” 
His Warlike Expeditions, "AY" * 
His alterations of the Common Cuſtoms, & 


His diligence in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice, c, 8. 
At the beginning of bis Reign Mild and Gentle c, 9. 


Afterwards moſt Cruel and Inhuman, C. IO, 
His cunning and ſurprize in bis Cruelty, C. IT. 
His ways to get Money, I2, 
From his Touth uncivil and diſobliging, JO and 
preſumptuous, C. 13, 
Colſpiracte againſt him, C- Ts 
His Fears and Fealouft Jes, ibid. 
He puts to death F. Clemens his Couſen-german, c. 15. 
The Prodigies portending his fall, ibid. 
He is variouſly terrifi'd and diſtraGed, Co I'6: 
The manner of the Conſpiracy and his death, c. 17. 
His Stature and Lineaments, C3 
He was impatient of Lahour, C. 19. 
He neglefted all manner of Liberal Studies, c. 20, 
His conrſe of living, C. 2Ts 
His great addiGion to Venery, Ca. 22. 
The Soldiers lament bis death, "& 22 
Domitian's Dream, G. 24. 
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JULIUS CASAR. 


Done into Ezeliſh by G. T. of 
©neen's Coll. Oxon. 


* - * 
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year of his Age at his Fathers Death, and 

the year following , being High-Prieft of - 

Fupiter Ele, he divorc'd Cofſutia, a Lady, 
not only of an Equeſtrian Family, but a very 
great Fortune, to whom he had been contracted 
during his Minority, and Married Cornelia, the 
Daughter of Cinua, who had born the Confu- 
late four ſeveral times. Of her, he begat his 
Daughter Fulia; nor could all the Arguments 
of Sy/z the Dictator , prevail upon him to part 
with her. Whereupon, being ſuſpended his Sa- 
cerdotal Dignity , and having both his Wive's 
Portion,and his own Paternal Eſtate ſequeſter'd, 
he was ſuſpected co incline to the Country Party ; 


LE IUS CeASAR was in the tixteenth 


* Inſomuch that he was forc'd to abſcond, and, 


though ſick of a Quartan Ague , was glad to 


fhitt his Quarters almoſt every Night, and to 
B 2 bribe 
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bribe the Meſſengers who were ſent to appre- 
hend him : ill ac laſt, through the interceſſion 
of the Veſtal Virgins, and of Mamercus Emili- 
2s, and Aurelins Cotta, his Kinſmen, he got his 
Pardon. It's reported for a certain, that, when 
Sylla had for ſome time obſtinately refaus'd to 
hearken to the Mediation of ſeveral of his inti- 
mate Friends, Perſons of great Worth and Ho- 
nour, and was at laſt forc'd to yield to their re- 
pzated Importunicies, he cry'd out ( whether 
by a kind of Prophetick Spirit, or meer Conje- 
&ure, who knows ?) Well then, take him among (# 
you ; but withal, let me tell you, That this Man, 
hom you would ſo gladly reſcue from the Hands of 
'Tuſtice, will one day ruine the Intereſt of the States 
Party, which we have hitherto joyntly defended ; 
for there are a great many Mari in one Cxlar. 

2. He made his firſt Campagne in 4/7, in 
quality of a Reformade, under the Command of } 
AM. Therms the Prztor ; by whom he was di- 
ipatch'd into Bithynia, to expedite the Sail of 
the Fleet, where his ſtay with Nicomedes occall- 
on'd the Report of his being that King's Proſti- 
tute ; which was ſhortly after confirm'd by his 
{udden return thicher, upon the ſlender Pretence 
of getting up a Debt, due to a Libertine, his ;| 
Client. Bur the ſucceſs of his other Adventures 
wiped oft that Aſperſion, and he behav'd him- 
{elf with fo much Gallantry at the taking of 
Mitylene , that Thermus did him the Honour to 
preſent him with a Civic Crown. 

2. He bore Arms likewiſe in Cilia, under 
Serwilizs T[auricas, but not long : For being fluſh'd 
with the News of Szl/a*'s Death, and the Hopes 
of bettering his Fortune, by the Diilention Lepi- 
das had rais'd, he repaired immediately to Rome: 


Yet 


Jurius Casar. 


Yet diſtruſting Lepides his Parts, and diſſatisfied 
with the Opportunity, which came not up to 
the greatneſs of his Expe&ations, he rejected all 
Overtures of joining with him. Beſides, after 
the Civil Heats were over, he impeached Cer- 
nclins Dolabella, a Perſon who had formerly tri- 
umplyd, and been Conſul, of Bribery and Ex- 
tortion, during the diſcharge of his Office, 
Who being acquitted, he thought fit to retire to 
Rhodes, as well to decline the Odium of an Evi- 
dence, as to ſtudy at his leiſure under that cele- 
brated Maſter of Eloquence, Apolionizes, the Son 
of Melon. In his Voyage thither, which hapned 
in the Winter-ſeaſon, he fell into the Hands of 
certain Pyrats, who cruis'd uyon the Coaſts of 
the Iſle Pharmacuſa, with whom he remain'd 
\ Priſoner near forty days, ia the greateſt huff 
and indignation imaginable, attended only with 
one Phylician, and two Valets de Chambre ; tor 
he had immediately diſmils'd his Fellow-travel- 
lers, and the reſt of his Retinue, to raiſe Money 
for his Ranſom : Fifty Talents were no ſooner 
paid, and he ſet on Shore, than he put to Sea 
again in purſuit of the Privateers, whom he took 
and executed, as he had often threatned them 
in raillery, whilſt he was yet their Prifoner. 
Mithridates in the mean time laying waſte the 
adjacent Countries, that he mighr not ſeem to 
fit idle and unconcern'd in that exigence of Ro- 
man Allies, he ſteer d his Courſe trom Rhodes, 
whither he was bound, for 4//a, where raiſing 
Forces, he drove his Deputy-Lieutenant out of 
the Province, and confirm'd ſeveral Cities in 

their Obedience, which were ready to revolt. 
4. When the People had made him Milicary 
Tribune, (the firſt Honour they conferr'd on 
B 3 him, 
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him, after his return to Rome) he ſtrenuouſly 
abetted that Party that was for reſtoring. the 
ancient Authority of the Tribunes, which Sy//a 
had mightily intrench'd upon. He likewiſe 
o2in'd the Point of recalling Lucizs Cinna, his 
Wives Brother, and ſeveral others of Lepidze his 
Adherents, who, after his Death, had fled with 
him to Sertorizs, by a Bill which Plotizs brought 
in, whom he himſelf ſeconded with an Ha- 
rangue to the People. | 

5. In his Queſtorſhip,he made his Aunt Fulia's 
and his late Wife Cornel:a's Funeral Orations, as 
the Cuſtom was; and in the Panegyrick upon 
his Aunt, gave this Account of .Hers and her 
Fathers Extraction by both Sides: My Aunt Ju- 
lia, by the Mcthers Side, came of Royal Blood, and 
by the Father's was related to the Gods themſelves ; 


for her Mother as of the Houſe of the Marcii, de- 


ſeended from Ancus Marcius, King of Rome ; 
and her Father was of that of the Jalii, ho ſprang 
from Venus, and of which we are a Branch. So 
that Kings, whoſe Perſons are Sacred, and they the 
greateſt of Men ; and the Gods, whom 2ve worſhip, 
ang in whoſe Hands are Rings themſelves, both con- 
cur to render our Family Great and Iluſtrious. At 
ter the Deceaſe of Cornelia, he married Pompezia, 
Q. Pempeia's Daughter , and L. Sylla's Grand- 
daughter ; whom he afterwards divorc'd, upon 
ſuſpicion that P. Clodizs had debauch'd her. For 
**was ſo confidently reported, he had acceſs ta 
her in Womens Habit, during the time of Pub- 


tick Worſhip, that the Senate order'd him to be. 


indicted for proftaning ir. 


6. Being named one of the Provincial Que-: 


Frors, or Treaſurers, his Lot fell upon the farther 


Spain ; where going his Circuit, in order to the 


ad- 
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adminiſtration of Juſtice, according to the Pre- 
tors Commiſſion, he came to Cadez, and there 
ſeeing the Statue of Alexander the Great in the 
Temple of Hercules, he fetch'd a deep ſigh, and 
as if ſick at the thoughts of his former ſluggiſh 
and unaQtive days , that he had done nothing 
memorable at thoſe years , in which Alexander 
had made himſelf Maſter of the Univerſe, he 
immediately petition'd for his Qujetzs, to wait 
the opportunity of ſhowing himſelf in the City. 
Beſides this, having dreamt the night before,that 
he had raviſhd bis Mother , and being told 'rwas 
a Preſage he would one day arrive at an univer- 
fal Monarchy ; fer that the Mother he dreamt of 
debauching, could be nothing but the Earth, the com- 
20n Parent of all, he began to think mighty 
things of himſelf, | 

7. Quitting therefore his' Office, before his 
Commiſtion was expired, he repair'd to the La- 
tin Colonies, who were at that time petitioning 
for their Freedom, and had certainly put them 
upon ſome deſperate Attempt , if the Conſuls 
had not aw'd him with keeping the Legions up 
in Arms a while about the City , which were 
deſigned tor Ci/ic;a. But for all this Diſappoint- 
ment, he continued ſtill to purſue yet greater 
Projects againſt the Government. 

s. For a little before he entred upon his e&- 
dileſhip, he was ſuſpe&ted to have been in a Con- 
tederacy with A. Craſſus (a Conſular Man) P. 
Sylla, and I. Autronins , who, after they had 
been elected Conſuls, were convict of corrupt 
canvaſing for Voices. The Deſign , it ſeems, 
was to. have ſet upon the Senate about New-years 
Day ; at what time , having aſſaflinated ſuch 
Members as they thought fitteſt to be taken out 
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of the way, Craſſzs was to uſurp the Dictatar- 
ſhip, and to appoint Czſar Deputy in his Ab- 
ſence; and the Common:-wealth, being new mo- 
del'd, after a Platform of their own, Sylla and 
Antronins were to be reſtored to their Dignity. 
Tanuſins Geminins makes mention of this Conſpt- 
racy in his Hiſtory ; 2. Bibulzs in his Edicts ; 


and C. C#rio the Elder , in his Orations 3 and | 


Cicero ſeems to hint at it in an Epiſtle to Az5,in 
theſe words ; Ceſar confirm'd himſelf in that Go- 
vernment during his Conſulſhip,which be had thoughts 
of 2hil#+ he 3vas yet e/Edile, or Surveyor of the 
Buildings. Tanuſizs adds farther, that Craſſas, 
Either through fear , or remorſe of Conſcience, 
abſenting himſelf the day on which the Mur- 
ther was to have been Executed, Cz/ar gave not 
the Signal agreed upon, which, as Cur: relates, 
was the throwing his Gown off his ſhoulders. 
The ſame Author, and 24. Aforivs Naſo report, 
he was in another Conſpiracy with Cnezs Pi/o, 
a young Gentleman , who was preferr'd out of 
courſe, to the Government of Spain , to baulk 
his Deſigns at home. Cſar was to carry on the 
Inſurrection in the City, and P;ſo in the Coun- 
try , by making a Party amongſt the Inhabi- 
tants of the other fide of Poe, and others upon 
the River Lambrus. But Piſo dying, the Project 
expir'd with him. Es 
9. In his e4ilehip, he beautified not only 
the Guild-Hall, the Hall of Ele&ions, and Courts ef 
Tudicature, but the Capitol, with Galleries, built 
there,only upon occaſion of ſome preſent publick 
Solemnities, to expoſe part of the Preparations 
in, when too large for the uſual places of re- 
ception. Hz entercain'd the People likewiſe with 
paiting of Wild Beaſts, and Plays, both in con- 
EFT Era junction 
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junction with his Colleague, and without him ; 
whereby he engroſs'd all the credit of their 
common expences; inſomuch, that his Brother 


' Bibulus could not but obſerve that he had much 


the ſame hard fate with poor Pollux ; for as the 
Temple erected in honour off him as well as of 
Caſter, bore only the name of the latter, 1o his 
Partner Ceſar carried away all the Glory of 
their joint Munificence. Beſides all theſe Diver- 
ſions, he gratified them with the Combats of 1e- 
veral Gladiators, though not in ſych numbers as 
he at firſt intended ; tor the vaſt multitudes of 
chem which he had got together from all Parts, 
having a little alarm'd his Enemies, they procu- 
r2d a publick Edict, to determine the number, 
which no Perſon in Town ſhould Jare to ex- 
ceed. 

10. Having thus won upon the Afﬀections of 
the Rabble, he endeavoured next, by the inter- 
eft of ſome of the Tribunes, to prevail upon the 
Commons, to ſend Forces under him into «#- 
£ypr, to quell the Rebellion there , expecting at 
that juncture, to have got a Command in his 
hand, that was out of courſe; the A4lexandrians 
having driven out their King , whom at that 
time the Senate had honour'd with the Title of 
their Friend and Ally ; an Infſolence that was 
generally ill reſented. But the States Party pre- 
ſently quaſt'd che Deſign ; and therefore, to 
give as great a blow at their Authority as he 


could 1n return, he repair*d the Trophies, erect- 


cd in memory of C. Maris his Victories over 
Fugurtha, the Cimbrians, and the Teutons, which 
Syla had demoliſh'd. Being likewiſe in Com- 
miſſion to ſit upon Life and Death, in all In- 
dittments of Murther , he ordered them to be 
7 ; equally 
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equally proſecuted with the reſt, who had re- 


TO, 


ceiv'd Moneys out of the Exchequer, for aſlafli- | 


nating ſuch Citizens as Syl/a had proſcribed, 
though his Laws . had particularly excepted 
them. 

11. He likewiſe ſuborn'd Evidence to ſwear 
Treaſon againſt C. Rabirizs ; by whoſe eſpecial 
aſſiſtance, the Senate had not many years be- 


fore repreſs'd the ſeditious practices of L. Satur- | 


711 the Tribune; and being appointed to try 
him, he was ſo eager upon his Condemnation, 
that nothing inclin'd the People more to com- 
miſeration in his Appeal to them, than the In- 
veteracy of his Judge. 

12. Having now laid aſide all hopes of Com 
mand in e£gypr, the next Office he appear'd tor, 


was that of High Prieſt , for which , he treated * 
and bribed at ſo extravagant a rate, that conſt * 
dering with himſelf, how much it had run him : 
in debt, he is reported to have aflur'd his Mo- 
ther, as he took his leave of her , that morning ' 
he went to the Election , that he would never ' 


1eturn againif he miſt it ; and indeed, he fo far | 


i SRL 3 


out-voted his two Competitors , men of great | 


intereſt, and who had the advantage of Age 


and Honour on their fide, that he had more + 


Voices even in their Wards, than both of them | 


had in all. 
13. The Conſpiracy of Cataline being diſco- 


ver'd whilſt he was Pretor, or Lord Chief Fuſtice, 
and the whole Senate unanimouſly reſolving to | 
put him and his Accomplices to death , he was | 


che only man who voted for their Impriſonment 
only, in ſeveral Market-Town Goals, and Con- 


fiſcation of Goods; nay, and fo far terrified 


thoſe who were for the rigour of the Law, by 
| | repeated 
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repeated repreſentations of the publick Odium 
they would draw upon themſelves for the fu- 
ture, that Decimns Silanus, Conſul Elect, becauſe 
he could not with honour flatly retract his Opt 
nion, thought fit however to explain himſelf in 
ſofter terms, pretending to have been miſunder- 
ſtood in what he had delivered. And he had 
certainly gain'd his point, having now made a 
conſiderable Party in the Senate ; amongſt the 
reſt, the Conſul Cicero's Brother , had not A. 
Cato's Speech recolle&ted the wavering Mem- 
bers, and encourag'd them to ftand by their 
former Votes. But for all this , he ſtill obſti- 
nately purſued his Argument , till the Guards, 
who.attended the Houle, threatned his Death, 
coming in, and bearding him with their naked 
Swards, pointed ſo near his Breaſt, that they 
who ſate next him, were forced to quit their 
Seats, and a few Friends ſaved him at laſt with 
much ado, by interpoſing betwixt the Souldiers 
and him ; which Atrempr upon his Perſon, not 
only skared him into a Compliance, but made 
him abſent from the Houſe the' remainder of 
that year. 

I.4. The firſt day he enter'd upon his Pretor- 
ſhip, he convened Q. Catulus beiore the People, 


; about the Reparation of the Capitol, having 


firſt publiſhed a Bill to be paſs'd for transferring 


that Charge upon another. But finding him- Pompeyj 


{elf unable to grapple with the joint intereſt of 
the Grandees of the State, who waving the uſual 


- Complement of an Honorary Attendance upon 


the new Conluls, flock'd in great numbers into 
the Court, with vigorous Reſolutions of oppo- 
ſing him : He ler this Cauſe fall to the ground 


likewiſe. 


15. More- 
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15. Moreover, Czcilins Metellns, one of the | 
Tribunes of the People, propounding ſeveral ſe-. 
ditious Bills to be paſs'd into Laws, notwith:- | 
ftanding the Proteſtations of his Colleagues to !. - 
the contrary, he abetted him with ſo much zeal . ' 
and ſtiffneſs, that they were both remov*d trom | 
their Employs by Order of the Senate, in open | 
contempt whereof, he continued ſtill in the Ex- | 
ecution of his Office , till ſeeing he ſhould be 
obliged to deſiſt by force of Arms, he retired at | 
laſt privately home ; where, diſmifling the Li- | 
&ors, and laying aſide his Robes, he reſolved | 
to acquieſce as the Times ſtood. About two : 
days after, he appeaſed the Rabble, who, re 
{orting to him in numerous Crowds , of their . 
own accord, proffer'd , in a tumultuous man: / 
ner, to ſtand by him with their Lives and For: | 
tunes, if he pleas'd to aſſert. his Authority ; an 
A& 1o ſurprizing to the Senate (aflembled in 
great haſte upon that Riot) that they order'd' 
him the Thanks of the Houſe by ſome of the 
principal Members ; and having calPd him into, 
the Court, and highly extoll'd him for the Ser- : 
vice he had done, repeal'd the former Decree, | 
and reftor'd him to his Place. | 

16. He run again another Risk, from an In: | 

formation given in againſt him to Nowizes Niger | 
the Quzſtor, by. L. Vettins , and another exhibi--| 
ted to the Senate, by Q. Curizs , who both ac: : 
cus'd him of being an Accomplice in Cataline's | 
Confpiracy. Curins (who being the firſt Diſco- | 
verer, was order'd a publick Reward) ſwore, he ! 
had it from Cataline's own mouth, and Vertimn | 
promiſed them to produce his own Hand for't, 
ro the ſame Catalize. Ceſar highly reſenting 
this, d-fired the Conſul Cicero would declare, F | 
| Cf - 
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| longer Purſe, and himſelf the greater Intereſt, 


TJurius Cax8ar. 
he had not formerly made ſome voluntary Dif: 
covery of the Plot to him ; by which means, he 


; - baulk'd Curizs of the Recompence decreed him ; 
. ' and as for Vettizs, after he had been forc'd to 


give Bail, had his Goods diſtrain'd, and was al- 
moſt torn in pieces in the Popular Aſſembly, he 
threw him into Priſon, and Nevins the Queſter 
with him, for prefuming to call a Superiour 
Magiſtrate before him. 

17. Now that his Pretorſhip was expir'd, and 
having the Government of the farther Spain al- 
lotted him, he was forc'd«o fatisfie his Credi- 
tors with good Security for their Moneys, and 
immediately after , againſt all Law and Prefi- 
dent, ſet forward on his Journey, without any 
Orders or Inſtructions from the Senate ; either 
out of the apprehenſions of ſome Action to be 
brought againſt him, now that he was out of 
his Office, or that he might the Gan expedite 
that Relief which the poor Inhabitants, Roman 
Allies, had inſtantly requeſted. Having ſetled 
Aftairs in the Province, he never ſtaid the Ar- 
rival of his Succeſſor, but repaird with equa! dif- 
patch towards Ree , in order to his Triumph 
and Conſulſhip. Orders being iflued out for 
the Election, he could not poflibly be admitted 
to ſtand, unleſs he entred the City as a private 
Perfon ; a Point wherein he earneſtly preſs'd 
he might be diſpens'd with ; but meeting with 
numerous Oppolers, he was forc'd to wave his 
"rr Triumph, leaſt he ſhould loſe the Con- 
ulſhip. 

IS. L, Lucizs and 1M. Bibulns being his two 
Competitors for the Place, he ſided with the 
tormer, upon theſe Terms, That he having the 


he 
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he ſhould defray all the Charges of the Ele&ion 
in both their 'Names. The Grandees under- | 
ſtanding this, and imagining he would ſtick at 
nothing, when once arriv'd at the top of the 
Government, eſpecially in conjunction with a 
tame and complying Colleague, put Bibu/zz up- 
on the ſame Offers, to which ſeveral contribu: | 
ted, Cato himſelf being of opinion, that Lar-| 
gefles at that juncture were for the Intereſt of 
the Commonwealth ; fo that Cz/ar and Bibulw 
were created Conſu!s. Out of the ſame Deſign! 
of curtailing his Authority, the Nobility made 
it their Buſineſs to put them upon mean and in- 
conſiderable Employs, as the Care of Woods 
and High-ways ; ſo egregions an Afﬀront, that 
it put him upon courting Powpey's Friendſhip by 
all the good Offices imaginable, whom he knew 
to have been diſguſted at the Senate, for having. 
delay'd the Ratification of what he had decreed 
his Soldiers, after his Victory over Mithridates : 
He likewiſe reconciled Craſſzzs and him, who 
had been at odds ever ſince their Confulſhip, | 
which they had jointly manag'd with great! 
Heats and Animoſities, and enter'd into League 
with them both, that nothing of Publick Cor | 
cern ſhould be tranſacted , without the unanr ' 
mous Conſent and Approbation of all Three. 
I9. After his Advancement to the Conſulate, 
he was the firſt that order'd a Journal of the, 
Tranſa&tions of both Senate and Pcople to be | 
taken and publiſh'd. He reviv'd ikewiſe an arr | 
tiquated Cuſtom , that in thols Months the 
Bundle of Rods and Axes were not in waiting 
upon him, an Accenſzs, a fort of Baylifferrant, | 
or Cryer, ſhould go before him, and the Lifers | 
or Serjeants follow after. The — 
: Ccing : 
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being promule'd; and his Colleague proteſting 
_— it, ng gh him out of the Guild-hall by 
force of Arms; which he complaining of the 
next day to the Senate, and no Man daring to 
propoſe ſo notorious a Riot to be debated in the 
Houſe, nor move for Satisfaction to be made 
him, as had been the conſtant Practice upon 
ſmaller occafions, he laid it ſo deeply to heart, 
that he ſculk'd at home ever after, never oppo- 
ſing him but by his Edids, during the whole 
courle of his Conſulſhip. Froni this time he 
had the Government wholly in his own hands, 
which gave occaſion to ſome Wits of the Town, 
when they witnels'd any Deed or Writing, to 
date it in Raillery, not hen Ceſar and Bibulas, 
but when Fulizrs and Ceſar ere Conſuls, putting 
the Name and Sirname of the one for them 
both ; and a little after this libellous Diſtich was 
diſpers'd, 


Bibulms ! who's he ? He ne'er was Conſul here, 
For Ceſar atted ſclely all the Year. 


20. He divided the Common of the Srellates, 
which the old Romans had devoted to Religious 
Ules, and the Territories of Campania, left as a 
Subſidy to the Publick Stock amongſt Twenty 
thouſand Citizens, who fhould have Three or 
more Children apiece, without the uſual way 
of Diviſion by Lots. He ſtruck off the Far- 
mers of the Publick Revenues, petitioning for 
an Abatement, a third part ,of their Rent ; 
openly adviſing them withal, not to out-bid one 


another ſo extravagantly for the future. He be- 


ftow'd all other Boons and Gratuities as he 
thought fit, nemine contradicente.; or if any one 
endeayour'd 
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 endeavour'd to oppoſe him, he was preſently 


terrified into a Compliance. He commanded | 
a Serjeant to take Cato by force out of the 
Courc, and commit him tor endeavouring to 
ſtop his Proceedings. He threatned to lay ſuch 
things to Lucullxs his Charge, who had argued | 
briskly againſt him, that for fear of the worſt, | 
he was glad to caſt himſelf at his Feet and beg | 
his Pardon : And Cicero, having but in one of 
hisPleadings lamented the badneſs of the Times, 
the lame day at three a clock he tranſlated P., 
Clodizrs, his Enemy, from a Patrician to a Ple- 
beian Fainily, which himſelf had long ago ur: . 
{ucceſsfully attempted : And to give one com: 
pendious Blow to the contrary Faction, he fub- 
ord Vetrizs to ſwear, That fome of them had 
ſolicited him to murder Pompey, and to accuſe 
them in the Popular Afſembly : But one or-two 
of the pretended Criminals being diſcharged, 
and the Project looking like a Sham , he de- 
ſpair'd of Succeſs ; and, to prevent blabbing, *tis | 
thought, poyſoned his Evidence out of the way. | 
21. About the {ame time he married. Caf - 
purnia, the Daughter of LT. Piſo, who was to 
ſucceed him in the Conſulſhip, and beitow'd 
his Daughter Jia upon Pompey , having di- 
vorc'd her from her former Husband Serwilzs 
Cepio, one who had ſtuck the faſteſt ro him of 
all Men living, in his late Diſpute with Bibuizs. | 
Afcer this new Alliance wich Pompey, he did him | 
the honour of asking his Vote firit in the Se- 
nate, which he had done to Craſſ»s before : It 
being the Cuftom to obſerve the lame Order 1n 
raking the Votes all the Year round, with | 
which the Cor/#] began at the Opening Ot rhe 


Sefions on New-years day. _ 
| 22. Now 


| ,ving ſpent three days in Debates which came to 
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22. Now by the Intereſt of his new Father; 
and Son-in-Law, he made his own choice of a 
Province, which was Gaul, looking upon it as 
a Place whoſe Advantages would afford him 
the faireſt Opportunities of, and Matter for 
Triumph. Ae firft indeed his Commiſion ran 
only for Ciſalpine Gaul, with the additional ac- 
els of Myricum, which was confirm*d to him 
by the Vatinian Law : But the Senate fuperad- 
ded Tranſalpine Gaul , to get the ſtart of the 
People, who, they imagin'd, would confer it 
upon him if they deny*'d it; which ſo exalted 
him, that he could nor forbear {waggering a 
few days after in a full houle, telling them,. He 
had now compaſſed his Ends, in ſpite of his 
diſconſolate Adverſaries, and would certainly 
run them down for the future ; to which one 
of them giving this biting Anſwer, | 
* That it would be an hard tack for a * Alluding to the 
Woman: Ay but (replied he, withour Ari of bs beingNi- 
any ſeeming reſentment at the Re- prog "0 "On 
flexion) 1 bave heard of one Semira- 
' | mis Queen of Allyria, and they ſay the Amazons; 
. formerly made themſelves Miffreſſes of a conſideras 
ble part of Aſia | the leſs. ] © 

23. After he was out of his Conſulſhip, C. 
Aemmins and Lucius Domitizrs, who at that time 
were Pretors, reporting the (legal Conſular) Acts 
which had paſs'd the Year betore, he ſubmit- 
ted to the Cognizance of the Senare : But they 
being ſhie of moving in the Buſineſs, and ha- 


No iſſue, he went for Gau/, when immediately 
after, one who had been his Queſtor in the 
Conſulate, was found guilty of certain Delin- 
quencies, which might ſerve as a Precedent for 

| his 
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his Condemnation. A. little after this, he was 
impeach'd by L. Antiſiizns Memmins, Tribune of 

the People ; but, by an Appeal to the relt of 

the Fraternity, gain'd this Point, That he ſhould 

not be brought to Tryal whillt abroad upon the 
Publick Service. Theretore, the better to ſe 

cure himſelf for the furure, he made it his buſt 

neſs to ingratiate and keep in with the Annual, 
Magiſtrates, and to engage his Intereſt only 

for thoſe Competitors who would promile to 

ſtand by him in his ab/ence ; wherein he was fo 
infinicely ſcrupulous, that of ſome of?! 2 he 
required the Solemnicy of an Oath,” 

and Seal too, for his Security: 

2.4. L. Domitins, who appear'd next for the 

S Conlulfhip, having openly threatned, 

* Tn the Report Be That though Ceſar had * baffled him 
made of the As which hilſt he was but Pretor , yet he! 
Caſar paſſed in his . : ” 3 1K; 
Conſulſhip. © would be even with him when Con 
ful, and turn him out of his Con-! 

mand of the Army. He prevaild with Craſſ 

and Pompey, whom he had invited to Luca, a 

City within the Territories of his Province, to 

tand again for the Conſulſhip, to put Demitin 

by, and to move for the renewal of his Con 
miſton Five years longer , and ſucceeded in 

both. Upon the ſtrength whereof, he took the. 
confidence to encreaſe the Forces with which 

the State had intruſted him, with ſeveral Legr 

ons rais'd at his own Charges; amongſt which 

was one made up of Tra»ſalpine Gauls, and call'd 

by a Gazliſh name, Alauda, ( or the Creſted Legion) 
whom, having firſt train'd up in, and civiliz'd 

with the Military Diſcipline , and other Cu- 

fttoms and Ulſages of the Romans, he made free | 

of the City. From this time he neyer baulk'd| 

any. 


y 
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any Occaſion of making War upon Confede- 
rates, as well as Enemies or Barbarians, with- 
out the leaſt regard to the Juitice of, 'or the 
Danger that might attend the Action : Info- 
much that the Senate had once refolv'd to de- 
pute Commiſſioners into Gau/, to inquire into 
the State of Afﬀairs there; and ſome of them 


 yored down-right, that he might be deliver'd 


up into the Enemies Hands. But Succeſs wait- 
ed {o conſtantly upon all his Enterprizes, that 
he had oftner, and more days together, ſct 
apart for Solemn Thankſgiving, than ever any 
one before him. 


25. The great Exploits he perform'd during 


his Nine years Command in Gaz), are theſe. 

2 reduc'd all that Trad of Ground which 
lies betwixt the Pyrenzan Hills, the Alps, the 
Mountain Gebenna, the Rhine, and the Rhoſne, 
Three thouſand and two hundred Miles in cir- 
cumference, beſides ſuch Towns as were Con- 
tederate, and had deſery'd well of him, into 
the form of a Province ; upon which he laid 
an Annual Tribute of 40000000 


17 


* Sefterces, He was the firſt Rowan * Taking a Roman 
that, building a Bridge over the Sefterce for 2 d. which 


Rhine, ever attack'd the Germans be- 


it amounts to within 
half a Farthing , the 


yond the River, of whom he ſlaugh- Reader may eaſily at 
rer'd moit prodigious numbers. He bis leiſure reduce this, 


invaded the Britains alſo, unheard of © 91 «f following Sums, 
to the Engliſh Stan= 


in former Ages, whom having ſub- 
du'd, he laid Contributions upon, 


and forc'd to give Hoſtages for ſecurity of their .* 


Allegiance. He met but with three Checks in 


| this whole Career of his Viories : Firft, The 


loſs of almoft his whole Fleet upon the Coaſts 


' Oi Britain; Secondly, The oyerthrow of a whole 


G 2 Legion 


ys 
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T egion before Gergovis in Gaul : And laſtly, The | 
in{idious Defeat of his two Lieutenants, 7:turizs | 
_ and Auwrunculeizs, upon the Frontiers of Germany. , 
26. Whilſt he acted thus abroad, he loſt his | 
Mother, his Daughter Ful;s, and his Grand! 
daughter at home. Amidſt which Misfortunes, | 
the Murder committed upon the Perſon of} 
P. Clodixs {cared the Commonwealth into thoſe! 
trigheful Apprehenfions, that the Senate reſol- ] 
ving to elect but one ſingle Conſul, and pitch} 
ing upon Pompey for the Man, he prevail'd with} 
the Tribunes, who had delign'd him tor his Col-+ | 
league, to put the Pebple upon palling an 46. 
co enable him to ſtand the ſecond time for the: 
Conſulate in his abſence, whenſoever his Com: 
miffion for the Government of Ga! ſhould be 
near expir'd; leſt he ſhould be oblig'd to lay; 
down his Arms upon that occaſion, before he; 
had compleated his Conqueſts. And now pro; 
poling vaſter Projects to himſelf, and with fark i 
er hopes of Succeſs than ever, upon carrying; 
this great Point, he was never wanting to any; - 
Man in acts of Bounty and Beneficence, both- 
publitk and private, to gain a Creature. He. 
began the Structure of a Forum (a fort of Square: 
or Piazza) with Moneys rais'd out of the Spaik. 
of his Enemies, whoſe very Area, or Ground 
plot, ſtood him in above an hundred millions dl 
Seſterces. He promis'd the People an Enter 
tainment, and a Sword-play, in memory of hs' 
deceas'd Daughter ; an Honour never done: 
Woman before : And highly to enhance thei 
ExpzQations of both, he not only employ'd the 
Publick Cooks and Victuallers in the 'Tow!, 
but private Houſes, to make ſuitable Preparatt” 


ons for the former : And if at any time the Spe” 
ator 
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 &ators ſignified their diſpleaſure at an eminent 


Gladiator, whereby his Life was in danger, he 
commanded him to be took away by force, and 
reſerv'd for an Ornament to the latter. He 
would not ſuffer the young Men, who were to 
be trained up in thoſe Exerciſes , to be taught 
either in the publick Schools , or by profeſs'd 
Maſters of Defence, but in Private Houſes, by 


- Reman Knights, and ſuch Senators themſelves, 


as were skiltful at their Weapon, begging them 
(as is ſtill evident from his Letters) to dilcipline 
and inſtrut them themſelves He order'd his 
Legions double pay for ever, and as oft as Corn 
was plenty, diſtributed ic amongſt them with- 
out ſtinting them to their uſual allowance, and 
now and then gave ſome particular men Slaves, 
and whole Farms. 

27. To retain his former Friendſhip and Al- 
liance with Pompey, he made an Overture to 
himof his Siſters Grand-daughter, Ofawvia, mar- 
ried to C. Marcellus, on condition he would be- 
ſtow his Daughter upon him, who was promi- 
led to Fauſtus Sylla, In order whereunta, he 
gratified all Pompey's Friends and Acquaintance, 
as likewiſe a conſiderable number of Senators, 
with the loan of Moneys upon little or no in- 


tereſt ; and nobly preſented all others, whether 


Gentlemen or Plebezans, who came to wait upon 
him, either upon his invitation or their own ac- 
cord, not oyer-looking their very Freemen and 
Slaves, according as they ſtood in the opinion 
of their rs{pe&ive Lords and Patrons ; No Cri- 
minal, Priſoner for Debt, or young Bankrupt 
Debauchee of the Town , could ſooner apply 
themſelves to him, than he reliev*d chem ; un- 
cls perhapsthe greatneſz of their Crimes, Debts, 

C 2 ar 
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or Debaucheries, non-plus'd the utmoſt extent | 
of his affiftance : For ſuch deſperado's, he usd 
to lay, muſt make their Fortunes by a Civil War, of 
nothing. 

25. Nor did he with lefs induſtry and applt- 
cation, ingratiate himſelf with Foreign Princes 
and Provinces ; preſenting ſome with a thou- 
ſand Captives, and ſending others Auxulary! 
Forces, whither , and as often as they pleas, 
wichour leave of either Senate or People : Be 
ſides the ſtately Fabricks wherewith he beauti 
fied the Cayital Cities of Ia!y,Gaul, Spain,Greece, 
and 4/2; till aclaſt all people being ſtrangely 
amazed, and conſidering with themſelves what 
-mighr be the drift and defign of theſe proceed- 
ings, M. Claudizs Marcellzs, the Conſul, having | 
in the Pretace to his Edict deſired to confſuk : 
with the Senate, about a concernment of the 


 higheft importance to the Senate, propoſed the 


nomination of a Succeſlor to Ceſar , betore his 
Commiſion expired ; for thar the War being 
ended, and a Peace ratified, the conquering Ar- | 
my ought to be disbanded ; and farcher moved, 


thar he might not be admitted as-Candidate at 


the Ele&ion of Conſuls in his abſence ; ſince 
Pompey's E.aw , which had made: no particular 
proviſion for him in that caſe, was not atter- 
wards corrected by decree of the People, bur by 
his own, infiznificant, Authority : For it fo hap- 
—_ that making aLaw concerning the regu- 
lation of Magiitrates, he forgot to except C/ar 
out of that Article, which excluded all in gene- 
ral that were abſent from appearing for thoſe 
honourable Offices, which he afterwards took 
our and amended, when it had been formerly 
pais d, ingraven-in -2 Copper Plate, and __ 
ET | oy ſite 
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ſited in the Treaſury, Nor was Marcells con- 
rented thus to ſtrip him of his Government, and 
the late ® exemption the People hal _. 
> From the Law 

granted him, but mov*d that thole | ,:; 11.75 0 ah- 
Colonies, or Planters, he had ſent to ſent verſons from ſtands 
Nowum Comun, by virtue of the Vati- ing for the Conſalſhip- 
zian Law , might loſe their Entran- 
chiſement, as being granted them merely 
through his ambicion , and in greater numbers 
than the Ad allow'd of. 

29. Czſar netled at this, and conſidering (a 
*tis reported he has been often heard to ſay.) 
That if he were once degraded from the firſ# of the 
three Eſtates to the ſecond, he might much more ea- 
ſily be debaſed from that to the meaneſ? of all ; uſed 
his utmolt endeavours to ſtem the Tide, partly 
by the proteſtations of the Tribunes againſt the 
proceedings , and partly by the interelt of Ser- 
virs Suipitirs-, the other Contul. The year at- 
ter, C. Marcellns, who ſucceeded his Couſin Mar- 
cas in the Conſulſhip , driving on the ſame de- 
ſigns againſt him, he won Paxlus e/Emilins, his 
Colleague , and Coins Curio , the hotteit of all 
the 'Tribunes, with immenſe gratuities, over to 
his party. But perceiving thac the ſtream of the 
Houſe notwithſtanding ran violently againſt 
him, and that beſides the Conf{ils Ele& were of 
the oppoſite Party , he humbly requeſted the 
Senate by Letter, either to confirm the Peoples 
F grant to him, or to oblige the other Generals * gf capaci- 
to quit their Commands as well as himſelf; not rating him 
doubting, as *tis thought, but he could eafllier, '? ſtan for 
at his pleaſure, rally up his ' veterane Troops, Bip _— 
than Pompey his new; and would gladly have abſznce. 
come to this Accommodarion with his Adver- 
faries, that disbanding eight of his Legions, and 
4. Icaving 
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leaving the Government of Tranſalpine Gaul, he | 
ſhould be permitted to keep up two , with the 
Province of Ci[alpine Gawl, or at leaſt oneLegion 
with 7lyricum, till ſuch time as he ſhould be crea- 
ted Conſul. 

30. But the Senate not intermedling, and his 
Enemies refuſing to accept of terms from a par- 
ticular Subje& in a publick concern, he pals'd - 
into the nerher Gay! , where having finiſh'd his | 
judicial circuit, he took up his Quarters at R-. 
perna, with this reſolution , that if the Senate 
ſhould be ſevere upon the Tribunes, who & 
{pous'd his quarrel, he would revenge theirs by 
force of Arms: And this is the grand reaſon, 
he pretended, for that Civil War which enſued, 
though ?tis thought there were others at the bot: 
tom. Pompey was of opinion, that nor finding 
himſelf in a capacity to finiſh thoſe vaſt piles of 
Building he had already begun, nor able, with - 
his own Purſe, to anſwer thoſe vaſt expectations , 
he had raiſed in the People, of the great things 
he would do at his return , he reſolved to in- 
volve all in one common confuſion, Others 
fay, he was afraid of being call'd to an account, 
for what he had ated in his firlt Conſulſhip a 
g2inſt all Law , Religion, and Remonſtrances 
to the contrary : A. Cato having frequently pro- 
teſted and ſworn , he would immediately im- 
peach him upon his laying down the Command 
of the Army ; and beſides, it was the talk of 
the Town, that if he returned without the cha- | 
racer of General,he would be Tryed, like Mo, 
with a Guard about him : Which opinion I ra: 
ther incline ta, from that paſſage of 4/inius Pol- 
lo, who reports that Czſar, obſerving the great 
laughter and defeat of the Enemy at che Bartel 
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of Pharſalia, let fall this Expreſſion : Well, they 
may thank themſelves for this : C. Czar had been 


condemn'd, forſooth, after all his great Atchieve- 


ments, had he not begg'd the Aſſiftance of bis Army. 
Some indeed think, that being long uſed to 
command, and finding the Odds on his own 
ſide upon a Computation of his own and the 
Enemies Forces, he took that occaſion of rifling 
the Government out of their hands, which he 
had had an eye upon even from his greener 
Years : Which ſeems alſo to have been Cicero's 
Opinion, who reports in the Third Book of his 
Offices, That Czſar would be often repeating a 
Diftich in Euripides, which the Orator tranſlates 
thus : 


Nam fi violandum ef} jus, regnandi gratia 
Violandum :t ; alizs rebus pietatem colas. 


At ſmaller Games you may a Conſcience make, 


But *tzs all Nonſenſe when a Crown's the Stake. 


Upon notice, therefore, that the Remonſtran- 
ces and Arguments of the Tribunes were 
thrown out of the Houſe, and they fled the 
Town, he order'd his Forces to march private- 
ly before-hand, whilſt he himſelf, to take away 
all occaſion of ſuſpicion, went to ſee a publick 


Shew, far a blind, eat in publick, as he us'd to. 


do, and talk*d of nothing but the Model of a 
Fencing-School he deſign'd ta build there. Then 
immediately after Sun-ſet, clapping into his 
Chariot a pair or two of Mules at hand ina 
neighbouring Bakehouſe, he ſet forward on his 


journey, with as much privacy and as ſmall a 


Retinue as he could; and when, upon the go: 


ing 
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ing out of his Torches, he had loſt his way, 
and wandred all night, at length, about break 
of day, having got a Guide, and lighting from 
his Chariot, he travell'd chrough narrow by- 
ways on foot, till he recover'd his "Troops on 
the Banks of Rubicon, the Boundary of his Pro- 
vince; where making a pauſe, and reflecting 
upon the greatneſs of the Enterpriſe now be- 
fore him, he turn'd to thoſe about him with 
theſe words ; 7ell, we may retreat yet ; but if we 
once paſ's that little Bridge there, we muſt ſtand to 
our Arms. | b7y 

32. Whilt he ſtood in this ſuſpence and 
anxiety -of thought, all on a ſudden appear'd 
to him a proper comely Perſon, fitting hard 
by, and playing upon a Pipe ; to hear whoſe 
Muſick, when, beſides Shepherds, ſeveral Sol- 
diers, and amongſt the reſt ſome Trumpeters, 
teft their Ranks and flock'd about him , he 
inatch'd a 'I rumpet out of one of their Hands, 
and ſprang to the Water-ſide, founding a mighty ' 
ſhrill Charge quite over the River ; at which | 
Ceſar cry'd out, Come, march on then, ſince the 
Gods and our rigorous Enemies will have it [6. 

3. And ſo having paſt over his Army, and 
deſiir'd the Tribunes, who had fled thicther from 
Rome, to ſtand by him, he made an Oration ar 
the Head of his Troops, imploring their Fide- 
lity with 'Tears in his Eyes, and his Garments 
rent about him. There went a Report like- 
wile, that he promis'd to give them all Knights 
Fees ; but it hapned through a miſtake : For 
having trequently ſhewn the Ring-Finger on 
his Lett Hand in his Addrefles to them, proteſt- 
ing he would willingly ſtrip himſelf even to 
that Badge of his Honour, to gratifie any Man 
| | wha 


% 
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who ſhould affift him in afferting his Honour; 
the remote part of the Audience, who could 
ealilier fce his Geſtures than hear his Voice, 
imagining he had ſpoke what their own Eyes 
only dictated, preſently gave out they ſhould 
be each Man rewarded with the Honour of the 
(Gold) Ring, and 400000 Sei7erces. 

24. Take this ſummary Account of his ſub- 
ſequent Exploits in their order. He polleſs'd 
himſelf of Picenum, Umbria, and Etruria; and 


L. Demitirs, who in the Heats and Animoſities 


of the Houſe had been eleted his Succeſlor in 
his Province of Gaul, and commanded the Gar- 
rifon in Corſmium, being forc'd to a Surrendry 
and diſmilt, he march'd ftraighe along the 
Atdriatick Coats to Brunduſium,whicther the Con- 
fuls and Pompey had fled, with delign to im- 
bargue the firit opportunity. Here he made 
vaſt Worlsz to block them up in the Har- 
bor, but ſucceeding not in the Acrtempe , dire- 
&ed his Courſe for Rome, where having advis'd 
with the Senate about the important Aﬀairs of 
the State, he went for Spain, againſt the moſt 
puiilane and formidable of all Pompey's For- 
ces, under the Command of three Lieutenants, 


 M. Petreis, IL. Afranius, and M. Varro; decla- 


r18g 4 little before, in company of ſome of his 
Friends, that He was now going to engage an Ar- 
my without a General, but at his return ſhould have 
a General indeed, but without an Army to encoun- 


ter. And though the Siege of Marſeilles, which 


ſhut her Gates againſt him in his March, toge- 
ther with an extraordinary ſcarcicy of Corn, 
retarded the Progrels of his Army, yet he con- 
quer'd all betore him in a ſhort time. 


” 
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25. Aﬀter this Expedition he return'd to | 
Rome, whence he advanc'd towards Macedonia, ; 
againſt Pompey himſelf, where having hemmi'd 
him in, and beſieg'd him with moit prodigious 
Works in his own Camp, for near Four months . 
together, he gave him art lait a total Defeat at , 
the Battel of Pharſalia, and puriu'd him into 
Alexandria, where finding him baizly murder'd . 
by Prolemy , and the ſame treach-rous Deſigns | 
laid againſt his own -Perſon, he fought him, } 
though under the greateſt diſadvantages of | 
Place and Seaſon imaginable : For *twas now : 
Winter, and he deſtitute of all manner of Ne- : 
ceſſaries, within the Bowels of a wz2ll-provided 
and induſtrious Enemy, whom when he had? 
conquer'd, he beſtow'd the Command of the - 
Kingdom upon Cleopatra and her younger Bro- 
ther, not daring to make it a Province, leſt 
falling at any time into the Hands of a hot and 
turbulent Governor, he miglit be tempted to 
rebell. From Alexandria he paſs'd into Syria, . 
and thence into Pontxs, upon frequent News | 

_ brought him, that Pharnaces, the Son of ith 
ridates the Great, fluſh'd with repeated Succeſs, 
had taken the opportunity of the Roman Civil 
Wars to fall foul upon them ; whom having 
routed in one fingle ſet Battel, within Five days 
aſter his arrival, and Four hours that he came 
in ſight of him, he often commemorated the 
Felicity of Pompey, who had got the Reputation 
of 1o great a Soldier, from the eaſie Conqueſt 

_ of ſo impotent an Enemy. After this he over- 

_ threw Scipio and Faba, who were rallying to 
gether the Remains of Pompey's ſcatter'd Troops , 
in Africa, and Pompey's own Sons in Spain. 


36. He 


- 
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26. He never was worſted through the whole 
courſe of the Civil Wars, but in his Lieutenant- 
Generals; amongſt whom C. Curio was defeat- 
ed in Afric, C. Antonius was taken Priſoner in 


Illyricum , P. Dolabella loſt his Fleet upon the 
Coaſts of the ſame, and Cr. Domitins Calvinzrs 


his Army in Pontzs. Succels was ſo conſtant 


an Attendant upon his own Banners, that he 
never diſputed it with any hazard but twice ; 
once near Dyrrachium , where Pompey having 
forc'd him to give back, and not following his 
Blow, he declared he knew not how to make 
a right uſe of a Victory : Another time, at the 
laſt Battel he fought in Spain, where the Extre- 
mities he was driven to, put him once upon the 
deſperate Reſolution of laying violent hands 
upon himſelf. 

237. When the Wars were at an end, he had 
the Honour of Five ſeveral Triumphs, Four 
whereof were folemnized after Scipio's Defeat, 
within the ſpace of a ſingle Month, but at the 


diſtance of ſome Days; and the laſt after his 
+ Conqueſt of Pompey's Sons. The firſt, and moſt 


magnificent, was that for the Vidtories he ob- 
tain'd over the. Gauls, the next for that in 
e/£gypt, the third for that in Ponrxs, the fourth 
for that in Afric, and the laſt for that in Spain, 
difterent from each other in their Pageantries 
and Properties. Riding along a Place in Rome, 
called YVelabrum, on the day of his Gallick Tri- 
umph, he had like to have been overturn'd by 
the breaking of the Axletree of his Chariot. 
He mounted the Capitol by Torch-light, Forty 
Elephants carrying Flambeaus on each fide. 
Amongſt the Ornaments of his Poxtic Triumph 


was this Inſcription, I came, ſaw, overcame; * | 


expreſling 
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exprefling, not as was uſual in other Motto's 
the memorable Exploits done in the War, but 

the Expedition of the Victory. | 
38. In lieu of Plunder, he gave all the In- 
fantry of his Veterane Legions (beſides the 
| Two thouſand SeFferces at the beginning of the 
* According War) * Twenty thouſand, and the Cavalry 
to the Fudi- Borty thouſand apiece. He afligned them Te- 
wo: wo nements too, but not contiguous, leſt any of 
; the Owners ſhould be ezeted. He gave the 
People, belides Ten Buſhels of Corn, and as 
many Pints of Oil, Three hundred Se/ferces a 
Man, which he had promis'd them long before, 
and upon that conſideration added an hundred 
apiece more for Intereſt. He remitted a Years 
Houſe-rent to thoſe Inhabitants who fate at 
Two thouſand SeFFerces' per annum in the City, 
and the like to thoſe who paid Five hundred 
in the Country. To all which Acts of Libera- 
lity, he fuperadded a publick Entertainment, 
and a Diſtribution of raw Fleſh ; and upon his 
Conquelt in Spain, two Dinners: For thinking 
the firſt coo mean, and unworthy a Perſon of 
his Generofity, five days after he provided a 
fecond , much more ſumptuous and ſplendid 

than the former. = 

39. He entertain'd the People with great 
variety of Shews and Divertiſements ; ſuch as 
che fighting of Prizes, Stage-plays acted in dit- 
terent Languages, and in every Quarter of the 
City ; the Sports and Paſtime of the Circys ; 
Sea-fghts, Wreſtling, Racing, &c. Furizns Lep- 
7:nz5, Who was deſcended of a Pretorian Fami- 
ly, and Q. Calpinrs, formerly Senator, and 
Pleader at the Bar, tought a Prize in the Fo- 
rum: Young Princes irom Afis and Bithynis 
danc's 


age 
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danc'd the Antick War-dance. Amongſt the 
reſt of the Stage-plays, was the ſmutty Farce 
of Decimus Laberins, a Roman Knight, which he - 
acted fo comically , that he beſtow- | 
ed the Dignity of the * Gold Ring,and * The Badge and 
500000 Seiterces upon him,fo that he Eftate of « Roman 
| paſsd immediately irom the Stage, yrs £2,” ), Fae 
| co one of the fourteen Seats or Box- graded himſelf. 
| es, reſery*d for Perions of that Qua- 
lity. In 6:der to the better performance of the 
Circen/ſran Games, he enlarged the Circxs every 
way, and ſurrounded it with a ſmall Canal : 
Here ſeveral of the young Nobility ſhew*d their 
Addreſs in Vaulting, and driving Chariots with 
two or four Horſes apiece. The Ex- - 
erciſe calld * Troja was perform'd  _* The Repreſentation 
by two Troops, the one of elder, f wrongs wherein 
and the other of younger Gentle- penn ra Dy 0 
men. There was baiting of Wild 
Beaſts five days together ; and laſt of all, a 
| kind of Pitch'd Battel betwixt Five hundred 
Foot, Twenty Elephants, and Three hundred 
Horſe on a ſide; the Goals being removed to 
make room for the Combatants, and two op- 
polite Camps 1et up in their ftead. The Wreſt- 
lers, Racers, &c. exerciſed for three days toge- 
ther in a Place prepar'd on purpoſe for them 
in the Camps Martins : A Sea-fight was repre- 
, ſented ina Canal cur in the leſſer * Codera, by + , piece o 
ſeveral welk-mann'd Gallies of Tyre and e/Zgypr, Ground on 
with two, three, and four Pair of Oars apiece : the other 
All which Publick Shews drew ſuch a vaſt Con- {ide of Ty- 
flux of People from all Parts, that conſiderable *** 
numbers of Strangers were forc'd to lodge in 
Fents and Hurts in the Streets and High-ways ; 
and ſeveral were beaten down and ſmother'd 
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in the Crowd, and, amongſt the reſt, two Se- 


nators. 
40. From theſe Divertiſements he betook 


himſelf to the Settlement of the Government; 


where firſt &t-all he reform'd the Calendar, . 


which the Chief Prieſts had ſo confounded by 
their irregular and extravagant interlocution of 
Days, that neither the Harveſt fell out in Sum- 
mer, nor the Vintage in Autumn. He accom- 
modated the Year to the Courſe of the Sun, 
making it to conſiſt of 365 Days, and taking 
away the Leap-Month, inſerted a whole Day 
in every fourth Year ; and that a more exact 
Computation of Time might be deriv'd down 
to after Ages, reckoning from the Calends of 
Fanuary, he put two Months betwixt November 
and December ; 1o that the Year this Regularion 
was made, conſiſted of Fifteen Months with 


the Leap-month , which tell in that Year on 


courle. 
41. After this he filld up the Vacancies in 


the Senate, made new Patricians, augmented 
the numbers of Pretors, e/Ediles, QuzFfors, and 
of more inferior Magiſtrates , reſtor'd thoſe 
whom the Cenſors had remov'd, mulaed, or 
degraded, or whom the Judges had convicted 
of corrupt and illegal canvaſing for Offices. 
He admitted the People into a Copartnerſhip 
with him in the Power of electing all Magt- 
ſtrates, except Conſuls, of whom they nomi- 
nated one half, and he the other. He uſually 
declared his Men by little ſhort Billets, which 
were diſpatch'd to every Ward, and ran thus : 
Cxſar the D:& ator, to this or that Ward : I recom- 
mend theſe Perſons to you, that by the copcurrence 


of your Voices they may be admitted to ſuch and ſuch 
Offices. 
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Offcec, He reinſtated the Children of ſuch as 
had been proſcrib'd, in a Capacity of bearing 
Places of Honour. He reſtrain'd the hearing 
of all Trials to ſuch of the Judges as were ei- 
ther Knights or Senators, ſupprefling thoſe of 
the Third Order, the Tribunes of the Exche- 
quer. He numbred the poorer fort of People 
in an unuſual Place, Street by Street; and in as 
unuſual a manner, by their Landlords ; and re- 
duc'd the 320000 who receiv'd Allowances of 
Corn out of the Publick Stock, to 150000 : 
And to prevent all ſuch Concourſes of People 
as might at any time ariſe upon occaſion of 
theſe Reviews, he order'd the Pretors to fill up 
the dead Places every Year by Lot, with ſuch 
Perſons as had not before enjoy'd that Privilege. 

42. For the better Peopling of the City, 
which was pretty well drain'd by the tranſpor- 
tation of Eighty thouſand Inhabitants into Fo- 
reign Colonies, he made a Decree, That no 
Citizen betwixt Twenty and Forty years of 
Age, unleſs ſworn a Soldier in the States Ser- 
vice, ſhould abſent himſelf above Three years 


.together out of 7aly ; That no Senator's Son 
ſhould go a travelling, unleſs in Quality of a 


Companion to a Magiſtrate ; and, That all 
Graziers ſhould have at leaſt a third part of the 
Keepers of their Cattel Freemens Sons. He 


made all Phyſicians, and Profeſſors of the Libe- 


ral Arts, that were in Rome, free of the City, 


both as an Encouragement to them to live 
there, and as an Inducement tg others to reſort 


thither, and partake of the ſame Privilege. Con- 
cerning Bankrupts, who had frequently impor- 
tun'd him for Letters of Prote&ion, which they 


hop'd for in that Junure; he came at laſt to 
| DD this 
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this Reſolution, That they ſhould fatisfhie their 
Creditors according to the Rates-they purchas'd 
at before the Troubles, deducting what had 
been either paid, or {et down to them for Inte» 
reſt, out of the Principal ; by which means the 


Creditors were forc*d to forego almoſt a fourth ., 


part of their Debts. He diflolv'd all Companies 
that were not of ancient date, and ſet higher 
Penalties upon Criminals than had been tor- 
merly inflicted ; for the Rich Men amongſt 
them being encourag'd in their licentious Exor- 
bicancies, becauſe they could fave their Eſtates 
by a voluntary Exile before Sentence, he made 
a Law, That Murderers ſhould forfeit all, (as 
Cicero informs us) and lefſer Delinquents half 
their Patrimony. 

43. He was wonderfully induſtrious and ſe- 
vere in the Adminiſtration of Juſtice; degraded 
even Senators themſelves, convict of Bribery or 
Extortion ; nulFd the Marriage of a Gentleman, 
who had formerly been Pretor, becauſe he mar- 
ried a Woman within two days after ſhe had 
lett her former Husband, though there was re- 
ally no ſuſpicion of Diſhonefſty in the Cale. 
ie laid Impoſts upon Foreign Commadities, re- 
{train'd the uſe of Sedans, Purple Garments, 
and Jewels, to certain Perſons of ſuch an Age, 
and on ſuch Days only. He was particularly 
ſtrict in putting the Sumptuary Laws in execu- 
con : For, the better to repreſs all extravagant 
Entertainments, he - not only diſperſed ſeveral 
Clerks of the Market up and down the Butcher- 
rows,. to ſeife all ſuch Proviſions as ſhould be 
{old contrary to'Law, 'and bring them to him; 
but now and then'fent Sefjeants and. Officers 
under-hand into private Hobſes, wich Orders to 

| take 
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| take away the Meat off the very Tables, which 


| ſhould chance to have eſcaped the diſcovery of . 


his Overſeers. h | 
44, And now new Projects began to grow 


; and multiply upon him every day, as well for 
' the Convenience and Ornament of the - City, 
| as for the Preſervation and Enlargement of his: 


| Dominions. He defign'd in the firſt place to 
have erected ſuch a Temple to the Honour of 


Mars, as the World had not yet ſeen : In order. 


| whereunto, he' purpoſed to fill up and level the 
' Lake wherein he had exhibited his Sea-tight : 
: After which he intended a moſt noble and 
| ſpacious Theatre near the Tarpeian Mountain, 
| deſign'd to abridge the confus'd and :im- 
; menſe Body of the Civil Law into a Colle 
| Aion of the beſt and moſt neceſſary Statutes ; 
| to build moſt ſtately Libraries tor Greek and 
Latin Authors, which M. Varro was to procure 
| and digeſt ; to drain the Marſhes of Pomptina ; 
to let out the Lake Fucins ; to make a. Cawley 
from the Adriatick Coalts, along the Ridge of 
the Apennine Hills, as far as Tyber ; to cut through 
(the Corinthian) Ithmus ; to repreſs the Daci, 
who had made Inroads into Pontrs annd Thrace ; 
and aiter that, to war upon the Parthians by 
invading the lefler Armenia, not intending to 
come to the deciſion of a Battel, without ſome 
| previous Experiment of their Strength 'and 
; Proweſs : But Death came and blaited all theſe 
| grand Deſigns, which before I relate, ict may 
' not be improper to give you a ſ1mmary Ac- 
count of his Perſon, Carriage, Attire, Manners, 
and Exerciſes, Civil as well as Military. 
las 4 . Hes reported to have been a call proper 
+ LCrIO 


n, of, a fair Complexion, clean Limb'd, 
D 2 pretty 
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an healthful Conſticution ; only in the decline 
of his Years he was apt to ſwoon away ſud! 
denly, and to be terrified in his Dreams ; beſide | 
two Fits of the Falling-fickneſs , which ſeiz'd; 
him in the very heat of Buſineſs. He was {of 
ſcrupulouſly neat and curious about his Body,f 
that he not only us'd to clip and ſhave clofe,buty 
fo pull up the Hairs by the Roots, as fome gave} 
out againſt him. His Baldneſs was a great gric 
vance to him, having often been play'd upon]. 
for it; and therefore to conceal it as well as he 
could, he would always comb his Hair EG 


from the Crown of his Head: And of all theþ 
Honours done him by the Senate and Peopl;, 
none was ever more graciouſly receiv'd , of 
more willingly made uſe of by him, than thi} 
Privilege of conſtantly wearing a Laurel Gar 
land. Beſides this, he was, they ſay, ſingular in! 
his Garb, wearing his Senators ſtudded Coatj 
with Sleeves down to, and fring'd about his; 
Wriſts, girt round him conſtantly , but very 
tooſly ; which gave occaſion to that Caveat 
Sylla, who frequently warn'd the Grandees 0 
the State to beware of that Lad who went ſo il 
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girded. 


46. He dwelt firſt in an ordinary Houſe i} 
the Street Subura, whence he removed, after hi 
entring upon the Pontificate, to one of th: 
great Halls belonging to the City in Vie Sacri 
Several Authors inform us, he was a great Ad} 
mirer of Neacneſs in his Houſe, and his Enter! 
cainments. Having one time, at a vaſt Es 
pence, built him a Noble Country-houlſe, fron! 
the very Foundation, in the Nemorenſian Teri 
tories, he pulld it down to the Ground again; 

becaub 


| becauſe it did not exactly hit the Model in his 
. Fancy, tho he was at that time low in Ui 
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World, and in Debt. He had always amongſt 
his Carriages, in his Expeditions, a parcel of 
ſmall iquare pieces of chequer'd Marble,co pave 
the Floor of his own Tent with. 

47. The hopes of a great Prize of Pearls 
drew him into Great Britain, whole Weight he 
would ſometimes compare, as well as their 
Bulk. He was always wonderfully curious, and 
gave any Moneys towards the compleating his 


. Collection of Jewels, Pieces of Thrown Work, 


Statues, and Pictures, with other Originals and 
Maſter-pieces of Antiquity. He purchaſed gen- 
tile handſom Slaves, fuch as were not yet bro- 
ken by Labour and Toil, at Rates he was 1ſo 
aſham'd to own, that he would not ſuffer them 
to be entred amongſt his Accounts, | 

48. He. kept two conſtant Tables during his 
Command in the Roman Provinces ; ane for: his 
inferior Dependents, and the Gracians ; another 
tor the more Honourable Romans in his Train, 


and the Gentlemen of the 'beſt Quality in the 
Country, He kept 1o ſtrict and ſevere a hand 


over his Domeſticks, in the more minute as well 


as greater Concerns of his Family, that he 


Clapt Irons upon a Baker, for having laid his 
Gueſts coarſer Bread than himſelf; and put 
one of his Gentlemen to Death, otherwiſe his 
peculiar Favorite, for debauching a Roman 
Knights Lady, without any farmal Complaine 
made againſt him. 

49. Nothing ever refle&ted upon his Chaſtity, 
but his Familiarity with Nicomedes ; a deep and 
indelible Blot, that expos'd him to the Wit and 

| 2 Raillery 
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Raillery of every Man. Not to mention thet 
known Paſquil of Calvzs Licinins, 


— Whatere Bithynia 
And Czlar's great Gallant enjoy'd. 


Nor the Libels of Dolabella ard Curio the Elder ; 
wherein'the former calls him the Queens Cuckols ! 
maker, and the Kings Bed-fellow who laid next th 
Wall: And the latter Nicomedes his Stable, and 
the Bawdy houſe of Bithynia. To omit likewiſe 
Bibalns his Edias, wherein he publickly 1tiÞd} 
him @Queer of Bithynia ; declaring, He once ow'd a | 
King ſo well, that he bad now ſet his affettions up 
a Kingdom. About this time 2M. Brutrs tells us, | 
there was one O#avizes, a prating Fellow, whok: | 
: tongue uſually got the ftart of his wit, who ha- | 
ving, before a great Company, treated Pompey | 
with the Title. of King, ſaluted him by that of | 
. Qteen : Nay, C. Memmins charges him to have | 
ferved Nicomedes in” quality of Cup-Bearer, a: | 
monglt other overgrown Pathics, in preſence of ! 
ſeveral Factors of Rowe then at Table, whom he | 
'names : And Cicero not content to have aſlerted 
:infomeEpiſtles of his; that the Spark who ſprang | 


from Yen forſooth, being conducted by ſome ' 
-of the Guard into the Kings Bedchamber, was | 


there clothed in Purple , laid upon a Bed of | 


Gold, and defloured in his blooming years; | 


cook yet farther occaſion to reflect ſeverely up- | 


on him, when in his Plea before the Senate far | 


Ni:ſa,(Nicomedes his Daughter) chancing to com- | 


: memorate the good offices that King had done 
-him, he cut him ſhort, No more of that let me beg 


You, Sir, 2e all know very well what has paſſed be- 
twixt you to; And to conclude this remarque, 
27 = — che | 
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the Soldiers , who attended his Chariot in his 
Gallic Triumph , amongſt other merry Songs, 
uſed upon ſuch occaſions, had this noted Lam- 


lef 


Poon UP : 
od Gallias Czlar ſubezit, Nicomedes Czfarem : | 
1 , - Eece Cxiar nunc triumphat, qui ſubegit Gallizs L 
þ |  _ Nicomedes non triumphat,qui ſubegir Cxlarem? 
A Czſar Frecame the Gauls : the mighty thing 
"I: It ſelf turn'd back to great Bithynia's King. 
2 Czſar triumphs: And why not He much more, 
h Who proſtrate laid the huffmg Conqueror 2 
6. | F | | 
4 50. He is generally reported to have been a 
| great and expenſive Lover of Women, and to 
, | have debauched ſeveral Ladies of good quality ; 


ef as Poſthumia, the Wife of Servins Sulpitins , Loliia, 
' Gabinias's; Tertulla, Craſſis*s; and Mucia, Pom: 
pey's : For T am well atſured both the Cario's, 
:{\ Father and Son, beſides ſeveral others , upbrai- 
| ded Pompey, that the extrawagancy of his ambiticn 
|} JJhould ever mduce bim to marry the Daughter of that 
| man, for whoſe intimacy with bis Wife , after he 
'j bad got three children of her, he was obliged to di- 
wvorce her, and by whom , in the height of his reſent- 

' aaents, he had frequently acknowledged himſelf to 
| bave been cuckolded. But his greatelt paſſion was 
' for Serwilia, the Mother of Brutrws , whom, in 
| his late Conſulſhip, he preſented with a Jewel 
that coſt him ſixty hundred thouſand Seſterces ; 
beſides other conliderable boons during the Ci- 
vil War, and particularly the cheap and eaſie 
purchaſe of ſeveral noble Farms expoſed to pub- 
lick fale. Moſt people being furprized at her 
good bargain, Cicero quibbled upon't , ſaying : 
. D 4 They 
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They would reckon it a better Ptunyworth , if they 


knew that Tertia was dedudta , a third part of | 
that low rate abated, or (as the words tacitely | 


intimated) that Servilia had proſtituted her Daugh: 
ter Tertia to Cziar's embraces, as was then gene- 
rally ſurmis'd. 

$51. He had todo with ſeveral Provincial La- 
dies too, as appears from theſe Verſes which the 
Soldiers had up, amongſt the reſt, at his Gallic 


Trinmph. 
Cits, now be ſure to keep your Wives at home, 
For here's a Bald, Triumphant Stallion come : 


In Gaul they made thee pay for whoring dear, 
But thou haſt been Cornuted gratis here. 


52. He had a paſſion likewiſe for ſeveral 


_ as for Eunoe , Wife to Bogud, King of | 


Marocco, both whom he often preſented with 
moſt magnificent marks of his tavour, as Naſo 
informs us. But his darling Miſtreſs was Cleo- 


 patra, whom he often regal'd all the night long, 


and whom he had certainly accompanied in the 
ſame Yacht, or Pleaſure-Boat, into «Zeypr, al: 
molt as far as e-£rhjopia, had not his Army ref: 
ſed to comply with the frollick. After this, he 
invited her to Rome, and at her return home, 
loaded her with the greateſt honours and re: 
wards he could heap upon her; giving her leavg 
withal to call a Son of hers by his name ; and 
who, as ſome Greek Writers deliver, reſembled 
him both in his Perſon and his Gate : Nay, 44. 
Antcnizs depos'd before the Senate, that Ceſar 
own'd him tor his Son, appealing farther to the 
teſtimony of C. Matias, and C. Oppius , with 0 
thersof his Friends and Acquaintance, who, hz 
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aſſured them, knew ic as well as he ; the latter 
whereof, looking upon it as an aſperſion from 
which he ought to vindicate both his Friend and 
himſelf, pur forth a Book upon the Subject, 
wherein he endeavoured to. prove, that the Child 
2hom Cleopatra Father'd upon Czlar , as none 
of his. Helwius Cinna, I ribune of the People, ac- 
knowledged to ſeveral, that he had a Bill ready 
prepared by him, which Cz/ar commanded him 
to get palt into a Law during his abſence, 
whereby he might be authoriz'd to marry what 
Wives, and in what number he pleas'd, to ſe- 
cure him lilue : - And to pur it out of all doubt, 
chat he was notoriouſly infamous for both pal- 
ſive and active uncleannels ; C#rio the Father,.in 
one of his Orations ftiles him, Every womans 
man, and every mans Woman. 

53. His very Enemies cannot but do him the 
juſtice , to acknowledge he never drank to ex- 
ceſs. M. Cato was wont to ſay, He as the only 
ſober man that ever attempted the Subverſion of the 
Government. C. Oppius tells us ; he was 1o little. 
curious in his Diet , that his Hoſt having one 
time ſerv*d up a Diſh with a ſort of Unguent, in- 
{ſtead of the beſt Oyl, which would not go down ; 
with the reſt of the Company , he cat more 
heartily than ordinarily of it, rather than ſeem 
to tax his Landlord of being a Sloven. 

54. He never balk'd any opportunity of rai- 
ſing money, either in his Civil or Military em- 
ploys : For as ſome Records inform us, he 
begg d conſiderable ſums of money of the * Pro- 7 That wat 
conſul, and Allies in Spain , towards the dit- = _ , 
charge of his debts. He pillaged ſeveral Towns þ;,,jrce. 
in Portugal in an hoſtile manner, after they had 
obeyed all his commands, and opened their 
ny | : | Gates 
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Gates to receive him; plundered the Churches 
and other Religious Houſes in Gaul, of a great 
many rich Oblations, devoted to the Honour 
and Service of their Gods, and demoliſh'd ſeve- 
ral Cities, more for the ſake of the Spoil, than 
Puniſhment of their Crimes ; by which means. 
he got together ſuch vaſt quantities of Gold, 
that he ſold the overplus to his own private uſe 
in 1taly, and the Provinces, at 3ooo Seiterces a 
pound. In his firſt Conſulſhip he ſtole three 
thouſand pound weight of Gold out of the 
CC:picto!, and put ſo much gilt Braſs into its 
00M. Tthe bare Titles of King and Allie, 
Were not tO be purchas'd without Money. Pro- 
Jemay ( Auletes) alone was glad to pay near 6000 
Zalents for the Service done him by himlelt and 
Pompey ; and at laſt he came to downright Ra- 
pine and Sacrilege, to ſupport the expenſive 
Burdens of the Civil War, his Shews and Tri 

umphs. | 7 
55. He equalld, if not excelPd, the moſt 
celebrated Initances of Eloquence and Military 
Knowledge. After his Impeachment of Dola- 
bella, he was always look'd upon as one of the 
ableſt Pleaders that came to the Bar. Crcero, 
in his Account of Famous Orators, dedicated 
to Brutzs, proteſts for his part, He newer met with 
that Man yet who out did Cxfar ; and declares 
him to have an El-gant, Bright, Majeftick, and 
Gentleman-like Stile : And in a Letter to Corne- 
tins Nepos, gives him this Chara&er : hat do 
you talk? lays he, Which of all your Orators, even 
of thoſe who have made it their Study and Profeſſion, 
can you prefer before him ? Who more copious, more 
poznant in his Sentences ? Who more clean and neat 
zn the choice of hys Words ? In his greener Years he 
ſeems 
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ſeems to have imitated the Stile of Srrabo Ceſar, 
having even transferr'd fome Paſſages verbatim 
out of his Defence of the City of Sarges, into 
one of his own Pleas. His Delivery was clear 
| and acute, his Geſtures brick and ardent, bur 
graceful wichal. He left tome Orations behind 
him, amongſt which others have been foiſted 
in, as that for Q. Metellms, which Augaſtas rati- 
onally imagines is ſome impertect Copy pub- 
lith'd by the Clerks or Notaries, - who took his 
Senſe but lamely, rather than his 'own; for 
ſome Manuſcripts read it inſcribed thus : 
——#hich he wrote to Metellus, not for Metellus ; 
the whole Speech running in the Perſon of Cz- 
far, who vindicates Mereilas and*himſelf from 
certain Calurmnies and Aſperſions their common 
Detractors had caſt upon them, Neither does 
AuguFffus entertain any better opinion. of . thofe 
two Orations, pretended to have been made by 
him to his Soldiers in Spain, one betore his firſt, 
the other before his latter Engagement there; 
at what time 4/mius Pollio aflures us, the ſudden 
Onlſer of the Enemy gave him no time to ha- 
rangue. | 
55. He has left us Memoires of , his own 
Actions: Thoſe of his Galiic and Civil Wars 
are certainly genuine ; but *tis not. yet deter- 
min'd who wrote the Hiitories of the reſt, in 
Alexandria, Afric, and Span: For ſome facher 
them upon Oppizs, others upon Hirtizs , who. 
compleated the laſt imperfect Book of his Wars 
in Gaul. Cicero, in the forementioned Tract 
written to Brutzs, paſles this Judgment upon 
them : Hi Commentaries, lays he, are admirable; 
they are clean, juſt, and graceful, firipp'd of all 
the Elquriſh and Garniture of Stile : Znd og y 
deſign 
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defiawd them only as rude indigeſted ColleTzons, for 
thoſe who ould hereafter take the pains to form 
them into the Body of an exa6t HiFtory, yet are they 
a Pattern which no ſober judicions Author will dare, 
to write after, whatever borrowed Lights and Ad- 
wantages ſome trifling Scriblers may think them ca- 
pable of, from their little rhetorical Embeliſhments. 
Hirtins gives this Character of them: They are 
fo univerſally approved, that he ſeems rather to have 
anticipated than encourag'd the Labours of other 
Hiftorians: And yet I have more reaſon to admire 
them than any one ; for others only know the Neat- 
neſs and Correctneſs, but I the Quickneſs and Eaſi- 
neſs of his Pen. Pollio Aſmnins is of opinion, Mat- 
ters of Fa& are not reported with that accuracy 
and faithfulneſs they ought ; for that the Ac- 
count he gives of the Exploits done by other 
Men, were raſhly took up upon truſt : And as 
for his own, he relates them but lamely, either 
out of deſign, or meer forgetfulneſs ; and there- 
fore imagines he intended to reviſe and corre& 
them. He left two Books of Proportion ; two 
againſt Cato, entituled Anticatones ; beſides a 
Poem calPd The Fourney. The two firſt he 
wrote in his Paſlage over the A4lps, as he re- 
turn'd from the Adminiſtration of Juſtice in the 
hither Gatha to the Army : The other two 
about the time of the Battel at Munda ; and the 
laſt in his four and twenty days Expedition 
irom Rome to the farther Spain. There are alſo 
extant ſome Letters of his to the Senate ; the 
firſt, poflibly, that ever were writ in diſtin& 


Leaves, in faſhion of a Note-book : For before 


that time the Conſuls and Generals wrote croſs 

the Margin, what could not be convenient! 

compriz'd in a ſingle Page. He has ſome alſo 
tt 
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to Cicero, others to his Friends about Domeſtick 
Afﬀairs; where, in the communication of a 
Secret, he ſo tranſpos'd the Letters, that no one 
entire Word could be made out of them ; 
the way to decypher which Character, was by 
commuting one Letter for another ; as for in- 
ſtance, The fourth Letter of the Alphabet for 
the firſt, 4 for a, and the like. Some Pieces 
he is ſaid to have compoſed whilſt he was yet a 
Boy, as, 4n Encomium upon Hercules, The Tra- 
gedy of Ocdipus, and 4 Culle&ion of Apophrhegms: 
The Publication of all which Tracts Augu5ts 
prohibited in a plain ſuccindt Letter, direted 

to Pompeire Macrus his Library-keeper. 
57. He nnderſtood his Weapon admirably 


well, was an excellent Horſeman, and indefa- 


tigably laborious. He marched at the Head of 
his Troops, ſometimes on Horſeback, oftner on 
Foot, but always bare-headed, both in hot and 
wet Weather. He was a Perſon of that incre- 

dible Expedition, as to diſpatch 1oo Miles 
a day for ſome time together in a Hackney- 
Coach, {ſwimming ſuch Rivers as might other- 
wile retard his Journey, or elle pafling them by 
the help of blawn Bladders, ſo that he fre- 
quently out-run all Intelligence of his Ap- 
proach. 

58. 'Tis not eaſily determin'd whether he 
was more bold or wary in his Military Con- 
duct. He never march'd his Army through 
ſuſpicious ways, till he had firſt narrowly exa- 
min'd them. Before his Expedition into Bri- 
zain, he perſonally ſurvey'd che. Harbors, the 
Road, and moſt acceflible Avenues into 
the Iſland : And: yet the ſame Man being in- 
torm'd of the Beliege of his Camp in Germany, 

palſs*d 
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paſsd the Enemies Guards to his Army in the 
Habit of a Gau!. He cut from Brunduſium to 
Dyrrachium, betwixt two of the Enemies Squa- 
drons, in the depth of Winter; and his Troops, 
whom he had commanded to follow him, retu- 
ſing to ſail, after repeated, but ineffetual Mel- 
ſages to that purpoſe, he mufff'd up his Head, 
and in the night time put to Sea in a ſmall 
Pinnace, without any Company but his Pilot, 
ro whom he would neither diſcoyer himſelf, 
nor ſuffer him to let the Veſlel drive, till he 
was almoſt caſt away in a Storm. 

59. No ominous Preſage could ever deter, 
or but divert him from the Proſecution of his 
Deſigns. The Vidim that ran away as *twas 
going to be ſacrific'd, was not ſufficient to re- 


card his Expedition againſt Scipio and Fuba ; 
and though he tell down too at his very Land- 


ing, yet he inverted the Omen, crying out, Now 
T have thee faff, Afric : And to elude an old 
Prophecy concernieg the great Succeſs which 
ſhould always attend the Scipio's Arms in that 
Country, he kept a mean contemptible Wretch 
of that Name in his Camp, of an obſcure Fa- 
mily of the Cornelii, nick-nam'd * Salutio. 


Stage player, whom he reſembled in his Perſon and Hamors. 


60. He not only took ſet-times, but any fair 
opportunity , to - attaque his Enemy : Many 
times immediately upon a March, ſometimes in 
the foulefſt Weather imaginable, when he was 
leaſt dreamt of ; only in the decline, of his 
Years he grew a little more” flow and wary, 
judging it highly imprudent,', raſhly to tempt 
his Fortune after ſuch repzated Conqueſts; well 
knowing , that one Deteat then would detract 

more 
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more from, than a ſingle Victory could pofli- 
bly ſuperadd to the Glory of his Arms. He ne- 
ver worfted an Enemy, but he' routed him 
quite out of his Camp, leaving them no time 
to rally again through the eagerneſs of his Pur- 
ſuit. If at any time he obſerv'd' the Sncceſs of 
the Day to be diſputable, he ſent all the Hor- 
fes, and his own firſt, out of the Field ; that the 
Cavalry being under an impotitbility of flying, 
might be forc'd to fight it out. 

61. One of his War-horſes was ſingularly re- 
markable, with Feer almoſt' like a Mans, and 
Hoofs cloven like Toes, which he bred up from 
a Colt extreme curiouſly, after the Soothſayers 
had declar'd their Opinion, that he predicted 
no leſs than an univerſal Monarchy to his 
Owner. He back'd him himſelf, for the Horſe 
would admit no other Rider ; and afterwards 
ereted his Statue before the Temple of Venxs, 
the Goddeſs of Propagation. 

62. He trequently renew'd the Battel where- 
' In his Forces began to give back, by his own 
perſonal Valour, ſtopping the Renegadoes, 
catching them by the "Throats, and forcing 
their Faces upon the Enemy ; even when they 
were in ſuch horrid diſorder,that endeavouring 
once but to ſtay one of his Enſigns, he threat- 
ned him with the pointed end of his Standard ; 
and another leaving it in his Hand, betook him- 
{elf to the laſt refuge of his Heels. 

63. But there are yet higher Inſtances of his 
great Reſolution: Having, after the Battel of 
Pharſalia, trankported his Forces before-hand 
into. Aſia, and following them over the Helle- 
ſpont 1n a Ferry-boat, he met with L. Caſſizs of 
the oppolice Party, with a Squadron of ten Men 

of 
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of War; whom he was ſo far from declining, 
that he bore up briskly to him, and adviſing him 
to: yield , upon his ſubmiſſion, received him 
aboard. | 

64. Being repulſed , and forced into a little 
Skitt, by a ſudden ſally of the Enemy , at the 
taking of the Bridge in the Siege of Alexandria, 
and ſeveral others crowding in with him, he 
jump'd into the Sea, where he ſwam two hun 
dred paces, till he had recovered the next Vel- 
ſel, carrying his left hand above water all the 
while, to preſerve ſome Papers in it from wet, 
and dragging his Generals Robe in his teeth, to 
hinder 1o honourable a Spoil from falling into 
the Enemies hand. 


65. He valued not Qualifications or Eſtate, 


but only Strength and Courage in a Soldier, , 
and ruled them with an equal temperature ot | 


gentleneſs and leverity ; for he was not ſtiff and 


t . 


rigid in his difcipline at all times and places, but | 
only when the Enemy was at hand ; then in- | 
deed he kept them up cloſe to their duty, not as | 
much as acquainting them either when he in- | 
tended ro march , or engage , that they might 


be ready to be led on at a minutes warning whi- 
ther he pleas'd : Nay, he would many times 
give them falſe alarms , eſpecially in wet wea- 
ther, and on holidays; and charging them now 
and then to have an eye upon him, he would 
ſuddenly withdraw himſelf from them, ſome- 


times by day , other times by night , making 


long marches to tire thoſe who haftned not at 
ter him. 

66. If his Soldiers were at any time dejected, 
with the report of the number of their Enemi& 


Forces, he never went about to buoy up ther | 


finking 


| 
J 


4 


} 


$ 


i 
n 
J 

# 

i! 


On I PO OO OO 


Jurins Cazs8ar 
ſnking courage, by denying or mincing the 
matter, but by enlarging upon it. Thus, when - 
they were generally filld with frightful appre- 
henfions of Fuba's approach, having called them 
before him, he harangu'd them in this manner: 
Know for a certainty the King will be amongſt us in 
8 few days, with ten Legions, thirty thouſand Horſe, 
an hundred thouſand light-arm*d Foot, and three hun- 
dred Elephants; and therefore, let ſome querulous 
Gentlemen amongſt you trouble their heads no farther 
about it, but believe me, who know it to betrue ; or 
elſe I ſhall certainly take care to have them ſhip'd in 
ſome old ſhatter'd Veſſel, and ſo commit them ts the 
mercy of the Winds and Waves. 

67. He neither took cognizance of , nor pu- 
niſhed all Offenders according to their deme- 
rits; only he made diligent inquiry after , and 
put the Martial Law maſt ſtrictly in execution 
againſt Mutineers, and deſerters of their colours. 
After a Battel , and ſome notable, Victory ob- 
tained, he would now and then relax the reins 
of his diſcipline , and indulge them in all the li- 
centious ſoftneſs incident to a Soldiers Lite,boaſt- 
ing frequently , that his Men could fight amidſt 
their very debauches. Nor did he only addreſs 


himſelfro them by the name of Soldiers, but by 


the more indearing compellation of Fellow Sold:- 
ers; keeping them always ſpruce and gay, ap- 
pointed with Arms glittering with gold and fil- 
ver,and that not only for pomp and oftentation, 
but that the juſt apprehenſions of their value 
might oblige them more tenaciouſly to defend 
them. Beſides this, he exprefled that render 
concern for their welfare , that hearing but of 
the defeat Titurius had received, he vow'd ne- 


ver to ſhaye his Beard, nor cut his Hair, till he 
E | had 
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had ſufficiently reveng'd him ; by which means, 
he not only improved their valour, bur devoted 
them intirely ro his ſervice. 

68. At his entring upon the Civil War, every 


Centurion offered him an Horſe out of his own 


pay, and the whole Body of his Army tendred 
their ſervice grarzs, the richer ſort having enga- 
ged for the ſupport and relief of the poorer, 
None of his Soldiers ever revolted from him 1n 
ſo long a trad of time, and ſeveral of 'em taken 


- * > 


Priſoners, refuſed quarter when offered , upon 
the diſhonourable terms of bearing Arms againſt | 
him. They endured Famine, and other extre- | 


mities of War, as well, when they beſieged the 
Enemy , as when beſieged by them, with that 
unwearied.conftancy of mind, that Pcxzpey fee 


ing a ſort of Bread , made of Herbs, which 1u- | 
ſtained them during the Siege of Dyrrachinm, | 


faid, He believed, for his part, he had to do ith wild 
BeaFts rather than with Men; commanding it to 


be removed quickly out of ſight, left the obſti- | 


nacy of the Enemy once diſcovered, ſhould ut- 
terly deſpirit his Soldiers. With what reſolution 
they fought, may be eaſily evinc'd from the ſin- 


gle inſtance of the Battel near Dyrrachium, which | 
going unhappily againſt them, they voluntarily |, 
lollicited their General to puniſh them, inſomuch 


that he had more need at that time to alleviate, 


than enhance their ſorrows by corretion. In 
all their other engagements they carried away 
an eaſie Vidtory over much more numerous For- 
ces than themſelves: And in ſhort, a ſingle 
Company of his ſixth Legion, ordered for the 
defence of one of his works before Dyrrachium, 


maintain'd it ſeveral hours together againſt four 
of Pompey's Legions, till they were almoſt all 


ſhot 
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ſhot to pieces with their Arrows; an hundred 
and thirty thouſand whereof were afterwards 
found in their Trenches. Nor need any man 
think it ſtrange, if he conſider but a lictle the 
exploits of ſome particular men amongſt them, 
as of Caſſirs Scava their Captain, or of C. Act- 
lizs 2a common Soldier ; the former of which 
kept the entry into the Work, committed to his 
cruſt, after the loſs of an Eye , wounds in the 
Shoulder and Thigh, and an hundred and twen- 
ty ſhots quite through his Buckler : The latter 
having his right hand cut off , wherewich he 
grapled one of the Enemies Ships, at a Sea-fight 
near Marſeilles,like the famous Cy»egyrws amoneglt 
the Greeks, jump'd into her, and beat all down 
before him with the loſs of his Buckler. 

69. His Army never mutined during the 
whole ſeries of his ten years Wars in Gaul : Sel- 
dom in the Civil Wars, and were even ther 
qu y reduc'd to their obedience, and that not 
o much through his eaſineſs and indulgence, as 


the awful Authority he had amongſt them ; for 


he never complyed with, or cringed to the mu- 
tineers, but carried it with a high hand againſt 
them : He caſhier'd his ninth Legion at Placen- 
71a with ignominy and diſgrace, tho* Pompey was 
{till up in Arms; and was not afterwards pre- 
vaiFd upon, without earneſt and repeated ap- 
plications, and juſtice done upon the Offenders, 
to readmit them into his ſervice. 

70. His tenth Legion at Rome, bluſtring, and 
making a great dlamour about their rewards 
and diſcharge, not without imminent danger to 
the City; he went in Perſon and disbanded 
them, the? *twas in the very heat of the War in 
Africk, and contrary to the ſollicitations of his 
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Friends, but with the ſingle Compellation of | 


Romans, in ſtead of Soldiers, wrought ſo effe&tu- 


ally upon them, that they immediately replied, | 


they were Soldiers as well as Romans, and fol- 
low'd him into 4frick, though he rejected the 


. Offer of their Service : And yet notwithſtand- 


ing all this ſubmiflion, he mul&ted the Ring- 


teaders amongſt them a third part of the Plun- | 


der and Lands he deſign'd them. 


71. The Intereſt of his Clients he aſſerted 
with great zeal and fidelity from his youth. | 


He expreſs'd that eager Concern in pleading 
the Cauſe of Maſmtha, a young Gentleman 
nobly deſcended, againſt King Hiempſal, that 
in the heat of his Argument he took his Son 
Prince Fuba by the Beard; and when the 
Court afterward declar'd him 'Tributary to the 
King, he reſcu'd him out of the Hands of the 
Officers who came to ſeize him, and conceal'd 
him a long time at his own Houſe ; and when, 
after his Pretorſhip was expir'd, he went for 


Spain, convey'd him away in his own Sedan, | 


amidſt the officious Crowd of Attendants and 
Friends, who came to pay their Complements 
at his departure. 


72. He was always ſo paſſionately kind and | 


indulgene to his Friends, that C. Oppizc falling 


iuddenly fick in his Journey with him through 
a Foreſt, he reſfign'd his own Quarters to him in 
the Inn, which was but one, whilſt he himſelf 


© OPT at 
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lodg'd in the open Air, and on a Pallat laid | 
upon the Ground. After he had got the Go- | 
vernment into his hands, he advanc'd ſome of _ 


the vileſt of the Rabble to Offices of the high- " 


eſt Truit and Honour 3 and being taxed with 
it, declar'd openly, That if Highway-men and 


Refjuans 


- 
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Ruffans had aſſiſted him in aſſerting his Chara&er, 
he would equally have expreſs'd hu Gratitude to 
them too. 

73. He never conceivd ſo inveterate a 
Grudge againſt any Man, as not to lay it aſide 
upon a fair occaſion. Notwithſtanding the bit- 
ter Inve&ives of C. Memmizs againſt him, and 
to which he had made as ſevere Replies, he 
gave him his Vote a little after for the Conſul- 


ſhip. C. Calvas, who had libell'd him in ſome 


{currilous and abuſive Epigrams, courting a Re- 
conciliation afterwards by the Mediation of his 
Friends, he generouſly, on his own accord, an- 
ticipated the Requeſt, by writing to him fir{t. 
Valerins Catullus, who, as he owned himſelf, had 
caſt an indelible blot upon his Name, by his 
Verſes upon Mamurra, giving him ſome flight 
ſatisfaction , he invited him the ſame day to 
Supper, and Inn'd afterwards at his Father's 
Houſe, as he usd to do. | 

74. He was not at all of a revengeful tem- 
per : Indeed the Qath he made to crucifie the 
Pyrats who took him Priſoner, it ever they 


' Came into his Clutches , oblig'd him to be as 


good as his word to them; yet however, zo 
dead their ſenſe of the Iingring Pains of the Croſs, 
he commanded them firſt co be ſtrangled. He 
never retaliated upon Cornelis Phagita, though 
he had much ado, even by bribing the Meſſen- 
gers, to eſcape the night-trepans he laid for 
him in the time of his Sickneſs, and abſconding 
from Sylla, He put Philemon, his Amanuenſis, 
wha had undertook to poiſon hims only to a 
ſimple Death, without Torture. Being cited as 
a Witneſs againſt P. Clodixs, accus'd of conver- 
{ing too familiarly with his Wife Pompeia, and 
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who thereupon ſtood guilty of polluting - the 
Sacred Ceremonies, he utterly denied that he 
knew any thing of the buſineſs, though his Mo- 
ther Aurelia, and Siſter Fulia, had depos'd the 


whole Matter of Fa& upon Oath before the 


ſame Judges : whereupon being ask*d , Why 


therefore he divorc'd her ? Becauſe , faid he, 1 


ould have all 2yho relate to me, as free from the 
Suſpicion, as the Guilt of an ill Acton. | 
75. He gave admirable Inſtances of his Mo- 
deration and Clemency, not only during theCi- 
vil War,but the enjoyment of his after- Victory. 
Pompey having pronounc'd them all Enemies to 
the State, who were not actually in Arms in its 
defence, he on the contrary declar'd, he would 
look upon all Neuters as his own Men. ' He 
gave them all free leave to go over to Pompey's 
{iide, whom he had advanc'd to any Command 
upon his recommendation. There being a 
Ceilation of Arms, and mutual Commerce be- 
twixt the two Parties, during the Treaty about 
Articles of Surrendry at Terda in-Spain, Afranins 
and Petrezus put all Ceſar's Soldiers to the 
Sword, who were found in their Camp upon 
its ſudden diſſolution , whilſt he generouſly 
{corn'd to repay the perfidious Trick in its own 
kind. He ifſu'd forth a Proclamation at the 
Bartel of Phar/alis, commanding, That all C:- 
Zens ſhould have Quarter ; gave every man leave 
to ſlave one of the oppoſite Party, whom he 
pleas'd, nor would permit any one to be flain 
aſter the heat of the Engagement, except only 
Afr anins , FausIus ( Sulla) and L. Ceſar the 
younger ; and theſe, *tis thought, without his 
Order too, notwithſtanding the two firft had 
zebelFd after the grant of a Pardon, and -_ 
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ft, not content to have perſecuted his Free- 
men and Slaves to death with Fire and Sword, 
in a moſt barbarous manner butcher'd the very 
Beaſts prepar'd for his Publick Shews. To be 
ſhort, he at'laſt'gave them all leave, who had 


not as yet got their Pardons, to return into 1ta- - 


Jy, making them capable of bearing Employs 
both Civil and Military : Nay, he reſtor'd the 
very Statues of Sylla and Pompey, which the 
Rabble had thrown down; and choſe rather 
for the future to caution his Subjedts againſt, 
than puniſh them for Treafonable Words and 
Deſigns; and accordingly never took tarther 
notice of Plots and dangerous Night-Clubs and 
Cabals, diſcover'd to him, than publickly to 


acquaint them by .his Edicts, that he had ſuth- 


cient Information of them ; contenting himſelf 
in the Popular Aſſemblies to admoniſh thoſe 
who inveigh'd againſt him or his Government, 
to forbear; and with an even temper of Mind, 
bore the Afperſions which Aulzs Cecina, in a 
fcandalous Pamphlet,and Pitbolaxs, in a virulent 
Satyr, had thrown upon him. | 
76. And yet his:Vices ſo far out-balance his 
Virtues, that he may ſeem to have abus'd his 
Authoricy, and deſerv'd death : For he not on- 
ly arrogated too great Honours to himſelf, as 
the continual Exerciſe of the Conſulſhip, the 
perpetual Dictatorſhip,the Power of Cenſor un- 
der a more {pecious Name, the Title of Empe- 
ror, and of Father of his Country , his Statue 
amongſt the Kings, a particular Box tor him- 
ſelf at the Theatre ; but accepted of others too 
big for the Circumſtances of bare Mortality: to 
ſupport: As, a Chair of Gold in the Senate, 
and Aſſemblies of the People, the carrying of 
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his Efigies in ſolemn Proceflion at the Circen/can 


! 
L 


Games, Temples , Altars, Images of himſelf. 


lac'd near the Gods, a conſecrated Couch for 
his Godhead's Statue to repoſe upon, his Prieſt 
common to other Deities, heſides ſuch as 


were peculiarly appropriated to the Service of | 


Pan, and the Credit of having one Month in 
the Year calld after his own Name : In ſum, 


he received and conferr'd what Honours he 


pleas'd. The third and fourth Years he con- 
tented himſelf with the bare Title of Conſul, 
and Authority of Dictator, beſtow'd upon him 
at the ſame time ; ſubſticuting two Conſuls for 


the three laſt Months of each Year, ſo that in | 


t 2 
Ld 
; 


the mean time he never call'd any Elections, 


but of Tribunes and Xdiles of the People, and 
conſtituted Prezfets inſtead of Pretors, wha - 


manag'd the City Afﬀairs in his abſence. One 


of the Conſuls dying ſuddenly on the laſt of 
December, he fil'd up the Vacancy with a Per- 


fon who begg'd it for the poor remains of the | 


few Hours of the Year yet unexpir'd. After the 


ſame arbitrary manner he violated the ancient | 


Privilege of the Annual Ele&ion' of Magi 
itrates; inveſted ten Perſons who had been 
Pretors with the Power of wearing Conſular 
Robes, admitted ſome who were but enfran- 
chis'd, and Gauls, not half civiliz'd, into the 
Senate; intruſted only his own Dependents 
with the Management of the Mint, and the 
Publick Revenues, and gave his Freeman Ruf- 
fins his Son, a ſtale Pathick of his, che Com- 
mand of-three Legions he left at Alexandru. 

- : 994; Nor did his Expreſſions ſpeak him leſs 
inſolent than his Aqions : 7. Amplizs reports he 
faid , The Cemmonwealty was become an empty 
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Name, without either reality or appearance *. That 


Sylla vas an ignorant Fellow, to lay down his Di- 


Fatorſhip ſo eaſily ; That Men ought to take care 
_—_— him at ohe ns of day, and 
look upon his Diftates as Laws, Nay, he was ar- 
riv'd at that height of Arrogance, that a Sooth- 
ſayer preſaging ſome fad Event from the wane 


of an Heart in a Beaſt that was to be ſacrific'd, 


he reply'd, The Victims will tell you better things 
when I have a mind : What great matter 3s it for 
a Beaft to be without a Heart ? 

78. But the moſt flagrant Odium he drew 
upon himſelf, was trom his haughty deport- 
ment to the Senators, whom he receiy*d litting 
before the Temple of Yenxs, when they came 
in a full Body to wait upon him, with ſeveral 

onourable Decrees paſs'd an his behalf. Some 
lay Cornelius Balbus held him down as he was ri- 
ſing; others affirm,he was ſo far from oftering at 
it, that Qn the contrary, C. Trebatizs ſuggeſting it 
to bim, receiv'd the Reprimand of a Frown tor 
his pains. A piece of State highly inſupportable 


in him,who paſſing by the Tribunes Seats in one _ 


of his Triumphs, ſo heinouſly reſented the ſame 
Incivility from Pontivs Aquila, that in a mighty 
huff he cried out, Fell done, Aquila, That Tri- 
buneſhip had beſt try wherber or no you can wreſt 
the Government out of my Hands. Nor would 
he, for ſeveral days after, make a Grant to any 
Man, without this Proyiſo in deriſion, 1 Pon- 
tius Aquila pleaſes to give ne leave, 

79. And yet he ſeconded this egregious af- 
front tq the Senate , with a much more daring 
action : For ſome of the crowd, during the un- 
uſual and immaderate acclamations of the Rab- 
ale, as his return from the Sacritige at the Mo 
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*4n Enſign Feſtivals, having clapt a Laurel Crown , * girt | 
[lh of Ryalty» about with a white band, upon hi: Statue ; and | 
"* the Tribunes of the People , Erdius, Marullas, 
* and Ceſetirs Flavus, commainling ir to be taken | 
off, and the Fellow who tie it on to be laid by 
the heels; he was ſo netled, cither ac the ill ſuc: 
ceſs of this fair offer at Kingſhip, or,” as he pre- 
tended, at them who rob'd him of the honour 
of the refuſal ; that after a ſevere rebuke, he | 
turd them out of Office. Never could he 
from this time claw off the ſuſpition of affecting 
Kingly Power, though he afterwards replied to | 
ſome of the tumultuous bile, who ſaluted him | 
by that Title, That he was Cziar indeed , but no 
King : And had ſeveral times, at the folemniza- 
tion of certain Feitivals , in the honour of Pay, 
refus'd the proficr of a Crown, in the popular 
Aſſemblies, from the Conſul Anthony, and pre-_ 
ſented it to Jupiter in the Capitol. Befides,” 
**was generally reported , that having - firſt, 
drain'd the Empire of its riches , Italy of its a- | 
| bleſt Soldiers, and committed the Government | 
bln of the City to ſome of his Friends, he deſfign'd | 
if for Alexandria or Troy. And they ſay L. Cotta 
was to declare his opinion , at the next meeting 
Wi _ ofthe Houſe, that Cz/ar ought to enjoy the Ti- 
['N tle of King, becauſe the old Propheſies had fore- | 
lf told the Parth;ans were not to'be conquer'd, but 
by a King. 
So. And *twas this put the Confſpirators upon | 
haſtning the Execution of their delign, becauſe ' 
they knew not handſomly how to decline their 
aſſent to the propoſal : They refolv'd therefore 
[10 irom private Clubbs and Cabals up and down 
ts the City, into one common Conſult of all to- 
i Wah gether; to which they were the rather encou- 
Ft rag'd, 
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rag'd,, from the uneaſineſs of the People them- 
ſelves, under the: preſent ſtate of affairs, who 
began now , both in private and publick, to 
withdraw- their Allegiance, and wiſh for ſome 
-bold Patriots to affert their invaded Liberties. 
- Upon his admiſſion of Foreigners into the Ser 
nate, there was a Libel ſet "up, Prefac'd with a 
Bunum fattum , Speed it well, &c. Pray let none 
ſhew our new Senators the way to the Houſe. And 
this Diftich was commonly ſung upon the ſame 
occaſion. | 
The Gauls, in Triumph led, their Pantaloons 
Shake off, and n5w put on their Senate Gowns. 
When Q. Maximus, whom he had ſubſtitured 
Conſul for three Months time, entred the 'Thea- 
tre, and the Serjeant, who uſher*d him in, com- 
manded the people, according to the uſual cu- 
ſtom, to make room for, and pay their reſpes 
to him; they unanimouſly cryed out, He was 
0 Conſul. Upon his removal of Cxſetizs and Ma- 
rus from the Tribuneſhip , they had ſeveral 
Voices for the Conſulſhip next Election. Some. 
body wrote theſe words under UL. Brutus his Sta- 
tue , O that thou wert alive again! And under 
Cezſar's theſe , Brutus as created the firſ# Conſul, 
for ridding ws of Kings ; and this Gentleman King at 
laſt , for throwing out the Conſuls. There were 
above ſixty . Pertons engag'd in the Conſpiracy 
againſt him, of whom C. Caſſizs, and Marcer, 
and Decimms Brutus , were chief: Who having 
ſpent ſome time in debate about the place and 
manner of diſpatching him, as, whether they 
ſhould not divide into two Parties, and one 
throwing him over the Bridge , as he took the 
Voices of the Wards at the Election, in the Cam- 
ps Martins, the other kill him when they had 
| cor 
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got him down, or elſe afſaflinate him 1n his paſ. 
ſage along the Vie Sacra, or at his entrance into | 
theTheatre : Ac laſt the Senate being ſummon'd 
to meet in Pompey's Court , upon the Ides of 
March, they readily embrac'd that opportunity, 
as the faireſt for time and place that had yet of-/ 
fer'd. 
$1. But his murder was plainly enough fore 
told him by ſeveral preſages: When a tew 
Months before ſome Colonies tranſplanted to 
Capua, according to a Law of his own making, . 
were demoliſhing a great many old Sepulchre, 
in order to build there, (and were now become 
more exact in their obſervations , by reaſon of} 
ſome old faſhion'd Veſſels, and ſuch like piecs 
of Antiquity found amongſt the rubbiſh) the 
at laſt met with a brazen Plate in a Tomb, 
where Capys, the firſt Founder of Capus, wa 
{aid to be interr*d, with this prophetick Inſcriy- 
tion in Greek : When the Bones of Capys ſhall 
diſcover'd, then ſhall one of the off-ſpring of Julius & | 
aſſaſſmated by the hands of his own Relations, and bs 
Blood ſoon after be feverely reveng'd upon Italy. 
Which leſt any man ſhould think an idle romat: 
tick Story, I aflure him it came originally tron 
Corwelins Balhus, one of the moſt intimate 
Friends that Czſar had. A few days likewil: 
before his murder, he was very well inform'd, 
* 07, 4; 0- (at the Horſes he had devoted * to the Gods 
thers inter- and let looſe in the Fields, for the ſervice dons 
pret it, to him in pafling his Foot aver Rubicon, ſullenly 


the RVT, refrain'd from their Provender , and wept bit 


they being t 
look'd upon 
& Dettles. 


erly : As he was at Sacrifice, the Augur Spt 
rinma wilh'd him to beware of a dangerous act 
cident, that wou'd overtake him yet before the 
ldes of March werg expir'd : And the very a 
clory 
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neo! before the ſame Ides , a promiſcuous Flock of 
nd Birds purſu'd the * Regaliolws, carrying a Laurel * The 
: of branch in its Bill, from the next neighbouring ng 
ity, Grove into dhe Court , where they tore it ,,,, iver- 
of. in pieces. The Night before likewiſe, he dream'd prereg. 
of nothing but ſoaring above the Clouds, and 
"re ſhaking hands with Jupiter : And his Wife Cal- 
aw. purnia, ſhe fancied in her ſleep, the top of the 
Houſe was tumbling down , and her Husband 
ſtabb'd in her Arms, whereupon her Bed-cham- 
ber Doors immediately flew open of their own 
me. accord. Upon theſe motives, together with an 
of indiſpofition of Body he then labour'd under, he 
| thought of adjourning the Senate to another 
time, till at laſt D. Brutus over-perſwading him 
4 not to diſmiſs the Houſe , now that it was full, 
' and had attended him a long time ; he went to 
them about Eleven a Clock, and was even then 
in his way thither, preſented with a diſcovery 
, of the Plot, which he unhappily looking upon 
__ as ſome Petitionary Addreſs , mix'd it with ſe- 
vera] others in his Left Hand, intimating he 
would peruſe it with the reſt by and by. In 
ſhort, when none of all the numerous Victims 
he Sacrific'd, could propitiate the Gods, he en- 
tred the Senate in ſpite of their preſages, laugh- 
ing at Spurinne as a falle Prophet, for that the 
Ides of March were now come, and no diſaſter 
had befallen him: To which he replyed, They 
were come indeed, but not gone. | 
82. The Confpirators, under colour of pay- 
ing him their devoirs, gathering round him, as 
| Joonas he had taken his place 3 Cimber Tullins, 
, Who had undertook the firſt Aſſault, pretending 
,* a requeſt to him, made his approaches nearer 
than the reſt; whom Ceſar refuſing to _ 
then, 
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ber before, and had committed to the Cuſtody 
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then, and ſignifying by his geſtures to him , to 
defer his buſineſs till another time ; he immedi- ' 
ately ſeiz'd him by the Gown on both Shou]. 
ders ; at which he crying out, thi i down right 
Violence ; one of the Caſſi; making up to him, 
ſtab'd him a liccle below che Throat. Cz/ar up- 
on this, laying hold of the 4ſſaſſms Arm, ſtruck 
it through with his Stile, and endeavouring to 
make his Eſcape, was hindred by a ſecond 
Thruſt ; and now ſceing the Ruffhans ready to 
aflail him on every ſide, with naked Paggers in 
their Hands, he muffled up his Head in his 
Gown, and at the ſame time, with his left hand, 
threw his Robes about his Legs, that being co- 
vered all over, he might die with the greater 
decency. And this fell Ceſar , with three and 
twenty Wounds in his Body , and without any 
other Noiſe, than that of a ſingle Groan at the 
firſt Stab, though ſome indeed have reported he 
ſhould ſay to M. Brutzs , as he came upon him, 
What, and art thou one of them, what, thou my 
Sou ? The Conſlpirators flying , leit him dead | 
upon the Place , till at laſt three of his Servants 
carried him home in a Sedan, with one Arm 
dangling out. Antiſtizs the Chyrurgion was of 
Opinion there was none of all his Wounds Mor- 
tal but the ſecond upon his Breaſt. The Tray: 
tors had deſigned to have thrown his Carcaſc 
into the 7iber, to have confiſcated his Goods, 
and repea['d all his Acts, but durſt nor, for fear | 
of Mark Antony the Conſul, and Lepidus Deputy 
Dictator. 

$3. At the Requeſt of LI. Pio , his Father in 
Law, his Will, which he had made in his Coun- 
try Houſe at Labicum , upon, the Ides of Septem- 
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of the Lady Abbeſs of the Veſtal Virgins, was 
opened and read in a. Antonies Houſe ; Q. Tu- 
bero reports, that from the time of his firſt Gon- 
ſulſhip, to the breaking out of the Civil Wars, 
he uſed to appoint Pompey his Heir, and had fo 
declared at the Head of his Army. Bur in his 
laſt Will and Teſtament, made three of his Si- 
ſters Grand-Sons Coheirs to his Eſtate, of which 
Ofawvins had nine parts in twelve left him , and 
L. Pinarizs, and Q. Pedixs the other three be- 
twixt them , and had farther at the bottom of 
his Will, adopted O#aw7zs into both his Family 
and Name. He: had deſigned ſeveral of his Mur- 
therers Guardians to his Son, if he ſhould be ſo 
happy as to leave any behind him ; made D. 
Brutzss one of his Heirs, upon default of any of 
the former : and bequeathed his Gardens upon 
the 7iber to the body of the People, beſides three 
hundred Seſterces a piece. 

84. After publick notice given of his Fune- 
ral, his Pile was erected in the Campus Martine, 
near his Daughter F#lia's Tomb, and a Repoſi- 
tory curiouſly gilt, and made after the Model 
of Venuws's Temple , Tet up before the great Ro- 
man Oratory. Herein was placed a Bed of 
Ivory covered with Cloth of Gold and Purple, 
with a Trophy at his Head, ſupporting theRobe 
in which he was ſlain ; and leſt the formal Pro- 
ce{lion of that numerous Train, who preſented 
their Honorary Oblations to the Dead,- ſhould 
lengthen the Solemnity beyond the compaſs of 
a day, they were commanded to carry them 
into the Field without any ſet Order,and through 
what Streets of the City they pleas'd: at the 
Celebration of his Funeral Rites and Games, 
there were ſome Verſes taken out of ———_ 
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*The ——__ his Tragedy, Intituled, The Queſtion of the ® Arms | 
Hs = decided, ſung, to raiſe the People to a higher 
to by Ajax Note of Pity and Indignation : as this, 
andUlyſles. 

Men* Men” ſervaſſe, ut eſſent qui me perderent ? 


Hard fate, that I thoſe very men forgave, 
Who brought me this untimely to my Grave. 


Beſides others of the like Import, out of Attine 
his Ele#ra; inſtead of a Funeral Oration, the 
Conlul Antony cauſed a Cryer publickly to pro 
Claim the Act of the Senate, whereby they had | 
decreed him all Divine as well as Humane Ho: | 
nours, as alſo the Oath of Allegiance, by which | 
they had jointly engaged themſelves in the De 
tence of his Perſon , with ſome additions of his 
own. The Magiltrates, and Perſons formerly in 
Authority, who were hisBearers, carried his Bet 
of State from before the Qratory into the Fe 
74m , Where whilſt they ſtood in debate about 
the propereſt place to burn it in, ſome being tor 
the moſt retired and ſacred part of Fupiter Capr | 
zolinus's Temple, others for Pompeys Court, there 
ruſh'd in two Fellows amongſt them all on a 
ſudden, with Swords by their Sides, and eaci 
two Javelins in their Hands, who ſet fire to it 
with their flaming Torches, when immediately | 
the promiicuous Crowd of Standers-by threw 
in their dry Wood, and the Seats of both Supe 
rior and Inferior Magiſtrates , with the reſt of - 
their Oblations. After this, the Muſicians and 
Sta ge-Players ſtrip'd themſelves of the Liveriss 
given them at the Celebration of his Triumphil 
Games, wore then purely upon occaſion of that 
days Solemnity, rent them in pieces, and _ 
chem | 
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them into the Flames. Then advanced his Ve- 
cerane Legions, and with the Arms they put on 
co grace his Funeral, did the ſame laſt Honour 
to their General; the very Ladies came and 
threw in their own and Childrens fine Coats 
.and Ornaments : nay, Foreigners, wherewith 
the City at that time abounded, ſhared every 
one in their turns, and after the Faſhion of his 
Country, in this great and general Lamentation 


eſpecially the Fews, who frequented the place 


where he was burnt for ſeveral nights toge- 
ther. 

85. As ſoon as the Solemnity was ended, the 
Rabble ran ſtraight and beſet the Houſes of Bru- 
ts and Caſſivs with Firebrands in their Hands ; 
who, being at laſt with great difficulty repul- 
{ed,and accidentally meeting with Helwins Cinna 
in their return, ſlew him, and carried his Head 
about with them in Triumph upon the pointe 
of a Spear , miſtaking him for Cornelius Cinna, 
whom they were then in queſt of, for having 
but the day before bitterly inveighed -again 
Ce/ar. After this, they ere&ed a ſolid Monu- 
ment of Numidiayn Marble in the Market-place, 
near twenty foot high, with this Inſcription, 7o 
the Father of his Country. Where, for a long time 
after, they uſed to Sacrifice, make Vows, and 
{wearing by the name of C2/ar , decide certain 
Controverſies amongſt them. 

86. He gave ſome of his Fricrids occaſion to 
believe, he deſired to live no longer, being now 
grown weary of his Lite, by reaſon of his fre- 


" quent Indifpoſitions, and therefore lighted all 


Preſages of his Death , and Remonſtrances of 
his Friends. Others are of Opinion , he repo- 
ſod ſo great confidenc2 in the Senate, fince the 

F laft 


64 The LIFE of 


* Mention-Jaft A& made , and * Oath took on his behalf, | 
nog that upon the Credit thereof, he diſmiſſed his | 
ragraph. Spaniſh Guards, which always attended him | 
arm*d. Others on the contrary affirm, he has | 
- been heard to declare, he had rather once fall 
into the apparent Toils of Death, than live in 
perpetual fear of them. Others again report, he 
would often ſay , his Safety was more the in 
tereſt of the State than his own ; for his part, he 
had Power and Honour enough long ago, and 
that it any unhappy Accident ſhould betal him, 
the Common-wealth would be imbroil'd 1n new 
Troubles, and labour under greater Calamt-' 
ties than ever it did in the -time of the Cill 
Wars. - 
$7. This 1s generally granted on all hand, 
that his Death was ſuch as he defired : For hs 
ving formerly read in Xenophon , that Cyrs in 
his laſt fit of Sickneſs, gave ſome Orders con 
cerning his Funeral; he exprefled his Abhor 
rency of ſuch a lingring Death , wiſhing hi 
might be quick and ſurpriſing; and but the 
day before, upon occaſion of a Diſcourle {tartel 
at Table in 2M. Lepidzs his Houſe , concerning 
the beſt ſort of Death, he declared for tha 
which was ſudden and unexpected. | 
88. He died in the fifty fixth year of his Ags, 
and was not only Canoniz'd for a God by De. 
cree, but really thought ſo by the People ; tor 
when his Heir Anuguſins firſt exhibited thok 
Games he Conſfecrared to his Memory , there 
arole a Coinet about five a Clock in the After 
noon, which appeared for a Week together, and 
was contidently believed by them to be Cz/ars: 
Soul rapt up into Heaven ; for which reaſon, 
bhere was afterwards a Star plac'd upon th 
Crow 
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rown of his Statue. The Court wherein he 
was murthered , was ordered to be ſhut up, the 
Ides of March to be brand:d with the Name of 
Parricide, and the Senate never to fit upon that 
day for the future. | 

89. Scarce any of his Aſlaſlins eicher ſurviv'd 
him three years, or died a natural Death : They 
were all pronounced dead perſons in Law, and 
Vengeance overtook them in ſundry Accidents ; 
ſome periſhed at Sea , ſome fell in Battle, and 
others ſtab'd themſelves wich the ſame Poniard 
wherewtth they had murthered Cz/ar, 
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Done into Ezgliſh by Mr. Morgan of 
- - St. Johr's Coll. Oxon. 


H A T the O#avian Family was: of 
the firſt Conſideration in Velitre, 
there are ſeveral Monuments which 
make it very credible : For befides a 

Street in the moſt conſpicuous part of © the 
Town call'd by that Name, there is an Altar 
yet to be ſeen, which was long ago peculiarly 
conſecrated to the Memory of Octavizs ; who 


being General in that War which was manag'd | 


ag1in{t thoſe who violated the Contines, as he 
was ſacrificing to Mars, and word was brought 
him, that the Borderers had made a ſudden In- 
curſion, he haſtily cut che Entrails of the Vi- 
&im, and offered them raw to the God of 
Blood ; entred the Battel, and return'd a Con- 
queror. There is likewiſe a Publick Decree 
extant, which cautiouſly provided , That the 
Rites of that God ſhould always be 1o celebra- 
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ted, and that the Remains of his Sacrifice 
ſhould be ſent to the Ofgvi;, though they were 
abſent. 
2. This Family was adopted into the Privi- 
leges of 3 Roman Tribe, and brought into the 
Senate by Tarquinins Priſcus, wha was then 
King ; in proceſs of time it became Plebcian, 
and after many Years had run out, it was rais'd 
co its firſt Dignity of being Gentlemen of Rome, 
by D. Fulizs. The firſt who obtain'd a Magi 
ſtracy by popular Vote, was C. Rufus, who had 
formerly been Queſtor, and hadl two Sons, Cnezzs 
and Caizs, from whom two Branches of the 
Ofavian Family were deriv'd, but with great 
difference in their Fortune : For Cneirs, and all 
who deſcended from him, diſcharg'd the moſt 
eminent Functions of Truſt in the Gavern- 
ment. But Caiws and his Poſterity, whether it 
was an Effe& of Chance, or induſtriouſly their 
Choice, never moy'd from the Order of being 
Knights, even to the Father of Augu/irs, His 
great Grandfather was a Tribune in the Army, 
in the ſecond Punic War, when e/£milins Pap: 

775 was Generaliſſimo. His Grandfather having 
2 plentiful Eſtate left him, contented himſelt 
with the Offices that belong'd only to a private 
Citizen, and ſo died quietly in a good old age: 
but theſe things others have related. Auguſte 
himſelf writes, That ghis Family was no more 
than purely Equeſtrian, of which his Father 
was the firſt Senator. But A. Antony upbraids 
him with the baſeneſs of his Original, ſaying, 
'That his great Granfather was a manumitted 
Slave, by Trade a Rope-ſcller, and born in an 
obſcure Village amongſt the Tharzzi, and that 
his Grandfather was's Banker; and nothing 
CS Ko7.-5 £4 £4 ; WE ben IG Ye z more 
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more hath occurred to my Enquiry concerning 
the Anceſtors of Augui7zs. 

3. Ofavins the Father, even from the begin- 
ning, was very rich, and of great reputation ; 
ſo that I very much wonder that ſome report 
him to be a Money-changer , and others de- 
grade him to that ſordid Employment in the 
Field of Mars, of being one of thoſe who di- 
{tributed Money to the Tribes, and fo brib'd 
their Votes for them who ſtood Candidates for 
any Office ; for being us'd to Riches, and bred 
up in Aﬀfluence, he eaſily attain'd to Honours 
in the State, and he adminiſtred them with as 
much Credit as he acquired them with Facility. 
After he was out of his Prztorſhip,and obtain'd 
Macedon for his Province, as he was upon his 
Journey, he defeated the A4rgirime Rebels, who 
were all that were left of Catiline and Sparta- 
c:r#s Forces, and who had poſleſs'd themſelves 
of the Thurine Country ; he being extraordina- 
rily commiſſion'd to it by the Senate. He ma- 
nag'*d this Charge with no leſs Juſtice than Re- 
ſolution : For having overthrown the Beſjj and 
the Thracians in a great Battel, he demean'd 
himſelf ſo obligingly towards the Allies, that 
there are Letters of Tull;zs Cicero extant, where- 
in he adviſeth and conjures his Brother Quin- 
7:25, who at the ſame time was Proconſul of 
Aſia, and carried himſelf in that Government 
much to his diſhonour, that he would put the 
Sweetnels of the others Behaviour in gaining 
the Allies as a Pattern for his Imitation. 

4. When he left Macedoz, before he could 
declare his Inclinatians of ſtanding for the Con- 
{ulſhip, he died ſuddenly ; and the Childreri he 
left behind him, were his eldeſt Daughter O#a- 
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via, Which he had by Ancharia; a younger 
Daughter of the ſame. Name, and this Auguſtrrs, 
who had A4ria to their Mother. 4tia's Father 
was M. Atins Balbus, and her Mother Sylv:a, 
who was Siſter to C. Ceſar. Balbs by the Fa- 
ther's Side was of Aria, and of an honoura- 
ble Family, as appears by the many Statues of 
his Anceſtors who were Senators ; and. by the 
Mother's, was ' very nearly retated to Pompey. 
After he was Pretor, he was one of the twenty 
who divided the Land of Carzua amonglt the 
Common People, according to the Injundtions 
of the Sylvian Law. But M. Antony ſpeaks con- 
temptuouſly of his Birth by the Mother's Side ; 
for he objects to him as a Scandal, That his 
great Grandfather was originally an African ; 
and ſometimes he ſaith his Trade was a Perfu- 
mer, and ſometimes, that he kept a Bakchouſe 
at Aricia. Caſſins Parmenſis, in one of his Epi- 
{tles, ſaich, That he is che Grandchild not only 
of a Baker, but a Banker : For after this man- 
ner he is ſevere upon him ; Thou art a piece of 
Dough out of thy Mothers Meal-tub, and a Baker of 
Nerulum 7a#*d thee into Humane Paſte, with his 
Fingers all ſullied with telling has Money. 

5. Auguſtus was born the ninth of the Ca- 
lends of OFober, before the Sun was up, in the 
Palatine Quarter of the City, at a place call'd 
the Ox-heads, M. Tullizres Cicero and Antonins be- 
ing Conſuls, where there is now a little Temple 
ſtanding, which was built ſome time after his 
Death. For, as *tis recorded in the Acts of the 
Senate, when C. Le#orizs, a young Man of Pa- 
trician Blood, was deprecating the Puniſhment 
that was to be inflicted upon him for Adultery, 
atter he had urg'd the tenderneſs of his: _— 
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and the Nobility of his Houſe, he alledg'd this 
particularly to the Senate, to move their Gom- 


paſſion and Forgiveneſs, That he was not only 


the Poſſeſſor, but as it were the Guardian of 
that Soil which Auguſt firlt ſaluted with his 
Birth ; and therefore entreared that they would 
ſpare his Life, and beſtow it as a Gracuity up- 
on him, who was his peculiar Deity. Upon 
this, it was ſolemnly decreed, That that part of 
the Houſe ſhould be conſecrated. 

6. There is a little place yet ſhewn near Ye- 
Jitre, in the ancient Suburbs, of no bigger Ca- 
pacity than an ordinary Stove-room, . where he 
firſt fuck'd his Nurſe ; and a ſtrong Opinion 
obtains amongſt the Neighbourhood, that he 
was born there too. The Entrance into 1t 1s 
moſt religiouſly forbid, unleſs upon a great ne- 
ceflity, and with very pious Intentions; far 
there is an ancient Tradition, That thoſe who 
attempt it raſhly, are ſeiz'd with a ſudden Hor- 
ror and Conſternation, which was confirm'd 
aſterwards by a very ſenſible Event : For when 
the new Landlord of the Ya went to lie there, 
whether he did it purely by Accident, or ,out 
of Curioſity, to try an Experiment, ſome few 
Hours of the Night had not paſs'd, before he 
was diſturb'd out of his Sleep by violent Shocks, 
and which he knew not from whence they 
came, and the next Morning was found half 
dead, before the Doors of the Houſe, with his 
Bed lying by him. | 

7. they gave him the Sirname of Thurinus 
whilſt := was an Infant, either in remembrance 
of tne G'iginal of his Anceſtors, or that in the 
Thurine Country his Father Ofavins was proſpe- 
Tous 1n his Expedition againſt the Fugitives, he 
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being juſt born. The certain Proof I have that 
this was his Appellation, is a little Picture of his, 
caſt inBraſs when he was a Boy; which is an old 
Piece, and hath this Name inſcrib'd upon it in 
Letters that are very ruſty, and almoſt eaten 
away by time. I made a Preſent of this Relick 
to my Prince, who preſerves it devoutly in his 
Bed-chamber amongſt his darling Images. But 
in the Epiſtles of Antony he is call'd Thurinus 
by way of reproach, and he retorts nothing to 
the ſuppos'd Abuſe, but only this, That he won- 
ders that ſhould be thrown upon him as an 


 Afperſion, which was his firſt and true Name. 


He afterwards aſſum'd the Title of Cz/ar, and 
then of Auguſtus ; the firſt bequeath'd to him 
by the Will of his great Uncle, the other he 
took out of deference to the Judgment of AMd- 
natius Plancus. For whilſt ſome were of opini- 
on that he ought to be call'd Romulus, as it he 
too was the Founder of the City ; Plancus con- 
tended, and at laſt prevail'd, that it ſhould be 
Auguſtus, as not only a new, but a more mag- 
nificent Title : For that all Places which are 


Religious, and wherein any thing 1s conſecra- 


ted by Augury, are call'd Auguſt ; either thac 


there is ſome ſecret Omen of Good ever in the 


Word, which ſignifies Encreaſe ; or that its Ety- 
mology 1s taken from the Feeding and Flight 
of Birds, as they manage themlielves in the 
Air ; tor ſo Ems teacheth us, writing after 
this manner :  Þ 


Rome now anto a plorious Pile does riſe, 
With its Foundations laid in Auguries. 


8. He loſt his Father when he was four bevy 
O10; 
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old, and at twelve. years of age he prais' his 
Mother Fulia in a Funeral Oration. Four years 
after, when he was ſixteen, a year before tis 
uſual , he pur on the Virile Garment , which 
ſhew*d that he was out of his Childhood ; and 
then C2ſar beſtow'd Gifts upon him in his Afr+- 
can Triumph, though he was not hardned for 
the Exploits of War, by reaſon of the tender- 
neſs of his Age. Afterwards, when his Uncle 
went into Spain againlt Pompey's Children, be- 
ing not firmly recover'd trom a great Sick- 
nels, yet he follow'd him with-a very ſlender 
Retinue; though the Ways were beſet with the 
Enemy, and he ſuffered Shipwrack. By chis 
occaſion he very much gain'd Ceſar ; for be- 
ſides his Reſolution to undertake, and quickneſs 
in diſpatching the Journey, he gave manifeſt 
Preſages of a great Genius. Ceſar, after Spain 
had ſubmitced, deſigning an Expedition againit 
the Dacz, and then the Parthians, ſent him be- 
fore to Apollonia, that he might be at leiſure to 
tollow his Studies. When he heard that Czſar 
was murder'd, and knew himſelf to be his 
Heir, he was long conteſting in his thoughts, 
whether he ſhould ſollicit the Aid of thoſe Le- 
g10ns which were ncareſ{t him ; bur at laſt he 
rejected this Counſel as raſh and very unſeaſo- 
nable. When he came to Rome, he put in his 
Legal Claim to the Inheritance, though his Mo- 
ther was wavering in her Reſolutions about it, 
and his Father-in-Law Marcus Philippus, who 
had been Conſul, politively diflwaded him from 
that Attempt. And from that time , having 
gather'd his Forces together, he govern'd the 
Commonwealth, firſt with 234. Antcny and M. 
Lepidus , then with M. Antony ſingle, for the 
| {pace 
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ſpace almoſt of twelve years; and then by him- 
ſelf, without both his Colleagues, torty tour. _ 

9. Having deſign'd to write the Memoires of 
his Life, I will not confine my elf to ſtrid& 
Chronology,but will rather deſcribe what were 
his Actions, than be punctual to the time when 
they were done,that ſo the Nature of them may 
be the more clearly underſtood. He manag'd 
five Civil Wars, that of Modena, the other of 
Philippe, that of Perſia , the Sicilian one, and 
that of 44:um ; the firſt and laſt of which were 
againſt Antony, the ſecond was againſt Brutus 
and Caſſias, the third againſt L. Antenizs, the 
Son of him who was of the Triumvirate, and 
the fourth againſt Sextus Pompeins the Son of 
Cres. 

10. The Cauſe which began and fomented 
all his Wars, was to revenge the Death of his 
Uncle, and juftiftie his Actions; for he thought 
nothing more became him, nor conduc'd more 
to his Purpoſes, As ſoon as he return'd from 
Apollnia,he had a deſign to have ſet upon Brutus 
and Caſius unawares, and have ſeiz'd them by 
main force; but being ſenſible that they fore- 
ſaw the danger, and avoided it, he chang'd his 
Meaſures, and refolv*'d to attack them by Ju- 
dicial Proceſs, accuſing them as guilty of Mur- 
der, and ſo proſcribe them abſent. Thoſe 
Games likewite which were inſticuted to cele- 
brate the Remembrance of Czſar's Victory in 
the Pharſalian Fields, when thoſe whoſe Charge 
it was, had not the Courage to exhibit them, 


he himſelf did it. And that he might with 


the better aſſurance proſecute his Deſigns, the 
Tribune of the People being lately. dead , he 
ſhew'd himſelf a Candidate for the Place;. 

_ though 
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though he was a Patrician, and not yet a Sena- 
tor, which was a previous Qualification, But 
M. Antony the Conſul obſtructing his Pretenſi- 
ons, upon whoſe Intereſt and Afliſtance he 
chiefly depended in this Promotion , and not 
doing him that publick and common Right 
without an under-hand Bargain,for a very great 
Reward, he ſided with the Nobility, to whom 
he knew Antony was very odious upon this ac- 
count, that when Brutus was beſieg'd at Mode- 
2a, he endeavour'd by force of Arms to turn 
him out of a Province that was given him by 
C2eſar, and confirni'd to him by the Senate ; 
therefore inſtigated by the deſperate Advice 
which ſome whiſper'd him, he hir'd Brawees to 
aſlaffinate the Conſul. But his Treachery be- 
ing diſcover'd, and fearing that himſelf might 
be ſtabb'd after the ſame manner, he call'd in 
the Veterane Soldiers to aid him, and ſuccour 
the Commonwealth , and bribed them to it 
with very great Largeſſes. Being commanded 
to ſupply the Office of the Pretor, in leading 
the Army that was levied, and with Hirtias and 
Panſa that were Conſuls, to relieve Brutus ; He 
diſpatch'd the War committed to him in three 
Months time, at two Battels ; in the firſt, 4»- 
tony writes an Account, that he fled and diſap- 
pear'd for two days, having loſt his Horſe and 
his Generals Robe ; but in the latter *tis mani- 
felt, that he not only diicharg'd the Functions 
of a great Commander, but fought like a Com- 
mon Soldier, and in the hotteſt of the Action, 
when the Standard-bearer of his Legion was 
grievouſly wounded , he mounted the Romay 
Eagle upon his Shoulders, and carried it for a 


long time. 
I 1. Both 
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11. Both the Conſuls periſhing in this Wars 
Hirtius in the Field, and Par/s a little while at 
ter of the Wounds he receiv'd there, a Rumor 
grew very ſtrong, that they were both ſlain by 
his means; that Antony being put to flight, and 
the Commonwealth being robb'd of their Con- 
ſals, he alone might have a victorious Army at 
his Devotion. The Death of Panſa was 1o ſu- 
ſpeed, that Ghco the Phyſician was taken into 
cloſe Cuſtody, there being a great Jealouſie 
againſt him, that he poylon'd the Wound. 
Aquilius Niger adds his Remarque , That the 
other Conſul Hirtizs was kilPd by Auguffus his 
own Hands in the Heat of the Fight. 

12. But as ſoon as he underſtood that Antony, 
after he made his Eſcape, was receiv*d and ca- 


relsd by Lepidus, and that the reſt of the Com- 


manders and the whole Army declar'd for the 
Senate, he forlook the Cauſe of the Nobility, 
which he had eſpous'd, without farther delay. 
And to palliate his Detection with ſome plauſti- 
ble Colour, he blam'd ſome who ſpoke and ac- 
ed things to his diſgrace ; as that they ſhould 
call him a Child ; and that they publickly de- 
clar'd, That he was to be adorn'd, and then 
lacrific'd ; by this means to defraud him of the 
Merit of his own Performances, and the old 
Soldiers of the Rewards due to them for theirs. 
Thar he might make his Regret for having ad- 
dicted himſelf to that Party the more conſpi- 
cuous, he condemned the Nurſini in a great 
pecuniary Mulct ; and it being more than they 
could pay, he baniſh'd them out of the City. 
'The Crime objected to them was, That at the 
Slaughter of Modena, they put this Inſcription 
upon the Tombs of thoſe Citizens that = 
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flain, That they died Martyrs for the Liberty of 


their Country. : ; 
13. Entring into a Confederacy with Anthony 


and Lepidzs, he put out the War of Philippe with 


| the Blood of two Battles, though he was ſickly 


and very infirm. In the firſt , he loſt all his 
Tents, and had much ado to recover the Wing, 
which Anthony commanded : However obtain- 
ing the Victory, the Succeſs of it ſo tranſported 
him beyond iſ che bour.ds of moderation; that 
he not only ſent the Head of Bruts to Rome, to 
be thrown at the Feet of Cz/ar's Statue, but he 
ſcourg'd every Captive, though he was of an 
Iluftrious Condition, and added Contumelies to 
his Blows. His Cruelty burned to that height, 
that when one humbly deſired chat he might be 
buried after he was kill'd, he is ſaid to have re- 
turned him this Anſwer , That the Birds of Prey 
could only indulge him this Favour, At another 
time, when a Father and Son begged for their 
Lives, he commanded them either ro Caſt Lots, 
or fight it out, that ſo one of them might be ſa- 
ved, whilſt he the while fed his Eyes with the 
Spectacle of their Deaths : For the Father firft 
offering himſelt to Fate, he being ſlain, the Son 

would not ſurvive him, but died a voluntary 
Death. Wherefore when the reſt, and amongſt 
them A. Favonirs , he who ſtudied ſo much to 


- be like Cato, were brought forth to their Exe- 


cution bound in Chains; after they had ſaluted 
Ambony their General with a low Reverence, 
they curs'd him with bitter Reproaches to his 
Face. Conlſequent to this Vidtory, ſharing the 
Commands berwixt them , when Anthony took 
the Charge of looking after the Eaſt, the Pro- 
vince he choſe, was to bring the old Soldiers 
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* back into 7aly , and ſettle them iri thoſe Muni- | 
Y. cipal Lands which were afligned them ; but by | 
x his Conduct of the Bulineſs, he provoked the 
Reſentments of both Parties upon himſelf ; for 
the Country complained that they were forci- 
bly chruſt out of their Poſleflions to admit new | 
[i Colonies; and the PYereranes murmured , that 
L's their being ſo diſpoſed of, was not what they 
is expected, nor equal to their Deſervings. 

14. Ar this time, L. Antonizs,, preluming up- 
on his then being Conſul, and the Power of his 
tk | Brother, was railing Commotions in the State; 
© but he compelled the raw Aggreſlor to fly to. Pe- 
i rufia , and. there ſtarv'd him to a Surrender, 
though not without running great perſonal 

Riſques, both Þefore and after the War. For 
when at the publick Games, a common Soldier | 
was got into the Knights Gallery (which con 
fiſted of fourteen rows of Seats) and he ſent the 
Marſhal of the Theater to remove him ; a Re 
port preſently grew warm, by thoſe who cx 
lamniated the Proceedings, that the Man was 
| taken away and tortured to Death ; fo it war: | 
ted very litcle, but that he had periſhed by the | 
Indignation and Concourſe of the Soldiers, who | 
began to be very mutinous. That which pre ! 
ſerved him, was, the Perſon who was miſling 
appeared again very ſafe, and without having | 
any injury done unto him. As he was facrift 
Cing too before the Walls of Peruſia, he was al 
f moſt intercepted by a Band of Gladiator, 
l: who made a deſperate Sally out of the 
L- Town. 

15. When Peru/ia was taken , he was very 
ſevere upon a great many of thoſe who were 
taken Priſoners; and when they were begging 

| Mercy; 
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Mercy, and endeavouring to excuſe themſelves, 
he obviated their Supplications and Apologies 
with this peremptory Reſolurion, That they muſt 
die. Some write that he culPd out three hun- 
dred of thoſe who ſurrendered themſelves of 
either Order, and cut their Throats like Vi- 
Rims upon the Altar , that was conlecrated to 
the Memory of Fulizs Czar ; and ia the Ides of 
March, the time when he was ſlain. "There are 
thoſe, who report that he took up Arms upon 
deſign that his concealed Enemies, whom fear 
reſtrained more than good Inclinations or Duty; 
Anthony 10 opportunely offering to head them, 
might then ſhew themſelves unmaſqued ; thac 
ſo making an entire Conqueſt of them both, he 
might reward his old Soldiers with cheir confil{- 
cated Eſtates, as Recompences he had long pro- 
 miſed them. 

16. The War he firſt began, was the S:c:liay, 
but ic was of a long continuance, it receiving 
many Interruptions ; for his Navy was ſhattere 
by the Tempeſt of two Shipwracks, ſo that ic 
conſum'd ſome time, to have them repaired, 
and then he was forced to precipitate a Peace at 
the 1mportunicy of the People, who began to 
{uffer,by reaſon all the Paſſages were ſtopp'd up, 
and Famine encreaſed upon them to the laſt 
degree of Hunger. But at laſt equipping our 
anew, and manumitting twenty thouſand 
Slaves, that they might ſerve at the Oar ; he 
built the Ful;an Port at Baiz, whereby he join- 
ed the Lucrine Lake, and that of Awvernys with 
the Sea. Here, when he had exerciſed his Ma- 
riners and Soldiers for a whole Winter , he de- 

cated Pompey betwixt Mulz and Naulocham : But 
at the very Houſe, when he was to fight, he 
| 3 2 was 
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was ſurpriſed with ſuch a profound Sleep , that 
ſome of his Friends were fain to awake him, ' 
that he might give the Signal to fall on. Which 
in my opinion gave the occaſion to that Sar- 
caſm of Anthony : That hs Eyes were not ſteady 
nor valiant enough to behold the Enemies Forces ; 
bur that he Iay in a Lethargick Fit of Cowardice, 
contemplating the Sky, and would not ariſe, nor 
ſhew himſelf to his Soldiers , till the adverſe Fleet 
was diſperſed, and beaten by Agrippa. Others 
not only blame his Actions, but inveigh againſt 
exprefling himſelf ſo haughtily, that when he 
loſt his Ships by Storm, he cryed out in a Bra- 
vade, That he would be a Conqueror in ſpight of 
Neptune. And to juſtifie his Contempt of that | 
Deity, in the very next Games that were pom- | 
pouſly celebrated in the Cirque, he excluded | 
his Image from the Solemnity. His raſhnefs ne- | 
' ver expoſed him to greater or more dangers 
than in this War: for having landed ſome part 
of his Army on the S1:ci1;an Shore , and failing 
back to fetch the reſt, he was unexpectedly ſet 
upon by Demochares and Apollophanes , two of | 
Pompey's Commanders , and ſo ſoundly beaten, 
that he had much ado to eſcape only with one 
Sail. Another time he ran a great hazard 
through miſtake ; for going by Locrzs to Regium 
on foot, and ſeeing ſome of Pompey's Galleys 
cruiling by the ſhoar, he thinking them to be 
ſome of his own, walked gently towards the 
vShoar, and was almoſt taken by them. And 
then too, making his Eſcape through bye and 
unfrequented Ways , he met with a Servant of 
e/Emilins Pauls his intimate Companion, who 
reſenting that his Maſters Father was formerly 
proſcribed by him, and ſeeing a fair opportu- 
nity i 
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nity to be revenged, he endeavoured to kill him. 
Afﬀeer Pompey was put to flight, 1. Lepidzs, one 
of his Colleagues, whom he follicited out of 
Africk to his Succour, grew infolent upon his 
having twenty Legions, and endeavoured to ac- 
quire abſolute Dominion, by Threatnings, and 
making himſelf terrible. Bur he cruſhed him in 
his firſt Ambition , and deprived him of the 
Command of the Army. And when he begged 
his Life, he granted it ; but baniſhed him for 
ever to Circa. 

I7. His 6greement with 4nthony was very un- 
certain and inſecure : Burt at laſt he utterly 
broke the Correſpondence which was patched 
up with ſo many falſe Reconciliations. And 
that he might expoſe him as one who had dege- 
nerated from the Cuſtoms of a good Citizen, he 


cauſed his Will which he had lett behind him at. 


Rome, to be opened and publickly read ; where- 
in he expreſly named Cleopatra's Children a- 
monelt the reſt of his Heirs. Bur he was ſo ten- 
der, that he would not violate the Obligations 
of Intimacy, but ſent him back all his Friends 
and Adherents , though he was his declared E- 
nemy ; amongſt whom were C. Sos and 7. Da- 
mitirs , who were then Conſuls: Ar thoſe of 
Bononia, becauſe they were anciently under the 


Protection of Azthony, as his partial Clients, he 


graciouſly connived , though they formed Par- 
ties, and conſpired with all 7aly to eſpouſe his 
Quarrel. And not long after, he overcame him 
at A&:nm 1n a Sea-fight , which held out till it 
was very late, and then ſlept a Conqueror og 
Shipboard. When he left 44ium, and came to 
the Iſland of Samos to take up his Winter-Quar- 
ters; he had Expreſſes arrived to him, which 

G3 gave 
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gave him an account, that thoſe Soldiers which 
he had feleced as the flower of his Army, after 
the diſpatch of this Naval ViRory, and ſent be- 
fore to Brynduſiny , mutinied for Pay, and re- 
quired to be diſmiſt. This obliged him to re- 
turn to 7raly, though he met with two Storms in 
his way : the firſt was between the Promonto- 
ries of Pelopcmneſns and e/£tolia, and the orher a- 
bove the Ceraunian Mountains. In both of 
them, part of his Liburnick Gallies were ſunk, 
and that wherein he failed himſelf, received 
particular damage ; for the Tackling and Cord- 
age were ſhattered, and Rudder broke. He tar- | 
ried no longer at Branduſium than he could fa- 
tisfie the Demands of the Soldiers , which was 
twenty ſeven days, and then making a toure 
round about 4/iz and Syria, he came to e£gypr, 
and here laying Siege to Alexavdria , whither 
Hnthony and Cleopatra had fled for Refuge, he 
made himſelf Maſter of it in a ſhort time. He 
ſubdued 4»rhony to that deſpair , that aiter he 
had ſued for conditions of Peace , when it was 
to0 late, he made him kill himſelf, and infulted 
over him when he was dead. He had a defire 
to have reſerved Cleopatra as a Captive, to adorn 
his Triumph ; theretore he ſent for the Pſyll;, a 
People whole Faculty and Employment it is, to 
fuck out Poyſon, and made them apply them- 


w% 


ſelves to her Wounds ; to ſee if they could draw 
forth that Venom which her Aſps had infuſed 
there, and which was thoughr the occaſion of ' 

her Death. - He did them taar Favour as to let 

-them be buried together, and ordered that Mo- 
nument to be tiniſhed which was begun by 

themſelves. Young Anthony, who was the elder 

of the two Sons he had by Fulvia, fled to the 
| Status 
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Statue of F. Cz/ar , where he made paſſionate 
intreaties for his Life, but all in vain; tor he 
ſaatch'd him from his Sanctuary and kilFd him. 
He inflicted che ſame Puniſhment upon Cy/ari, 
whom Cleopatra affirn'd ſhe had by 7ulizs,whom 
he feretted out of the Retreat, where he went 
to hide himſelf: The reſt ot che Children which 
Anthony had by this Queen, he bad that paflto- 
nate regard for, as if they had been nea:ly re- 
lated to him, and afterwards promoted each of 
them according to their Quality and Delerr. 
18. Art the fame time, when the Cothn and 
Body of Alexander was brought out of the Vault, 
that he might ſee ic; putting a Crown of Gold 
upon its Head , and making it fragrant with 
Flowers, he ador'd the Imperial Carcaſs. And 
being asked if Prolemy too would be an agree- 
able SpeRacle; he repli'd, that he would ſee one 
who was truly a King , and n.t thiſe who were diſ- 
folsd in Luxury , whilſt living , and were really 
dead, having no Memory to ſurvive chem. After 
he had reduc'd egypt into the torm of a Pro- 
vince, that he might improve the Soil to a 


greater fertility for ſupplying the Cicy with. 


Corn, he employ'd his Soldiers to cleanſe all 
the Ditches, in which Nze was to overflow, 
which for a long time had been choaked up 
with Mud. Thac he might tran{mic his Con- 
queſt at A#ium, in a celebrared Remembrance 
to Poſtericy, he built a Ciry there , which he 
called Nicopolis, the City of Victory. He inſti- 
tuted Games likewiſe to be kept every fifth 
year,” and enlarging the Temple of Apollo, he 
conſecrated the place where he picch'd his Camp 
to Mars and Neprune , and hung it round with 


Nayal Spoils. 
G 4. 19. After 
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19. After this, he put out the firſt ſparks of 
any commotion when they began to kindle ; 
and many Conſfpiracies, before they could come 
to any height or conliſtence, ne found out and 
fuppr:'d, and this ar different times. The firſt 
that deſigned againſt him , was young Lep:dz, 
then Varro, Murena and Fannius Cepio. After 
them, M. Epnatine , then Plautizvs Rufus , and 
Lucius Paulus, who marricd his Grand-daughter. 
Beſides theſe, was L. 4udaſins, a Forger of Wills, 
who was decrepid and full of Diſeaſes, and 4- 
fimins Epicadius , who was a fort of a Mong:1l, 
having Father and Mother of two different Ex- 
tractions, being deſcended of the Parthines. And 
to cloſe up the Plotters , at laſt came Telephas, 
who ferv'd a Lady, and might be call'd the Ma- 
{ter of her Complaifance ; for his Office was to 
attend her, and tell her the Names of thoſe who 
paſs*d by, that ſhe might ſalute them ; ſo that 
his Life was in danger from thoſe even of the 
baſeſt condition. The deſign of A4udafius and - 
Epicadinus, was to ſeize upon Falia his Daughter, 
and Agrippa his Grandſon, in the Iflands where 
they were confined, and ſo have carried them 
away to the Army. Telephas, as if he thought 
the Emoire was originally due to him from che 
Gods, refolved to fet upon him and all the Se- 
nate. Beſides , one night there was a Scullion 
which belong'd to the Ihrian Army, taken near 
his Bed-chamber , arm'd wich an Hunts:mans 
Dagger, who had deceiv'd the Guards. But 
whether he was mad really , or only counter- 
f=ired diſtraction, was very uncertain , for no- 


thing could be gor out of him by Torture. 


20. He manag*d only two Foreign Wars in 
his own perſon; the one was the Dalmatian, 
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when he was very young ; and the other after 

the Defear of Anthony, was that of Calabria. In 
that of Dalmatia he receiv'd ſeveral Wounds ; 
for in one Battel he was hurt upon the right 
Knee with a Stone; and in another , he had 
his Thigh broken, and both his Arms. The 
reſt of his Wars he left to the Condud of his 
Lieutenant Generals : but that he might be actu- 
ally preſent at, or not far from thoſe which 
were carried on in Parnonia and Germany , he 
went as far from Kome as Ravenna, Milan, or 
Aquileta. 

21. But he conquer'd Cantabria, Aquitaine, 
Pannonia, Dalmatia, with all Illyrium, partly by 
his own Conduct and Appearance, and partly 
by the auſpicious Influence of his Fame and Ge- 
nius when he was abſent. He likewiſe over- 
came Rhztia, the Vindilieians, and the Salaſſians, 
which are people within the 4/ps. He reſtrain'd 


the Incurſions of the Dacz, ſlaying three of their. 


Generals with a great Army ; and the Germans 
he forc'd to remove beyond the Elbe. But the 
Suevi and Sicambri, who voluntarily yielded 
themſelves, he tranſplanted into Gaul, and ſet- 
led upon the Banks of the Rhine. Other Nati- 
ons which began to be Male-contented , and 
made ſhew of Riſing, he curb'd into Obedience, 
and never was the Aggreſlor in any War, but 
upon juſt and neceffary Reaſons: And he was 
ſo far trom the Ambition of enlarging Empire, 
and acquiring renown by the Exploits of Arms, 
that he made ſome barbarous Princes ſwear in 
the Temple of Mars the Revenger , that they 
would religiouſly obſerve that Peace which they 
had begg*d at his Hands. Of ſome he deman- 
ded Women, which were new Pledges of their 
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Fidelity , becauſe he ſaw they negleted their 
Male-Hoftages ; but he always gave them leave 
to fetch them back when they would. Thoſe 
who rebell'd, though they did never fo often, 
or never ſo pertidiouſly, he animadverted upon 
them wich no ſeverer a Puniſhment , than that 
he might ſell them Priſoners, with this Condi- 
tion, that they ſhould nor ſerve in the adjacent 
Country , nor be made free till after thirty 
years: So that by the report of his Virtue and 
Moderation, he endeared himſelf to the Scyth:- 


_ ans, and Indians, though he was only known to 


them by Fame, and they ſent Embailadors on 
purpoſe to {ollicit his Friendſhip. The Parthi- 
ans, when he demanded Armenia, readily yiel- 
ded it up to him, and thoſe Enſigns of War they 
had taken from Craſſus and 1. Anthony, they re- 
ſtored at his Requeit. Beſides, they offer'd Ho- 
ftages of aſſurance, that when there were many 
Competitors for the Kingdom, he only ſhould 
be choſe, who was qualified with his Approba- 
tion. The Temple of Fanx Quirinus , which 


had been ſhut up twice ſince the Foundation of | 


the City, he ſhut up thrice, having procured 
Peace both by Sea and Land, and that in a lels 
compaſs of time. He twice entred Rome in O- 
vation, a petty ſort of Triumph, which was at- 
ter the Phzlippick and Sicilian Wars ; and three 
he had of the firſt Honour, wherein he was car- 
ried in the Curule-Chair , which were after the 
Wars of Dalmatia, Atium, and Alexandria; they 
all laſted chree days. | | 
22. He received but two ſhameful Defeats, 
and no where but in Germany, which were un- 


der Loliizs and Varus. "The firſt was rather more. 


infamous than prejudicial, but the latter brought 


him 
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him almoſt to the precipice of his Ruuine : for 
he loſt three Legions with their Commanders in 
Chief, his Lieutenant-Generals , and all the 
Auxiliaries, which periſhed in the Slaughter. 
When he heard the News , he ordered ſtrict 
Wactch to be kept in the City, to prevent any 
Inſurre&ion of the People, and lengthened out 
his Commiſlions to the Governours of the Pro- 
vinces, that the Allies might be reſtrained with- 
in their Duty , by thoſe who were verſed in 
their Cuſtoms , and to whoſe Gommand they 
were uſed. He made a Vow, that he would 1n- 
ſticure magnificent Games to Almighty "ove, if 
he would change the Fortune of the Common- 


' © wealth for the better ; which Reſolutions were 


likewiſe made in the Cimbrian and Marſian Wars. 


"They report him ſo aſtoniſh'd with the ſence of 


this Diſaſter, that for ſeveral Months he let his 
Hair and Beard grow to a ſordid length, and 
that he would run his Head againſt the Doors, 
paſlionately exclaiming, ®@umt:il:ns Varies, reſtore 
»e my Legions ; and he obſerv'd the day of this 

Overchrow as a mournful Anniverſary. : 
23. As to Military Afairs, he refornrd ſome 
Abuſes in them; and as to others, he made new 
Orders, and brought things back to their ancient 
Uſages. In the Diſcipline of War he was very 
ſevere, and would not give leave to any of his 
Lieutenant-Generals to viſit their Wives, bur 
with regret, and that only ſome Months in the 
Winter. When a Roman Knight cut off the 
Thumbs of two of his Sons , that they might 
thereby be made incapable to take the Oath of 
a ooldier, he expoſed him to Sale, and confiſca- 
ted his Goods ; but when he ſaw the Publicans 
greedy at the Purchaſe, who would have bought 
= him 
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him with a deſign to releaſe him, he gave him 
to his Minumitted Slave, that he might be ſent 
down inro the Country to live free. He dif: 
miſs'd the tenth Legion, when they grew re- 
fracory to his Commands very ſhamefully, and 
others, when they ſawcily demanded to be 
ſent home, he disbanded them without the Su- 
pernumerary Rewards, which are given to thoſe | 
who at ſuch an Age are of courſe exempted 
from the Wars. If any of the Regiments gave 
ground, he decimated them, and fed them with 
Barley. The Centurions, as likewiſe the Stan- 
dard-Bearers, if they forſook their Stations, he 
puniſh'd them with Death. According to the 
quality of other Offences, he inflicted ſuitable 
Diſgraces ; as ſometimes he would have them 
to ſtand a whole day before the Generals Pavi 
lion ; ſometimes with Jackets on and ungirt, | 
which were Marks of Ignominy amongſt them; 
and ſometimes with Poles of ten foot long in 
their Hands, or holding Turts of Earth. 

24. After the Civil Wars, neither in his Ha- 
rangu's or Edidts, did he call thoſe of his Army 
Fellow-Soldiers, but only plain Soldiers: Nor | 
would he ſuffer any other Appellation to be | 
uſed, either by his own Sons, or thoſe of his 
Lady, when they were in Command, thinking 
it an Afﬀecation of Applauſe, which was not 
either conſiſtent with Military Diſcipline, the | 
Quiet of the Times, his own Greatneſs, or the 
Majeſty of his Houſe. He made uſe of thoſe 
Soldiers which confifted of Slaves made free up- 
on twice only, in cafe of ſudden Fires, or if the 
Peovie grew tumultuous upon the ſcarcity of 
Bread. Once he employ*d them for the ſatety 
of thoſe Colonies which confine upon "—_— 
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and another time to defend the Banks of the 
Rhine. If any Men or Ladies were more re- 
 markably rich , he laid his Injunions upon 

them, that they ſhould ſend their Servants, each 
according to his Ability; and having freed 
them from Servitude, he rang'd them under the 
firſt Standard ; but he would not debaſe thoſe 
who were bornyfree, with their mixture 3 nor 
were they arm'd after the ſame manner. His 
Military Preſents conſiſted in Trappings and 
Collars of Silver and Gold, which were preci- 
ous for their Value, rather than he would give 
Crowns for ſtorming Trenches, or ſcaling Walls, 
in which more Honour was conferr'd. Theſe 
| he was very ſparing of, and when he did be- 
ſtow them, it was with ſuch an equal diſtribu- 
tion, that he gave them often to the common 
and meaneſt Soldiers. He preſented M. Agrippa 
in Sicily, after a Naval Fight , with a Standard 
that reſembled the deep - Waters of the Sea, a 
Colour analagous to his Victory. The perſons 
whom he excepted from this Liberality, were 
_ thoſe who had triumph'd themſelves: for though 
they had been the Companions of his Expediti- 
ons, and ſhared in his Conquelts , yet he 
thought ſuch Gifts unworthy of them, becauſe 
they had the ſame privilege of obliging whom 
they pleas'd with the like. It was his Opinion, 
that nothing was ſo unbecoming a compleat 
Commander as raſhneſs, and making too much 
- pond, therefore this Sentence was often in his 

outh, 
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Upon thy aftions thankfulneſs beſtow, 

Run leiſurely, and let thy baſte be ſlow. 
He's ſafe that goes upon a cautions ground ; 
The raſh their Projetts always do confound. 


He was utterly againſt undertaking any War, or 
fighting a Batcel, unleſs there was a greater hope 
and proſpect of Gain, than an apprehenſion of 
Loſs. For he ſaid, Thoſe ho purſue little Advan- 
tapes with great hazard, were like to them who fiſh 
with a golden Hook, where the breaking of the Line 
occaſioning its loſs , it could not. be recempenc'd with 
all the Fiſh they could take. | 

25. Magiltracies and Honours in the Govern- 
ment, he arriv'd to before the uſual time; and 
ſome were of a new Nature and perpetual. The 


Conlulſhip he invaded when he was twenty ' 
years old ; for he brought his Legions in hoſtile 


manner to the City, and ſent thoſe who de- 


manded it in the Name of the Army for him. | 


And when the Fathers of the Senate fſtagger'd 
in their Opinions , Cornelins Centurio , who was 


chict in the Deputation, pulling back his Robe, | 


ſhewed the Hilc of his Sword, and had the con- 
fidence to {peak after this manner in full Afſem- 
bly: If you will not make him Conſul, this ſhall. 
He Þore his ſecond Confſulſhip nine years after 
the firſt, but with the interval of one year, he 
had his chird ; the reſt he continued ſucceflively 
down to the eleventh ; and afterwards refuſing 
many that were offered him for a great while, 
even for the ſpace of ſeventeen years together, 
he ſtogd Candidate for che Twelfth, and two 
years after for the Thirteenth. And this he 


did, that being in ſo conſpicuous a Function, | 


he 
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he might bring his Sons Caizs and Lacirs , after 
they had paſs'd through their previous Moot- 
ings, to plead at the Bar. His five intermediate 
Conſulſhips from the fixth to the eleventh, he 
bore a whole year ; but the other ſix only for. 
nine, ſix, four, or three Months, and the ſecond 
only for ſome few hours : for on the Calends of 
Fanuary, in the Morning, when he had fate in 
the Ivory Chair, before the Temple of Fupiter 
Capitolinss , he renounc'd the temporary Ho- 
nours, and ſubſtituted another in his place. Nor 
did he ſuſtain all theſe Conſulſhips at Rowe, but 
the fourth in 4/2, the fifth in the Iſland Samos, 
and he was inaugurated into the eighth and 
ninth at Tarracone Fows. | 

26. For the better regulating the Common- 
wealth, he manag'd the Triumvirate ten years ; 


in it he had firſt oppos'd his Colleagues, that 


there might be no Profſcription ; but when it 
was begun , he exercis'd it with more cruelty 
than either of them : For whilſt they were ex- 
orable to the entreaties of ſeveral perſons, and 
were loftned by importunity, he only remain'd 
obſtinate, that none of them ſhould be ſpared. 
He proſcribed C. Toranizs , though he was his 
Tutor, and Partner with his Father OF aw: in 
the Acdileſhip. Tunins Saturnings delivers this 
farther, "That when the Proſcription was over, 
M. Lepidns made Apologies for what was done 
in the Senate, and gave them hopes of his be- 
ing more mild for the future ; becauſe Puniſh- 
ment enough had been exacted, he on the con- 
trary declar'd, that the meaſures of Proſcription 
ought to be ſtated, that all chings might be left 
iree to him to do what he would. Bur this was 
a perverſeneſs he afterwards repented of, and 
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to ſhew he relented, he honour'd YVinizis Philo- 
paemenes with the Dignity of a Knight, becauſe 
it was ſaid that he conceal'd his Patron when he 


was proſcribed. He made this Office very in- 


vidious, and procur'd himſelf much hatred by 
it: For when he was making an Harangue, he 
obſerv'd, that Pinarivs a Roman Knight , writ 
down the Minutes of what he ſaid ; the Townl- 


men. mixing themſelves with the Soldiers, he 


elteeming it a piece of impudent Curioſity, and 
tcaking him for a Spy, caus'd him to be killd in 
his preſence. And Tedins Afer, who was de- 
fign'd Conſul, becauſe he was bitter in his Re- 
fletions upon ſomething that he did, he terrt- 
fied with ſuch Menaces,that he made him throw 
himſelf from a Precipice. Q. Gellzzs roo, that 
was Pretor, when he came to talute him accord- 
ing to Cuſtom in the Morning, and carrying a 
pair of double writing Tables under his Gar- 
ment, he thinking it to be a Stilerttoe, and not 
having the Courage to enquire, though he might 
have been diſabuſed in the Search, he ordered 
his Centurions and Soldiers to take him from 
the Tribunal, and then tortur'd him like a Slave: 
And when all the Convulſions of the Rack 
could not extort a Confeſſion from him, he 
commanded him to be killd, after having firſt 
plucked our his Eyes with his own Hand. But 
he, to palliate this Inhumanity, writes that this 
Gellizs was to poignard him when he had gain'd 
a lamiliar Acceſs to his Perſon; that upon this 
he caſt him into Priſon , and baniſh*d him at- 
terwards the City , with an Interdi& upon him 
never to return , and that he either periſh'd by 
Shipwrack, or fell amongſt an Ambuſcade of 


Thieves, He took the Office of Tribune o— 2un 
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him, and made it perpetual; but twice in the 
ſpace of five years he admitted a Colleague. He 
aſſumed likewiſe the Regulation of Manners 
and Laws, though he was not dignified with 
the formal Authoricy of Cenſor, yet he thrice 
taxed the People, and made that Office of the 
ſame duration, the firſt and third time with a 
Colleague, and the ſecond time by himſelf. 

25. He had thoughts twice of reſigning up 
the Government of the Commonwealth ; che 
firſt time was after Antony was fubdu'd, calling 
to mind what had been ſo often objeed to him, 
that it was his fault only that it was not done; 
and then his daily Crazineſs making all Ho- 
nours uneaſfie to him, he aſſembling the Magi- 
itrates and Senats in his Houſe, deliver'd them 
up the Regiſter of the Empire , wherein all 
things were put down relating to its Concerns, 
written with his own Hand : But then conſt 
dering with himſelf, that it was hazardous tor 
Him to be lefſen'd to a private. Condition, and 
Raſhneſs to abandon the Government to - the 
Will of many, he perſiſted in his firſt Reſolu- 
tion of retaining ic himſelf, But *cis uncertain 
whether the Event was more proſperous, or the 
original . Deſign. As he was very often brag- 
ging of this Intention, 10 he gave a Teſtimony 
of-it by theſe Words of an Edidt; I wiſh 1 
could ſo aſſure the Safety of Rome, as to keep it 
mm its right Poſition , that ſo I might reap that 
Fruit out of the Inſtitution which I deſire, and be 
ftiPd the Author of the beſt ſort of Government, 
and hen I die, I may carry this Hope along with 
?ne, that it will ſtill continue firm upon that Baſis 
which I have laid for it. And he made himſelf 
Maſter of his Deſire ; for he endeayour'd al- 
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_ ways that no body ſhould repent of admitting 


lo profitable an Innovation. 

28. The City, which was not adorn'd ſuita- 
ble to the Grandeur of the Empire, and was 
beſides ſubject to Fires, and the Inundations of 
che Tyber, he ſo beautified, that he might juſtly 
boaſt of leaving Rome polite with Marble, which 
be found made of Brick. And he tranſmitted it 
to Poſterity in as ſafe a Condition as could pol- 
ſibly be contrived for by Humane Providence. 
He built likewiſe a great many Publick Works; 
but thoſe which carry'd the Preheminence 
from the reſt, were the Court of Judica» 
ture , with the Temple of Mars the Revenger, 
the "Temple of 4pollo in the Palatine Quarter, 
and that of Feve the Thunderer in the Capitol. 
The Motive that induc'd him to build the Fe- 
74m, was the great Concourſe of Clients, and 
mulriplicity of Law-Suits, ſo that two were | 
not of capacity to contain ſo great a num- | 
ber, and be the Scene of ſo much Buſineſs, but - 
that there wanted a third ; therefore with a 


guick diſpatch, before the Temple of Mars was | 


compleated, he decreed; That all publick De- 
Cilions, and chuſing of Judges by Ballotting, 


ſhould be there ſeparately perform'd ; he made | 


a Vow to ered a Temple to Mars at the Battel 
of Philippe , which he fought to revenge the 
Death of his Father ; he likewiſe commanded, | 
that all the Meaſures relating to War and Trr | 
umphs ſhould be here concerted ; that thoſe 
who had the Supreme Authority over Provinces | 
and Armies, ſhould be attended with a Train 
trom hence, and when they return'd Conque- 
rors, ſhould here hang up the Trophies of their 
Victories. The Temple of Apollo he _— 
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that part of the Palatine Quarter which was 
ruin'd by Thunder, and therefore the South- 
fayers declard, chat the Gods expected. that 
it ſhould be re-edified ; he likewiſe made an 
addition of a Portico, with a Library richly 
furniſh'd with Greek and Latin Books. In this 
place, when Years were advancing upon him, 
he often held his Senate, and revis'd the ſeveral 
Diviſions of his Judges ; he conſecrated a Tem- 
ple to Fove the Thunderer , to celebrate an 
Eſcape from a Danger which was ſomewhat 
ſignal ; for when- he' was upon an Expedition 
in Cantabria, and travelling by night, a Flaſh of 
Lightning ſtruck againſt his Litter, and kilFd 
the Servant which carried the Flambeau. Se- 
veral Works he built, and diſguis'd the Bene- 
factors under other Perſons Names, as of his 
Wife, his Siſter, and his Grandchildren ; the 


Inſtances of it were the Portico and Royal 


Building of Lucizs and Caius, that of Livia and 


. Off avia, and the Theatre of Marcellzs. By his 


Example and Sollicitations he excited the Ge- 
neroſity of thoſe who made *'any eminent Fi- 
gure in Rome, that they would beautifie the 
City, either by ere&ing new Piles, or repaif- 
ing thoſe that were decay*'d, and giving them 
a new Luſter : Accordingly Marcins Philippas 
buile the Temple of Hercules of the Muſes; L: 
Cornificizs , that of Diana; Aſmins Pollio, the 
Court of Liberty ; Munatins Plancas, the Tem 
ple of Saturn; Cornelizs Balbws, a Theatre ; 
Statilizs Taurys, an Amphitheatre ; and Agrippa 
a great many, and thoſe very ſplendid Edifices. 
29. He divided the City into Streets and 
Wards, and ordain'd that the Wards ſhould be 
governed by Magiſtrates, who were to be at 
H 2 nually 
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nually choſen by Lot, and the other by Perſons 
elected out of the Common People of theNeigh- 
berhood. He was the firſt that inſtitutedWatches 
to go theRounds,to prevent Fires and Murdersin 
the Night; and to keep back the Inundations of 
the Tyber, he enlarg'd its Channel, and cleansd 
it from all the Rubbiſh and Ruines of Houſs, 
which by falling into it, had contracted the 
Stream, and made it overflow its Banks; that 
the Avenues to the City might be eaſie and ac- 
ceſlible, he undertook to repair the Flamminian 
Way as far as Arimimum, himſelf, and the reſtof 
the Roads he diſtributed to the Care of thoſe 
who had triumph*d, and the Expences to be 
defray*d out of the Spoils of the Enemy. The 
Religious Places which were eaten out by time, 
or conſum'd by Fire, he took care to rebuild, | 
and adorn'd them and the reſt with Preſents of | 
an enormous Value; for he beſtow*d upon'the | 
Temple of Fupiter in the Capitol, 16000 weight | 
of Gold, and Jewels, and Precious Stones, which | 
amounted to Fifty millions of Sefterces, with 
one ſtroxe of magnificent Liberality. _ | 

30. When he was Chief Prieſt, which he 
defterr'd the aſſuming of till after the Death of 
Lepidns, (for he would not deprive him of it ., 
whilſt he was alive) he made a ſearch every + 
where for all the Books of Propheſie which 
were writ either in the Greek or Latin Tongues, * 
and obtain'd amongſt the People (though the 
Authors of them were either unknown, or not 
of competent Vogue) and burn'h of them to 
the number of 2000 ; he only preſerv*d thoſe | 
of the Sibys from the Flames, and out of theſe 
too he made a Choice, and laid them up in 
two gilded Repoſitories, under the Pedeſtal of | 
| | Apollo's 
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Apolls's Statue, in the Palatine Quarter. The 
Year, which was firſt modelPd by Tulizs 
his Calendar, but afterwards through negli- 
gence became intricate and confus'd, he re- 
duc'd to its firſt Method and Calculations ; 
and in the Reformation of it, he choſe rather 
to call the Month Sexti/zs by his own Sir-name of 
Auguſt, than September, (though *twas the Month 
wherein he was born) becauſe he obtain'd his 
firſt Conſulſhip and many ſignal Victories in it; 
he enlarg'd the Number, added to the Honour 


' of the Prieſts, and raisd their Revenue in pro- 


portion to their Dignity ; but the Veſtal Vir- 
gins he took moſt immediately into his Prote- 
Gion ; and when after the Death of any one, 


_ another was to be ſubſticuted in her room, and 


many Fathers anxiouſly deprecated that the Lot 
of Choice might not fall upon any of their 
Daughters, he proteſted folemnly, That if the 
Years of any of his Grand-daughters were ripe for 
it, he would offer her himſelf to the Veil. Some 
Cuſtoms, which through length of time had 
been diſus'd, and became obſolete, he reftor'd 
to their primitive Obſervance ; as the Augury of 
Health, the Flamenſhip of Fupiter , the Lupercal 
Feitival, the Secular and Compitalitian Games ; 
he forbid any one to run in the Lupercals, un- 
leſs they had Beards. In the Secular Games, he 
likewiſe prohibited the young People of either 
Sex to frequent the Paſtimes that were celebra- 
ted by Night, unleſs in the Company of their 
grave Relations, as a Reſtraint upon their Con- 
verſation. In the Compitalitian Games, he or- 
der'd, that the Statuez of the Houſhold Gods 
ſhould be hung with Garlands twice a Year, 


compos'd of Spring and Autumn Flowers. 
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Next to the Devotion he paid the Immortal 
Gods, he peculiarly honour'd the Memory of 
thoſe Commanders, who by their Valour had 
cultivated the Growth of the Roman Empire,and 
from ſuch low beginnings, rais'd it to its height ; 
therefore he repair'd their Publick Works, with 
their Inſcriptions kept inviolate, and dedicated 
their Statues to Fame, cut in Triumph in both 
the Porticoes of his Forum, and then declar'd 
by an Edi&, That he did this induFiriouſly , that, 
according to their Exampl:, himſelf, whilſt be was 
diving, and the Princes his Succeſſors in future 
= might be paſſionately deſir'd by the Citizens, 

8 remov*d likewiſe the Statue of Pompey trom 
the Court wherein Ceſar was aflaflinated, and 
plac'd it over againſt his Theatre, upon a Mar- 
31. He corrected many things of pernicious 
example, which through the licentious Cuſtoms 
and Infolence of Civil Wars, or the lazineſs 
and inactivity of Peace, tended to the Ruine 
of the Publick ; for many Highway-men ap- 
pear'd openly with their Swords by their Sides, 
as if it was only to defend themſelves, and ſur- 
prifing Travellers in the Fields, without any. : 
diſtin&tion whether they were Servants or Free- 
men, condemn'd them to ſevere Labour in their 
Workhonſes, There were alſo ſeveral Factions 
which entred into a Combination, under the 
Name of the New College, and bound them- 
ſelves in mutual Obligations of doing all ſorts of 
Wickedneſs ; he therefore diſpos'd his Guards in 
Places ſo very commodious, that he fſuppreſs'd 
the Bandit}, viſited theſe Arbitrary Priſons, and 
diſfolv*'d all Societies, but thoſe which were con- 
firm'd by Time, and lawful in ea: = 

| | | urn'd 
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burn'd the old Tables of Debts, wherein any 
one ſtood oblig'd to the Publick Treaſury, be- 
cauſe it miniſtred the chief Occaſion to Calum- 
niators to foment Law-ſuirs. The Publick Pla- 
ces in the City, whole Title was controverted, 


healways adjudg'd to be their Right who were 


in Poſleflion : Thoſe who lay long under Con- 
finement, by reaſon their Proceſles were delay'd, 
and no Conſequence reſulred from ir, but the 
pleaſure their Enemies took to ſee them in want 
and live naſtily, he ſtruck their Names out of 
the Liſt of Criminals; he tied it on likewiſe 
with this Condition , that if any haraſs'd them 
with freſh Informations , they ſhould undergo 
the ſame Puniſhment themſelves; but that no 
Buſineſs ſhould be interrupted by delay , nor 
Crime eſcape unpuniſh'd, he took off chirty 
days from the Honorary Plays, and wholly 
appropriated them to the Pleading of Caulcs. 
To the three Decuries of Judges, he added a 
fourth of a ſubordinate Quality, who were to 
determine of leſſer Sins. He choſe Judges at 
Twenty five years of age, which was five years 
earlier than they us'd to be; but many decli- 


ning that Office, it was with great difficuley 


obtain'd from him, that each Decury by turns 
ſhould enjoy an Annual Vacation, and that 
thoſe Cauſes which were us'd to be pleaded in 
the Months of Newember and December , ſhould 
be wholly omitted. 

32. He gave Judgment every day himſelf, 
and ſometimes in the Night : If his Body was 
indiſpos'd, he heard Cauſes lying upon a Couch 
at home, or had it plac'd before the Tribunal. 
He was not only affiduqus, but very mild in 
the exerciſe of this Authority ; far one mani- 
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feſtly guilty of Parricide being brought before 


him, to prevent his being ſown up in a Sack, 
which is the Puniſhment they muſt ſuffer for 
the Crime, but not unleſs they confeſs it, he 
ſzem'd to put a Defence in his Mouth, by ask- 
ing him this Queſtion, Are you ſure that you 
kild your Father 2 When there was an Arguing 
likewiſe betore him about a forg'd Will, and by 
the Cornelian Law, all that ſign'd it as Witneſles, 
were look'd upon as equally guilty ; beſides, the 
two uſual Tables, the one of which condemn'd, 
and the other abſolv'd the Offender , he gave a 
third to the Judges, whereby he pardon'd thoſe 
who were betray'd to ſet their Hands by others 
circumventing them, or who err'd through in- 


 advertency. The Appeals of . the Citizens, 


when any Difference hapned amongſt them, he 
delegated to the Cogniſance of the Pretor ; 
but the Provincial ones he committed to the de- 
ciſlion of thoſe who had been Conſuls ; to each 
of whom he allotted his Diſtrict of Authority, 
to preſide over the Aﬀeairs of his Province. 

22. Some Laws he revis'd, and others he 
mace wholly new; as the Sumptuary Law, 
that againſt Adultery, and for the evinion 
of Modeſty; one to prevent Bribes in the 
gaining of Offices, and. another that oblig'd all 
to marry tor the good of the Publick : But be- 


1365 4 little more ſevere in the Reformation of | 


this Law than the reſt, he met with ſuch a 
number of Oppolers, who grew mutinous upon 
it, that he could: not carry it, unleſs he took 
away or mitigated fome part of the Puniſh- 
ment, by indulging a three years Vacation after 
the Death of the Wife, and adding to the Re- 
wards; and when a Knight, at a Publick Shew 
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in the Theatre , peremptorily demanded the 
Abolition of that Law, he ſent for the Chil- 
dren of Germaniczs, and ſome being dandled in 
his own Lap, and others in that of their Fa- 
ther , he ſhew'd them to the People, giving 
palpable Intimations, both by his Hands and 
Countenance, that they would not think it 
grievous to imitate the Example of that young 
Gentleman, but would all emulouſfly contend 
to get Children, as Germanic had done; and 
when he ſaw that the Energy of his Sanction 
was like to be eluded by the immature years of 
the Bride, and the often changing of Marriages, 
he limited the times of Contra, and found 
out a Temper whereby he regulated Divorces. 
24. The extravagant number of the Sena- 
tors , .which amounted to above a thouſand, 
and ſome who had no Worth to qualifie them, 
which made a tumultuous and unhandſom ap- 


pearance , he reduc'd within their ancient Li- 


mits, and retriev'd their Splendor, (for after 
Cz/ar's Death, they were promoted by Favour 
and Corruption, and were opprobriouſly calFd 
by the Common People the Orcin;, becauſe they 
had no Maſter above ground)and this he effeted 
by two ſorts of Elections ; the firſt was as they 


pleas'd themſelves, every one chufing his Man; - 


the ſecond by his own Royal Choice, and that 
of Agrippa. "Twes at this time the Opinion 
went about him, that he wore a Coat of Mail 
under / his Garment, and had a Sword by h's 
Side when he preſided ar this Elez&ion ; ten of 
the moſt valiant of his Friends, who were of 
the Senatorian Order, encompaſling his Chair. 
Cordizs Cremutizs writes, That no Scnator had 
accels to his Preſence; unleſs he was alone, and 
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his Boſom firſt ſearch'd, leſt a Poignard ſhould 
be conceald there; ſome he ſo importun'd, 
that he forc'd them to the Modeſty of excuſing 
themſelves, as not equal to the Charge ; but 
though they bluſh'd chemſclves out of the Em- 
ployment, yet he itill reſerv'd to them the Ho- 
nourable Privileges of wearing the Robe, of 


fitting in the Orch:5ire at Publick Spectacles, 


and Feaſting in the Capitol. But that thoſe 
who were ele&ed and approv'd, might dil- 
charge their ſeveral Functions more ſolemnly, 
and with leſs diſturbance, he ordain'd , That 
before any one took his Seat, he ſhould offer his 
Devotions at the Altar of that God with Fran- 
kincenſe and Wine, in- whoſe Temple the 
Convention was held ; and that no oftner than 
twice in a Month a lawful Senate ſhould be 
aſlembled, which had ſtated days for their 
coming together, and that was in the Calends 
and Ides ; that in the Months of September and 
Ofober it ſhould not be neceſſary for any more 
to be preſent, than thoſe which were choſen by 
Lot, which ſhould be a competent number to 
paſs any Decree. He reſtrain'd himſelf like- 
wile to a Cuſtom of chuſing Privy Counſellors 
for ſix Months, with whom he prepar'd Buſinel- 
ſes to be referr'd afterwards to a full Senate, as 
their laſt Reſort. In Matters ofi Importance he 
did not ask the Senators Opinions according to 
Cuſtom, and every one in his Order, but as it 
pleas'd himfelf, that each Man ſhould be {train'd 


up to that attention of Mind, as if he was to 


make-a Propoſal of his own, and not barely to 

aſſent to that of another. 
35. Other things likewiſe challenge him for 
tlie Author ; as for inſtance, That the Tranſ- 
q actions 
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ations of the Senate ſhould not be diyulg'd ; 
that Magiſtrates, when they laid down their 
Honour, ſhould not be preſently diſpatch'd to 
the Command of a Province ; that a certain 
Sum of Money ſhould be allotted to the Pro- 
conſuls, to furniſh out their Equipage of Mules 
and Tents, which were before hir'd ior them 
at the Publick Expence ; that the Charge of 
the Treaſury ſhould paſs from the City Quz- 
ſtors to the preſent Prztors, or thole who had 
born that Office; and that the Centumwiral 
Court, which was formerly calld by thoſe who 
had been Quzeſtors, by the ſetting up of a Spear, 
ſhould now be done by the Decemwvir:. 

36. And that a greater number might have 
2 ſhare in the Adminiſtration of Afﬀairs, he 
erected new' Offices, as the overſceing Publick 
Works, High-ways, Common Waters, the Chan- 
nel of Tyber, the diſtributing Corn to the Com- 
mon People, the Provoſtſhip of the City, and 
the two Triumvirates , the, one to congregate 
the Senate, and the other to take account of, 
and muſter the Troops of Horſe, as often as 
'*rwas needful. He again reſtor'd the Cenfors, 
whoſe Creation had been diſus'd a long time, 
and encreas'd the number or the Pretors : He 
requir'd likewiſe, that as often as he was cho- 
ſen Conſul, he might have two Colleagues for 
each Conſulate ; but this he could not obtain, 
tor they all unanimouſly cry*d out, that it de- 
tracted already from the Greatneſs of his Con- 
dition, that the Honour of that Command was 
eclips'd ſufficiently, by admitting one only. 

37. Nor had he a frugal hand in rewarding 
Military Worth ; for he decreed compleat Tri 
umphs ta thirty Commanders, and others he 
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* took care to remunerate with Triumphal Orna- 
Ct, ments. That the Senators Sons might be early 
tinctur'd with the Reliſh of publique Aﬀairs, he 
permitted them to wear the Ferile Habit, and 
then the Senators Robe, and to be preſent at 
their Debates. When they were firſt enroll'd 
"ſ in the Militia, he not only made them 'Tribunes 
Alf of Legions, but gave them the Command of 
| whole Wings, and that every one might be ex- 
perienc'd in the Art of the Camp, he gave the 
| Command of two Wings to two of the Senators 
ith) Sons. He made frequent Muſters of che Horſe, 
bj and after a long Omiſtion, reviv'd 
the Cuſtom of * Tranſvection ; but 
he would not ſuffer any of them to 
be arreſted, or have their Horſes ta- 
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Walls, and carried 7t on 
eo the Temple of Caſtor 
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ken from them, whilſt this Cerema- 
ny was performing, as was us d tobe 
cone. Him that was old or notort- 
ouſly maim'd, he 1o far indulg'd, 
chat ſending his Horſe before in the 
Ranks, himſelf ſhould come behind 
on Foot, to anſwer thoſe things 
which ſhouid be objected to him by 


his Accuſer, as often as he ſhould be 
, calFd upon ; ant aiterwards he was ſo conde- 
ſcending, that he gave them leave to return 
their Horſzs, it they were thirty five years of age, 
and were unwilling to retain them longer. 

35. Having obtained ten Afliitants of the 
Senate, he made every Horſe-man give an ac- 
count of his Life, and thoſe whoſe Conduct he 
diflik*d, ſome he puniſh'd with Inflictions, and 
{ome with Ignominy ; the moſt he only admo- 
niſh'd, but variouſly; the gentleſt ſort of Re 


primand he us'd, wagsche delivering them ſeal'd 
Tables, 
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Tables, wherein their Miſcarriages were regi- 


ſtred, and theſe they were to read only to them- 
ſelves, and preſently upon the place ; and ſome 
he animadverted upon, for that taking up Mo- 
ney at very light Intereſt, they put it out after- 
wards to enormous uſe. 

29. If any Candidates were wanting at the 
Aſſemblies for chooſing Tribunes, he created 
Senators out of the Roman Knights, ſo that when 
their Office was over, it might be left to their 
Choice to remain in what Order they pleas'd ; 
but when many of the Knights having im- 
pair'd their Patrimonies in the Civil Wars, had 
not the Confidence to behold the publick Games 
out of the Gallery of fourteen Benches, for fear 
of the Puniſhment inflicted by the Theatre for 
that Preſumption, he declar'd that thoſe ſhould 
not be obnoxious to it, who either themſelves 
or Fathers, ever had a Gentleman's Eſtate. He 
cens'd the People by Streets, and that they 
might not too frequently be diftrafted from 
their Buſineſs by looking after their Doles of 
Bread, -he delſign'd to have given them Tickets, 
by ſhewing of which, they might demand thoſe 
Allowances thrice a year ; butthey clamorouſly 
importuning that their old Cuſtom might be 
continu'd to them, he condeſcended to their 
Cries, that they ſhould again Receive it 
monthly. He reſtor'd likewiſe the antient 
Rites and Ulages of Aſſemblies, forbid the go- 
ing about to buy Votes, by many and ſevere 
Penalties ; and at the day of the publick Meet- 
ing, that they might not deſire any thing of the 
Candidates, he diſtributed a thouſand Seſterces 
a piece out of his own bounty, to two perſons 
who were of Fabia and Scaptia his own Tribes; 

beſides, 
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beſides, he thought it a matter of high moment 
to preſerve the Roman People unmixt, and that 
they ſhould not be debas'd by the Alloy of any 
Foreign or Servile Blood ; therefore he was ve- 
ry ſparing of the Freedom of the City, and 
preſcrib'd new Orders for the Manumiſflion of 
Slaves. When Tiberizs addrefſs'd himſelf to him 
in the behalf of a Grecian that was his Client, 
he wrote him back this Anſwer, That he would 


' not. grant him his Requeſt, unleſs he would re- 


monſtrate to him perſonally, what juſt Reaſons 


| he had to become his Petitioner : and when L;- 


via interceded for a Tributary Gaule, he denied 
to make him a Deniſon of Rome, but volunta- 
tarily granted him an Immunity from Taxes, 
declaring, that he had rather be diminiſh'd in 
the Profits of his Exchequer, than that the Ho- 
nour of Rowe ſhould be fo vilely profticuted ; 
not content to have made it a matter of ex- 
tream difficulty for Servants to obtain their Li- 
berty at all, and much more a compleat En- 
franchiſement. . After he had made a fcrupu- 
lous enquiry into the Number, Condition, and 
Difference, of thoſe who were to be manu- 
mitted, he ſuperadded this Injun&ton, that no 
one that had been tortur'd or bound in Chains, 
ſhould be made a Citizen upon any pretence of 
Liberty whatever. He made it his Endeavour 
likewiſe to bring the ancient Habit into faſhion ; 
for ſeeing once a great Company in black Gar- 
ments gather'd about the Roſtrum, he brokg out 
into theſe paſlionateExprefſions: 


Romans, whom wreaths of Victory do crown, 
Are now a dirty Nation in @& Gown. 


He 
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He impos'd it as a particular Task upon the 
e/£diles, that they ſhould not ſuffer any one for 


the fyture to ſit either in the Forum or Circque in 


their Gowns, unleſs they had firſt put off thoſe 
Garments which they us'd to throw over cheir 
Shoulders, to ſhelter them from the Weather. 


 _ 40. Hediſpens'd his Liberality to Men of all. 
Orders,as the Occaſions were emergent ; for after 


his Triumph at Alexandria, bringing princely 
Treaſures into the City, there was ſo great a 
plenty of Money, that Intereſt falling to a ve- 
ry low Ebb, the value of Lands was proporti- 
onably advanc'd ; and afterwards if any Mo- 
ney remain'd out of confiſcated Goods, he in- 


-dulg'd the Uſe of it gratuitouſly to them for ſuch 


a limited time, whoſe Eſtates amounted to twice 
the value of what they receiv'd for the Security 
of the Principal. He made great Accefſions to 
the Eſtates of the Senators : and as before they 
were tax'd at the rate of 800000 Selterces, he 
now rais'd them to 1200000, and ſupply*d 
them himſelf wherein they fell ſhort of that 
Sum. He made frequent Diſtributions of Mo- 
ney to the People, but the Sums were different ; 
for ſometimes he would give 400, ſometimes 
390, and ſometimes only 250 Seſterces : neither 


would he omit the young Lads, tho” their cu- 


ſtom was not to receive till they were 11 years 
of Age. Ina ſcarce Year, when the Exigents 
of Hunger were prefling, he would order Corn 
to be meaſur'd out to the People ſo much an 
Head, very. often for an inconfiderable Price, 
and ſometimes for none at all, and would double 
their Money-Tickets. 
41. But that you may underſtand him to be 
rather a frugal than an ambitious Prince, when 
che 
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the People complain'd of the ſcarcity and dear- 
neſs of Wine, he reprimanded them in a very 
auſtere Accent, telling them, That his Son-in- 
law Agrippa had 1ufficiently provided by his 
Aquzdutts, that no body ſhould periſh with 
Thirſt. And when the ſame People were ſaw- 
cily demanding a Largeſs, which had been pro- 
miſled them, he return'd them this Anfwer, 
That he was of Credit, and a reſponſible Man. 
And when they requir'd a Congiary, that was 
not to be claim'd by them upon ſuch an En- 
gagement, he reproach'd them with their Im- 
pudence, and the baſeneſs of the Action, even 
by a publick Edict, declaring that he would 
now bawk his own Inclinations, and not give 
them any thing, tho” he deſign'd it. With no 
le(s Gravity, and ſteadineſs of Reſolution, when 
he gave out that he would beſtow a Congliary, 
and found that a great many manumitted Slaves 
had fraudulently inſerted themſelves in the 
number of the Citizens, he declar'd, that thoſe 
ſhould not receive to whom the promiſe was not 
made ; and as to the reſt, he detracted ſome- 


thing from his intended Bounty, that the 'Sum | 
he delign'd might be ſufficient tor them all. But | 
. once upon a very great Dearth, and when. Ex | 


pedients could not be eaſily tound out to relieve 
it, he turn'd the Slaves, the Families of Gladia- 


tors, and all Foreigners, except Phyſicians and | 
Schoolmaſters, and part of the Domeſticks, out | 


of the City ; but when the Year. began to reco- 
ver it ſelf, he gives this Account in Writing, 


Thar he had a ftrong Inclination upon him ut- | 


terly to have aboliih'd chote Diſtributions of 
Corn, becauſe dependance upon them made 
People incurious of Husbandry and tilling the 


Fields: | 


| 
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Fields : but that he afterwards cool'd in that 
Reſolution, for that he concluded it to himſelf 
as certain, that the Ambition of ſome one of 
his Succeſlors, would prompt him to reſtore that 
oſtentatious Cuſtom; and afterwards he carried 
himſelf wich that Temper in the things, that he 
made as much account of the Farmers, and 
thoſe who buſied themſelves in the Country, as 
of the People of Rome, and admitted them to 


| as equal ſhare in that Diſtribution. 


42. He ſurpaſs'd all his Predeceſfors, both 
for the frequency, the variety, and magnificence 
of publick Spectacles. He faith, that he exhi- 
bited 24. in his own Name, and 23 more for 
thoſe who were abſent, or whoſe Abilities 
could not extend to the Charge of them. 
Sometimes he had his Plays acted in the Streets 
with variety of Scenes, and by Stage-players 
collected out of all Nations; and this not only 
in the Forum and Amphitheater, but in the Cir- 
que and Park ; and ſometimes he exhibited no- 
thing but Hunting. He built woodden Seats in 
the Campus Martins, to fee the Wreſtlers : he 
exhibited likewiſe a Naval Combat near the 
Tybre, the Ground being dug into a great hol- 
lowneſs, there where Cz/ar's Grove now flou- 
riſketh ; upon theſe days he diſpos'd Guards in 
the City, that it might not be expos'd to the 
Pillage of the Robbers, who might take the ad- 
vantage of the fewneſs of thoſe who were let 
at home. He produc'd thoie into the Cireczs 
who were ſwift Runnz:s, had a dexterity in 
managing the Chariot, and were killers of 
wild Beaſts, and ſometimes he choſe them our 
of the young Nobility : but the Flay that was 
moſt frequently acted, was that which was 

| call'd 
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calPd Troy, perform'd by great and little Boys, 
which he had purpoſedly culPd out, efteeming 
it a becoming Cuſtom, wherein the Genius of 
a great Birth and Education might exert it ſelf, 
and be conſpicuous. In this Paſtime when 
C. Nonizs Aſprenates had maim'd himſelf by a 
Fall, he beſtow'd 'a golden Collar upon him, 
and granted it as a Priviledge to him and his 
Pofterity, to bear the Sirname of Torquart, as 
denominated from that Prefent. But afterwards 
he put a ſtop to Diverſions of this nature, 
mov*d by the Oratory of A4/iniws Pollio, who in 
the Senate invidiouſly and with great vehe- 
mence, lamented the Diſaſter of his Nephew 
eſerminuns, who had alſo broken his Thigh in 
that Exerciſe. He ſometimes made uſe of the 
Roman Knights themſelves to be his Gladiators 
and Comedians, but it was before it was inter- 
dicted by a Decree of the Senate. After that 
he exhibited nothing publickly, but Lucizs, a 
Youth well deſcended, and him he ſhow'd as 
a particular Curioſity, that wanting ſomewhat 
of being 2 Foot high, and only weighing 17 
Pound, yet he had a prodigious, Stentaropho- 
nick Voice. Upon one of theſe ſolemn days | 
he broughe the Per//ian Hoſtages, who were then | 
newly arriv'd, croſs the Amphitheater, and | 
plac'd them in the ſecond Gallery above himfelt, | 
that they might be Spectators of the Game. It 
was his Cuſtom likewiſe, beſides theſe appoint- | 
ed days of Spectacles, if any thing was brought | 
to Rome unuſual and worthy admiration, he did | 
not confine himſelf to the rule of Place, Þut | 
would exhibit them any where : As once hs | 
ſhewed a Rhinoceros in the Septa, a Tiger up: | - 
on the Stage, and a Snake of 50 Cubirs Jong | 

in | 


| 
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in the Court of Aſſembles. It hapned as he was 
performing his Vows in the Circen/ian Games, he 
was ſuddenly indiſpos'd ; but his Devotion re- 
ſitting the Fit, and lying along in his Litter, he 
followed the Chariots wherein the Images of 
the Gods were carried in Proceſſion. Another 
time when he was celebrating the Sports at the 
Dedication of Marcellus his Theater, the joynts 
of his Curule Chair looſned,and threw him up- 
on his Back. His Grandchildren too once act- 
ing a Play, when he ſaw the People in a Con- 
ſternation, leſt the Houſe ſhould fall upon them, 
and he could by no means afſlwage their panick 
Terrors, he went out of his own Place, and 
ſate himſelf down in that part which was molt 
ſuſpected for its weakneſs. | 

4.3. He ſo order'd the manner of ſeeing of 
Games, that it became leſs conftus'd, and cor- 
reed their licentious Cuſtoms ; for he reſented 
an Affront- offer*d to a Senator at Pwteo/;, to 
whom no body paid any Reception in their 
moſt celebrated Games, and when there was a 
numerous Afﬀembly : Therefore an Edict of 
the Fathers iſſued forth, whereby it was en- 
joyn'd, that as often as there were any publick 
Games, the firſt Range ſhould be left void tor 
the Senators, He forbid the Ambaſladors that 
came to Rome, tho* from Nations that were 
free, and their Allies, to fit in the Orcheſtra, be- 


cauſe he had diſcover'd that ſome were dil- 


patch'd upon that Employment, whoſe Quali- 
ty reach'd no higher than being Slaves ſet at 1i- 
berty. He ſeperated the Soldier from the Popu- 
lace, and aflign'd peculiar Seats to thoſe who 
were married of the common People : the 
young Gentlemen had Places allotted them = 
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the form of a Wedg ; the next to them were 
the Schoolmaſters ; and he gave Command that 
none ſhould ſit in the Pit in black Habit. He 
would not permit the Women to behold the 
Gladiators, which they were before wont to do 
promiſcuouſly, but from the upper Gallery ; on- 
Iy the Veſtal Virgins he favourd with a Place by 
themſelves, which was over againſt the Pretor's 
Tribunal : but he fo entirely remov'd that Sex 
from the ſight of the Wreſtlers, that in the Pon- 
tificial Plays, when a couple of them was ear- 
neſtly defir'd, he deferr'd the Spectacle till the 
Morning of the next day, and ſtriatly gave out, 
that *ewas his expreſs Pleaſure, that no Women 
ſhould come into the Theater before five a 
Clock. 

44. He beheld the Games of the Circxs out 
of the Apartments of his Confidents, or of 
thoſe he had made free; ſometimes from thence 
where the Statues of the Gods were plac'd, and 
that ſitting with his Wife and Children. He 
would be away from the Sports many hours, 
and ſometimes whole days, bur firſt he ask'd 
pardon of the Spectators, and  deputed thoſe 
who ſhould prelide for him, and ſupply his Ab- 
ſence. But as often as he was preſent, he devo- 
ted himſelf wholly to the Recreation, without 
minding any thing elſe ; and this he did, either 
to decline the Aſperſion with which he remem- 
ber'd his Father Cz/ar was tainted by the com- 
mon People, that during theſe Entercainments, 
he could allow himſelf leiſure to read Letters 
and Petitions, and write Anſwers back again; 
or elſs he was really mov'd with the defire and 
abſtracted pleaſure of thoſe Sights : and that 
they did affe& him, he never yet did diflemble, 


but ' 
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but hath moſt ingeniouſly confeſs'd. Hence it 
was that even at the Sports of other People, he 
gave Coronets, and other Rewards, very great, 
and very frequently ; and he was never preſent 
at any Grecian Exerciſe, wherein he did not re- 
ward every one of the Combatants, according 
to the merit of his Performance. But the Spore 
he moſt ſtudiouſly delighted in, was to ſee them 
box it out at Fifty-cuffe, and chiefty it *twas at- 
ter the mode of the Latins ; and not thoſe ſo 
much who were regularly diſciplin'd, and va- 
lued themſelves upon it as a Profeflion, (tho' 
theſe too he would uſe to fight againſt the Gre- 


c:ans) but the Townſmen gather'd together in a 


tumultuous Heap, and who in the narrow Paf- 
ſages of the Street fought venturouſly without 


. any fleights of Art : indeed all Perſons thac 


were any ways inſtrumental to promote theſe 
publick Exerciſes, were the objects of his Care, 
and he vouchſatf'd to have them in conſiderati- 
on. He not only preſerv'd the Priviledges of 
the Wreſtlers entire, but enlarg'd them too : he 
would not ſuffer the Gladiators to fight, unleſs 
diſmiffion ſhould be the Reward for the Con- 
queror. 'The power of puniſhing Stage-players 
in all Times and Places, which was permitted 
to the Magiſtrates by an ancient Law, he took 
away, and reſtrain'd it only to the Stage, and 
during the time of Acting ; but this did not ſo 
ſlacken him, but that he ſtill ſeverely exacted 
their Exerciſes from the Winter-wreſtlers, and 


Prizes from the Gladiators. He ſo bridled the 


Licentiouſneſs of the Stage, that when 1t came 
to his knowledge, that one Stephanio, an Actor 
of Farces, had a Matron to wait upon him, in 


the Habic of a Boy, with her Hair, cut, after 
| [l 3 the 
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the Rads had chaſtiz'd him through three Ther 
aters, he at laſt baniſh*'d him. Upon the com- 
plaint likewiſe of the Pretor againit Hylas a 
Buffoon, he order'd him to be laſh'd in his 
Court-yard, excluding no body from the ſight : 
And Pylades he not only disfranchiz'd Rome, 
but turn'd him out of [aly, becauſe he pointed 
at one of the Speaors who had piled him, 
and made him thus openly ridiculous by his 
Finger. 

45. Governing the City, and adminiſtring 
the Afﬀeairs of it after this manner, by planting 
25 Colonies in Taly, he increas'd the number 
of its People ; he made it elegant ikewiſe with 
publick Buildings, and enrich'd it with Reve- 


'nues, 1o that in ſome meaſure he equall'd it to 


Rome it ſelf both for Priviledg and Honour; for 
he invented a new ſort of Suffrages, which the 
Heads of the Colonies were to gather in their 
ſeveral Precin&s, and then ſend them up ſeal'd 
to Reme againſt the day of Aflembly, for choo- 
ſing the Magiſtrates of the City. And that 
there might not be wanting a great number of 
Perfons of Condition, and the Off-ſpring of 
the Populace, if any one deſir'd it, being re- 
commended by any Town, tho? of the vileſt 
Confideration, he advanc'd him into the Order þ 
of Cavalry, and made him a Gentleman; but 
to thoſe of the common People, who when he 
viſited the Provinces, could ſhew that they 
had Sons and Daughters lawfully begotten, 
he gave to every one of them 1000 Seſterces a 
Piece. 

46. The ſtronger Provinces, which *twas nei- 
ther ſafe nar eaſie to govern by annual Magr | 


firates, he took the Adminiſtration of them up: 
on 
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on himſelf, the reſt he delegated to his Proconſuls 
by Lot ; and yet ſometimes he would intermix 
and change them, but of whatever kind theywere, 
he moſt commonly viſited them in Perſon : ſome 
of the Confederate Cities, who by being licen- 
tious, ran on to the precipice of their Ruine, 
he depriv'd of their Freedom. He reliev*'d 
ſome who were deeply immers'd in Debt, and 
thoſe which were overturn'd by Earthquakes 
he rebuilt ; or if they pleaded Services, where- 
in they deſerv*d of the Roman People, he either 
gave them the Priviledg of Latins, or the Free- 
dom of Rome. As Ithink, there was not a Pro- 
vince, except only Africk and Sardinia, which 
he did not perſonally viſit : he made all things 
ready for his Paſſage thither, having pur to 
flight Sexrzs Pompeize ; but ſuch extraordinary 
Tempeſts blew with that force and continuance, 
that they hinder'd his Deſign, and afterwards 
he had no opportunity, nor was there any oc- 
caſion for his Tranſportation. 

47. The Kingdoms which he made himſelf 
Maſter .of by the Right of Conqueſt, except 
{ome very few, he either reſtor'd to the original 
Poſlſeſlors from whomhe took them, or beſtow'd 
them upon Strangers. "The Kings which were his 
Allies, he joyn'd faſt to one another, by the 
mutual Obligations of an intimate Friendſhip, 
having Inclinations always ready to promote en- 
dearing and amicable Correſpondencies, and 
he cheriſh'd all with that Tenderneſs ; as look- 
ing upon them to be members and eſſential parts 
of the Empire. He appointed a Guardian like- 
wiſe to thoſe who were Minors and Lunaticks, 
till the one arriv'd to the years of Maturity, and 
the other regain'd his Reaſon ; and to the Chil- 
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dren of a great many, he gave the ſame Edu- 
cation as he did to his own, . and brought them 
up together. 

483. Out of his military Forces, he diſtributed 
his Legions and Auxiliaries by Provinces, and 
he order'd two Fleets to ride, one at M:ſenum, 
and the other at Ravenna, to guard the upper 
and lower Seas. He ſelected a certain num- 
ber of Men, partly for his own Security, and 
partly for that of che City, difmitfling his Band 
of Calagnrſitans and Germans, both which he re- 
tain'd tor the Guards of his Body, the one till 
the Defeat of Anthony, and the other till he loſt 
his Legions under YVarzs. Neither would he ſut- 
fer more than three Cohorts to be in the City, 
and thoſe without any Encampents; the reſt 
*twas his cuſtom to ſend to the Frontier-Towns 
both in Winter and Summer. But where- 
cver his Soldiers were, he confin'd them to a 
{tri Allowance both for Stipend and Reward, 
che time of their ſerving in the Militia, and 
that of their Diſmiflion, being alloted ont ac- 
cording to each ones degree and merit. "That 
they might not after Disbanding be provok'd 
by their ſenſe of being old and in want, to at- 
rempt any ſeditious Innovations in the State, and 
that there might be an eaſie and conſtant Sup- 
ply of Revenue to protect and cheriſh them, he 
conſtituted a "Treaſury for the Soldiers, with 
Taxes appropriate to their Maintenance ; and 
that the conveyance and knowledg of what 
was tranſacted in each Province, might be the 
more expedite, he firſt lodg'd young Men up- 
on the Roads, where the Soldiers were quar- 
rerd, and at moderate Diſtances, that the 


Communication might be quick ; and then he 
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ſt up flying Chariots for the ſwifter Intelli- 
gence. This ſeem'd to him the moſt commo- 
dious Expedient, becauſe that thoſe who 
brought the Letters to him from the Place, 
might be ask*d particular Queſtions perſonally, 
if the exigence of Aﬀairs requir'd it. 

49. In ſigning all his Diſpatches, publick Oc- 
ders, and Letters, he at firſt us'd the Impreflion 
of a Sphinx, afterwards the Pifture of Alexan- 
der the Great, and at laſt his own, which was 
engrav*d by the Hand of Dzoſcorides. And this 
the Princes who ſucceeded him, continued the 
Cuſtom on to ſeal with themſelves. 

50. Inall his Letters he was ſo nicely obſer- 
vant, that he put down the Minutes of the 
Hour, not only of the Day but Night, wherein 
they were dated. Of his Clemency and mild 
Temper there are many and illuſtrious In- 
ſtances. 

51. Not to enter into the Detail of how ma- 
ny, and who they were of different Factions, 
which he not only granted Pardon and Safety 
to, but ſufferd them to enjoy the principal Em- 
ployments of the City. On Funins Nowatrs, 
and Caſſins Patavinus, who were of the Dregs 
of the People, he thought it a ſufficient puniſh- 
ment, only to inflict a pecuniary Mulct, and a 
ſlight puniſhment ; tho' one under the diflem- 
bled Name of young Aerippa, Icatter'd a moſt 
venomous Libel againſt him amongſt the Peo- 
ple; and the other being inflam'd at an Enter- 
tainment, declar'd in the hearing of all the 
Company, That he neither wanted the Good Will or 
Courage to ſtab him. Another time, upon a day 
that he ſate in Judgment, ic being obje&ed a- 
mong other Crimes againſt Emilizs e/£lianns of 

Cordova, 
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Cordova, that he was wont to ſpeak ſcurrilouſly 
and irreverently of Cz/ar, he turn'd to the In- 
former and in a ſeeming Paſſion, 7 wiſh, cryd 
he, thou couldſ# but prove this to me, I would make 
Aclianus know that I have a Tongue too, and could 
ſay much more of bim ; neither did he enquireany 
farther into the matter either then or at any 
time afterwards. To Tzberizs allo aggravating 
more violently the ſame Offence . committed a- 
gainſt his Honour, and prefling him to re- 
venge, he return'd this Anſwer, Be not ſo bf | 
1 Tiberius, to give way to the heat of Youthful 
Paſſion in the Proſecution of this matter, and to 
take it fo over hainouſly that any one preſumes to 
{peak Ewil of me ; for *tis ſufficient that our Condt- 
ricn z ſuch that no body can do us harm. 

52. He knew likewiſe very well that Temples 
were frequently decreed in Honour of the Pro- 
conſulls. Nevertheleſs in no Province would he 
accept of that Honour, unleſs it were in the 
Common name of Rowe and his own ; for in 
the City he moſt obſtinately . refus'd it. More 
than that, he caus'd all the Silver Statues which 
had been formerly 1ſet up in ſeveral places for 
him, to be melted down and fold, and with the 
Money bought certain Trives's of Gold which he 
Conſecrated to Palatine Apollo. When the Peo- 
ple alfo with a kind of violent Importunity of 
ter'd him the Di&atorſhip, bending with one 
knee, and caſting his Gown from his Shout 

* 7, ſhew ders, with his * Breaft uncovered he beſought 

be wild their permifſion to refule it. 

rater de $535, The Title and Appellation of Lord, as2 

(7 2 word of Scandal and Reproach he always ab 

| Empry> horr'd. For evidence of which it happen'd, 

ment, that as he was ſitting one day to ſee a Comedy, 
one 
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one of the Actors had -an occaſion to pro- 
nounce theſe words,O moſt Fuſt and Gracious Lord ; 
which the People apprehending to be {ſpoken 
purpoſely of him, tell a clapping and humming 
up the Actor after a more thanordinary manner. 
But the Emperor not only at the ſame inſtant 
both with hard frowning Countenance ſhew'd 
his diſlike of ſuch undecent Flatteries, but the 
next day reprov'd and ſuppreis'd them by a 
ſevere Edict on purpole ſer forth, and utterly 
forbid his being call'd Lord for the future, not 
enduring that Title ſo much as from his Chil- 
dren or Grand-Children, neither in jeſt nor ear- 
neſt : Beſides that he prohibiced all Sycophan- 
tries of that Nature even among themſelves. 
And very rarely it was that he ever enter'd into 
any Town or City, or departed from thence un- 
leſs it were in the Evening or Night time, that 
he might not diſturb the Inhabitants with for- 
mal and officious Attendance during his Con- 
ſulſhip, he generally walked a foot ; when out 
of that Office, he was frequently carry*d 
through the Streets in a kind of 


121 


* Cloſe Sedan. To promiſcuous * Others inſtead of ad- 
Salutions he admitted the Com- 72Perta, read adaper- 


ra, to rfie that he 
mon People alſo with ſo much _ yore 


affability and pleaſantnefs, receiving that all People might 
the Petitions of all that came, that have Liberty to ſee and 
*tis reported he merrily reprehended _ their Addreſſes to 
a certain Perſon, by telling him ,: — 
That he preſented his Petition to him, 

as if be bad been giving a half penny to an Fle- 

phant. On thoſe days that the Senate met, he 

never ſaluted the Fathers but in the Senate 

Houle ſitting, and every one by their Names 
without the Afﬀiſtance of a Prompter ; and at 


his 
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his departure he obſerv*d the ſame order in ta- 
king his leave: He exercis'd mutual Offices of 
Friendſhip and Kindnefs with ſeveral Perſons ; 
nor did he forbear to frequent and aſliſt ar all 
the Solemnities and Feſtivals of every one, till 
growing in years, and unable to endure the 
crowd upon a Nuptial Day. At what time, by 
his kind and comfortable perfwaſions, he re- 
call'd to a reſolution of living Terrinus Gallzzs a 
Senator,though his tamiliarity with him was but 
fmall, yet ſuddenly taken blind, and for that 
reaſon deſigning to ſtarve himſelf to death. 

54. As he was ſpeaking in the Senate, he was 
interrupted by one with this Expreflion, I un 
derftand you not, and by another who thus 're- 
torted, I would contradict thee, were T thy equal in 
Degree. More than this as he was one day fling- 
ing out of the Senate in a Pafiion, being of- 


 fended at the heats and extravagant Diſputes of 


the Senators one among another, certain of the 
Fathers told him plainly, That the Senators 
eught ro have their Liberty to ſpeak their minds 
freely concerning the Afﬀairs of the Commonnvealth. 
Antiſtins Labeo, at an Election of the Senate, 
where every ſingle Perſon chooſes his Man, 
made choice of M. Lepidrs, formerly the Em- 
perors Enemy, and then an Exile; and being 
ask'd by him, Whether there were not others more 
worthy ? made anſwer, That every Man was to 
iave the freedom of his own Judgement. 

. Nor was this Liberty or rather Contu- 
macy lay'd hold of to the prejudice of any 
Man. And whereas ſeveral infamous Lam- 
poons and Libells were ſcatter d about the 
Court to his diſhonour, he neither feard them, 


nor took any Care to refute them, or make 
any 
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any ſearch after the Authors. Only he made a 
Decree, that afterwards Cognizance ſhould be 
taken of thoſe that in their own or under pre- 
tended Names, publiſh'd any Defamatory Li- 
bells or Verſes to the Scandal or Diſparagemenr 
of any Man whatever. And being himſelf pro- 
vok'd by the infolent and ſawcy Jokes of ſome 
Perſons, he only an{wer'd them by ſetting forth 
an Edict to the contrary. Neverthelels he was 
an Interceſſour himſelt to the Senate, leaſt they 
ſhould determin any thing to prohibit the Li- 
berty which was us'd by ſeveral in cheir laſt 
Wills and Teſtaments. 

56. As often as he was preſent at the Eledti- 
ons of publick Magiſtrates, he rode through all 
the Tribes with his Competitors, whom he re- 
commended to their Choice after the uſual Cu- 
ſtom. He alſo gave his Suffrage himſelf in the 
Tribe as one of the People. In Courts of Ju- 
dicature he moſt patiently ſuffered himfelf co he 
examined as a Witneſs, and contradicted 1n his 
Depoſitions. He rather choſe to build his F-- 
7um or Hall of Juſtice too narrow and inconve- 
nient than to diſpoſſeſs the Owners of cheir 
Houſes adjoyning. He never recommended 
his Children to the People bur with this Addi- 
tion, If they ſhall deſerve it : And nothing of 
tended him more than to 1ce the People riſe up 
and clap their Hands in token of Reſpedt when 
the Youths in their Robes of Childhood enter'd 
the Theatre. As for his Friends though he 
were willing they ſhould be great and Potent 
in the City, yet would he not ſuffer them to 


enjoy greater Priviledges than the reſt, or to. 


be exempr irom the Judiciary Laws. 'So that 


when Aſprenas Nenins, nearly related to him, 
W.2A5 
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was accus'd by Caſſirs Severus as guilty of poy- 
loning ſeveral Perſons at a Banquet, he con- 
{ulred the Senate how to behave himſelf in that 
Caſe : For that, as he ſaid, he was in a quandary, 
leaſt if the Offender ſhould eſcape, upm his appear- 
ance fer him, he might be thought to wreſt a Ma- 
kefaffor from deſerved Puniſhment ; or if he ſhould 
z0t appear, leaſt he ſhould be ſaid to deſert and fore- 
Judge bis Friend, Upon which when all had 
given their Conſent, he ſate down for ſome 
Hours upon the lower Seats, but without 
ſpeaking a word or giving any Judicial Teſti- 
monial in his behalf. For his Clyents and De- 
pendents he appear'd as an Advocate ; as he 
did for one Scutarirs, one of his old Soldiers, 
who had an Aion of Scandal brought againſt 
him. Of all the Criminals and Perfons accus'd | 
in his Reign, he only reſcu'd one Caſtricias by 
Name, who had diſcover'd to him the Conſpi- 
racy of Mrarena ; and yet not him neither, but 
by , his importunate Entreaties, with which 
he 1o mollify'd the Breaſt of his Accufer, that 
he was content to ſurceaſe his proſecution. 

57. How highly he was belov'd by the Peo- 
ple for theſs Noble Qualities, may be eaſily 
imagin'd. I omit the Decrees of Senate which 
may ſeem to be the effe&s either of Conitraint 
or Flattery. "The Roman Knights were always 
wont to celebrate his Birth Day for two whole 
days together, of their own proper Motions, 
and by common conſent among themſelves. 
All the Orders of the City beſides, every year 
threw little Pieces of Money into Curtis's Lake, 
in Teitimony of their good wiſhes for the long 
Life and Proſperity of the Emperor. Upon 
the Calends of Fanuary, though in his _— 
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they offer'd their Newyears Gifts in the Capi- 
tol; with which Sum he bought thoſe coftly 
Images of the Gods, which he Dedicated and 


ſet up in ſeveral Villages,as of Apollo Sandaliarins, 


Tupiter Tragedius with many others. 'To- 
ward the reparation of his Palatine Houſe con- 
ſim'd by Fire, the YVeterane Soldiers, the Decu- 
ries, or Societies of the Lawyers, the Tribes, 
and indeed all Perſons of the meaneſt Rank 
and Condition had freely contributed accor- 
ding to their Ability ; but he only skimnrd 
thoſe mighty Heaps, reiuſing to take above a 
Penny from any Man tor his own ſhare. When 
he return'd alſo from any Province, they mer 
him not only with loud Acclamarions and 
Good Wiſhes, but with Songs and Dances. 
And it was obſervable, that upon the Day thac 
he enter'd the Town, there was never any Ex- 
ecution of Offenders, nor any Condemnation 
of the Guilty. 

58. The Title of Father of his Country was 
given him by all in general with the molt uni- 
verſal and unanimous Conſent that ever could 
be imagin'd. Firſt by the Commonalty, who 
ſent him their Commiſſioners to Antium for 
that purpoſe ; where becauſe he refus'd it, they 
throng'd about him being return'd to Rowe, and 
gave it him again with Laurelsupon their Heads, 
as he was going to ſee the publick Shews. Soon 
aſter the Senate did the ſame in open Court, 
not by Decree, or Acclamation, but by the 
Mouth of Valerizs Meſſalla, who being com- 
manded to deliver himſelr in the Name of the 
whole Senate, All Happineſs, ſaid he, and Pro- 
ſperity to thee and thy Family, Ceſar Auguſtus 
(for in ſo doing we believe we pray for the 
| perpetual 
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perpetual Felicity of the Commonwealth ) The 
Senate with the unanimous conſent of the Peo- 
ple of Rome, Salute thee FATHER OF THE 
COUNTRY. To whom, with Tears in his 
[ys Eyes, Auguſtzs made anſwer, (for I ſet down 
UH as well his own as Meſſalla*'s words as they were 
| fpoken) Being now the Maſter of my Wiſhes, 
(Conſcript Fathers) what have I now more to beg 
of the Immortal Gods, but that I may be permitted 
zo continue this unanimous Conſent of yours to the 
atrmoſt Period of my Life. 

59. Moreover they erected a Statue of Braſs 
and plac'd it by the Image of Eſculapivs, in 
Honour of Antonizes Muſa, his Phyſician, who 
had recover'd him of a dangerous Fit of Sick: 
neſs. And ſome Maſters of Families there were 
who provided more eſpecially by their Wills, 
that after their deceaſe their Heirs ſhould carry 
their Bodies into the Capitol, with a Victim 
led before the Corps with an Inſcription up- 
on the Forehead, declaring the Reaſon of the 
Offering to be, for that the Gods had been 
pleas'd ro permit them to leave CeASAR 
AUGUSTUS SAFE AND IN HEALTH BE- 
HIND THEM. Moreover certain Cities of 
Italy began the Year upon the Day, that he 
firſt Honour'd them with his Preſence. 

60. The Kings that were his Friends and 
Allies, every one in particular within his own | 
Kingdom buile a - City and calPd it Cz/area ; 

tro it and —_— * deſign'd to finiſh at their com- 
was nt mon Charge the Temple of Fupiter Olympics, 
fiſh C _ begun in former times n Cle po ; 20 
Time, It to his Genizs, Nay more than this, ſach was 
the Reverent Efteem which they had for his 

Perſon, that many times they lefe their own 
Kingdoms, 
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Kingdoms, to pay him daily Honours, and to 
attend, as his Subjects in Roman Habit without 
any of their Enſigns of Royalty ; and that not 
only in Rome, but as he took his Progreſles 
through the ſeveral Provinces. 

61. And now having repreſented him what 
he was in his Imperial Command, and publick 
Adminiſtration of Soveraign Government, and 
how he ruPd the greateſt part of the World as 
well in Peace as in War, I ſhall now give an 
Account of his more private and familiar man- 
ner of living; how he conversd at home a- 
mong his Friends and Relations, and his parti- 


- cular Conduct from his Youthful years to the 


laſt Moment of his Lite. His Mother he loſt 
in his firſt Confulſhip ; his Siſter Ofaviz in the 
Fifty fourth year of his Age. And as he had 
performed to both, when they liv'd,all the kind 
Offices of a Son and a Brother, ſo after their 
deceaſe he did them the greateſt Honours he 
could beſtow upon their Memories. 

62. Being as yet but under Age he was 
contracted to the Daughter of P. Servilizs 
Iſauricas ; but being reconcil'd, after their firſt 
falling out, to Arntonirs, and the Soldiers of each 
Party being defirous that the Union might be 
confirm'd by ſome ſtrict Alliance, he marry*'d 
Claudia, the Daughter of Fulvia by P. Clodins, 
and Daughter-in-Law to  Antonizs, though at 
that time ſcarce ripe for the Nuptial Bed. Bur 


upon his Mother-in-Law Fuivia's enticing him. 


to Adultery, and differences ariſing berween 
them upon his Refuſal, he ſenc the young La- 
dy home again a Virgin untouch'd as he had her. 
Soon after he took to Wife Scribonia, tho 
Widow of ewo Perſons both of Conſular Dig- 
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nity, and by one of them a Mother of Chil- 
dren. But her he Divorc'd, not able, as he 
writes himſelf, to endure her froward and pee- 
viſh Humours ; and preſently after falling in 
love with Livia Druſilla, the Wife of Tiberius 
Nero, he took her from her Husband by force, 
though at the ſame time big with Child, mar- 
ry*d her, and lov'd her entirely to the very 
laſt. 

63. By Scribonia he had Julia; by Livia ne- 
ver any Children, though he moſt paſlionately 
deiir'dit ; for ſhe miſcarry'd of the only Child, 
that ever ſhe conceiv'd by him. Fulia he mar- 
ry'd to Marcell: his Siſter Ofavia's Son, while he 
was yet a Minor; and after his deceaſe he 
gave her in Wedlock to M. Agrippa, having 
prevail'd with his Siſter to conſent to the Match 
with her Son-in-Law : For then had /grippa 
marry'd the other of the Aarcella"s, and had 
ſeveral Children by her. He being alſo dead, 
afte: long debate with himſelf, and having caſt 
his Eye upon ſeveral of the Equeſtrian Order, 
he made Choice of T:berizzs for his Son-in-Law, 
and compell'd him to put away his Wite by 


whom he had ſeveral Children,and then alſo big . 


with Child. Marczs Antonizns writes, that he firlt 
of all contracted Julia to his Son Antonizes ; then 
to Cerio, King of the Getz, at what time he 
hinfelt was allo in Treaty tor the King's 
Daughter. 

64. By Agrippa and Julia he had three 
Grand-fons, Carzs, Luci, and Agrippa, and two 


 Grand-daughters, Fulia and Agrippma. As for 


Faulia he marry'd her to LI. Panlnus the Cenfor's 
Son, and Agrippina to Germanic his Siſters 
Grand-1on. Cams and Lucims he adopted into 

his 


— 
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his own Family, after he had purchas'd them 


of their Father Agrippa, according to the uſual 


Ceremonies, for ſo much weight in Money ; and 
being yet very young, advanc'd them to Pub- 


lick Employments, deſign'd them Confuls, and 


ſent them into the Provinces to Command 
the Armies. His Daughter and Grand-daugh- 
ters he bred up with that ſeverity, as to be kept 
cloſe to their Spinning Wheels, and forbid them 
to ſpeak or do any thing but in Publick, and 
what was afterwards ſet down in the Memo- 
rials of every day. And fo ſtrictly were they 
forbid the Company of Strangers, that in a 
Letter which he wrote to L. Tucinns a Lovely 
Gentleman and of Noble deſcent, he wrote 
him word,That he had exceeded the Bounds of Mo- 
deſty, and Decency, in going to Bayz, to give his 
Daughter a Viſit. His Grand-ſons he tuter'd 
himſelf, and taught them to ſwim, and all their 
firſt Rudiments of Learning; nor was there a- 
ny thing which he labour'd more then to per- 
ted them in the Imitation of his own Chara- 
&er. Nor did he ever dine or ſup without his 
Grand-children were ſitting at the lower end 
of the Table ; nor did he ever take a Journey, 
but either they were carry'd before him in a 
Chariot, or rode a Horſe-back on each fide of 
him. Bur notwithſtanding the great hopes he 
had of his Off-ſpring through the ſtridtneſs of 
his Diſcipline, Fortune faiPd him in every one : 
For both the 7alia's, notoriolly intamous, and 
no leſs infamouſly wicked, he was compell'd t 

baniſh. Cains and Lnucivus he loſt in two an 

twenty Months one atter another ; Cains dying 
in Lyc:a, and Lucius at Marſeilles. Atter their 
deceaſs he Adopted his Third Grand-i{on {gripe 
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pa, and his Son-in-Law Tiberius, with the con- 
ſent of the People of Rome in their 
* Comitia Curiata * Court Afemblies. But Agrippa 
were thoſe when the) oving of an unruly and untract- 
went from Pariſh to B x 6» 
Pariſh to ack, the Peo- Able Diſpoſition he ſoon turn'd him 
le's conſent to ſuch or off again, and confin'd him to Sur- 
ſuch a Law, which yeutum. And indeed he took much 
was given by S#j- ore patiently the Death, than the 
Frage. | Pebaucheries and Miſdemeanors of 
his Children. For he was not ſo much afflicted - 
at the Misfortunes of Cairns and Lucins ; but of 
his Daughter he could not forbear complaining 
to the Senate, in a Letter which was openly 
read by the Quzfcr, in his: abſence from the 
City. And underſtanding much about the 
ſame time that one of his Daughters Confidents 
and Freed-women, Phzbe by name, had hang'd 
her ſelf, he proteſted, He had rather hawe beey 
Phobe's Father than Jniia's. During the time of 
her baniſhment, he would neither pernic her 
ths uſe of Wine, nor any iuperfluity. in her 
Apparel. Ar length at the end of Five years, 
he remov*d her out of the lfland, where ſhe was 
contin'd into the Continent, and treated her 
with ſomewhar lefs izverity than before ; bur he 
could never be prevail'd upon to recal her home; 
and to the People of Rczzze, thar often and molt 
carneſtly interceded tor her, he as Often us'd 
this Imprecation, 1 wiſh yee had all ſuch Wives 
and Daughters. "The Child that wes born of his 
Grand-daughter Julia he forbad to be either 
pwn'd or bred up. And as tor Agrippa, who | 
was No way to be reclaim'd, but rather grew . 
--. every day more Brute than other, he tranſpor- 
red him into an lfland, and fſut a Guard of 
Soklters upon him. And he obtain'd a —_ 
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of the Senate to havehim kept in the ſame place 
as long as he liv'd. And every time any mention 
was made either of him or the two Tulid's, 
with Tears in his Eyes, and fetching a deep 
ſigh, he would utter the following Greek 
Verle, 


"Ai dpehgy days I Tutva, d2ves I armonaciiau 


Alluding to the Verſe in Homer, in the third 
of his Iliads. 


O' that TI nere the Name of Wife had known, 
And without Children to my Grave had gone. 


Nor did he uſually call the by any other 
Names than thoſe of his thres Excreſcencies or 
Impoſtumes. / 


66. His Friendſhip was not eaſily obtain'd, 
but when contra&ed once, unſhaken and con- 
ſtant ; not only honouring the Vertues and Me- 
rits of his Friends, but conniving at their Vt- 
ces and Infirmities, fo they were not too noto- 
rious. Nor indeed, of all the number of his 
Friends ſhall we find any that were over haſti- 
ly diſcarded, unleſs it were Salvidienus Rufus, 
and Cornelius Gallus, whom from low and incon- 
fiderable Fortunes he had advanc'd the one to the 
Conſulſhip, the other to be Lord Lieutenant of 
e £gypt: The firſtof which hatching Treaſon and 
Rebellion, he deliver'd over to the Senate to be 
condemn'd ; the latter, for his Infſfolent beha- 
viour and Ingratitude, he turn'd out of his 
Provinces and forbid him his Palace. After- 
wards Gallus by the Depoſitions of his Accuſers 
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and the Decrees of the Senate, being reduc'd to 
that degree of deſpair as to be his own Executi- 
oner, he applauded indeed their Zealous indig- 
nation conceiv'd in his behalf ; but with Tears 
in his Eyes bewaylI'd his own Condition, That he 
as the only Perſon for whom it as not lawful to be 
angry with his Friends to what degree he pleas'd 
himſelf. The reſt, every one according to his 
Rank and Quality, flouriſh'd in Wealth and 


Honour to the end of their Lives, though not 


without ſome intervening Frowns and touches 
of his diſpleaſure. For ſometimes, not to men- 
tion others, he would blame both AM. Agrippa 
for his want of Patience, and Mecenas for his 
want of Taciturnity. While the one, out of a 
ſlight ſuſpition that the Emperour lookt upon 
him with an ill Eye, and that Marcellus was pre- 
ferrd before him, had left all his Buſineſs and 
Family, and withdrawn himſelf privately to 
Mitylene ; the other had blab'd to his Wile 7e- 
rentia the Secret concerning the diſcover'd Con- 


Apiracy of AMurena. He allo requir'd mutual 


Teftimonies of the Kindneſs and Aﬀection of 
his Friends, as well after their deceaſe, as when 
they were living. For though he were not co- 
vetous of Inheritances, as one that never could 
endure to accept of Legacies by the Will of an 
unknown Perſon, yet he deeply weighed the 
laſt Judgments of his Friends ; not diflembling 
his grief, if they mention'd him too ſparingly 
and meanly in Words ; nor his ſatisfaction, if 
they left behind them a Grateful and Pious e- 
iteem of his Perſon. And when he had Le- 
gacics or Parts of Inheritances left him by ſome 
Parents, he was wont to return them back im- 
mediately to their Children, or it they = 
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under Age, he reſtor'd them again upon the 
Day of Marriage, or when they pur on their 
Robes of Manhood with a conſiderable Aditi- 
on of his own. | 

69, Toward his Domeſtick Servants, as he 
was ſometimes ſevere, ſo was he alſo a molt 
clement and eaſfie Maſter, infomuch that he both 
honour'd and highly entruſted many ' of his 
freed Bondmen, as Lucinins Enceladis and others, 
Coſomms his Slave talking ſawcily of him, he pu- 
niſt*d no farther than by laying him in Irons. 
He rather choſe to tax his Steward D:omed of 
Cowardice than bad Intent, when walking a- 
lone together, at what time a wild Boar came 
running out againſt them, the Servant thruſt his 
Maſter upon the Savage Beaſt ; a thing of no 
{mall danger ; but becauſe it was not done out 
of any deſign, he turn'd it into a Jeaſt. Never- 
theleſs he put Proculzs to. death, among all his 
Freedmen the chicfeſt of his Favourites, as be- 
ing convicted to have Adulterated ſeveral Ma- 
trons of Quality. Thallas his Amanuenfis, dit- 
covering the Contents of one of his Letters for 
Five hunder'd Denaries, was by him order*d to 
have his Legs broken. The Tutors alſo, Ser- 
vants of his Son Caius, becauſe upon a Rumour 
ot his fickneſs and death, they carry'd them- 
ſelves haughtily and committed ſeveral Rapines 
in his Province, he order'd to be thrown into a 
River with a ponderous weight ty'd about their 
Necks. 

68. In his younger years he underwent the 
Infamy of many Miſdemeanors by him commit- 
ted : Sextus Pompeius upbraided him for his Effe- 
nunacy ; M. Antony tells him publickly that he 


had neyer been in that favour,nor adopted by his 
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Unckle, had he not been his Proftitute. Lucine 
alſo the Brother of Marces, icruples not to af- 
firm, that after he had been firſt deflowr'd by 
C2{ar, that he fold the remainder of his Chaſti- 
ty to 4. Hirtius in Spain for Three hunder'd 
thouſand Pieces of Money ; and that he was 
wont to ſinge his Thighs with flaming Wall- 
nuts, to make the Hair come the ſofter and 
more delicate. 'The whole Body of the Peo- 
ple alſo being aſſemblVd one day to behold a 
certain Interlude, they not only expounded to 
his diſhonour, but unanimoufly applauded a 
Verſe pronounc'd upon the Stage concerning 
one of the Galli or Prieſts of the Mother of the 
Gods playing upon his Tabor. 


Videſne ut Cinzdus Orbem digito temperet 2 


Behold that Catamite, how he the Orb 
Of ſpacious Earth can with his Finger curb. 


69. That he was addicted to the Crime of 
Adultery, his Friends themſelves do not deny, 
though they palliate and excuſe it, by alledg- 


ing that what he did was not ſo much for the 


ſatisfaction of his- Luſt, as out of Reaſon of 
State, as deſigning to diſcover the Contrivances 
of the Husbands by his familiarity with their 
Wives. Marcus Antonius, belides his over- 
haſten'd Nuptials with Livia, layes to his charge, 
that.he took a Lady who was Wife to a Con- 
iular Perſon, ' and in her Husbands preſence 
leading her out of the Dining Room into the 
Bed-Chamber, after a ſhort ſtay brought her in 
again to the Banquet, with her Ears glowing 
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red, and her Locks all in diſorder ; and that he - 


put 


Aucusrus Cazs8ar 

put away Scribenia, becaule ſhe complain'd too 
freely of the Pride and Imperiouſneſs of one of 
his Concubines. Moreover that he employ'd 
his Friends to enquire out ſuch as were for his 
turn, who afcer the Bargain made were to be 
ſtript and expos'd naked to their view, as if 
they had been to have been fold in open Mar- 
ket by Thoranius, who made it his 'Trade. Be- 
ſides this, the ſame 1M. Antony, while as yet he 
was neither his private Adverſary, nor his pub- 
lick Foe, writes to him after a familiar manner 
in theſe words. That has thus alter'd thy hu- 
mour ? Is it becauſe I Iye with a Queen ? She is my 
Wife. Is this ſuch news, have I not enjoy d her 
theſe nine years ? Prithee tell me, doſÞ thou kiſs 
one bur Drufilla ? 4 I wiſh thee after thou haſt 
read this Letter is only this, that thou '"maiſt be 
as certainly happy, as thou haſt kiſt either Tertulla 
or Terentilla, or Rufilla, or Salvia Titiſcenia, if 
not all of them. 1s it a pin matter where or to whom 
thou diſplayſt thy Inſtrument ? 

70. There was alſo a Story flew about of a 
private Supper which he made, which was 
vulgarly calld the Supper of the twelve Gods; 
at what time the Gueſts were ſaid to have ſate 
down in the habit of Gods and Goddefles, he 
himf2lf repreſenting Apollo ; and this is lay*d to 
his charge not only by Antony in an Epiltle 
where he ſatyrically names the very Perſons 
themſelves, but alſo by the following Verſes, 
better known than their Author, 


Cum primnm iftorum conduxit menſa choragum 
Sexque Deos wvidit Mallia, ſexque deas. 

Impia dum Phoabi Cxlar mendacia ludit, 
Dum nova Nivorum canat Adulteria 
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| Omnia fe a Terris tunc Numina declnarunt. 
Fugit & auratos Jupiter ipſe Thrones, 


Soon as the Veſtments for the Feait were hir'd 
Six Gods, ſix Goddeſles themſelves attir*d 
In Malliz's view ; 

And Impious Cſar nothing. would ſuffice 

Bur Phzbus ſhape, and under that diſguize 

The Adulteries of the Gods to at anew. 

Burt then the Gods withdrew 

From Sights on Earth they could.not brook, 
* Meaning And Fove himlelftheir guilded * Thrones forſook. 
the guild- 
<q Beds The noile of this Supper was ſtrangely augment- 
woere Me ed by an accidental Famin and Scarcity, that 


Counterfeit 4 . , : 
Thoibos* lay happer'd at the ſame time in the City ; ſo that 


at ſupper the' next day it was ſpread abroad, That the 


emitating Gods had eat up all the Wheat ; and that Czar 
» 7 wag was turn'd Apollo indeed, but "twas Apollo the 
* Tormentor, under which Title he was Worſhip'd 
in a certain part of the City. He was alfo 
greatly taken notice of for his immoderate de- 
fire of ſumptuous Houſhold-ftufff, Corinthian Vel- 
iels, and his being vehemently addicted to play. 
So that in the time of his Proſcription this Pal- 
guil was writ upon his Statue, 


Pater Argentarius, Fgo Corinthiarius. 


TH Ja Pa Jup- My Father was a Dealer in Mv- 
poje £3ES Pere, tNat Co- TY * . . 

rinthian Ware may be 7 I am a Merchant of * Corinthian 
taben as well for the Fare. 
vaſt number of Curte- . 
fans, as the great trade Becauſe it was thought that many 


droven in Veſſels of all ere proſcribed upon his fſollicitati- 


forts for which that City == 2” = | : 
was fam, on, for the ſake of their Plate. At 
terwards 
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terwards in the time of the Sicilian War the fol- 
lowing Epigram was difperc'd about. 


Poſtquam bis claſſe vittus naves perdidit 
Aliquando ut vmcat, Iudit aſſidue aleam. 


Twice having loſt his Shipwrackt Fleet at Sea, 
That he might win at length, he falls to play. 


71. But of all theſe Crimes or Aſperſions, 


' which you pleaſe to call them, he eaſily wip'd 


off the ſtain of Proſtitution, by the Chaſticy 
which he obſerv'd during the whole courſe of 
his Life. As for the malicious ſlander of his 


_ greedineſs after coſtly Houſhold-{tuff, he con- 


tuted it by his Moderation at the taking of Alex- 
andria, at what time of all the Royal Furniture 
he reſerved nothing to himfelf but one Porcel- 
lan Cup, ordering the Veſlels of Gold, tho? ne- 


ver ſo trequent in uſe, to be all melted down. 


But from the uſe of Women he could not 
ſo eaſily clear himſelf, And it is reported 
that being more addicted to the defiowring of 
Virgins, his Wife ſo far indulg'd that fame hu- 


mour of his, as to provide him Maidenheaus at 


her own expences from all parts, to faristie his 
Pleaſure. The report of his being a Gameiter he 
never valu'd, but play'd fairly and publickly for 
his Recreation even when he was grown old ; 
and that upon the Saturnalian Holidays, or up- 
on any other the moſt ſolemn Feſtivals : Of 
which there 15 no queſtion to be made ; for it 
appears by an Epiltle under his own hand to 
Tiuberins, 1 ſupp'd, laid he, with the ſame Per- 


ſons, 
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ſows ; you know, my Tiberius, who they were. | 
Thither alſo Viinicius and Silvius the Father invi- | 
zed themſelves. Between the Meſſes we play'd af- | 
ter the manner of old Gameſters both yeſterday and to | 
day: For the Dice being thrown, as every Man threw 
his chance, whether Ace or Six, Fight or Four, he 
ſftak'd as many Denaries as there were Spots in his 
* That was Chance ; and he that threw * Venus ſwept the Ta- 
he that þble, And in other Letters, My Tiberius, We | 
threw have had a preat deal of Paſtime during this Fe- 
all the L . » 
Spots apon /fival of Minerva. We play 4 every day and 
the Dice, warm'd the Groom-Porters Lodge. Thy Brother 
ftorm'd and ſwagger'd moſt terribly, but at laſt he 
recover'd himſelf pretty well, for his loſſes were | 
great, and his recovery of himſelf contrary to hope | 
or expeftation. I loſt 20000 Pieces of Money upon | 
my 0wn hand ; but the chief Reaſon was becauſe of | 
my extraordinary liberality at play, according to my | 
Cuſtom : For bad Theen exa&F upon others ill throw- | 
ing, and kept what I generouſly gave away, I had © 
been a winner 50000 Sefterces. But Thad rather 
obſerve my old wont : For my Benignity will ad- 
wance me to Celeſtial Honour. He allo writes to | 
his Daughter thus; I have ſent thee 250 Sefter- | 
ces, which Sum I have alſo beftow'd upon the reſt 
F For in of my Gueſts, that if they pleas'd, they might play 
regard the hetween whiles at Supper among themſelves either at 
3 wn Dice, or at Even or Odd. 
wor? al #72. Asto any other Refle&ions that might be 
Gold Rings, made upon his manner of living, moſt certain Þ- 
and the jt is that he was very continent, and free from 
+ "oe%ral all ſuſpition of Vice. His firſt Dwelling was 
ole of I- : 
yon, no que» Cer the Roman Forum, beyond the Stairs, 
Nion, but where the + Ring-makers kept their Shops, in | 
there were the fame Houſe where formerly Calvzs the O- ! 
[oof ff rator had livd. Afterwards he remov'd to the 
"at Trade. ; 
Palatine 
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Palatine Mount ; but in an ordinary Houle of 
Hertenſins's, conſiderable neither tor the Rooms, 
nor the Furniture. As being ſuch a one to 
which the Galleries that belong'd were very 
ſhort, ſupported only with Pillars of a ſoft At 
ban Stone ; and the Rooms of State without e1- 
ther Marble or conſpicuous Pavements. More- 
over for forty years together he lay in the lame 
Chamber Winter and Summer, tho” he found 
that the City Air did very ill agree with his 
health in the Winter, as being continually at- 
flited in the City with the inconveniencies of 
that Seaſon. If he defign'd any buſineſs in 
private where he would not be diſturb'd, he 
had a particular Retiremenc at the top of the 
Houſe, which he calPd Syracſe, . and by ano- 
ther Name 7:x»%ver, or the Plantation of Scien- 
ces; orelſe he withdrew to ſome of his Freed- 
mens Houſes in the Suburbs ; but when he hap- 
pen'd to be ſick he always lay at Mecenas's 
Houſe. Of all his Houſes of Pleaſure he moſt 
afte&ted thoſe that ſtood upon the Sea Coaſts or 
in the Iflands of Campania, orelic in the Towns 
that were next to the City,as Lanuvinm,Preneſte, 
and 7zbyr, where he often heard Caules in the 
Portico's of the Temple of Hercules ; for he ne- 


ver card at all forſpacious and Magnific-2t Pa- 


laces, fo that he pull'd to the ground the ſum- 
ptuous Edifice which his Grand-daughter Falia 
had rear'd with ſo much profuſeneſs of expence. 
His own were but moderate, and thoſe not ſo 
pompouſly furniſh'd with Statues and Pi-tures, 
as accomodated with the Convenmiencies of 
Cloiſters in Winter, and ſhady Groves for Sum- 
mer, and ſometimes beautififd with Rarities 
and Pieces of Antiquity, as the Heads and vaſt 

Members 
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Members of wild Beaſts and Sea Monſters, of 
which ſome were of that extraordinary dimen- 
fion, that they were reported to be the Bones of 
Gyants,and Armsof the Ancient Hero's. His fru- 
gality in his Furniture and Houſhold-ſtuifappears 
alſo ro this day by the remains of his Beds and 
Tables, of which ſome are hardly fit for the uſe 
of a private Gentleman ; and as tor the Bed on 
which he lay himſelf, it is reported to have been 
but very low and the Furniture mean. He 
-arely wore any other Garments but what were 
{pun at heme by his Wife, his Siſter, his Daugh- 
ter or his Grand-children. His upper Robes 
were neither too ſcaiity nor too looſely flowing, 
and the Studs neither too broad nor too- nar- 
row : his Shoes were ſomewhat higher hee[d 
than ordinary, to maie him appear the taller. 
In a word, his Cloaths and his Shoes lay always 
ready in his Bed-Chamber upon any ſudden 
and unexpc&ed occaſion, 

74. He frequently made great Entertain- 
ments, and thoſe always fol2mn and regular, to 
which he was ſtill very nice what Company he 
invited. PF/alerins Meſjala writes that he never 
admitted any of his Freedmen to his Table, ex- 
cept 4:35; nor him neither till he had made 
him a free Denizen, and reſtor'd him to his Na- 
tive Liberty for betraying Sextrs Pompezns's Fleet. 
And he himſelf tells us, that he once invited a 
certzin Perſon, in whoſe Houle in the Country 
he happen'd to make a ſhort fray, who had been 
formerly one of the Penſioners of his Guard. 
Sometimes he came very late to his Feaſts, and 
departed as ſoon; the Gueſts being fare down 
long before him, and ſtaying a good while after 


hin. His Supper conſiſted of no more than 
| three 
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three Meſſes, or at moſt of ſix upon extraordi- 
nary exceeings; but ir was not ſo much the 
plenty of the Diſhes, as the pleaſantneſs and fa- 
miliarity of the Maſter that render'd the Ban- 
quet acceptable. For ſuch as he obſerv'd to be 
filent or to whiſper, out of reſpe& he woull en- 
courage to ſpeak out and be tree 1n their Dit- 
courſe ; and for Mirth's ſake he would often 
have at his Table either ſome to tell Stories, or 
Players or common Merry Andrews out of the 
Circus, but more frequently boaſting Peda- 
gogues and maintainers of Paradoxszs. 

75. Feſtivals and ſolemn Holidays he cele- 
brated ſometimes with great profuſenelſs, ſome- 
times only jocularly. For upon the Sturnalian 
Feſtivals, or at other times when he pleas'd him- 
ſelf; ſometimes he would make diſtributions of 
Garments, Gold or Silver ; fomerimes of Money 
of all ſtamps, the Coins of ancient Kings and 
Foreign Princes ; art other times his gitts con- 
jilted of nothing bur Hair-cloaths, Spunges, 
Ovenr-raxers, and Pick-tooths with. + 2. coi © 
obſcure and Ambiguous * Inf<riptt- we upon the Hair- 
ons. He would alſo for farther En- cleth ro the coldeſt, or 
tertainments ſake make Lotteries of mt hairy; upon the 
ſeveral things of moſt unequal value, YP#7es tothe blear-ejdz 


and ſell Pictures by their back ſides, 
through that uncertainty to make 
himſelf ſport with the good Fortune 
or diſappointment of the Buyers. 
And this Lottery was carry'd to all 
the ſeveral Guelts, that every one 
might partake of the loſs or the gain. 

76.He was very Iparing inhis Dyer, 
and generally fed very meanly:He was 


upon the Oven-rabers 
Jomething relating to the 
privy parts, upon the 
Pick-toths to the beſt 
Treycherman, to make 
ſport while every man 
was laughed at for be- 
ing indeed that the Eme 
peror had nam'd him tg 
be in the Gift that fell 
to his Lots 


a great loyer of brown Bread, ſmall Fiſh, green 


Cheeſe, 
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Cheeſe, and green Figs, eſpecially ſuch as ripen 
twice a year: And he would eat before Supper 
at any time or in any place when his ſtomach 
requird it His own words taken out of his 
Epiſtles are theſe, As we rode. im our Chariot we 
eat Bread aud ſmall Dates : And in another 
place, As I return'd home in my Litter from the 
Palace of Numa, I made bold with an Ounce of 
Bread and ſome few ſowre Grape Kernels. And 
again, Newer did any Few, my Tiberius, ſo ftrid- 
ly ebferve his Sabbath, as I have this day, having 
only eat two Monuthfuls of Bread in the Bath, and 
that not till Seven a Clock at night, before they be- 
gan to anvint me. Thus careleſs as he was of his 
Dyet, ſometimes before the Banquet began, 
ſometimes after it was over, he ſupp'd alone, 
not having touch'd ſo much as the leaſt Morſel 
at the Table. 

. 77. He was naturally no way addicted to 
drink ; 1ſo that Cornelizes Nepos afirms, that' he 
never drank above thrice at a Meal all the while 
he lay before Modena. Afterwards, when -he 
gave himſelf the greateſt freedom, he never ex- 
ceeded a Quart tor his ſhare, or if he did, he 
was {ure to throw it up again, He chiefly at- 
feed a fort of Wine that grows among the Gri- 
ſons, at the feet of the Alps, but very rarely 
drank any in the day time. To quench his 
Thirſt he took a piece of Bread dipp'd in cold 
Water, ora ſlice of Cowcumber, or a Lettice 
top, eiſe a new gather'd fower Apple that had 
a winy ſort of taite. | 

79. Aﬀer his repaſt at Noon, in his Cloaths 
and Shooes as he was, he lay down a while 
with his Feet cover'd, and his Hand before his 
Eyes. Atter Supper he betook himſelf to his 

| Meditation 
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Meditation Couch, where he continu'd till late 
at night, and that he had ſet down all or the 
greateſt part of the moſt memorable Pailages of 
that day. From thence he went to bed, where 
at moſt he never ſlept above ſeven Hours; and 


not that with a continu'd Nap,but waking three 


or four times in that ſhort ſpace of time. If he 
found that after he was awake he could not fleep 
again, he calPd for Perſons to read by him or 


entertain him with diſcourſe, till he fell into a 9 


W] 


ſlumber which laſted till after break of day ; 


nor would he ever lye awake. in the dark with- 
out ſome body fitting by him. If he could not 
ſleep in the morning he was much diſcompos'd 
all the day after. And if his Aftairs or Devoti- 
ons conſtrain'd him to wake moreearly than or- 
dinary, that he might not ſuffer any incon- 


 venience thereby, he repos'd in the next Cham- 


ber where any of his Servants lay. And many 
times finding himſelf drowſie indeed, as he was 
carry'd along in the Streets, he would cauſe his 
Litter to be fet down, and fetch our the reſt of 
his ſleep. 

9. "i: Features of his Countenance were 
moſt £r:ceful and full of Majeſty, and ſo con- 
tinu'd through all the Degrees of Age, tho fo 
careleſs of all manner of Ornamental Curioſity, 
and fo negligent in trimming his Hair, that of a 
ſudden he made uſ2 of ſeveral Barbers together, 
and ſometimes clipt, ſometimes ſhav*d his Beard, 
and at the ſame time would be either reading or 
writing. In his Countenance, whether {peak- 
ing or filene, he had always ſuch a calmneſs 
and ſerenity, that one of the Chief Princes of 
the Gaules confe(s'd to his Friends, that it was 
that alone which mollifd him and diverted 

L him 
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him from a reſolute defign to have thrown him 
headlong down a ſteep Precipice, as he was paſ- 
ſing the Alpes, being admitted to come neer his: 
Perſon under pretence of private Diſcourſe,” 
His Eyes were bright and ſparkling, which 
made him defirous that People ſhould believe 
there was in them ſomething of Divine Vivaci- 
ty ; and he would be extreamly pleas'd, to ob- 
ſerve, that when he fix'd his Eyes ſtedfaſtly 
upon any, the ſame Perſon look'd downward, 
as Men do that are dazPd with the brightneſs of 
the Son Beams. However in his latter days the 
fight of his left Eye fail d him; his Teeth 
were thin, ſmall and rugged ; his Hair fome- 
what curling, and inclining to yellow ; his Eye- 
brows met upon his Fore-head ; his Ears ſmall ; 
his Noſe ſomewhat raiſed at the top, and wi- 
der toward the bottom ; his Complexion be- 
tween brown and white ; his Stature low (tho' 
Marathirs, his Freed-man, afſlerts in the Memo- 
rials of his Life, that he was Five Foot and 
nine Inches high) which however was net di- 
{cernable, - by reaſon of the juſt Proportion of 
his Limbs, unleſs ſome other Perſon that was 
much taller ſtood by him. 

6o. He is reported to have had Freckles upon 
his Body, with ſeveral more obſervable Marks 
diſpers'd upon his Breaſt and Belly, repreſent- 

* 7he Stri- ing the Figure, Order and Number of the Stars 
gil ws 4 1n the Conſtellation of the Celeſtial Bear. He 
_—” had alſo certain Callofities about him, pro- 
Late uſe of cceding from the itching of his Body, and the 
ro ſcrape off continual uſe of the * Srrigil, which ſhew'd 
the ſweat themſelves in the form of a Letter. He ſeemr'd | 
and filth of to have a weakneſs in his left Hip, Thigh, and 


the body in 3 2 Þ-L.* *7 
the Baths. Leg, which caus'c him olten to go lamitlh ; _ 
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he recover'd his ſtrength by hot Fomentations 
of Sand, and application of Reeds. He alſo 
found ſuch a weaknels in the fore Finger of his 


— 
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right hand, that when it was numm'd and .con- | 


traced with cold, he could hardly hold his Pen 
with the help of a Horn Ring. He complain'd 


likewiſe of a pain in his Bladder, which ceas'd ' 


upon his voiding {mall quantites of Gravel with 
his Urine. 

$1. He had ſeveral, and thoſe deſperate Fits 
of ſickneſs, more eſpecially after his Conqueſt 
of Cantabria, at what time his Liver being viti- 
ated with Diſtillations,” he was reduc'd to a very 
deſperate Condition, and torc'd to undergo a 
quite contrary and dangerous method of Cure : 
For finding that. hot Fomentations nothing a- 
vail'd, by the preſcription of Amntonins Muſa, 
he made uſe of cold, and recover'd. He was 
alſo ſubje&t to other annual Diſtempers that 
ſeiz'd him at certain Seaſons : For upon the 
approach of his Birth day, he was for the moſt 
part very weak and out of order : at the begin- 
ning of ſpring he was troubled with the Spleen ; 
and when the Southern Winds blew, with a 
ituffing in his Head ; by which means his Bo- 
dy being ſhatter'd and diſcompos'd, he could 
not well endure the Extremities either of cold 
or heat. | 

$2. In the Winter to defend himſelf from the 
Cold he wore no leſs than four Tunicks, with 
a Gown very thick, a Flannel Stomacher upon 
his Breaſt, with Woollen Rollers about his 
Thighs and Legs. In the Summer, he lay with 
his Chamber Doors open, and ſometimes un- 
der a Penthouſe, with Water-works bubling up 
round about him, and {ome body itanding by 
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to fan him. Not being able to endure fo much 
as the Winter Sun : he never walk'd out into 
the Air when he was at home, but with a broad 
brimm'd Hat upon his Head. He travelPd: in 


his Litter, and for the moſt part in the Night 


time, and but very ſhort Journeys, ſo 


* Which is ſomewbat that he would be * two days going to 
more than twelve Miles Py, PL or Tibur;tho if he could go by 


a day; for Przneſte, 
now Paleſtrina, if not a- 


Sea he never car'd to travelby Land. 


boue 24 Miles, and But if his Infirmities were 1o great, 
Tibur, now Tivoli, nt his particular care of himſelf wasno 
above 16 Miles from Jeſs, refraining more eſpecially from 


Rome, 


+ Now 
Bagni d1 
Tivoli. 


Bathing, as nor proper torhim. How- 
ever he was frequently anointed ; and when he 
ſweat, it was in a Stove; after which, he was 
waſh'd with Water warm'd over the Fire, or 
elſe by the heat of the Sun. But when for the 
ſtrengthning of his Nerves he was forc*d to make 
uſe of Sea Brine, or the Sulphury Waters of 
t Albulz,he thought it ſufficient to ſit in a Wood:- 
den Chair, which he call'd by a Spaniſh Name 
Dureta, and fo to plunge ſometimes one Hand, 
ſomerimes the other down to his. Feet by 
Turns. 

83. After his Civil Wars were at an end, he 
gave over his Military Exerciſes of riding and 
handling his Arms in the Field of Mars ; and 
betook himizlf ro Tennis or Stool-Ball in lieu 
of them : ſoon after he did nothing bur ride in 
tis Chariot and walk; yet not ſo, but that 
when he had driven as tar as he intended, he 
would alight, and run jumping and skipping 


I1ich a length as he thoughe convenient, wrapt | 


up in a kind of Linnen Sheet, or elſe in a Blan- 
ket. For the Recreation of his Mind, he 
would tometimes angle by the River ſide; at 

other 


* EEE Panama nay eos 


AucusTtus Caxsax; 


other times he would play at Dice, Cockall, 
and at Cobnut with little Children, which he 
caus'd to be ſought for the moſt lovely and 
eraceful for their Faces, and pratling "Tongues, 
to be his Play-fellows, eſpeciall Moores and Sy- 
rigns ; but as for Dwarfes, and ſuch as were any 
way crooked, miſhapen or disfigur'd, he alto- 
gether abhor'd them, as the ſpore of Nature 


.and Ominous. 


84. From his Childhood he apply*d himſelf 
with great labour and induſtry to the Study of 
Eloquence and the Liberal Arts. During the 
Warof Modena, notwithitanding the weight of 
Buſineſs that was upon him, he is ſaid to have 
wrote, read, and declain'd every day. Aﬀrer 
that, he never ſpoks in the Senate, tothe Peo- 
ple or. the Soldiers, but what was premeditated 
and compos'd before hand ; tho? he never was 
unfurniſh'd at any time to ſpeak extempere up- 
on any occaſion. Moreover left his Memory 
ſhould fail or he ſpend too much time in get- 
ting his Speeches by hearr, he brought up a Cu- 
ſtom to read within Book whatever he had to 
lay. His private Diſcourſes with his parcicular 


_ Friends, even with L:zv4a her ſelf, if the Occafion 


were very ferious, he always put down in wrti- 
ting and ſpoke out of his Table Book, for fear 
he ſhould ſpeak eicher too much or too little ex- 
tempore. Flis pronunciation was very grace- 
ful, and the tone of his Voice moſt pleaſing ; 
befides that he had a Maſter to teach him che 
Management of Speech. But ſometimes when 
he was troubVd with any Rheum or hoarſeneſs, 
the Publick Crier read his Oration by his Or- 
der to the People. | 


L. 3 8, He 
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85. He compos'd ſeveral Treatifes upon va- 
rious Subjeds in Proſe, of which he rehears'd 
ſome at an Aſſembly of his familiar Friends, as 
it had been before a publick Auditory ; as hz 
Anſwer to Brutus concerning Cato. ' Of which 
Volumes, after he had read the greateſt part in 
his declining years, being at length grown 
weary with reading, he deliver'd the Remain- 
der to Tiberizs, for him to recite. He alſo 
wrote Exhortations to Philoſophy, and ſome Commen- 
raries concerning his own Life, in Thirteen Books, 
as far as the Cantabrian War, but no farther. 
With Poetry he did but ſuperficially concern 
himſelf; yet there is extant one Poem by him 
written in Hexameter Verſe, of which the Ti- 
tle and Subject is Szcilia. There is alſo extant 
another Book of Epigrams, much about the 
ſame bigneſs, which he compos'd for the moſt 
part when he was bathing himſelf. Having 
begun a Tragedy in a very lofty ſtrain and find- 
ing he could not go on in the ſame Stile, he ex- 
pung'd what he had written. Upon which his 
Friends asking him, What Ajax was a doing ? he 
* Aluding Made anfwer,7hat * Ajax bad fallen upon a Spunge. 
t9 Ajax's $6. He obſerv'd an Elegant and eaſfie Stile, 
falling upon avoiding impertinence and incongruity in his 
ir Sword Sentences, and the noiſomneſs, as he calls it, of 
heb bim- obſolete and difficule Words ; and he made it 
felf. his chief care to expreſs his meaning as plainly 
as he could. Which that he might the more 
eaſily do, and neither detain nor confound his 
Reader, he never ſcrupld to add prepoſitions 
to Words, or to make frequent repetitions of 
Conjundtions, which being omitted obſcure the 
Diſcourſe, though they contribute Ornament to 
the Stile. Thoſe' that affected bombaſt Lan- 
guage, 
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&uage, and ſuch as pleas'd themſelves with an- 
tiquated Words that few underſtood, he equally 
contemn'd. More efpecially ſometimes he 
laugh'd at his Friend Mecznas, whom he perſe- 
cutes for his verry ds cincinnos, or Curles be- 
ſmear with pretious Unguents, and many times 
imitated his Expreſſions to make himſelf ſport. 

Nor would he ſpare 7iberizs hunting after ob- 
ſcare and obſolete Phrafes. M. Antonizes allo he 
reprehended for a Mad-man, as one who 
wrote rather to be admir'd than underſtood. 
Then drolling upon his bad and inconſtant 
Judgement in the choice of his Stile, he adds 
this farther : And are you ſtill in doubt whether 
Cimber Annius, or Veranius Flaccus are proper for 
your Imitation 2 Or whether it may be lawful for you 
to make uſe of the words which C. Saluſtius has ſe- 
leFed ont of Cato's Origenes ? Or rather whether 
wolubility of Words be to be tranſlated into our 
Language from the empty Sentences of the Afiatick 
Orators? And in a certain Epiſtle commend - 
ing the Wit of his Grand-daughter Agrippina ; 
But it is requiſite, ſays he, for thee to take care of 
being troubleſom and impertinent either in writing or 
ſpeaking. Fhat he made uſe of ſome Exprefſi- 
ons frequently and remarkably in his daily Diſ- 
courſe, is apparent by his Letters under his own © That i, 
hand ; wherein when he hinted at ſome that [og , Rar 
would never pay their Debts, *ewas uſual for jr ca- 
him to fay, they would pay in the Grecian ro who 
Kalends, When he exhorted any Perſon to #9: ſo ex- 
be content with his preſent Condition, what- — "os 
ever it were, he was wont to ſay, Let us be con- yi, jo ohne 
tent with this * Cato. And to expreſs the ſwift- rent with 
neſs and expedition wherewith any Action was ſ«ch 4 one 
pertorm'd, he would fay, 72s done before you & * 07 
get. 
L 4 could 
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could boile a hundred of Sparagms.He frequently ugd 
the word Bateo/um for a Fool ; and Pulleiaceum 
for Pulls a Colt :; For Ceritus, Vacerroſus ; Va- 
pide ſe habere inſtead of Male : Betiſſare for Lan- 
guere, commonly expreft by the Word Lachaniſ- 
{are : Allo Simas for Sumus; and Domes in the 
Genitive Caſe ſingular for Dowws. Nor did he 
ever alter his Pronunciation of the two laſt 
Wards, leſt it ſhould be thought rather a fault 
in him than a Cuſtom. T have alſo taken par- 
ticular notice of one thing in his Hand-writing, 


Line into the next,but ſet them down underneath 
in a kind of a* Parentheſis. For Example, 
Nos, m1 Tiveri, Quinquatrias ſatis, ju- 
cunde 
Epgimus - 
$8. He never was over Curious in the ob- 
ſervation of his Orthography, according to 
the Method and Rules of the Grammarians, 
but ſeem'd rather to be of their Opinion, who 
elieve that Men ought to write as they ſpeak. 
For his frequent Tranſpoſition or Omiſfſion 
not only of Letters but of Syllables alſo, is a 
common miſtake amongſt moſt Men : Nor 
ſhould I have taken notice of it, but that it 
ſeems ſtrange to me what ſome have reported, 
that he appointed a Succeſſour to a Conſular 
Lieutenant, whom he lookt upon as an illiterate 
and ignorant Perfon, becauſe he found written 
under his hand 7x; inſtead of Tpjj. When he 
had a mind to write in Characters, he put b for 
a; c ior b; andſo forward to the end of the 
Alphabet, and for z double aa. 


$9. Nos was he leſs ſtudiouſly addicted to the 


Grecian 


«4 


that he never divided his Words, nor brought. 
the redundant Letters from the ead of the one 


| 
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* * GracianLearning, wherein he arriv'd to a very 
conſiderable perfection, having for his Maſter 
in Rhetorick Apollodorizs Pergamenus, whom in his 
old Age, when he was himſelf but yet a Youth, 
he carry'd along with himfrom the City to Apol- 
Jonvia. Afterwards well freighted with the various 
Learning of Spherxs, he enter'd into an Intimate 
Society with A4rexs the Philoſopher, and his two 
Sons Dionyſims and Nicaner : Yet not 1o, as that 
he durſt preſume to ſpeak or compoſe any thing 
in the Greek Language readily. For what the 


44 þ z occaſion requir'd he ſet down in Latin, and 


gave it to another to be tranſlated. And as 


4. he wasa lover of Poetry in general, ſo was he 


'Y greatly delighted with the ancient Comedies, 


4 © which he often caus'd to be acted at his Publick 


Shews. In his reading the Authors of both 


Languages, his chiefeſt Obſervation was, what 


Precepts and Examples he could colle&, as 
well tor private as publick uſe; all which he 
wrote out word for word, and ſent them ei- 
ther to-his Domeſtick Servants, to his Generals 
or Governours of Provinces, or to the City Ma- 
gSiſtrates, as he thought they ſeverally wanted 
Inſtrution. Sometimes alſo he recited whole 
Books to the Senate, and publiſh'd them by E- 
dict among the People; as the Orations of 
Q. Metellns, concerning the increaſe of Off-ſpring ; 
and thoſe of Rutilirs, of the Method of Building : 
Thereby to convince the Romans, that he was 
not the firſt that offer'd thoſe things to their 
Conſideration, but that their Forefathers had 
had the ſame deſign. The Wits of the Age he 
cheriſh'd and encouraged all manner of ways. 
Such as recited their works he both curteouſly 
and patiently heard, whether Poems or Hiſto- 
Iles, 
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ries, whether Orations or Dialogues. But .he 
was offended to have any thing compos'd of 
himſelf, unlefs it were very ſerious, and by the 
moſt famous for Learning and Judgment. And 
he fore-warn'd the Prxtors not to ſuffer his 
Name to be made common in the uſual Emu- 
lations of the Poets. 

go. As for his Religion we find theſe Cha- 
raQers given of him. Thunder and Lightning 
he dreaded fo pufillanimouſly, that for his fc- 
curity he always carry*d a Seal Skin along with 
him wherever he went; and upon the leaft 
apprehenſion of a Thundring Tempeit he be- 
took himſelf preſently to fome Cellar or Arch- 
ed Vault, having been iormerly terrif'd with a 
Flaſh of Lightuins as he cravelFd in the Night. 

91. He never negle&ted his own nor the 
Dreams of any other concerning himſtel! : 
therefore at the Batte] of Phipps, though he 
had reſolv'd not to ſtir out of his Tent by rea- 
fon of his Illneſs; nevertheleſs upon one of 
his Friends telling him his Dream he went 
forth, and it fell out luckily for him ; for his 
Camp being taken by the Enemy they tell up- 
on his Bed, and as if he had been lying in 1t 
they run their Swords through it, and cut it to 
pieces. All the Spring time he was troubPd 
with many and terrible Viſions, but vain and 
trivolous ; all the reſt of the year he ſaw fewer, 
but more pertinent. It being his Cuſtom fre- 
quently to viſit the Temple Conſecrated in the 
Capitol to F#piter the Thunderer,he dreamt how 
Tupiter Capitolinus complain'd that his Adorers 
were feduc'd away from hings to which he an- 
iwer'd, That he had placd the Thunderer by him 


zo be bis Porter : And upon this he caus'd a great 
number 
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number of little Bells to be hung up round the 
top of the Temple, in regard it was the Cu- 
ſtom to hang up Bells over the Portals of great 
Mens Houſes. By the Admonition of a No- 
&urnal Viſion alſo, he was wont every year 
upon a certain day, to beg an * Alms of the * For Ar- 
People, holding forth the Hollow of his Hand —— 
to receive their ſingle Money. ao g 
92, Some certain Auguries takeh from the _ 
flight and chattering of Birds, and ſome ſort of 
 Omens he took to be infallible. For Example, 
if his Shooes were given him wrong in the Morn- 
ing,or that he chanc'd toput on the Right Shooe 
for the Left, this he counted moſt direly Omi- 
nous. Tf it happen'd to mizzle upon his taking 
a long Voyage by Sea, or a long Journey by 
Land, that he looke upon as a happy Omen ofr 
a ſpeedy and proſperous Return. But Prodigies 
terrifed him more than any thing ; for obſer- 
ving a Palm-tree to grow forth from between 
the cloſures of the Stones in the fore part of his 
Houſe, he order'd it to be tranſplanted under 
the Penthouſe where ſtood his Houſhold Gods, 
and took great care to have it grow in the ſame 
place. He was ſo overjoy*'d to hear that the 
Boughs of an old Elm, that hung down to the 
Ground, and were almoſt dead, reviv'd upon 
his coming to the Iſland of Caprez, that he ex- 
chang'd it with the Neapolitan Republick, for 
that of | Anaria., He was ſo ſuperſtitious an + wow 
Obſerver of ſome days, that he would never Iſchia. 
undertake any Journey the next day after the 
Nundine, or begin any ſerious Bufineſs upon 
the Nones of a Month ; for no other Reaſon, as 
he wrote to Tiberizs, but to avoid the ill Report 
of unluckinels that lyes upon the Name. | 


93. As 
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923. As to what concern'd Foreign Ceremo- 
nies, as he-was a moſt exa& obſerver of thoſe 
which were ancient and by Law enjoyn'd, fo 
he contemn'd and lighted all the reſt. For be- 
ing initiated at Athens, when aiterwards at Rome 
he took Cognizance of the Priviledge of the 
Prieſts of Attic Ceres, at what time ſome. more 
ſecret Myſteries were propounded, diſmifling 
the Council and the croud of Byſtanders, he 
alone heard the Contenders on both ſides. On 
the other ſide in his Progreſs over egypt, he 
not only forbore to ride never fo little out of 
his way to viſit the Temple of Apis, but com- 
mended his Nephew Caizs, for that he in his 
March through Fudza, had not ſtopt to make 
any Supplications at Feruſalem. 

94. And becauſe we are now upon this Sub- 
ject, it will not be amiſs to interweave thoſe 

— Omens that foreboded his future Grandeur and 
perpetual Felicity, not only before he was 
born, but upon the very Day of his Nativity 

* Now Ve. and ſo forward. At Velitrz, part of the Wall 
terrt, 20 being thrown down by Lightning'from Heaven, 
_ and the Conſulted Oracle having thereupon re- 
der the Ju- £urn'd for anſwer, that a Native of that City 
riſdifion of ſhould one day Govern the World, the Veli- 
zhe Pope, trines 1n confidence of this Propheſie, not only 
2 _— then, but ſeveral times afterwards, obſtinately 
[274 engagd in various Wars with the People of 
| | Rome, almoſt to their utter Ruin ; but at length, 
and when it was almoſt too late, they found by 

wotul experience, that the Prodigy portended 

only the Power of Auguſtrs, Fulizs Marathus 

alſo relates, that ſome few Months before he 

was born, there happen'd a publick Prodigy at 

Reme , by which it was denounc'd that 

* Nature 
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* L hat time * But others will have 
Nature her ſelf was at t Ae 


Big with a Prince of the Roman Peo- 
_ With which the Senate being pod gy Cw 
terrified made a Decree, that no World. 
Male Infant born that year ſhould be 
reſerv'd for Education ; and that thereupon, 
ſuch Perſons whoſe Wives were with Child at 
the fame time, and apply'd the Propheſle every 
one to their own Iſſue, took care that the Pro- 
pheſie ſhould not be regiſter'd in the publick 
Treaſury. I read in the Writings of /4ſclepias 
concerning the Gods that were Worſhip*d at 
+ Mendes, That Atia, coming at Midnight +4 City of 
to the Solemnities perform'd in honour of gypt, 
Apollo, and bringing her Litter into the Tem- egy 
ple, while the reſt of the Matrons only flum- Mor ſhip, 
ber'd, fell into a profound ſleep ; at what time as Plu- 
a Dragon of a ſudden crept to her Couch, and rarchrefti- 
preſently return'd again; upon which awaking Fc in bis 
asit were from the Embraces of her Husband ts. 
ſhe purifi'd her ſelf; and immediately ſhe found 
a Mole in her body reſ2mbling the Picture of a 
Dragon, which becauiz it could never be got 
out, ſhe ever afterwards abſtain'd from going 
into the publick Baths, That Anuguſtizs was 
born in the Tenth Month after this accident, 
and for that Reaſon tizonght to be the Son of 
Apollo, The ſame 4tis, before ſhe was brought 
to bed, had a Dream that her Bowels were \ 
carryq up to the Stars, and expanded through 
the whole Circuit of the Earth and Skies. His 
Father OFavizs allo dreamt that a Beam of the 
Sun ſhot forth Atia's Womb. Upon the day that 
he was born, the Senate being met in deep 
Conſultation about Catilize's Conſpiracy, and. 
OFavins coming late by reaſon of his Wives 

| being 
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being in Labour, it is a thing commonly know 
and without diſpute, that P. Nig:dizes under- 
ſtanding the cauſe of his delay, ſo ſoon as he 
had learnt the Hour of the Ladies Delivery, at 
firm'd that the Lord of the Earth was born. 
Afterwards when Ottawvins led his Army 
through the Solitudes of Thrace, and in a Grove 
Conſecrated to Father Bacchus, Conſulted the 
Oracle after the manner of the Barbarians, the 
ſame thing was affirn'd by the Prieſts ; at what 
time when the Wine was pour'd forth upon the 
Altars, there burſt out ſuch a prodigious Flame, 
that not only blaz'd up above the top of the 
Temple, but was carry'd to the very Heaven 
it fel. A Portent like to which never ſhew'd 
it ſelf to any Perſon in the World before, but 
only to Alexander the Great Sacrificing at the 
ſame Altars. And the next night he chought 
he ſaw his Son in Stature above human Form, 
with Thunder-bolts, a Scepter, and the Spoils of 
Tupiter, Crown'd with 2 Glory of Beams, and 
ſitting in a Triumphant Chariot, drawn by ix 
Horlſes of an extraordinary Whiteneſs. While 
he was yet an Iniant, as the Writing teſlihes 
yet extant with C. Dru/zs, being in the Even- 
ing lay'd by his Nurſe to ſleep in his Cradle, 
the next morning he was miſſing, till atter 
long ſearch he was found in a very high Tower, 
lying juſt againſt the Sun-riſe. When he begun 
firſt to ſpeak, he commanded the Frogs, which 
accidentally made a noiſe in his Hereditary 
Meads in the Suburbs, to be filent ; ſince which 
time the Frogs were never heard to Croak in 
thoſe Grounds. About four Miles from the Ct- 
ty in the Rode to Campania, of a ſudden an 
Eagle ſnatch'd a piecg of Bread out of his 


Hand, 
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Hand, and ſoaring to a vaſt hight, as unex- 


peaedly and gently ftooping reſtor'd it him a- | 


gain. Q. Catulzs after the Conlecration of the 
Capitol dreamt for two Nights together ; the 
firſt Night, that Jupiter among ſeveral young 
Children that were playing about the Altar, 
culld out one, and put into his Boſfom the Sig- 
net of the Commonwealth which he carry'd 
in his hand. The next Night, that he ob- 
ſerv'd the ſame Child in the Lap of Fupiter 
Capitoline ; whom when he commanded: to be 
taken away, he was admoniſh'd by the Deity 
tolet him alone, as one that was bred up for 


the ſafeguard of the Commonweal. And 


the day following meeting Auguſtzs, at that 
time unknown to him, and beholding him with 
aſtoniſhment, he affirm'd him to reſemble the 
Child of whom he had dreamre. Some there 
are who relate the firſt Dream of Catulzs aiter 
another manner, as if Fupiter upon the requeſt 
of ſeveral Children to chooſe them: a Tutor, 
ſhould ſhew them one of their number, to 
whom all their deſires and withes ſhould tend ; 
and ſo ſaying, after he had itretch'd torch his 
Hand for the Child to kiſs, he lay'd the kiſs'd 
Hand to his own Lips. Cicero following Czſar 
into the Capitol, related to his Acquaintance 


by the way a dream that he had nad the night 


before, That he faw a Child of a lovely Coun- 
tenance, which was ſent from Heaven, with a 
Golden Chain ſtanding at the Door of the 
Capitol, to whom Fupiter deliver'd a Whip ; 
after which of a ſudden beholding Auguſtus, 
whom Czar had ſent for to the Saccitice, as yet 
unknown to moſt, he affirm'd him to be the 
Child, whoſ likeneſs had appear'd to him = 
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his ſleep. When he firſt put on the Gown of 
Manhood, his Tanick with broad Purple Studs, 
being unbutton'd on both ſides, fell down to his 
Feet, which ſome interpreted to ſignifie, that 
the Order, of which that Garment was only 
a Badge, ſhould one day be in ſubje&ion to 


| him. Another time, when Fulizs had made 


choice of a Place to encamp his Army neer 
Munda, while his Men were cutting down a 
Wood, he commanded a Palm Tree that was 


found among the reſt, to be left ſtanding as an 


Omen of Victory. From this Tree immediate- 
ly there ſprung up a young Shoot, which in a 
tew days grew ſo faſt, as not only to equal, 
but to overſhadow it, and to be frequented with 
Doves that built their Neſts in the Branches, 
though they are a fort of Birds that generally 
ſhun a hard and prickly Leaf. And they re- 
port,that Cz/ar chiefly mov*d with that Portent, 
reſolv'd that no other Perſon ſhould ſucceed 
him but his Sifters Nephew. In his Retire- 
ment to Apollonia, he was periwaded to walk 
up accompany*'d by 4grippa into the Study of 
Theogenes the Mathematician, at the top of his 
Houle : Ar what time when great and almoſt 
incredible things were foretold in favour of 
Agrippa, who was the firſt that conſulted his 
Fortune, he abſolutely refus'd to diſcover his 
own Nativity, out of fear and ſham leſt he 


ſhould be found the meaner of the two ; but at 


length after great Importunity, with great dit- 
ficulty and after a long delay, being prevail'd 
with to make it known, Theogenes leap'd out of 
his Clair and adord him. Soon after Augu- 


 ffus became 1{o confident of his Fate, that he 


divuig'd the Poſition of the Stars at his Nativi- 
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ty, attd Coin'd Silver Money with the Impreſ- 
fion of Capricorn, under which Conſtellation he 
was born. , 7 | 
95. After the Murder of Cz/ar, upon his re- 
turn from Apollonia, and his Entrance into the 
City, of a ſudden when: the Skie was all ſe- 
rene and calm,a Circle refembling the Rain bow 
ſurrounded. the Orb of the Sun; and by and 
by the Monument of Fulia, Czſar's Daughter, 
was ſtruck with Thunder. In his firſt Con- 
ſulſhip alſo, as he was fitting Candidate the 
Night before the Eletion, in expe&a- _ | = 
tion of a * proſperons Augurie, * Candidates were ſais 
twelve Vulturs ſhew'd themſelves ro 72 Confulrthe Augury, 
him, as formerly they did to Remu- IG OT IP 
3 y y GIU i the EleFion they lay un « 
lus. And as he was Sacriticing, the ger the open Shie with- 
Livers of all the Victims appear'd out the City, then pla- 
double within fide, from the lower- <ing themſebver in a ſs. 
molt fiber ; none of the moſt Skilful Gt Re —_ 
Augurs otherwiſe conjecturing but hey ſate till the Deity 
that molt Fortunate and great Suc- ſent them ſome proſpe- 
ceiles were thereby portended roy Signs 
96. Moreover there was ſomething that fore- 
told him the Event of all his Wars. The For- 
ces of the Triumwvirs being all randevouz'd to- 
gether at Benonia, an Eagle hovering over his 
Tent, perſecuted two Crows that flatter*d too 
and tro, and made a vile noiſe in the ſame place, 
and ar length fſtrook them both to the Earth. 
Upon which the whole Army obſerv'd, thar 
there would be a Quarrel among the Collegues, 
ſuch a one as afterwards happen'd, and pre- 
lag'd the Event. At Philipps, a certain Theſſaliarn 
brought him News of his tuture Victory, upon 
the Relation of Fulizs Cz/er, whole. Reſem- 
blance nad met him in a by Rode. Near Pern/iami; 
| ...the 
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the firſt Sacrifice not proving propitious, he had 
commanded the Victims to be mulciply*d ; but 
the Enemy making a ſudden Sally, took the 
whole Preparation for the Ceremony. Upon 
whichit was the Opinion of the Soothſayers,that 
what ever was denounc'd to be dangerous and 
unfortunate to the Sacrificer, would all light up- 
on thoſe who had the Entrails in pollcflion, 
and fo it fell out. The day before he engag'd 
his Enemy in the $:c:/ian Sea, as he was walking 
upon the Shore, a Fiſh leap'd out of the Sea, 
and lay at his Feet. As he was going to Em- 
bark, and order his Navy for the Battel of 
Attinm, a little Aſs and its Driver met him ; 
the Drivers name was Eutychas, or Fortunate, 
and the Aﬀe's Name Nice, or Vidtorious. 
Whereupon when he had vanquiſh'd his Ad- 
verſary, he ſet up a Brazen Statue of Both in 
the Temple which he built, in the place where 
he had Encamped his Army. 

97. His Death alſo, of which I am to ſpeak 
from henceforward, and his Divinity after 
death were foretold by moſt Evident Signs. 
One time that he was deſigning a Luſtration of 
the City in the midit of a great Concourſe of 
People in the Field of Aars, an Eagle flew 
round about him ſeveral times, and ſo gliding 
to the next Temple, lighted upon the Name of 
Azrippa, and fix'd his Claws upon the firſt Let- 
ter ;. .which being by him obfſerv'd, he com- 
manded his Colleague Tiberizs to name the 
Vows and Prayers which cuſtomarily are to be 
made to the Gods during the next Luſter. For 
though-:the Tables wherein the Vows and 
Prayers were written, were already prepar'd 
and fign'd, he retus'd to undertake what he 

— ſhould 
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ſhould not be able to perform. About the 
fame time the firſt Letter of his Name dropt 
out of the Inſcription of his Statue after a Clap 
of Thunder. The anſwer was, that he ſhould 
 notlive above a hunderd days, the Letter C 

being the Character of that Number : How- 
ever that he ſhould be tranſlated into the num- 
ber of the Gods, in regard that e&/ar, which 
was the remaining part of Czſar, in the He- 
trarias T.anguage fignifid a King. Being 
therefore about to ſend Tiberizs into IWiricum, 
and reſolving to accompany him as far as Bene- 
ventum, finding himſelf ſtopp'd by crouds of 
Sollicitors that befought him to diſpatch their 
Cauſes before he went, he cry'd out, and it 
'was number'd among the ill Omens that at- 
tended him, That though all the buſineſs in the 
World ſftay'd for him, he would never ſee Rome 
more. And fo ſetting forward, he rode dire- 
ly to Aſftura; and thence by Reaſon of the bad 
Air he poſted away the ſame Night, contrary 
to his Cuſtom of ſlow Travelling. 

98. The cauſe of his diſeaſe proceeded from a 
Looſeneſs : Then viſiting the Shore of Camps- 
2ia and the neighbouring Iſlands, he reſted 
four days at Capree, abandoning himſelf to lei- 
ſure and all manner of chearfulneſs and Aﬀabi- 
lity. At what time accidentally happening ta 
ride along the Bay of Puteoli, the Freighters 
and Mariners of a Veſſel of Alexandria, that 


was bur juſt as it were arrivd in Port, clad 'in 


white Veſtments, with Garlands upon their 
Heads, and Offering Frankincenſe loaded him 


with proſperous Wiſhes and high :Applauſes,. 
crying out, That by him they liv'd, by him they 


Jayl'd, by bim they enjoy'd their Liberty and their 
M 2. 


Fortunes, 
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Firtunes. Which accident chear'd and reviv'd 

his Spirits in ſuch a manner, that he divided 

Four hunder'd Crowns in Go!d among his At- 
tendants ; withal requiring an Oath and Secu- 

rity from every particular Perſon, that the ſum 

{o beſtow*d ſhould not be expended bur in the 
purchaſe of the Wares of: Al:xondria. The reſt 

of the days which he ſpent in that place, he 

made a diſtribution of Coats and Cloaks over 

and above ; with this condition, that the Ro- 

ans ſhould make uſe of the Grecian, the Gras- 

cians of the Roman both Habit and Speech. He 

was alſo very diligent in beholding the Exerct 

fes of the Youth under Fourteen years of age, 

of which there was yet remaining at Capree 4 

good number, according to the ancient Infſti- 

rution. He alſo beſtow'd a Banquetupon them 

in his Preſence, with Liberty of raillery and 

jeaſting permitted or rather exacted, and of 
fcrambling for Apples and Victuals, and other 

things uſually ſent from the Table by the Gueſts 

to their abſent Friends : in ſhort, he refrain'd 

irom no ſort of Sport and Jocundry. He call'd 

the Iſland adjoyning to Caprez &mezymain, a 

City abandon'd to Idleneis, by reaſon of the 

floath of thoſe that retir'd thither out 

* Augoſtus purchas's of his Train. Moreover he was wont 
the rg of _ to call * Maſgabas, one of his beloved 
ot Ce be rH Friends Jigs or the. Builder, as if he 
_ niſhit with Tababitants, had been Builder of the Ifland. And 
emplo)'d Maſgabas one obſerving from his Dining Room 
of his cheiceft Friends Window a great reſort of People to 
ro manage that buſineſs, 11, Tomb of this ſame Majgabar, 
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r which reaſon,he calls | ; 
jor bs — Built. and many Lamps flaming upon his 
ger of the Tand. Monument, he utter*'d aloud this 


Verle exrempore. 
K7358 
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Knss Is TuCoy wawew TVRS UNH. 


"All in a Flame 1 ſee the Builders Tort. 


And then turning to Thraſyl/zs the Companion 
of Tiberizs, lying at the Table right over againſt 
him, and ignorant of his meaning, he ask'd 
him, What Poet he chought made that Verie ? 
Upon which perceiving Thraſyl/as at a Nonplus, 
he added another, : 


e as P 
Oegs gaz MaozaCay THEN! 


Doſ# thou not ſee the lighted Tapers blaze 
In honour of entombed Maſgabas ? 


And then ask'd him again, whom he thoughe 


to be the Author of that? To which w: 2n 
Thraſyllss made no other anſwer then only his, 
That whoever was the Author, they v2re i-th 
the beſt that ever were ; the Emperor burſt oat 
into a loud laughter,and all diffoly'd himielr into 
the freedom of quaint merriment. Afterwards 
he croſs'd over to Naples, tho* then his Bowels 
were weak through the various working of rhe 
Diſtemper ; nevercheleſs he was preſent art rag 
Quinquennial wreſtling Games, which were In- 
ſticuted to his Honour ; and thence accompa- 
ny'd Tiberins to the Place appointed. But in 
his return, perceiving the Diſtemper grow up- 
on him, at length he betook himfelf to his Bed 
at Nola ; whither he recall'd 7iberius from liis 
Journey, and derain'd him long by his Bed-ſide 
in private Diſcourſe, neither atter that did he 
apply his Mind to any buſineſs of Momenr. 


. The laſt day often enquiring whether there 


were any diſturbance abroad among the Peq- 
M 3 ple 
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ple inquiſitive after his Life or Death, he calPd 
tor a Looking glaſs, and order'd his Hair to be 
comb'd,and his falling Jaws to be decently com- 

osd. And then asking his Friends that were 
admitted, I/hether it did not ſeem to them that he 
bad properly ated the Mimic of Life, he added this 
little Clauſe, 


, 4 \ y ee oa As p 
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Sneftators clap your hands, and with a ſound 
Of joy all Feet together beat upon the Ground. 


Then diſmiffing all the Company, while he 
was enquiring of thoſe that came from the Ci- 
ty, in what Condition the Daughter of Druſzs 
was, who then lay ſick, of a ſudden in the mid(t 
of Livia's Kiiles, and with theſe Words in his 
Mouth he expir'd, Live Livia mindful ; af 
Wedlock, and farewell; making an eafie Exit, 
and ſuch a one as always he deſir'd. For ge- 
nerally, when ever he heard of any one that 
dy'd quickly and without any torment, he 
would earneſtly wiſh both for himſelf and his, 
the ſame eaſic way of dying, which he call'd 
Euthanaſia. 

' Ioo. Nor could he be ſaid to have ſhew'd 
any more than one only ſign of any Delirium 
or depravation of his Senſes, and that was, 
when ſuddenly ſtarting-out of his fleep, he com- 
plain'd that he was cary'd away by forty young 
Men. Which indecd was rather a Preſage than 
a defe&t of Senſe, in regard that the ſame 
number of Pretoriaw Soldiers bore him. upon 
their Shoulders when firſt carry'd out of his 


Houſe to his Funeral. He dy'd in the ſame 


Bed wherein his Father Ofaviws expir'd : Sextus 
= | | | Pompeins 
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Pompercs and S. Appuleins being Conſuls, the 


Fourteenth of the Kalends of 'September, the 
Ninth hour of the day, and in the Seventy 
ſixth year of his Age, wanting five and thir- 
ty days. His Body was carry'd by the. chief 
Burgefles of the Municipal Towns and Colonies 
from Nola to Boville ; and that chiefly in the 
Night time, by reaſon of the Seaſon of the 
year; for which reaſon they reſted in the 
, day time, and plac'd it. either in the Town 
Houſes or largeſt of the Sacred Temples be- 
longing to the Burrough. At Bowillz the Eque- 
ſtrian Order took up the Corps, .and having 
born it to the City, ſer it down at the. Porch 
of his own Houſe. "The Senate at the ſame 
time, both for the ſetting forth the Pomp of 
the Funeral, as in ſeeking which way to Eter- 
niſe his Memory, ſtrove to out-vie one another 
with that eager ſtudy and diligence, that a- 
mong many other things ſome propounded, 
that the Funeral ſhould proceed in State through 
the Triumphal Gate, the Statue of Vitory be- 
ing carry'd before, which ſtands in the Falian 
Court, while all the Noblemens Children of 
both Sexes ſang the Dirges. Others, that upon 
the day when the Obſequies were periorm'd, 
the Nobility and Gentry ſhould lay aſide cheir 
Gold-Rings, and put on others of Iron : Some, 
that the deceaſed Emperors Bones ſhould be 
gather*d together by the Prieſts of the Chief 
Colledges. One there was, who would have 
per{waded the Senate to have alter'd che Names 
of the Months, and that Azgu/# ſhould be call'd 
September ; becauſe that in September Augu' rs 
was born, but dy'd in Auguſt. Another, that 
all the time from the Birth of the Emperor to 
M 4 —— 
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his deceaſe, ſhould be call'd the Auguſt Age, 


and do be recorded in the Faſti, Burt after a 
mitigation of theſe Henours, rwo Declamati- 


ons were made in his Praiſe ; the firſt before, | 
| the Temple of Fulins by Tiberire ; the ſecond 


' before the new Reſtra, call'd Roſtra ſub Veteribus, 


by Druſus, the Son of Tiberius, and fa barn up- 
on the Shoulders of Senators into the Field of 
Atars, where he was burnt : Nor was there 
wanting a Perſon of Pretorian Order, who 
{wore that he ſaw the Effigies of him that was 
burnt aſcending into Heaven. His Aſhes, or 
rather the remaining Particles of his Bones, 
were gather'd together by the chief of the E- 
gaeſtrian Order, in their cloſe Coats, ungirt and 
barefoot, and then depoſited in the Mauſoleum: 
Which Monument 4ugu#tzs himiclf had rear'd 


in his ſixth Conſulſhip between the Flaminian 


High-way,and the Bank of 7iber ; and had Pro- 
clainvd the Woods and Walks round about it 
co be tor the uſe of the People. 
Tor. His Laſt Will and Teſtament was pro- 
duc'd by the Veſtal Virgins with whom it was de+ 
poſited, together with three other Rolls all ſeal'd 
upalike, Which Will he had made in the Con- 
fulfhips of L.Plancus,and C.Slims,the Third af the 
Nones of April,a Year and four Months before his 
death; of which there were two Copies writ- 
ten parcly with his own hand, partly by his two 
Freedmen Polybius and Hilarion: all which were 
open'd and read in the Senate. For his Heirs 
he left in the firſt place Tiberizs, to whom he 
begueath'd a half,' and a ſixth part; then Lzvia, 
co whom he gave a third part, andorder'd both 
to bear his own Name. - In the ſecond place, 
vrx/#s the Son of Tiberius, his Heir of a third 
a9 
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- part of his Goods ; and of the remaining parts 
Germanicus. and his three Male Children. In 


the third Degree were ſeveral of his Kindred and _ 
| Friends, to whom he bequeatl'd ſeveral Lega- 


cies. To the People of Rome he left 'Ten hun- 
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derd thouſand Crowns : To the Tribes Eighty 


ſeven thouſand five hunderd Crowns :. To the 
Cohorts, of which there were four, a thouſand 
Pieces of Money each : To the City Coborts 
five hunder'd : To the Legionaries "Three hun- 
der'd Piecesof Money. Which Sum he order'd 
to be preſently paid ; for that he had it by him 
in his Treaſury. 'The reſt of his Legacies he 
variouſly diftributed; ſome of which he 
brought down to Five hunder'd Crowns,and not 
ro be payd neither, till ſuch a time ; for which 


he pleaded the ſmallneſs of his Paternal Reve- 


nue ; proteſting wirhal that there: would come 
no more to his Heirs than One and twenty hun- 
der*d thouſand Crowns ; though che laſt ewen- 
ty years of his Reign he had receiv'd, as being 
lett him by his Friends, no leſs than Three hun- 
der'd and fifty hunder'd thouſand. All which to- 
gcrher with two Paternal Patrimonies, and his 
other Inheritances he had hrought low by his ex- 
pences upon the Neceſlities of the Common- 
wealth. As for the two Ffalia's, his Daughter 
and Neece, when ever they ſhould happen to 
dye, he forbid their being lay'd in his Sepul- 
ehre. Of the three Rolls feal'd up as before 
mention'd ; the firſt contain'd his Inſtructions 
and Orders 1n referencs. to his Funeral ; the o- 
ther a Catalogue of all the Exploits and At- 
chievments by him performed, which it was his 
defire ſhould be engraven in Tables of Braſs, 
end ſet up before his Monument : The third 
wo Eo | comprehended 
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comprehended a brief account of the State of 
the whole Empire, what Forces there were in 
every Province ; what Money was in the Trea- 
fury ; what was due by Confiſcations and For- 
feitures; and what Arrears of Tributes. To 
which he added the Names of his Freedmen 
and Servants, who might defervedly be calFd 
to account for ſeveral Miſdemeanors and Ex- 


ations. 
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Done into Ezgliſh by Mr. Hoy, Fellow 
of St. John's Coll. Oxo. 


[. H E Family of the Claudii amongſt The Family 
the Nobility (for there was ano- of the 
ther of that Name itnong the Com- Claudy, 
»0ns no leſs confiderable, either - 

tor Power or Worth) had its Original from Re- 

zillus, a Town belonging to the Sabines. Thence, 

at the inſtance of Titus Tatius, Co-partner in 

the Government with Romulus, they came with 

a great many Adherents and Dependencies to 

people Rome then new built, Or indeed, 

which ſeems better warranted, about ſix years 

after the Expulſion of the Kings, they were by 

conſent of the Senate enrolled among the No- 

bility, Atta Claudius - being then Head of the 

Family ; the Country on the other ſide the 4- 

men was given to his Followers, and a Buryin 

Place aſligned to himſelf near the Capztol. AE 

ter this in courſe of time, there were of this _ 

nuly 
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mily two -and thirty Conſuls, five Diflators, ſe- 
ven Cenſors, ſeven who were honour'd with 
Triumphs, and two with Orations. Being by 


this time ſubdivided or Carntoniz'd into ſeveral 


Houſes, known by Titles of Diſtin&ion, or 
Pranomina, and Sirnames, or Cognoming, they 


| by confent for the future, declar'd againſt the 


Their Ex- 
phoits, 


Pranomen Lucius; becauſe two of that Name 
had been convicted, one of Robbery, and the 
other of Murder. They aſſum'd amongſt ©- 
ther Sirnames, that of Nero, which in the $+ 
bine Tongue, imports as much as Valiant and 
Strong. 

2. There are many extraordinary Servicesto 
the Publique aſcribed to the Claudii in Hiſtory, 
and likewiſe many things to their Diſadvan- 
tage. To ſpeak only of the moſt memorabl;, 
Appins Czcus dillwaded the Alliance with King 
Pyrrhys, as a thing of dangerous conſequence. 
Claudius Caudex tranſporting the Army into Sr 
cily, drove the Carthagimians thence. Claudins 


Nero intercepted A/drubal on his Way from 


Spain with great Recruits, before Hannibal could 
come in to his Brothers Afﬀiſtance. But then 
on the other hand, Claudius Appius Regillanus, 
one of the Ten Commiſſioners for the Offce 
of Records, going about by force to reduce into 
Slavery a Virgin, who was a Gentlewoman 
born, for the Service of his Debauchery, by 
that means occaſion'd a fecond Breach between 
the Commons and the Nobility. Claudius Druſus 
ſet up his own Statue with a Regal Crown up 


on it, in the Town calld Appi Forum ; think | 


ing by the ſtrengch of his own Intereſt and 
Party, to get the Government of 7aly into his 


hands. Claudius Pulcher, before an Engage 
ment 
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ment in I;cily, when the Chickens, in the Di- 
vination by Birds, refus'd their Meat, in con- 
tempt of all Religion, order'd them to be 
thrown into the Sea, rhat they might drink how- 
ever, ſince they would not eat. Being ſhametully 
beat, the Senate requir'd him to nominate a 


Dittator, and he propos'd 7ycias his Serjeant or , 


Meſſenger, making a kind of Maockery again 
at the publique Calamity. So alſo ſeveral of 


their Women are to be met with in Hiſtory, 


on the like Accounts : For of this Family were 


the two famous Claudie ; ſhe that cleared the 


Veſlel laden with the Holy Furniture of: Cybele, 
when it was ſtranded in the Shallows of T:ber, 
having firſt made ic the Condition of her 
Prayers to the Goddeſs, That it might be a Te- 
ſtimony to an unviolated Chaſtity : And the other 
chat was impeached by the People of, and con- 
demn'd for a piece of Treaſon, till then, with- 
our Precedent, having been heard to wiſh 
when a Crowd of the Mobile made her Cha- 
riot wait, That her Brother Paulcher were again 
living, to clear the Streets of Rome by the lols 
of another Fleet. Beſides this, it is very well 
known, that (P. Clodius only excepted, who 
lutter'd himſelf to be adopted by a Perſon very 
much inferior to him, both in Years and Qua- 
lity, that he might procure the Baniſhmens of 
Tully,) All the Claudii were ever the leading 
Men, and greateſt Sticklers for the Honour and 
Prerogative of the Nobility, and were ſo inve- 
terate and infolent toward the Populace, that 
not one Man of them, when liable to any Ca- 
pitol Puniſhment, would ever ſubmit to wear the 
Robe of Humility, or ſue for Pardon to the Peo- 
ple. Nay, ſome of them have gone fo far M 
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the heat of their Broils and Contention, to 
ſtrike the very Tribanes of the People : Even a 
Veſtal of the Family, whoſe Brother had pre- 
fund to triumph without the leave of the 
People, made no ſcruple to get up into his 
Chariot, and rode with him to the Capzro!, that 
Tribunes might have no Power to oppole or crols 
him in his way. 


Tiberius of 9. From this Stock by both ſides was 7 7verius 


this Fam 
UL 


Czſar extracted ; by the Father from Tiberius 
Nero, by the Mother, from Appius Pulcher, both 
Sons of Appius Cazcus. He was grafted allo in- 
to the Family of the Livii, by the Adoption 
of his Grandfather on the Mothers ſide. This 
Family, though of Plebeian Original, was of 
very great Note, for ir had been honour'd 
with eight Conſuls, two Cenſors, three Triumphs, 
as alſo a Difator and Maſter of the Horſe, and 
was famous for many eminent Perſonages, but 
chiefly Salinator, and the Druſi. Salinator in the 
Memorials of his Cenſorſhip impleaded all the 
Tribes of Unconſtancy, becauſe they had cho- 
fen him a ſecond time Conſul, and then Cenſor; 
having before, after his firſt Conſulſhip, fer 4 
round Fine upon his Head. Druſus killing the 
Enemies General Drauſus hand to hand, gave 
the occaſion of a new Sir-vame to himſelf and 
his Poſterity. When he was Pro-prator, he 1 
laid to have brought the Gold out of France, 
which was given to the Senones in the Leaguer of 
the Capitol, and was falſly reported to have been 
recover'd then by Camillus. His great Grandſon 
for his ſingular Services againſt the Gracchz,called 
the Patron of the Senate, left a Son, who in the like 
Diſorders, endeavouring an Accommodation; 
was treacherouſly aſſaflin'd by the contrary Far 
tion. 4. The 
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4. The Father of 7:berizze was Treaſurer nn- Of his Fa- 
der C. Ceſar, and Admiral in the Alexandrian Fer. 
Expedition, wherein his Conduct contributed 
very much toward the obtaining the Victory. 
In conſideration of which Action, he was crea- 
ted Pontifex-in the room of P. Scipio, and ſent 
into France to plant Colonies in Narbo and Are- 
late. But after the Murder of Cz/ar, when it 
was concluded that an A&# of Oblivicx ſhould 
paſs to prevent Commotions, he offer'd alſo to 
their Conſideration the Rewards which were u- 
ſually order*d to the Killers of Tyrants. After 
this, being Pretor, about the end of che Year, 
when a Breach happen'd among the Trinmwir:; 
he continu'd in Office beyond che time by Law 
prefixt, and follow'd L. Antonius the Trinmwir's 
Brother into Spain. And when others ſurren- 
dred themſelves upon Conchtions, he only ftood 
out, making his Eſcape firſt to Preneffe, and 
then to Naples; where offering Freedom to fuch 
Slaves as would come in Volontiers, without Suc- 
ceſs, he retreated thence into S;cily. But being 
diſtaſted that he was not readily admitted to 
the Prefence of Sex. Pompeins, and forbid to uſe 
the Faſces, he paſſed over into Achaia to M. 
£Zntony ; with whom, when the Difference was 
reconcil'd, he retur'd to Rowe, and at the Re- 
gueſt of Auguſtus, made over to him his Wife 
Livia Druſilla, then great with Child; who had 
alſo before had another Son by him. Not 
long after this he died, leaving two Sons, Tibe- 
ts Nero, and Nero Druſas behind him. ,m 
5- Some have been of Opinion that Tiberins The Place i 
was born at Fundi, on a tooliſh Conceit, be- «nd Time 
cauſe his Grand-Mather by the Mothers ſide ry 
was a Native of that Place ; and a while atter, 7” 
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by Order of Senate, a Statue of Felicity was 
erected there. But moſt, and thoſe too of beſt 
Authority, deliver, he was born at Rome in the 
Paiace, on the ſixteenth day of Nowember, M 
e/Emilins Lepidirs, the fexcond time, and L. 2u- 
nccirs Plancus exerciling the Conſular Office, af: 
cer tae famous Battel at Philippi, This 1s found 
enter'd in the Calendars and Publique Regiſters ; 
tho* there are ſome will needs have him born in 
the foregoing Year, under Hirtivs and Panſa, 
and others, the Year following, in the Conſul- 
ſhip of Serwilins [ſauricus and ntony. 

6. His Infancy and Clildhood were ſubject 
cd to great Hazarcs and Bfhculties ; for he 
was the Companion ot his Parents all along 
their dangerous Flight. At Naples, as they 
were going priv acely on Shipboard, while the 
Enemy was cntring the Town, his frowardneſs 
had twice like to have diſcover'd them ; once 
being taken from the Nurſes Breaſt, another 
time, haſtily from his Morher, to eaſe the Wo- 
men, as the itraitnefs of time requir'd. He 
was Carried through Sicily and ' Achaia, and in- 
truſted to the publick care of the Laced emonians, 
living at that time under the Protection and Pa 
tronage of the Claudiz, From thence, travel- 
ting by night, he ' was brought into danger of 
his Life ; for paſſing the Woods, a Flaming Ex 
balztion on the invaden encon waſfed the whole 
Company, and burnt Livia's Hair, with part of 
her Garments, The Preſents ' made him at 
parting in Sicily by Pompeia, the Siiter of Sexts, 
the Mantle =_ Button, and the Golden Bullions, 
are {till to be ſeen at the Baie. Aſter his re 
turn to the City, he was adopted by the laſt 
Yi of M4. Gallins, the Sznator, and cook poſt: 
{fon 
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ſeffion of his Eſtate, but forbore the uſe of his 
Name, becauſe he had been an active Man a- 
cainſt the Intereſt of Auguſtus. Ar the Age of 
nine years, he made a Funeral Oraticn in praiſe 
of his: dead Father. And atter this, growing 
towards a Youth, waited on Auguſtus in the 
Triumph for the Victory won at 44#inm; he 
riding on the Left hand on a Horſe of State, 
and Marcellus the Son of Offavia on the righe, 
and prefided in the Games inſtituted on that 
occaſion; and in the Trojan Games celebrated in 
the Circus, he commanded the whole Body of 
young Noblemen. 

7. Being now come to Man's Eſtate, his of *s 
Youth, and ſo much of the ſucceeding Age, ner 
till he enter'd upon the Empire, was ſpent af- "Tt" 
ter this following manner. He gave two Pri- 
zes of Gladiators, one in Memory of his Father, 
the other of his Uncle Druſus; one in the 
Market-place, the other in the Amphitheatre ; 
and hired many to play in them, who had 
been diſcharged from further Service, at the 
rate of an hundred thouſand Sefertii, He gave 
alſo Plays, but was abſent from the Repreſenta- 
tion, and performed every thing magnificently, 
and anſwerably to the Allowances of his Mo- 
ther and Father-in-Law. He took to Wite 
Agrippina, Daughter of 24. 4grippa, and Neece 
to Cecilius Atticus a Reman Knight, to whom 
Tully addreſfes his Epiſtles ; but though ſhe had 
by him a young Druſzs, and was then again 
big with Child, and every way agreeable to his 
Humour ; yet was he forced to put her away, 
and comply with the Propoſals of a Marriage 
with 7aiia the Emperors Daughter. Yet this 
he did not wichout a great deal of Reluctancy, 

N 2 both 
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both becauſe he was taken with the Converſz- 
tion of Agrippins, and had entertain'd ill 
thoughts of the Carriage of Julia; of whom 
he had obſerv*d, that ſhe betray'd no great di{- 
like to himſelf, even in her former Husbands 
time, and the thing alſo had taken wind among 
the People. But after the Ratihcation of the 
Divorce, he repented of ſuch uſage ro Agrippi- 
74; and lighting on her one time by chance, 
gave luch evident tokens of Love in his Eyes, 
that care was taken ſhe ſhould never aiter that 
come in his Way. At firſt he liv*d very peace- 
fully and lovingly with «liz 3 but atter ſome 
time, there broke out ſuch a Difference be- 
tween them, that their Son dying at the ſame 
time in Aguileia, he from that minute forbore 
the uſe of her Bed. Having loft his Brother 
Druſus in Germany, he attended on toot upon the 
dead Body all the way to Rome. 

His Servi- 8, Jn his firſt Eflays towards publick Buſji- 

ces of the neſs, before Auguſtus, in leveral Cauſes, he un- 

Publ; dertook the Defence of King Archelaus, the 
Tralles, and Theſſalians. He interceded with the 
Senate on behalf of thoſe of Laodicea, Thyatica 
and Chios, who had fſufter'd extreamly by an 
Earth-quake, and made their Applications to 
them for relief. He convicted Faunius Cepio of 
Treaſon, for having plotted with Varro Murana 
againlt the Perſon of Avguſtus, and demanded 
Sentence againſt him. And in the mean time 
brought to eftet two things of very conſidera- 
ble Importance ; the regulating the Proviſions 
of Corn, which at that time began to grow 
icanty ; and the inſpecting the publick Bride- 
els al! over Italy, which lay under an Imputa- 


tion, not only of forcibly detaining warrant- 
| able 
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able Paſſengers, but alſo of admitting any 
whom fear of being preſs'd for the publick Ser- 
vice drove into ſuch Covert. 

9. His firſt Applications to Military Aﬀairs, #5 26li- 
were made in the Expedition againſt the Can- 77 Hd 
zabri, in quality of a Tribune of the Army un- —_ 
der Pay ; then leading the Army into the Eaſt, 
he inveſted Tigranes in the Kingdom of Arme- 
nia, and placed the Crown upon his Head in 
the common Hall of Fuſtice, He recover'd al- 
ſo the Standards which the Parthians had taken 
from M. Craſſus. After this, he kept in good 
order, for almoſt a whole twelvemonth, that 
part of France which is called Comata, then un- . 
der great Diſturbances by the Incurfions of theic 
barbarous Neighbours, and Ditlenſions of their 
own Princes. From hence he removed the War 
into Rhetia and Vind:litia, then to Pannonia, then 
Germany. In the Rheatian and Vindilitian War, 
he reduc'd the Nations about the Alps; in the 
Pannonian, the Breuci and Dalmate ; and in the 
German Conqueſts,he paſs'd over into France, Yor- 
ty thouſand Men which ſurrendred the:nielves 
to him, and divided the Lands unto them along 
the Banks of the Rhine. In requical for tnete 
things, he was honoured with an Oration, and 
received (the firſt, as ſome think) into the Ci- 
ty in a Chariot with all the Train and other 
Circumſtances of a Triumph, a Glory altoge- 
ther new, and never offered to any, before he 
entred upon Places of Truſt betimes, and ran 
through all ſucceflively, almoſt withour inter- 
miffton, the Treaſury, Pretor, Conſul, and after 
lome time, a ſecond Corſulſhip, and held for Tri- 
bune tive years. 


N 3 10. While 
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His Retire= To. While all things thus ſeemed to court him, 

no and gn the ſudden, in the prime of his years, and a 

of i ea/M (red conſtitution of Health, he rclolves upon 

* a Retirement, ro remove as far as may be out 
of the way. It is doubted, whether to avoid 
the Vexation of his Wife, whom he durſt not 
complain- of, or divorce, and could no longer 
bear with ; or by taking off the cheapneſs, a 
daily converſe might contract, to eſtablith and . 
improve his Intereſt againſt the Publick, ſhould 
{ſtand in need of him. Some are of Opinion, 
that Auguſtus, his Children now growing up, he 
only refigned thc Second Place next the Emperor, 
which he had along time aſlumed to himſe!;; 
And in this he followed the Example of 2. 4- 
grippa, who withdrew to Mitylene, when 2. 
Marcellus began to make a Figure in the World, 
that he might neither ſeem to obſtruct his Glo- 
ry, or detract from it; which reaſon indeed 
he himſelf afterward confeſs'd ; but at that 
time pretending a Satiety of Honours, and a De- 
frre to quit Buſineſs, begg'd leave to travel. He 
was deaf to the Entreaties of his Mother and 
Father-in-Law, who complained to the Senate, 
that he was deſerted by him; and when they 
were obſtinate in retaining him, he refuſed to 
eat for four days together. Ar laſt, obtaining 
leave to go, he left his Wife and Son at Rowe, 
and made all poflible haſte to Offia, not 1o 
much as changing one Word with thoſe who 
waited on him thicher, and ſaluted very few at 
Bs ming leave.  ' NY 
' It. From Of4a, coaſting along by Campania, 
he was adviſed of the Indifpoſirion of Auguſte, 
which occaſioned his ſtay there tor ſome time, 
But the Diſcourſe growing rife, that he was de- 
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tained there by great Expectations, he put to Sea 
immediately tor Rhodes, with the Wind al- 
moſt in his Prow, having formerly been caken 
with the pleaſantneſs and healthfulneſs of that 
Hand, in his return from Armenia. Flere con- 
renting himſelf with a convenient ordinary 
Houſe, he lived in the Quality of a Priveie Ci- 
tizen, uſing ſometimes to come to their publics 
Schools without his Officers or Mcfſengers, and 
ſubmitting to receive and pay the Complements 
and Ceremonies of the Greeks, almoſt on equal 
terms. One time, laying out the Afﬀairs of the 
following day, he ſaid he would-vitlit all the 
Sick in the Ciry, ſome of the Company, upon 
a Miſtake, gave order that thev ſhould all bs 
brought into the publick Piazza, and diſpoſed 
into Companies according to their Diſtempers : 
The unexpected accident at firit made him 1n 
ſome doubt what co do ; but atterwards, going 
about to every man of them, he apologiz'd tor 
the Miſtake to the very meaneft, and melt un- 
known to him. In this only thing he made uſe 
of his Tribamitial Authority. Being conitantly 
at the Schools and Awdjtories of the Prefeſſors, 
there happen'd once a terrible Broil among the 
Diſputants, in which, one of them did nor 
ſcruple to make a ſcurrilons Refletion upon 
him, for interpoſing and intereſting himtelt on 
the contrary ſide : He took no great notice of 
it, but going home, returned with his Officers, 


and having cited him into Court by the Cryer, 


commirted the ſawcy Railer to Priſon. By this 
time he underftood that his Wite ſtood con- 
vided for Adulteries, and other notorious In- 
continencies, and a Divorce drawn up in his 
Name, was ſent him from Auguſtus ; this, tho? 
| N 4. it 
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it gave him not little inward pleaſure, yet he 
thought it would be look'd on as a thing ineum- 
bent on him, to intercede with her Father on 
her behalf; and accordingly by frequent Let- 
teis, he entreared, that however ill ſhe had de- 
ſerved of him, ſhe might enjoy whatever Pre- 
ſents he had made her. But by this time, his 
Tribunitial Authority being expired, he at length 
made profeſſion, that the defign of his Retire- 
ment, was only to avoid the ſuſpicion of Rt- 
valling Caizs and Lucizs ; and defired, that fince 
he was no longer to be feared, they having by 
chis time ſtrengthened their Irereſt, ſ2cured to 
themſelves the Second place in the Empire, he 
might have leave to return to his Friends and 
Acquaintance, whom he had paſſionate detfire 
to enjoy. But his Requeſt was withour ettect, 
and he was further given to underſtand, that he 
might quit all that Tenderneſs and Concern for 
thoſe he had been ſo eager to forſake. 

12. He remained therefore at Rhodes againſt 
his Will, having with much ado, obtain'd by 
his Mothers Mediation, the precence of being 
enere as Ambaſlador from Auguſtus, thereby tg 
palliate his Diſgrace and Shame. And then he 
liv'd not as a privace Perſon only, bur as one 
that abſconded as fearful ro be found our, con- 
cealing himſelf about the middle of the Ifland, 
to avoid the Addreſſes ' of ſuch as failed that 
way ; for there was no perſon that came from 
Rome, either with the Command of an Army ; 
or to be made Governour of a Province, but 
continually ' turned into Rhodes to ſalute him. 
Yer” there were other cauſes of his Diſquiet ; 
for going over to Samos on a Viſit'to Caius his 
Wives Son, then newly made Govyernour of the 

2 | FE | Eaſtern 
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Eaſtern Countries, he found himſelf entertain- 
ed there with great ſtrangeneſs and indifferen- 
cy, cauſed by rhe private Aſperſions and Infinu- 
ations of Lolli his Governour and Companion. 
He became likewiſe ſuſpected for ſeveral Cen- 
eurions whom he had preterred, who returning 
to the Camp, according to the Date of their 
Paſport, were thought to have received private 
Orders from him, and to come thicher to found 
how People ſtood affected, to ſtir them up to a 
Muriny. Being advertiſed of this ſuſpicion by 
Auguſts, he earneſtly requeſted that ſome Per- 
fon, tho' of never ſo mean rank, might be ſet 
as a Spy over all his Words and Actions. 

13. He left off alſo his accuſtomed Exerciſes 
of Riding, and the uic of Arms; and laying 
aſide the Habit of his own Country, wore a 
Chak and Slippers, as the Grecians did. ' And in 
this condition he remained almoſt two years 
together, growing every day more and more 


odious and contemptible in the Eyes of all 


Men, that the Nemauſenſes pulled down his very 
Statues, Nay, when he was but mentioned by 
chance ata Feaſt, where Caizs was making mer- 
ry with his Friends and Familiars, one of the 
Company roſe up, and proffered Caizs, if be 
would fay the Words, to ſail immediately to 
Rhodes, and bring that Exiles Head; 1o they 
termed him. Finding therefore he was nor in 
Fear only, but in evident Danger, he himſelf, 
with his Mother, made ſuch earneſt Supplicati- 
ons to Auguſtzs, that at laſt they prevailed for 
his Return. Being in a great meaſure afliſted 
by the following accident; Auguſtus was reſol- 


ved to do nothing in this matter without the 


conſent of his eldeſt Son, who happening at 
Pikvrny | = 
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that time to be incenſed againſt LZolizs, was 
the more eaſily inclined to pardon 7iberins, 
So by the permiſfiion of Caizs, he was recalled, 
- but with this Prowvi/o, that he ſhould never med. 
dle with any Office, or be admitted to any Ad- 
miniſtration in Affairs of State: 

14. After eight years abſence he returned 
home, bringing with him very great and conti- | 
dent Hopes of future Greatneſs, which he had 
conceived from his younger years from many 
Prodigies and Predictions concerning him. For 
his Mother Livia being yet big with him, deſj- 
ring to know by Divination it ſhe ſhould havea 
Male Child, took an Egg from under a ſetting 
Hen, and kept it warm ſo long, ſometimes in 
her own, ſometimes her Servants Hands, till a 
Cock Chicken, with an extraordinary Comb 
was hatcht at laſt. While he was an Infant, 
Scribonizs the Afſtrologer foretold great things of .|. 
him, That he ſhould come to reign as King, but 
without the Enſigns of Imperial Dignity : For 
the Power and Authority of the Czxſars was as 
yet unknown. In his firſt expedition, as he [cd 
his Army through Macedonia into Syria, it hap- 
pened, the Altars which the V corious Legr 
ons had conſecrated near Ph:lippi, ſhone out 
{uddenly with, a great Flame. Going thence 
into Myricum, he ſftopt near Padoua to conſult 
the Oracle of Gergon, where drawing his Lot, 
he was ordered for an anſwer to his Deſires, to 
throw a golden Die into the Fountain of Apr 
nius ; Which being accordingly done, the Die 
remained with the greateſt Chance uppermolt, 
as is to be ſeen at this very day. Alfo a few. 
days before he was recalled, an Eagle, a Bird 


never before ſeen in Rhodes, came and fate * 
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the top of his Houſe., Even the day before it, 
he was aſſured of his Return, while he was 
changing his Garments, his Coat ſhone as if it 
had been on Fire, And Thraſyllas, whom he 
had entertained as a great Maſter in Aſtrology, 
ſeeing a Ship afar off, foretold it brought good 
News ; and had it done otherwiſe, he deſigned, 
while they walked together on the Shore,to have 
thrown him into the Sea for a Cheat and Im- 
poſtor, and one unfit to be entruſted with his 
private Concerns. For he had predicted before 
ſeveral things, which fell out quite contrary. 
15. Afﬀer his Return, having placed his Son 
Draſus in the Judicial Court, he departed pre- 
lently from Pompey's Houſe at Carine, to the 
Gardens of Mrzccnas at Eſquiliz; where he 
gave himſelf wholly over to the Enjoyment of 
his Eaſe and Quiet, minding only his private 


. , Occaſions, and never concerning himſelf, or 


intermedling with any publick Buſineſs. But 
at laſt, Lucizs and Cairs both dying within 
three years, Augn;iius was pleaſed to adopt him 
and their Brother Agrippa into their Room, 
But Tiberius, before he was adopted, was ob- 
liged to Adopt Germanicus his Brothers Son. 
After his Adoption, he waved. all the Rites 
and Priviledges of the Maſter of a Family ; he 
never gave publick Doles, nor manumitted any 
Servants, nor received any Legacy or Inheri- 
tance, otherwiſe than as a peculium permitced 
to him by his Father. From this time every 
thing ſeemed to contribute to his riſing Great- 
neſs; eſpecially after his. Campetitor Agrippe 
was difinherited and laid aſide, fo that the Suc- 
ceflion in the Empire ſeemed to reft 0:2 him 
along, | 
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16. Aﬀer this, he was eleted Tribune a fo- 
cond time, for five years, and ſent into Germa- 


»y to compoſe the Diſorders there : And fo | 


much was he in eſteem, that when Auguſtus 
had given Audience to the Parthian Embaſtadors 
at Rome, he ordered them likewiſe to make their 


Addrefles at the Province where he reſided. As | 


ſoon as he heard the Iyrians had revolted, he 
forſook the former, and betook himſelf to the 
Management of tnis new War ; the greateſt 
and moſt troubleſome, it may be, ſince that 
with the Carthaginians. He had under his Con- 
dud fifteen Legions, and about the ſame num: 
ber of Allies, with which he maintained the War 
three years continually, under all the Straits 
and Extremities imaginable, but chiefly wanr 
of Corn. And though he was even moved to 
give it over, he continued ftill conſtant to his 
ficit Reſolution ; fearing, if he returned with- 
out Conqueſt, the ill conſequences of ſo dan- 
gerovs a Neighbour. And this Conſtancy of 
his, at laſt mer with a ſuicable Succeſs, for he 
conquered and reduced the whole Country of 
Illyricum, as it lies bounded by part of Italy, and 
the Kingdoms of Noricum, Thrace and Maceds 
ia, betwixt the Danube and the Adriatick. 

I7. The Juncture wherein this Action was 
performed, added much to the Glory of it ; tor 
about this time Quintilins Varus, with three Le 
gions under his Command was totally defeated 
and loft in Germany; andevery one expected the 
Vidorious Germans would {trait have joyned 


| with the Pannonians, had not Illyricum been 10 


happily ſubdued. Upon this account they de- 
creed a Triumph for him, with many other ſig- 


nal Honours; ſome would have a new Name 
conferred 
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conferred on him, and called him Pannenicus, 
others the Invincible, others the Pious. Burt in 
this, Auguſtus himſelf interpoſed, promiſing 


when he died, to leave him ſuch a Name as | 


would ſufficiently content him. As for the 
Triumph, he put it off of his own accord, 
the City at that time being in Diſtreſs tor YVa- 
r45's Misfortune. Nevertheleſs he made a fo- 
lemn Entrance into the City, in his Purple 
Pretexta, crowned with Laurel ; and coming 
into the Campus Martius, alcended a Tribunal 
erected there for him, and the whole Senate 
| ſtanding round about, ſate down with Auguſtus 
berween the two Conſuls. From hence, after an 
Oration made to the People, he was led in fſo- 
lemn Proceflion to vitit the Temples of the 
Gods. 

18. The next year he went again into Ger- 
»any, and impuring the overthrow of Q. Varus 
merely to his raſhneſs and negle&, would un- 
dertake nothing without the Advice and Ap- 
probation of his Council. Otherwiſe a Per- 
lon relying only on his own Judgment; yet 
then, contrary to his uſual Diſpoſition, he 
would communicate his Detigns to other Per- 
lons, in relation to the War : He uſed alſo a far 
greater care than formerly. Being about to 
pals the Rhine, he ſtopt the Wagons of Provi- 
 flons which at that -tin»2 were limited, and 
ſearched them ſeverally himſelf upon the Shoar, 
that nothing might be tranſported, that was'ei- 
ther unnecetlary, or prohibited. When he had 
paſſed the Rhine, he entred upon a very ſtri& 
courſe of Life, eating many times on the bare 
Ground, and ſleeping all night, expoſed to the 


Open Air, wichour any Tent or Pavilion. His 
Orders 
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Orders for the next day he uſed to deliver in 
little Tablets; wherein, if matter of doubt did 
ariſe, he charged them to repair to. no other 
interpreter than himſelf, ro whom they might | 
have Admittance at any hour of the Night. 

19. He kept his Soldiers to che ſtrictett Diſci- 
pline, and brought up again the ancient ways 
of puniſhing and diſgracing Offenders, info- 
much that he publickly dilgraced a Lieutenant 
of a Legion, for ho other reaſon, than having 
ſent a tew Soldiers under his manumitred Ser- 
vant, croſs the River to hunt. Though he 
ſeldom would hazard a Bacttel, yet was he al 
ways encouraged thereto, when the Light, by 
which he watched, any Night, fell down of its 
felf, and was extinguiſhed ; repoting *(as he pre 
tended) no little confidence in that Sign, which 
had been ever proſperous to lim and his Prede 
ceſlors in all their Undercakings of that kind, 
Yet having happily concluded the War, he | 
narrowly eſcaped the hand of a common Ger 
2:an Soldier, who being obſerved by fſach s 
were near his Perſon, to diſcover ſomewhat of 
guilty Horrour in his Countenance, was pre 
ſently ſeized, and pur to the Rack, confefted 
che whole Matter. 

20. Upon his Return from Germany to Romt, 
he received that Triumph he had pur off two 
years before, accompanied ' with his Lieute 
nants ; for whom alſo he got leave to wear tit 
Trinmphal Ornaments. Bnet before he mad? 
his Entrance into the C-pito/, he deſcendel 
from his Chariot, and ſubmiflively threw nm 
ſelf at the Feet of his Father Anguſtus, the 
fitting as Preſident over the Aſſembly. He col 


ferred very great Favours and Rewards on Bs 
; tg 
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*0n the Pannonian General, and afterwards re- 
turned him to Ravenna, recompeniing the 
Kindneſs before received of him, when being 
incloſed with his Army in a dangerous Paſs, he 
was ſo generous to let them eſcape. After this, 
he made a publick Entertainment ior the Peo- 


ple, in which a thouſand Tables were furniſh-- 


ed, and three hundred Sefterces diſtributed to 
each man. Out of the Spoils of the War, he 
erected a Temple to the Goddeſs Concord, and 
another to Caſtor and Pollux in his own and 
Brothers Name. 

21. Not long after, it was decreed by the 
Confuls, he ſhould joyntly adminiſter in the 
Government of the Provinces with Auguſtus, 
and undertake with him the Superviſal and 
Ceſſment of every Mans Eſtate : Which having 
performed, he went tor 1lyricam, but was cal- 
led back again on the way, by the News of 
Aguſtns's Sickneſs, whom he found alive, but 
pait all Recovery, and was with him in pri- 
vate a whole day together. I am not ignorant 
it was commonly reported, that after Tberius 
was gone, Auguſtus ſhould be overheard by ſome 
of the Attendants, to ſay theſe Words, Oh mis 
ſerable Romans, that muſt be ground to pieces un- 
der ſuch ſlow Teeth | And I know very well 
what ſome have delivered, how Avuguſtzs did 
give open teftimony of his diſlike to the mo- 
roſeneſs of his Temper; inſomuch, that 'he 
would often break off his Pleaſantneſs and Free- 
dom of Humour upon his entring the Room, 
and that he conſented to his Adoption, to ſa- 
tisfie the Importunity of his Wife, or out of an 
odd piece of Ambition, that ſo ill a Succeſſor 
might preſerve his Memory in greater — 

an 
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and veneration among the People. However, 
I can never be induced to believe that a Prince, | 
in other things, every way ſo wile and circum- 
ſpe, would have acted upon fſuch flight 
Grounds, eſpecially in a Matter of ſuch mighty 
Conſequence ; but rather that having duly 
compared his Vices with his Virtues, he con- 
cluded the latter did much overballance the 
former. And that which gives us yet grea- 
ter reaſon to believe ſo, is, that Argu/tms, before 
a ſolemn Aſſembly took it upon his Oath, That 
he adopted him purely for the good of the Common- 
wealth ; and in ſeveralEpiſtles, has commended 
him as a moſt expert Commander ; nay, even 
the only Support and Bulwark of the Romay 
Empire. Some of his Expreſſions of that kind, 
I have inſerted here for confirmation. Farewd 
my ſweeteſt Tiberius, go on and proſper in thy Un 
dertakings, fighting for me and the Muſes. $ 
may I be happy, as I account thee my moſt Dear, 
moſt Valiant, and moſt} Accompliſht General. Fare 
vel, take care of your Summer Quarters. I an 


perſwaded, my "Tiberius, it were impſſible for an 


man under ſo great Difficulties, joynd with 


much Sloth and Comardiſe in his Soldiers, to have 
managed his Affairs with equal Prudence to thee. 
All that hawe ever heen with you, agree thu Verſe 


fo be moſt applicable to you. 


Unus homo nobis vigilando reſtituit rem. 
And again, Whether (ſays he) any thing occurs 


that requires my more ſeriows Application, or an) 
thing that gives me matter of Reſentment ,; by Hes 
wens, I find the Want immediately of my Tiberius' 
Preſence, and this of Homer comes often into 0) 


ind, | 
To7s 


, 
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then I hear how thou doſt waſte thy ſelf by conti- 
nual Labours, may I periſh, if I am, not ſeized 
with Horrour and Aſtoniſhment ; let me prevail 
with you therefore to be more merciful to your 0wn 
Body, left if thou do otherwiſe then well, your Me- 
ther and my ſelf immediately expire at the News, 
«nd the Roman Empire be in danger of © being loſs. 
For my part, my own Health 1 value not, unleſs you 
be well alſo. And Tleave you to the continual Pro- 
teffion, and particular Care of the Gods, unleſs they 


have quite deſerted and withdrawn their Kindneſs 
from the People of Rome. 


22, He publiſhed not the Death of AuguFfs 
till the young Agrippa was taken out of the 
way, whom a certain Captain of a Troop put 
to Death, in whoſe Power he was, having firſt 
received a Warrant ſo to do; which War- 
rant, whether left by Auguſizs before his 
Death, to remove all occaſion of Diſturbance 
afterwards ;: or whether it was counterfeited in 
his Name by Livia, with, or without the Con- 
ſent and Knowledge of Tberizs, is noteafily de- 
termined ; yet Tiberius, when the Commander 
told him he had obey'd his Orders, returned 
him this Anſwer, That he had never gave ſuch 
Orders, and that he ſhould be brought to anſwer for 
that Action before the Senate. But that might be 
only to avoid the Ill-will of the People ; for af- 
terwards the Matter was huſhed up, and no 
farther notice taken of it. 

23. After this, by vertue of his Tribunitial 
Authority, he convened the Senate, and in the 
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beginning of his Oration, ſtopt on the ſudden, | 
as though unable to ſupport the Violence of | 
his Grief; then fetching a deep Sigh, wiſht, | 
That not only hzs Voice, but his Life alſo would fail | 
him; and ſo delivered his Papers to be read to 
them by his Son Dr«ſus. Afﬀeer this, the laſt 
Will and Teſtament of Augui7zs was produced 
openly, and read out by one of his Freemen; 
but of the Witneſles, unleſs thoſe of the Or- 
der of Senators, none were admitted in ; the reſt 
ackowledging their Hands and Seals without. 
The Will began after the following manner. 
Siuce by the Malice of ill Fortune, my two Sons, 
Caius and Lucius, have been ſnatched from me, [ 
do hereby conſtitute and appoint Tiberius my Heir in 
7710 thirds of my Effate, Which was made ute 
of as a Confirmation of their Suſpicion by thoſe 
Perſons, that were of opinion, he made him 
Succellor rather out of Neceſhicy than Choice, 
otherwiſe he would hardly have Prefaced it at 
ter that manner. 

24. As to the Empire, tho' he ſcrupled not 
to take immediate Poſieflion of the Thing, as the 
Guards about his Perſon, the very Supports 
and outward Marks of Dominion and abſolute 
Power, were ſufficient ro teſtitie ; yer fo great 
was his Impudence, he pretended to decline the 
Titie a long time ; one while reprehending the 
Importunity of his Friends, ſaying, They knew 
not bow unruly a Aonſeer Empire was. At ano- 
ther time, holding the Serate in ſuſpence with 
Gorubtful Words and Anfwers, who were Con- 

inually on their Knees at him to accept it, in 
fomich chat one from the midſt of the Aobie 
was heard to cry out, Let him either take it. of 
feat it ; and another told him to his on 

To p 
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That others were ſlow to perform what they eaſily 
promiſed, but for his part, he was ſlow to promiſe 
what he already performed. After much ado, he 
was prevailed with at laſt to aſſume it, but as a 
thing merely forced upon him, complaining the 
while, He was obliged to undergo a wretched inſup- 
portable Slavery ; and pretending that no other 
Motive, but the hopes of quitting it one day 
could have brought him to it. His Words are 


theſe; Till the time ſhall come, when this Honou- 


rable Aſſembly ſhall in Pity to my Age and Infirmi- 
ties, think fit to: grant me a Quietus. | 

25. And the reaſon of his deterring it fo 
long, was the Fears he was poſfeſt with of ap- 
proaching Dangers from all hands. He was 
frequently heard to ſay, He held a Wolf by the 
Ears : For Clement, a Servant to Agrippa, had 
engaged no ſmall number of Men to revenge 
the Death of his Maſter, and Lucins Scribonius 
Libo, a Perſon of eminent Quality, was ſecretly 
hatching ſome Deſigns againſt him ; and be- 
ſides all this, both the Armies, that in IWyricum, 
and the other in Germany, were dangerouſly 
mutinous at the ſame time, both of them pett- 
tioning for things not regularly to be granted ; 
but thoſe in Germany were hot for raiſing their 
Pay equal to that of his Pretorian Bands. 


| Some denied the Authority of their Prince, 


becauſe the did not derive it from them, and 
uſed their utmoſt endeavour with Germanicrs 
their preſent Commander, to take upon. himſelf 
the Government, which he would never hear- 
ken to. This was that which Tiberivs was chief- 
ly concerned at, and therefore earneſtly begged 
of the Senate, that they would pleaſe to allot 


þim a Colleague, ſince no Man could be fuffi- - 
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The LIFE of 
cient for the Adminiſtration of the whole, 
without the help and afliſtance of others, one, 
or more, as the caſe ſhould require. Beſides, 
he pretended an indifpoſition of Body, that 
Germanicus might the more:contentedly expect 
the Succeſflion, or at leaſt be ſatisfied at preſent 
with a ſhare of the Government with him. By 
theſe means, having bruſhed through all Ditf- 
culties, Clement was by craft betrayed into his 
Hand, and lay at his Mercy ; and Libo, that 
he might not appear too ſevere at firſt, two 
years after received a ſharp Reprimand in the 
denate, he having contented himſelf far the 
mean time only to watch his Motions, and be 
cautious of him. For being to ſacrifice one day 
among the Peontifices, he ordered a Leaden 
Knife to be laid by Libs inſtead of a Cleaver, 
and would never diſcourſe him in private, un- 
leſs his Son Druſis were by, and then too, kept 
up cloſe to him, and held him faſt by the right 
hand till the Diſcouric was finiſhed. 

26. At length being freed from his Fears, 
he lived a Civil Lite at firſt, not much 
above the. rate of a private Perſon. Of 
the many Honours, and thoſe of 'the great- 
eſt, that every day were offered to him, he 
accepted but a few, and thoſe too -of the 
loweſt jore. His Birth-day happening on 
the very wme the Plebeizn Games were pertorm- 
ed in the Circxs, he would by no means allow 
of any additional Grandeur to be ſhewn in the 
Celebration, excepting one Chariot and a pair 
of Horſes. He forbad that any Temples, or 
Prieſts of any kind ſhould be dedicated unto 
him, and ſuffered no Statues to be erected to 


him Without his own Conſent, which he neveg 
granted, 


TrizzRIUS Casaxk; 


granted, but upon condition that ſhould not be 
reckoned among the Images of the Gods, but 
the common Ornaments of their Houſes. He 
would have no Man ſworn to the Obſervation 
of his A#s, and could not be brought to allow 
that the Month September ſhould be called 7:hec- 
rins, or Ottober Livins. He waved the Titles 
of Emperour, and Father of his Country, and 
would not ſuffer the Civick Crown to be tet o- 
ver his Door. Unleſs in his Letters to Kings 
and great Princes, he never ſo much as added 
the Hereditary Name of Augu/iuss He was 
Conſul but three times only, once for a few 
days, the ſecond time for three Months, and 
the laſt, till the des of May, and that all the 
while abſent too. | 

27. He was ſo great an Enemy to Flattery 
that he never admitted any Senator to his Chazr» 
either to receive his Complement, or even up- 
on buſineſs of what Concern ſoever. One that 
had formerly been Conſu/, endeavouring ta 
make his Peace with the Emperour for ſome 
Offence, upon his Knees, he made ſuch haſte 
to avoid, that he fell down backward. And if 
any in common Diſcourſe, or a ſet Oration 
ſeemed to ſpeak. more tauningly than ordinary, 
he never {crupled to check,and take himup after 
his own rate. One calling him Dominas, he defi- 
red him to forbear his flouting Jeaſts for the fu- 
ture; another calling Imployments Sacred, and 
a third ſaying, He came into the Senate by his Aur 
'thority, he ordered them to change their Ex- 
prefhions, and for Authority, uſe Perſwaſions ; 
for Sacred, Troubleſome. 

25. He (liewed always very little concern for 


the ſcandalous RefleRions, and evil Reporrs of 
- #3 others, 
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others, and endured the Lampoons of the 
Town very evenly ; having this Saying often in 
his Mouth : I» a free City, mens Thoughts and 
Tongues ſhould be free. But one time above the 
reſt, when the Senate would have taken Cogni- 
zance of Crimes of this nature, and ſuch as 
were guilty of them, Me have not-time enough 
zo ſpare (ſays he) to meddle with theſe tmconſiderable 
Matters : If once you give Countenance to ſuch 
Debates, no other Buſineſs will be diſpatcht, while 
under this Pretence every private Pique ſhall be 
brought before you to be decided. It was a very 
handſome and appoſite Expreflion alſo of his 
in the Senate-Houſe, If any one (lays he) ſpeaks 
evil of me, 1 will give him as good an account of 
my Words and A&tons as I can, and if that will 
not {atisfie him, let him hate on, I'le hate him a 
much. 

29. But theſe Libels were the rather inſuffer- 
able, becauſe he himſelf was very tender in 
paying every Man the Reſpe& due to his Qua- 
lity and Character, that he almoſt exceeded 
the niceſt Rules of Civility. Being of a con: 
trary Opinion once in the Senate to Q. Hate- 
ris, Forgive me, Sir, (he ſaid) if as a Senator | 
have ſpoken my Mind too freely againſt you. And 
then addrefling himſelf to them all in general, 
he ſaid, I bave now ſaid, and always did, moſt 
reverend Fathers, that a good Prince, one that ds- 
figns the Welfare of his Country, in whoſe hands yu 
have repeſed ſuch unlimited Power, ſhould fucy fo 
be ſerviceable, not only to the Senate, and Boay of 
the Community, but even every private Perſons In- 
tereſt and Advantage as the Caſe ſhall require. Nor 
do I yet repent of ſuch Words, for I ahways found, 
and ſtill acknowledge you my good, juſt, and graciom 
Lords, 30. Beſides 


Tinprrius CEx8ak. 


20. Beſides this, in appearance he ſeemed to 
reſtore to the Senate and Magiſtracy their an- 
cient Priviledges and Dignity. Nothing was 
of ſo ſinall, nothing of ſo great concern, et- 
ther in publick or private Aftairs, that was not 
brought before the Senate to be determined. 
There were debated all Taxes, Patents for Mo- 
nopolies, the Building of publick Works, rai- 
ſing or disbanding of Soldiers, the Rendezwour 
of Legions and Auxiliaries, prolonging or 
2rancing Commiſſions in time of extraordinary 
War; laftly, how any Princes Letters were to 
>> an{wered, in what Form, and to what Et- 

A Commander of one of the Wings of 
.-my, being informed againſt for Violence 
'O1tion, was forced to plead tothe In- 
2:2 before the Senate, whither Tiberias 
27 Came but alone, and though once being 
:nU:iofed, he was brought in his Chair, yet 
p ordered his People to withdraw imme- 
lately. | | 
| x. complained not in the leaſt, when he 
found any thing carried contrary to his Inclina- 
tion; as when propoſed, that no Magiſtrates 
deſigned ſhould be abſent from their Place and 
Truſt, that their Preſence might give the grea- 
ter Authority to their Office ; yet the Pretor de- 
foned after that obtained the Priviledge of a 
Free Embaſſy. A ſecond time, moving that the 
Money by Legacy bequeathed to the Treheians, 
might be laid out in mending the High-ways, 
he could not prevail with them to alter the Will 
of the Dead. An Ad of Senate being put to 
the Majority, and he going over to the tewelt, 
no body regarded it ſo much as to be biaſled 
tiereby, Other Aﬀairs were diſpatched by 
- O4 the 
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The LIFE of 


the reſpective Magiſtrates according to the ordi- | 
nary courſe of Law; nay, ſo great was the Ay: | 


thority of the Conſuls, that Embaſſadors from 
Africk applicd themſelves to them for Audience, 
making complaint, that Czſar, to whom they 
were ſent, delayed their Buſineſs beyond their 


time. And it was no more than might be ex- | 


pected, when he himſelf always ſhewed chem 
that Reſpect, to riſe up when they came into 
the Room, and to give them the way in the 
Streets. 

32. He reproved thoſe of the Conſulars, who 


being Generals of Armies, failed to adviſe the. | 


Senate continually of their Tranſactions, and 
that they referred to him the ſole Diſpoſition of 
Military Rewards, as if ſuch Power were not 
inherent in their Truſt and Office. He gave 
particular commendation to a Pretor, who up- 
on his entring that honourable Place, com 
memorated the Aats of his Anceſtors in his 
Oration, according to the laudable, though ex 
olete Cuſtom. He frequently honoured the 
Corps of Noblemen to their Funeral Pile, and 
ſhewed a proportionable Reſpect to meaner Per- 
ſons and Things. When the Magiſtrates of 
Rhodes had ſent their publick Letters to him 
without any Subſcription, having ſummoned 
them before him, he adviſed them only to be 
more careful the next time, and then diſmiſſed 
them, without any other Reprehenſion. Div 
genes a Grammarian of Rhodes, who uſed to 
diſpute in publick every Saturday, refuſed him 
admiſſion upon an unuſual day, but gave him 
notice by his Servant, to come ſeven days after; 
this very Perſon afterwards waiting at his Door 
to ſalute him as he came abroad, he faid no more 
EEE + + 0 CORE UAE C0 gg 
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to him, but, Sir, yow may come ſeven years hence. 
His Anſwer to the Governours of the Provin- 
ces, who would have perſwaded him to have 
loaded them with new Taxes, was this : 
That a good Shepherd ought to Shear, not Fley 


his Sheep. 
22. "The Soveraign Power he aſſumed by de- 


33 


199 


grees; and though for ſome time it were hard to 


paſs a Judgment of the Intention of his Actions, 
yet for the moſt part, he ſeemed to have regard 
to the publick Benefit and Commodity. Ar 


firſt he concerned himſelf no further, than to 


ſee every thing duly performed; for which pur- 
poſe he reverſed ſeveral Orders of the Serare : 
And when the Judges were upon the Bench try- 
ing of Cauſes, would offer them his Afﬀiſtance, 
ſetting ſometimes promiſcuouſly amongtt them, 
ſometimes in the higheſt Seat over. againſt 
them. Upon report that any Malefa&or was 
like to come off, through the Favour of the 
Court, he was preſently amongſt them, and ei- 
ther from the Ground where he was, or aſcend- 
ing the Inquiſitors Tribunal, made a Specch to 
them of the Laws and Religion, and the par- 
ticular Crimes they were about to try; and if 
any Negled or evil Cuſtoms had prevailed in 
publick Manners, he himſelf undertook too ſee 
chem ſuppreſſed. 

34. He retrenched the extravagant Expences 
of Plays and publick Sights, by leſkning the 
Stipends of the Comedians, and reducing the 
number of Gladiators to a certainty. The un- 
reaſonable price of Corinthian Vellels, and the 
extravagant Luxury of the Times, that three 
Mullets ſhould be valued at Thirty thonfand 
Seſterces, were great Grieyances to him ; fo he 


took. 
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took care to regulate the Expences of Furni- 
ture, and that a Market Price ſhould be ſet for 
all manner of Provifions, yearly, by the Senzte. 
Withal, ordering the e&4/es to prohibit all pub- 


lick Eating-houſes and Taverns, the keeping 


ſuch great Ordinaries, and making ſuch charge: 
able Entertainments. And to give the great:; 
incouragement to this thrifty way of living »y 
his own Example; he uſed, when he din: 37 
publick, to have Diſhes brought to his i able 
which he had dined upon, and had been #2: up 
cold the day before; and particularly, i>me 


_ times half a Boar : upon which occatio:. he 


was wont to ſay, There was as ſweet a Reliſh 53 
any part of it as in the whole. He iſſued out his Pro- 
clamation againft the Attendance of daily $:- 
lutations; and forbad thac New-years Gilts 
{ſhould be ſent to one another, except on the ve 
ry New-years Day. It was his Cuſtom to give 
four times as much as he received at ſuch times, 
and that with his own hands; but being Git- 
pleaſed that he was diſturbed all the Month 
aſter, by ſuch as wanted opportunity of making 
their Preſents on the Feaſ?-day, he threw up that 
Cuſtom for all together. 

35. By his means the ancient Cuſtom wasre- 
vived, whereby it was permitted to the Parents 
and neareſt Relations of ſuch married Women 
as had been takgn in Adultery, to inflict on 
them what private Puniſhment chey chought 
good, where no body would impeach them to 
the Publick. A Roman Knight having found his 
Wite in the A& of Uncleanneſs with her Son- 
in-Law, though he had before obliged himſelf 
by Oath, never to diſcharge her, he diſpenced 
with the Oath, that he might give her a Dr 
vorce. Some Women of ſcandalous Note, ha- 

ving 
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ving withdrawn therhſelves from the Priviledges 
of Married Women, by ſetting up for Bawds, to 
elude the Force of the Statute ; and other prot- 


| fligate young People of all Qualities, voluntari- 
| ly degrading themſelves, that the Ad for not 
| intermixing - with the Comedians and Sword- 


players might take no hold of them, he made 
no more ado but baniſht them every one, to 
prevent the Cheat they deſigned to put upon 
the Laws. He took away the Robe from a Se- 
nator for leaving his Lodging, and going into 
the Country juſt before Quarter-day, that when 
that day was paſt, he might have them cheaper 
at his return ; and diſcharged a Quzſtor from 
his Place, who had married a Lady the Day 
before his Ele&tion, to qualitie hin for the Ot- 
fice, and the day after turned her away. 

36. He aboliſhed all Foreign Ceremonies, 
with the whole Oeconomy of egyptian and 


 Fewiſh Rites, forcing the Bigots of thoſe Super- 


{titions to burn their Holy Wardrope and Re- 
ligious Trumpery. The Youth of the Fews, 
under pretence of a Military Oath, or raiſing 
Soldiers, he ſent into Countries of a moſt un- 
healchful and peſtilential Air : The remaining 
part of that Nation, and thoſe that were inclin- 
ea that way, he forbad the City, upon Penalty of 
perpetual Baniſhment from the Empire. "The 
ſame Sentence was paſling againſt the 4ſfrologers 
and Fortune-Tellers; but upon Submiſſion, and 
promiſing to bid adieu to their Profeflion, he 
{topt the Execution of it. 

27. But above all, he was very ollicitous 


that the publick Peace might not be diſturbed 


by the publick Outrages of Robbers and Bax- 
«:tti, or the more ſlye and crafty ANGEIILE 
the 
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the Seditious. He doubled his Garrifons chrough- | 


out all aly ; he buile a Guard-houſe at Rome for 
his own Pretoria» Bands, who before were ſe 
yerally quartered up and down in the the Inn 


of the Town. He ſeverely puniſhed all Rio; | 


and Popular Commotions, and did his endez- 
vour to quell them in the Womb and firſt Con- 
ception. A Murder being committed at a Play 


by a Quarrel that happened in the Pic, he hz: 


niſhed the Authors, and the Players as Acceſſ» 
ries, nor could the moſt powerful Interceflions 
of the People procure their Pardon. The It 
habitants of Pollentia, not permitting the Corps 
of an Officer of the Army to be buried, or be 
removed out of the Market-place till they had 
{queezed ſome contribution out of the Heirs to- 


ward a Prize-playing ; to correct fuch info- | 


\>1ce, and prevent the like Diſorders for the fu: 
'1ire, he diſpatcht away a Body of Men from 
the City, and another from the Kingdom of 
Cotizes, who according to their Orders, diſlem- 


ing the Detign of their March, came upon | 
:he Town through ſeveral Poſterns unexpected, * 


with their Swords drawn, and Trumpets ſound 


ins, ſeized it, and caſt moſt of the Citizens | 


any Magiſtrates into perpetual Imprifonment. 
Through his whole Dominions, he aboliſhed 
the Rices and Priviledges of Sanctuaries. The 
C3ziceni having committed ſome Acts of vio- 
lence upon the Roman Citizens, he deprived 
them of that Freedom they had honourably 
gained in the War againſt Mithridates. Al 
cer this, if any Tumults aroſe in his Domini 
ons, he marched not himſelf to ſupprefs them, 
but did it by his Deputies and Lientenants ; no! 


even then, but by flow degrees, and upon ur- 
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gent neceflity. Thoſe Princes of whom he 
had a ſuſpition, as though they were diſaffected 
to the Rowan Intereſt, he reduced by Threats 
and Complaints, rather than force of Arms. 


' Some he enticed to Rowe by fair Words and 


large Promiſes, but never permitted them to re- 
turn, as Maraboduus the German, Thraſypols the 


| Thracian, and Archelaus a Cappadocian, whoſe 


Kingdom he reduced into the Form of a 
Province. 

28. Two whole years after he came to the 
Empire, he never ſtirred out of the Gates of 
the City ; and afterwards but to the neighbour- 
ing Towns; and when furtheſt, but to Anti- 
4m, and that very ſeldom, and but for a Day 
or two ; though he often ſaid, he would make 


_ a Progreſs and viſit the Provinces and Armies 


prefling Wagons, and laying in Proviſions in 
all Municipal Towns for that purpoſe. Nay, 
fo far proceeded he,as to ſuffer the People to ot- 


. fer ſolemn Prayers and Oblations for his happy 
- Journey and Return ; fo that at laſt he was ſcof- 


F fingly called Callipedes ; one, who according to 


the Greek Proverb,ſeemed to be always running, 


$ Þ but never ſtirred a foot. 
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39. But having loſt both his Sons, Germaniczs 
dying in Syria, and Druſus at Rome, he retired 
into Campania, leaving the People fully per- 
iwaded, that he would never return more, nor 
live long there. And they were not much out 
1a either, for he never returned to Rowe, and 
very narrowly eſcaped being Þuried alive ; for 
ſhortly after, being at Supper in his Hall, at a 
Summer Seat called Spelwnca, not far from Ter- 
racina, ſeveral great Stones broke down fſud- 


denly from the Roof, and killed many of his 
| Guelts 
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Gueſts and Servants, he himſelf eſcaping mi.| 


raculouſly. | 

40. Having travelled through all Campanis, 
and performed the Solemnity at the Dedication 
of the Capitol at Capua, and the Temple of 4 
guſtns at Nola, which he pretended were the 
occaſion of his Journey, he withdrew into C4 
prez, taking great delight in that Ifland, bs 
cauſe there was but one Haven that let into it 
ic being naturally ſurrounded with inacceflibl 
Rocks and a deep and dangerous Sea. But he 
was ſhortly after wrought upon by the Impor: 
tunate Sollicitations of the People to return, for 
there had lately happened a Tragical Scene 2 
Fidenz, where above Twenty thouſand Men x 
a oight of the Sword-Players were unfortunate 
ly killed by the Fall of the Amphitheatr. 
Upon this, he paſled over once more to th: 
Continent, and graciouſly admitted all Peopk 
to his Preſence, and that the rather, becauſe at 
his departure he had given ſtri&t Charge to the 
contrary, and avoided their Complements all 
the way. 

41. Being returned again into the Iſland, he 
became ſupine and negligent of all the Inte 
reſts of the Common-wealth, not ſo much 3 
filling up the Vacancies of the Decuries of Hork 
nor changing, according to cuſtom, the Tr: 
bunes and Commanders of the Army, nor tit 
Governours of Provinces. Spain and Syria It 
let lye ſeveral years with their Conſulary Lie 
tenants ; without any regard or oppoſition, 
ſuffered Armenia to be invaded by the Parti 
Mzſia to be haraſſed by the Daci, and Gawl bj 
the Germans, tothe unſpeakable Diſgrace, al 


no leſs hazard of the Empire it ſelf. 
| 4.2. But 
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42; But now living in a private corner, fe- 
Cure, as it were from the Eye of the World ; 
he began publickly to own and practiſe thoſe 
Vices, which before he had difſembled with the 
greateſt Hypocrifie ; the particulars take as fol 
low. When he was yet but a Novice, or Frefh- 
water Soldier (as they term it) he grew ſo no-- 
torious a Drinker, that inſtead of 7:ber:zs, he 
got the Name of Bzberizs ; and for Claudizs, he 
was called Caldias; and for Nero, Mero. Afﬀter 
this, when he came to the Empire, even while 
he was corre&ting and reforming the Licentiouſ- 
neſs and miſerable Corruption of Manners. 
then among the People, he was known to be 
in continued acual Debauch one night and. 
two days with Pomponins Flacers and L. Piſo ; 
to the former of which he gave the Province 
of Syria, and the Government of the City to 
the latter, tiling them in their Commiſlions, 
His boon Companions, his ſure Cards at all hours. 
Claudius Gallus, a molt notorious Old Sir Folly, 
who had been formerly branded for his Debau- 
ches by Auguſtus, and ſeverely reprimanded by 
himſelf in the Senate, inviting him to Supper, 
he promiſed to come, on the Terms that no- 
thing were omitted of his uſual way of Enter- 
tainment, and they ſhould be waited on by 
Stripping Wenches. He preterred to tne Queſtor- 
ſoip, a Perſon of inferiour Birth and Education, 
before ſeveral Competitors of Honour and 
Quality, and that merely. becauſe he took off 
his great Three-pint Glaſs. He gave Aſellins Sa- 
binus Two hundred thouſand Seſterces for 
compoſing a Dialogue between the Muſhrome, 
the Ficedula, the Oyſter and the Thruſh. In fine, 
he inſtituted an Office of Intelligence tor his Plea- 


ſures, 


205 


206 


The LIFE of 


ſures, and gave the Maſterſhip of it to T. Cz{- 
nins Priſcas, a Roman Knight. 

43- In his Retirement in Capree, he inven- 
ted (convenient Alcoves, which he furniſhed 
with Whores and Catamites, and lewd diſco- 
verers of unnatural and Beſtial Poſtures and 
Motions ; theſe he called Spin&riz, the Incen- 
diaries of his Luſt; he entertained himſelf in 
ſeeing them in three feveral rows abuſing each 
other, thereby to excite his decayed Appetite. 
He provided ſeveral Chambers alfo, hung a- 
bout with filthy Pictures and infamous Statues, 
and furniſhed them with the abominable Books 
of Elephants, that if any one had a mind to 
be prodigiouſly Wicked, he might not want a 
Pattern to fin by. . He invented likewiſe in the 
Woods, Walks and Grottoes proper for the Bu- 
ſineſs of Debauchery, where young People of 
both Sexes proſticured themſelves in the Maſ- 
querade of Nymphs and Satyrs. So that in al- 
Juſion to the Ifland, he was publickly derided by 
the Name Caprinews. 

44. One Abomination more he was guilty of, 
ſcarce fir to be reported or heard, and indeed 
greater than can be believed of him, that he 
ſhould debauch young Children yet in Inno- 
cence and Ignorance (calling them his litele 
Fry) teaching them to play berween his Thighs 
while he ſwam, to lick and tongue, and ſome- 
times ſuck him like Infants not yer weaned; 
and indeed the Impotency of his Age, and 
beſtiality of his Nature might excite in him 
thoſe Inclinations to ſuch unmanly and abomr 
nable Follies. Thus, when a Piece of Parrhs- 
fins Work, repreſenting Atalanta, offering her 


Mouth in that manner to Meleager, was lett hi 
or 


TiBrxius Ci&$SAR, 
for a Legacy, wich condition, it he fancied 
not the Deſign, that he ſhould receive in lieu 
thereof a Million of Szferces; he not only 
choſe the Pidure, bur placed ir in his very Bed- 
Chamber. ?Tis told of- him alſo, that while he 
was performing Sacrifice, he was one time fei- 
zed with a Fic of this unnatural Paſſion, to- 
ward the Boy that carried the Cezſer, that he 
could hardly reſtrain it till the Divine Service 
was ended ; but that once over; he withdrew 
with him, and debauched both him and his 


Brother afrerwards, that bore a partin the Mu-_ 


ſick, and hearing afterwards they upbraided 
each other with that Ignominy, he ordered both 
their Legs to be broken. 

How unnaturally he was wont to abuſe 
Women, and thoſe too oftentimes of Quality, 
was evident in the caſe of Mallonia; who being 
brought to him by his Panders, and refolutely 
withſtanding his brutiſh Deſires, upon the De- 
poſitions of ſuborned Witneſſes was cited be- 
fore him ; where he was ſtill ac her, asking her 
openly, If ſhe did not yet repent of her coy Refu- 
fal? till at laſt ſhe made out of the Court, 
went home, and {ſtabb'd her ſelf; yet not be- 
fore ſhe had ſufficiently reproached the old goa- 
tiſh Letcher with his naſty and obſcene Mouth. 
Upon which, in the nexc Farce a ſevere Re- 
flection was made upon him, which took 
mightily, and wasinevery bodies Mouth. The 
Expreflion was thus, The old He-goat licks the Pu- 
dendum of the She-goats. 

46, He was ſo clofe and covetous, that he- 
never allowed any Penſion to ſuch as waited on 
him in his Progreſles or Expeditions, but bare- 
ly Board-Wages. Once in eed he ſhewed his 
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Liberality (thanks to his Father-in- Law) when 
dividing his Retinue into three Claſſes, accord- 
ing to their Eſtates and Quality ; to the firſt he 
gave Six hundred thouſand Seſterces. to the fe- 
cond Four hundred thouſand, and to the third 
Two hundred thouſand ; which laſt, he termed 
in derifion his Greeks not his Friends. 

47. He built no Magnificent Structures 
through all his Reign, the only things he ever 
undertook of that kind, were the Temple of 
Augnit:zs, and the repairing of Pompey's Theatre, 
and left them too both unfiniſh'd at laſt. He 
made no ſhews to the People himſelf, and was 
very rarely ſeen at thoſe exhibitted by others, 
leſt he might be compelled to part with fome- 
thing or other at the Deſire of the Roman Com 
monalty ; eſpecially, ſince by their Intreaty he 
was 11a manner farce(l to give tis Freedom to 
Adins the Comezdian. Having been wrought up- 
on to relieve the Prefſtiures of fome few decayed 
Senators, fearing he ſhould be troabled fre- 
quently with the like Adcreties, he gave out, 
he would help none for the fature, but ſuch 
only, 2s ſhould make their Cſs known to the 
Senate; by this means, deterring all Perſons of 
Modelty and Ingenuity from defiring his Af 
ſiſtance. And among the reit, Hortalus, the 
Grand-child of Q. Hirterſius, that famous Ora 
tor, who at the Inſtance and Pertwaſions of 
Argr/tus, had married, and brought up four 
Children wich a very {mall Eſtate. 

48. He ſhewed nothing of publick Munift 
cence, twice only cxc<pred ; the firſt time lend- 
ing out an hundred Millions of Seſterces for 


three years without Zatere# ; the ſecond, when 


he made good ſome Houſes burnt in Mount 
| Calins, | 


TiBnrkins Cxsark. 


Calire, to the Gentlemen that owned them. 
The firſt was extorted from him, by the general 
complaint of ſcarcity of Money, and the Im- 
portunity of the People for Redreſs of that 
Grievance ; when through his means, 1t was 
decreed by the Senate, that all Uſurers ſhould 
lay out two parts of their Eitates in purchaſing 
Land, and that Debtors ſhould pay in the like 
Proportion of the Debts, which however ne- 
ver took effet. The other he did to ſet a Face 
upon the grievous Oppreſfion of thoſe times : 
And fo highly did he value himicli upon it roo, 
that he ordered Mount Czlius ſhould from that 
time be called Auguſtus, He beſtowed no Lar- 
geſſes on the Soldiery, after he had double whar 


Auguſtus left them, except a thouſand Deziers a 


Man throngi the Regiments of his Guards, be- 
cauſe they had not gone over to Sejanzs; and 
{ome Gitts to the Legions in Syria, becauſe they 
only had refuſed to bear the Protraidture of Se- 
Jann 1n their Colours. He very rarely gave 
Diſcharges for their Age to the Veteranes, as ex- 
pecting by their Deaths, to ſave the Donatives, 
uſually given at their Diſcharge. Of the Pro- 
vinces, none taſted of his Liberality, excepting 
only Aſia, where an Earth-quake had deftroyed 
ſeveral Towns. 

49. About this time he gave himſelf wholly 
over to all manner of Injuftice and Rapine, e- 
very one knows how Cz. Lentulus the . Augur, a 
Perſon of a mighty Fortune, was pertedtly 
tiezed out of his Lite by him, and forced to 
leave him his Heir. He condemned aifo Zepide, 
a Woman of Quality, to gratifie her Husband 
Quirinus of Conſular Dignity, very rich, and 
without Children, who accuſed her for endea- 
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' vouring to make him away by Poyſon, before 


their Divorce, then twenty years paſt. Be- 
ſides all this, he confiſcated the Eſtates of ſe- 
veral petty Princes of Gam/, Spain, Syria and 
Greece, upon luch trivial and ſhameleſs Allega- 
tions, that fome had no other Article brought 
againſt them, then that part of their Eſtates 
was in ready Money. He took away likewiſe 
feveral Priviledges, as Exemption from Subſt- 


dies, and the Proprieties of Mines irom many 


Communities, as well as private Perſons. And 
to add to all his other Baſeneſs, when Vero 
King of the Parthians, being ejected from his 
Kingdom by his own Subjects, had taken Re- 
tuge at Antioch with a vaſt Treaſure, upon the 


. PublicR Faith,and under the Protection of the Ro- 


mans,he perfidiouſly order'd him,being firſt plun- 
dered, to be afterwards barbarouſly murthered. 
5o. He betrayed his Rancour againit his 
own Kindred ; firſt in his Behaviour toward his 
Brother Dr«ſzs, by publiſhing a Letter ſent from 
him to himſelf, wherein ic was propoſed to 
force Auguftms to reſtore the common Liberty. 
And he carried himſelf much after the ſame 
Tate with the reſt. When his Wife Julia was 
baniſhed, he not only forbore all manner of 
Interception and mediating in her Caſe (which 
had been but a point of common Humanity) 
but being confined by her Father to one 
Town, he went yet farther, and kept her 
within her own Doors, and there too, forbad 
her all manner of Converlation. He cheated 
her of the Allowance given her by her Father, 
and cut off her Seperate Alimony, and all this 
too, under colut of publick Juſtice, becauſe 
finguffius had not directly put in a Caveat a- 
_  gainlt 
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gainſt ſuch Proceedings in his Will. He was 
diſpleaſed with the Conduct of his Mother Lz- 
via, who ſeemed to arrogate to her ſelf an e- 
qual ſhare with him inthe Government ; there- 
fore he avoided her Converſation, and all a- 
long any private Diſcourſe with her, leſt 
Peovyle ſhould be apt to think he acted accord- 
ing to her Meaſures, which he did but ſeldom, 
and then too with great regret. He took 1t ve- 
ry heinouſty at rheir hands, when the Senate 
had made a Decrce, that among his Titles, he 
ſhould be ſtiled the Son of Livia, 2s well as 
Auguſtizs, and from that time took care ſhe 
ſhould never be called the Mother of ber Country, 
nor receive any publick Honours or Acknow- 
ledgments from the People. He would often 
adviſe her not to interpoſe in Afﬀeairs which 
were above the Management of a Woman ; e- 
ſpecially, once having obſerved her in Perſon 
at a Fire, which broke out near Veſfa's Tem- 
ple, encouraging the Soldiers and Mobzle to play 
the Men, as in the Life of her Husband ſhe. 
uſed to do. 

51. By theſe degrees he came at laſt perfe&- 
ly to hate her, and as is generally reported up: 
on this occaſion: Having urged him ſeveral 
times to enrole one (whom he had formerly 
made Free of the City) among the Decuries of 
tae Judges, he perfiſted reſolutely ro deny her, 
unleſs ſhe would conſent it ſhould expreſly be 
inſerted into the Regiſter, That it was merely for- 
ced from him to pratifie bis Mother : being incen\- 
ed at the Propoſal, ſhe brought out of her 
Cloſet ſome Letter formerly ſenc her by 
Auguſtus, wherein he complained of the in- 
lupportable infolence of his Temper and Beha- 
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viour, and theſe ſhe cauſed to be read in pub- 
lick. Theſe Letters which ſhe had ſtifled ſo 
long, and now brought to light on purpoſe, 
render him contemptible, he reſented 1o high- 
ly, that ſome have looked upon them as the 
main promoters of his Retirement ; certain it 
is, that all the three years he was away from 

Rome, though ſhe was then living, he never 
made her but one Viſit, and that but for a few 
hours. After this, he took no care to be with 
ber in her laſt Sickneſs; and after her Death, 
drilled off her Attendants ſo long in expecation 
of his coming, tHl the Body corrupted. Atter 
her Interment, he commanded ſhe ſhould not 
be Canoxized, pretending all the while to act in 
a conſcientious Obedience to her laſt Com- 
mands. He made void her Will too in a little 
time after her Death, and dealt very hardly 
and cruelly by her Friends and Domeſticks, 
not ſparing even thoſe, to whom ſhe had com- 
mitted the care of interring her Body ; one of 
which, a Knight, he condemned to draw Wa- 
ter jor the Pablick. F- 

52. He loved neither his own Son Draſus, 
nor Germazicus, whom he had adopted with a 
Fatherly Tendernefs, being angry at the Vices 
ot the former, who was of an Effeminate Dit- 
poſition, and led a Licentious Life. Upon 
which account he expreſſed not a Fathers con- 
cern for his Death, and in a little while after, 
applied himſelf to his uſual Aﬀairs, and put no 
long {top to the Publick Proceedings of Juſtice. 
Afterwards, when the Embaſladors of 1:um 
came ſomewhat too late with their Corſolatory 
Addreſſes, be anſwered them ſcoffingly, as tho' 
his Loſs had been long forgotten ; that he was 
jy | | heartily 
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heartily forry too for them, who had loſt fo 
brave a Citizen as Heffor. He was continually 
detratting from Germanicws, infomuch that he 
endeavoured to make his moſt Heroick Atchiev- 
ments pls for unnecetlary pieces of Service, 
and repreiznted his moſt glorious Vidories as 
pernicious and deſtructive to the Common- 
wealch. Nay, he complained co the Senate of 
him, for going to Alexandria without his Leave, 
though he was called thither by a dreadiul and 
ſudden Famine. He was farther ſhrewdly ſu- 
ſpe&ed to have been the Author of his Death, 
by the hands of Cr. Piſo, his Lieutenant at that 
time in Syria; who being accuſed of it when 
he came to Rome, would, as many believed, 
have produced his O:ders, but that in thoſe ve- 
ry Orders he was commanded by Tiberius, ne- 
ver to produce rhem. Theſe ſuſpicious Tranf- 
actions expoſed him to the continual Affronts 
of the Populacy, who would frequently cry 
out in the Night, Reſtcre us our Germanicus : 
and this was atterwarc's confirmed by the cruel 
Uſage he ſhewed to Germanicus's Wite and 
Children. 

53. H's Daughter-inLaw Agrippina, com- 
plaining of him with a great deal of Freedom, 
after the Death of her Husband Germanicas ; 
he took her by the Hand, and repeating to her 
a Grezk Verſe to this efte&t, If you ds not Rule, 
good Daughter, it ſeems you think your ſelf wrong- 
ed; and would entertain no farther Diicourſe 
with her. Upon her Refuſal one time to taſte 
ſome Fruit he preſented her at Supper, he ne- 
ver invite! her again; pretending, that from 
that Action, it was plain ſhe had a ſuſpicion he 
would poylon her, when indeed he had con- 
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trived things ſo before hand ; both that he 
ſhould try her by making the Preſent, and 
that ſhe M 

tain Deſtruction. In ne, after he had ſuggeſt- 
ed ſeveral malicious Falfities; as that one while 
ſhe defigned to take Sanctuary at the Statue of 
Anuguſtzs ; another while to commit her ſelf and 
Cauſe to the Army, he banithed her to the 
Iſland Pandataria ; and ſhe not forbearing to re- 
turn him ſome ſharp Reflections for ſuch Pro- 
ceedings, commanded her to be latht by a 
Centurion, who in the Execution, {truck ouc 
one of her Eyes. Upon this, ſhe reſolving to 
ſtarve her ſelf, he commanded her Mouth to 
be forced open, and Meat thruſt down her 
Throat : He caſt moſt odious Aſperſions upon 
her, even after ſhe had killed her ſelf by perliſt- 
ing in that Reſolution ; and very fain would 
have had her Birth-Day placed among the U®- 
lucky Days in the Roman Calendar. Nay, he 
lookt upon it as an Ad of ſpecial Grace and 
Favour, that he had not ſtrangled her, and 
thrown her Body into the River Tiber ; and per- 
mitted a publick Decree to paſs, wherein 
Fhanks were returned him for it, as an Aci- 
on of great Clemency, and an Offering of 
Gold preſented to Jupiter Capitolinus. | 

- I" Germanicus he had three Grand- 
Children left him, Nero, Druſzs, and Cains ; 
by Druſis, one only named Tiberizs. Our of 
theſe having no Sons to ſucceed him, he recom- 
mended to the Senate the two eldeſt Sons of 
Germanicus, Nero and Druſus, and celebrated 
their Inauguration with a Largeſs to the People: 
But when he found, that at the beginning of 
the Year there were publick Vows made = 
ET... Fl their 


ould refuſe to accept of it as her cer- 
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their fafery, he repreſented to the Senate, That 
ſuch frenal Reſpect was not to be ſhewn to any, but 
thoſe of a good Age, and long Experience. And 
from that time, betraying the rancour of his 
Soul, he laid them open to the ſcandalous Ac- 
cuſations and Invedcives of all Men. He accu- 
ſed them alſo in his Letters to the Senate, and 
ſhewed himſelf violent againſt chem, after he 
had by ſeveral Artifices provoked them to give 
him abuſive Language ; and being adjudged 
Traytors to the Senate, he commanded them 
both to be ſtarved, Nero in the Ifland Portia, 
and Druſus in the lower part of. the Pala- 
tiuam. Many think that Nero killed himſelf, 


to defeat the Executioner , who preſented 


himſelf before him with his Halar and 
Hocks. But Druſzus was 1o ſtrictly kept from 
any Vidtuals, that he endeavoured to eat 
the very Flocks of his Bed. Both cheir Bodies 
were Cut into ſo ſmall pieces, that it was al- 
moſt impoſſible for their Friends to recolle& 
them afterwards. 

55. Beſides his: old Friends and Acquain- 
tance, he required twenty Perſonages of the 
beſt Quality to affiſt in the nature of Cabinet 
Council, in the Adminiſtration of Affairs ; of 
theſe ſcarce two or three eſcaped his Cruelty, 
the reſt, upon ſome pretence or other being re- 
moved 'out of the way. eElirs Sejanus, not 
without the joynt Deſtruction of ſeveral his 
Creatures and Dependancies, was one of theſe, 
whom he had raiſed to ſupream Power, not 
out of any extraordinary Kindneſs for him, 
but to make uſe of him as an Inſtrument to de- 
ſtroy Germanicxs's Sons, and ſecure the Succefli- 
on to 7iberias, his Grand-Child by Draſ#s. 

[ EE 56. Neither 
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56.Neither was he one whit better natured to 
his Grecian Companions, whoſe Converſation 
he ſeemed moſt delighted withal. One of 
them, by Name Zero, diſcourſing rarely well 
before him, he asked him what barbarous Dia- 
le& he 1pake, and being anſwered the Dorick, 
he baniſhed him to the Iſland Cinaria, miſtruſt- 
ing he had reflected upon his Retirement at 
Rhodes, for the Rhodians ſpeak the Dorick. An- 
other time (it being his Cuſtom to propoſe 

neftions at Supper to thoſe about him, out of 
what he had read the day before) finding Seleu- 
cs the Grammarian tampering with his Ser- 
vants concerning the Authors, and Times he 
read, that he might come better prepared; 
firſt, he forbad him his Preſence, and forced 
him afterwards to make away with himſelf. 

57. He gave ſure Symptoms of his cruel and 
relentleſs Nature, even from his Childhood, 
which Theodorns Gadarens, his Tutor in Rheto- 
rick, firit took notice of, with a very home 
Refletion upon the Occaſion, calling him # 
Mixture of Clay and Blood. "This appeared yet 
plainer after he came to the Empire, even in 
the beginning of his Reign, while he was yet 
infinuating himſelf by an aſſumed Clemency, 
into the good Opinion of the People. As it 
happened, a Corps was carrying by to be bu- 
ried, while a common Andrew was at his Farce 
on the Stage ; he deſired the dead man to ac- 
quaint Auguſtus, The Legacies he left the People 
ere not yet paid; this came to Tiberins's Cal, 
who ſent for the Fellow, and ordering his Quts 
to be paid, commanded him to be executed 
forthwith, that he might go himſelf and tell 


the whole Truth to his Father Auguf. gr 
£n1s, . 


Tinprkriuns Cax5Sak. 


this, Pompeizes 2 Roman Knight, thwarting ſome- 
thing propoſed by Tiberius in the Senate, ha- 
ving firſt threatned to ſend him into Cultody, 
he added, that of a Pompeirs, he would reduce 
him to a Pompeians, being a ſevere Sarcaſm up- 
on the Gentlemans Name, and the il] Fortune 
of the Pompeian Intereſt of old. 

$58. Much about the ſame time, the Pretor 
demanding if he would have a Court ſummon- 
ed to take Cognizance of Matters of High 
Treaſon, his Anſwer was, The Laws muſt be- put 
in Execution, and ſo they were, with the ex- 
treameſt Rigour and Severity. Some body had 
taken off the Head from the Statue of Auguſtr, 
intending to place it on ſome other ; this Caſe 
was brought before the Senate, and becauſe the 
Evidence againſt any Perſon was not clear, on- 
ly ſome were ſuſpected, they were wracked to 
extort a Confeflion, and the Party at laſt being 
found out, was Executed. 'This odd ſort of 
Crime came at laſt to be ſo proſecuted, that it 
proved a Matter of capital Importance, to 
have corrected ones Slave near the Statue of 
Auguſins; to have ſhifted ones Cloaths before 
that Statue, or have carried his Coin, or a Ring 
with his Medal on it; nay, even to have de- 
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tracted the leaſt from any Word or Action of - 


his were of noleſs fatal Conlequence. In fine, 
one was put to Death for no other reaſan than 
having ſuffered a Vote to paſs in his own Tribe, 
whereby Honours were decreed to him, on the 
iame day they had formerly been decreed to 

Auguſtus. | 
59. Many other Inſtances of no leſs Cruelty 
and Barbarity he was guilty of daily, and that 
too with the ſhew of Reformation of Manners, 
| though 
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though really to gratifie his own implacable 
Diſpoſition ; - infomuch, that ſome were not 
wanting, who could not forbear to upbraid 
him, not only with the preſent but future Cala- 
mities in their Lampoons. Thus one. 


Thy Fierce, thy monſtrous Soul in ſhort to ſhow ; 

Hang we, if thy own Dam can love thee now. 

Thou art no Knight, for thou haſt no Eſtate ; 

But, witneſs Rhodes, endur'ſt an Exile's Fate. 

The Golden Age when you were crown d withdrew ; 

Then th' Iron came, and ſtill muſt laſt with Yoga. 

Blood now he thirſts for, Wine is out of date, 

And no leſs Draughts this greedy Thirſt rebate ! 

See Sylla, ſee thy Plague 5 unhappy Rome ! 

See Marius once more from his Exile come ! 

See Antony, and Civil Wars again, 

His hands repeated Murders deeply ſtain ! 

Proclaim Rome's Fall; the bleeding Town muſt 
groan. 


When Baniſht Miſcreants ſtep into the Throne. 


Theſe Rhimes, at firſt he would have aſcribed 
to the diſlatisfaction ſome might have concei- 
ved againſt the very Conſtitution of the preſent 
Government ; for what. concerned him, and 
that it could not proceed from the real ſenfe of 
their Hearts, but fome Diſguſt or Reſentment ; 
Therefore he would often ſay, Let them pretend 
to hate me, ſo long as their Action ſhews their Ap- 
probation. Yet an a little time he gavethem rea- 
fon to mean as they ſpoke. 

60. Soon aiter his Arrival at Caprez, 4 
Fiſherman bringing to him a vaſt Mullet, atan 
unſeaſonable time, while he was imployed n 


ſome ſecret Buſineſs, he ordered the Fellows 
Face 


Tizekius Caxsar. 


Face to be ſcratched all over with the Fiſh, be- 
ing terrified that he had been ſurprized from 
the rough, and (as was reputed) unpaſlable 
part of the Iſland. And when the Fiſherman, 
during his Puniſhment, rejoyced that he had 
not made him a Preſent alſo of an extraordina- 
ry Lobſter taken at the ſame time, he ordered 
his Face to be torn and wounded with the Lob- 
ſter alſo. A Soldier belonging to his Guards 
was put to death for ſtealing only a Peacock 
out of a Garden. His Coach being annoyed 
by the Buſhes in a narrow Way, as he was on a 
Journey, he commanded the Guide, a Captain 
of his chiefeſt Guards, to be beaten to death al- 
moſt upon the place. | 

61. After this he left no ſore of Cruelty un- 
practiſed, nor ever wanted matter for it; for 
he perſecuted not only the intimate Friends, 
but even the Acquaintance of his Mother firſt, 
then of his Grand-children and Daughter-in- 


Law, and laſtly of Sejanus. After whoſe Death, ' 


he exerciſed his greateſt Cruelcies, whereby it 
_ was plainly ſeen, he was not ſo much inſtiga- 

ted to ſuch Acts by Sejanus, as that Sejanns find- 
ing his Bloody Humour, was forced to ſupply 
him with Occations of exereifing them. Yet 
in the Memoires which he himſelt wrote of his 
own Lite, he ſcruples not to ſay, That he puniſh- 
ed Sejanus for no other Cauſe than his extraordina- 
ry rancour againſt the Childres of Germanicus hs 
Son: And yet he himſelf had commanded then 
to be taken off, one after Sejanx {tood fuſpedt- 
ed, and the other after his Death. To reckon 
up all che Inſtances of his Cruelty, would be an 
endleſs ching ; let ir ſuffice to recount ſome few 


only. No day went over his Head, though ne- 
ver 
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ver fo ſtritly devoted to Religious Exerciles, 
wherein ſome or other were not executed ; in- 
{ſomuch, that on that ſolemn Feſtival, the New- 
years Day, ſeveral were accuſed and condem- 
ned with their Wives and Children ; and their 
Friends and Relations forbad to mourn for | 
them, and great Rewards propoſed to ſuch as 
would inform againſt them, and ſometimes to 
the Witneſics alſo. No Informer, of what Re- 
putatioa ſoever, but was believed, and every 
Crime was made Capital, though it were but 
the letting fall a few undiſcreet Words. A cer- 
tain Poet was accuſed for having ſpoken contu- 
meliouſly of Agamemnen in his Tragedy ; and 
an Hiſtorian, for calling Brutus and Caſſie, the 
laſt of the true old Romans; and the Authors 
were pumiſhe, and the Books burnt, though 
they had formerly been read to, and paſled the 
Approbation of Augu/iuss He denyed ſeveral 
Pritoners, not only theliberty of Study, where: 
by they might a little divert their Misfortunes, 
but debarred alſo all Conference and Diſcourſe 
with others. Some being ſummoned to ſtand 
their Tryal, to avoid the Infamy of the Sen- 
tence, they were ſure to find ftab'd themſelves; 
others poyſoned themſelves in Court ; neverthe- 
leſs their Wounds were bound up, and they 
dragged away gaſping and half dead to Priſon. 
Such as ſuffered, were always drawn about the 
Streets with Hooks in their Mouths, and thrown 
down the Gemoniz into Tiber, alter which man- 
ner twenty were ſerved in one day, and of that 
Number, ſeveral Boys and Women. The 
young Maids, he cauſed firſt to be raviſhed by 
the Executioner, and afterwards ſtrangled, 1t 
being unlawful by their Cuſtoms, to {trangle 

Virgins. 


 Tiyrxius Caxsak. 


Virgins. Were any deſirous to go out of the 
World, thoſe he conſtrained to live looking up- 
on plain Death as ſo ſlight a Puniſhment, that 
when he heard Carnulins, one of the Priſoners 
had made away himſelf, he cryed out, Thz Car- 
nulius has eſcaped me | Aﬀter this, viſiting the 
Priſons, a Perſon that lay there petitton'd his 
Execution might be haſtened, and his Anſwer 
was, Hold Sir, I am not yet ſo well reconciled to 
you. A Perſon of Conſular Dignity in his 4- 
zals has this Paſſage, that at a great Feaſt, where 
he himſelf was alſo preſent, the Queſtion was 
put on the ſudden to Tiberius, by a Dwarf that 
waited, hy Paconius liv'd ſo long, having been 
condemned for Treaſon? for the preſent, he took 
him up for the Liberty he had uſed,bur in a few 
days ſent to the Senate, that ſpeedy care mighe 
be taken for the Execution of Paconius. 

62. The manner of his Son Draſzs his Death, 
made his Cruelty grow more violent and inſup- 
portable, whom he thought at firſt to have kil- 
led himſelf through his own Intemperance and 
Exceſs ; but being informed he was poyſoned 
by the 'Treachery of his Wife Livilla and Seja- 
us, he was ſo incenfed, that he gave himſelf 
over for whole days together, to the Examina- 
tion of the Buſineſs, ſparing to torture and 
puniſh no body that might be in the leaſt liable 
to ſuſpition of having a hand in it. Inſomuch, 
that hearing one of Rhodes was come to viſit 
him, at whoſe Houſe he had formerly been re- 
ceived, and whom he had then invited to Rome, 
he ordered him to be tortured as one concerned 
in the Conſpiracy ; but afterwards finding his 
Miſtake, cauſed him to be made away private- 
ly, to prevent his telling of Tales. His _ 

or 
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for Executions is yet to be ſeen at Caprees 
whence condemned Perſons were in his fight 
caſt down into the Sea, and received there by 
Seamen, who with their Oars broke their Bones. 
Among others, he found out this fort of Tor- 
ment; to make Criminals, not ſuipecting his de- 
ſign in it, take off a great quantity of Wine, 
and then tying their Privicies with a Luce ſtring, 
co torment them by the ſtoppage of their Wa- 
ter, as well as the tightneſs of the String. Nay, 
it is thought, had not Death prevented him, 
and Thraſyllas made him delay their Punifhment, 
in hopes of a ſpeedy Recovery, he would not 
have ſtoped here ; his own Grand-children 
would hardly have eſcaped, for Cains was al- 
ready ſuſpected, and Tiberins he deſpiſed as un- 
lawfully begotten. And the truth is, there was 
reaſon to think fo, for he would often ſay, Pria- 
21us was an happy man, for he outlived all his 
Race. | 

63. How hated he became by ſuch Actions, 
how timerous, and how liable to the Tongues 
of all, there are ſufficient Examples. He com- 
manded that no South-ſayer ſhould be conſulted 
without Witneſſes. ' He went about to deſtroy 
thoſe Oracles that ſtood near to the Town, but 
was beat off of the Deſign by what happened 
at the Oracles of Praneſfte. For having lealed 


_ bp the Lots, by which that Oracle was given, 


and conveyed them to Rowe; upon opening the 
Cheſt,no Lots appeared, till they carried it back 
again to the Temple. The Government of two 
Provinces, he gave to two that had been Con: 
ſuls, and afterwards fearing to truſt them, he ' 
kept them ſeveral years in attendance at Court, 


and at laſt nominated two others to ſucceed 
them. 


Tizrkins Casak, 


them. However, their reſpe&tive Titles they 
enjoyed all the while, and received daily Orders 
from him, which they ſent to their Deputies 
abroad. 

64. His Daughter-in-Law, and Grand-chil- 
dren, after their Condemnation, he ſuffered not 
to travail any whither, unleſs in Chains, with 
the Coach ſhut up cloſe, and a Guard of Sol- 
diers upon them, to hinder any manner of Com- 
munication with thoſe on the Way. 

65. He defeated the Projects of Sanus (who 
was about that time deſigning Alterations in the 
State) and that more by his peculiar Policy, 
than his Regal Power and Authority. For firſt, 
that he might remove him from about his Per- 
ſon. with an honourable Pretence, he choſe 
him his Colleague in his fifth Conſulſhip, which 
he took upon him then for no other purpoſe, 
after a conſiderable intermiſſion from thar Ot- 
fice : And then, after he had cajoled him with 
fooliſh hopes of Afﬀinity by Marriage, and ma- 
King him Tribune, he accuſed him unexpectedly 
to the Senate in a pitiful Oration, wherein, a- 
mong other things, he beggs of them, That oe 
of the Conſuls might be ſent with a Guard, to con- 
duft him ſafely to them, he being an Aged Perſon, 
and 2without Friends. And lo teartul was he of a 
Diſturbance in the City, that he gave O:ders, 
Druſus his Grand-Son, who was then Priſoner 


at Rome, ſhould be releaſed, it matters requi- 


rel, and be made their Head. Nay, Ships al-' 


lo were preparcd, and ready to put off to what-.. 


ever Legions he ſhould incline to take his Flight, 
and he himſelf all-the while waited on 'an high 
Rock, expecting the Torches to be light up, 
which he had ordered as figns how things went, 
4 it 
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if other Correſpondence ſhould be intercepted. 
Yet, even after this Conſpiracy of Sejanus was 
brought to naught, his Lite proved never the 
more ſecure or ſetled, for all the nine Months 
following, he durſt not venture himſelf out of 
the Town called YVil/a Fovs. | 

66. But beſides all this, the numerous re- 
proaches which were heaped upon him from 


all parts, daily galled and fretted his Mind; 


inſomuch, that all condemned Malefactors, ei- 
ther openly to his Face, or by Libels flung a- 
mong the Senators, accuſed him of the worſt 
of Villanies. Theſe oftentimes variouſly aftect- 
ed him; one while, out of a ſenſe of ſhame, 
he would endeavour to ſtifle them ; other times 
again, he ſcemed to ſlight and contemn them, 
and would be the firſt Man that made them 
publick. But above all, he was moſt ſeverely 
handled in an Epiſtle from Artabanzs King of 
the Parthians, who told him roundly of his Par- 
ricides, and Murders, Supine Negligence, and 
Luxury; and in the end, adviſed him friendly 
to latisfie the violent, but juſt Indignation of the 
People, by ending his wretched Life. 

67. At length, growing hateful even to him- 
{e1f, in the beginning of an Epiſtle to the Se- 
nate, he expreſſes in ſhort the ſum of all his 
Miſeries. Moſt Reverend Fathers, what, or in 
what manner ſhall Twrite to you? or rather, at ſuch 
a time; what ſhall T not write to you? may the 


Gods confound and puniſh me worſe, than I daily 


' find they do, if I know i Some think he foreſaw 


theſe Calamities through his Knowledge in fur 
eure Events ; and that for that very reaſon he 0 
obſtinately refuſed the Titles of Emperor, and 
Father of his Country ; and that the People _ 


TiByzrekius Cxs8ak. 


be ſworn to obſerve the 4&s of his Reign, leſt 
in the end, being found unworthy of ſuch Ho- 
nours, it might redound to his greater Re- 
proach. And indeed ſomewhat like this may 
be gathered from his own Words, in an Orati- 
on upon thoſe very Occaſions ; either when he 
profeſfes, That he was reſolved to continue always 
the ſame Man, and that as long as he was his own 
Man, he would never make the leaſt falſe Step or 
- falter in his Condutt ; however he thought it conve- 
nient, that the Senate ſhould not oblige themſelves 
to the Obſervation of the Atts of one who it was 
poſſible might alter ; at leaſt for avoiding the Conſe- 
quences of ſuch a Precedent. And again; If at 
any time (lays he) you ſhall have reaſon to ſuſpett 
either my Condut, or the ſmcerity of my Afﬀection 
to you, (which rather than it ſhould come to paſs, T 
wiſh I might dye the day before you alter your Opini- 
on of me) the Name of Father then w1ll be no ad- 
dition of Honour to me ; nay, rather a Reproach to 
your ſelves, either on the account of your Raſhneſs in 
conferring the Title at firſt, or Inconſtancy in altering 
your Opinion afterwards. 

68. His Body was of a large ſize and well 
ſet, his Stature higher than ordinary, very 
broad in the Shoulders, and well Cheſted ; the 
reſt of his parts down to his Feet, very propor- 
tionable. His Left Hand was ſtronger and 
nimbler than the Right; his Joynts ſo very 
firm, that he could force an hole through a 
green hard Apple with his Finger. He was of 
a fair Complexion, his Hair hanging ſo low be- 
hind, that his Neck was never to be ſeen, which 
was obſerved to: be peculiar to that Family, Of 
a graceful Look, though he was often troubled 
with little Pimples, and had very large Eyes ; 


and 
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and, what was ſtrange, could ſee in the Dark, 
but not far, and that too upon jult waking, at- 
cerwards they grew dim. He carried his Neck 
very ſtiffy, and a little awry, and appeared for 
the moſt part very reſerved in his Countenance, 
and not too free of his Words. He ſeldom or 
never held any Diſcourſe with his neareſt 
Friends, being ſlow of Speech, and always uſe- 
ing an odd kind of Motion with his Fingers. 
All which,were looked upon by Auguſt: as ſigns 
of Pride and unbecoming, ana he himſelf en- 
deavoured to excuſe them to the Senate and ' 
People, alledging they were natural Imperiedi- 
ons, and not the Effects of -any ill Habie. He 
was of a very Healthful Conſtitution, all the 
while of his Reign ſcarce ever amiſs, though 
from the thirtieth year of his Age, he took 
upon himſelf the Regimen, of his Health, with- 
our any Advice and Afliftance from Phyſi- 
Clans. 

69. He was no great Bigot for Religion and 
the Gods, being a profeſſed Lover of Aſtrology, 
whoſe Principles naturally lead to Fate and ir- 
reſiſtable Necetlity ; yet was he mightily fear- 
tul of Thunder, and in a Storm, would always 
wear a Laurel Crown on his Head, that Tree 
being vulgarly believed to be free from the 
{troak of Thunder. | 

70. He made it his Buſineſs to promote and 
encourage the Liberal Arts of both kinds. In 
his Stile, he imitated Corvinus Meſſalla, whole 


way of {peaking he had retained a Kindneſs for 
from his younger years; bur what out of at- 


tectation, and a peculiar Moroſeneſs, in his 
Delivery he was uſually obſcure, fo that his Ex- 


rempore Talk was better liked of, than when he 
| ſpoke 


TiBtzrIUs Caxasak. 


ſpoke upon Premeditation. He was Author at- 
ſo of a Lyrick Poem under this Title, 4 Com- 
plaint for the Death of Lucius Czfar, and lome 
Greek Verſes he wrote too in imitation of Ex- 
phorion, Rhianus, and Parthenius, for which 
Writers he expreſſed ſo particular an Eſteem, 
that he ordered their Statues to be ſet up, and 
their Writings repoſited among the Ancient 
Authors of beſt repute : And for this very rea- 
ſon many of the Wits and E/prits of that Age 
were forward in ſhewing their well liking of 
them to him. But above all, he was follicitous 
even to the Forfeiture of his Diſcretion, in pre- 
ſerving the old Fabulous Poetical Jargon. For 
the Queſtions he uſually propounded to. the 
Grammarians (which Cattel, as we have alrea- 
dy hinted, he delighted chiefly in) were of 
this kind ; Who was Hecuba's Mother 2 hat 
was Achille's Name, while he lurked among the 
Wenches at the Boarding-School? What Ballad was 
that the Syrens ſang ? And the very firſt day he 
entred the Senate after Auguſtzs's Death 3 as if, 
after the Example of Mzinos, heretofore, at the 
Death of his Son, - he deſigned at once to per- 
form the Offices due to his Father, and the 
Rites of Religion, he offered Incenſe and Ine, 
but omitted the P/ind-Muſick. 

 #I. The Greek Tongue, though he was ſuffi- 
ciently acquainted with it, he uſed not as his 
common Diſcourſe, but forbore it eſpecially in 
the Senate ; infomuch that having occaſion to 
ule the Word Mmopolium there, he did it not 
without asking their Pardon firſt, for introdu- 
Cing a Foreigner within thoſe Walls. And an- 
other time, the Word Emblema being inſerted 
into a Decree, he declared his Opinion, that 
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either that word ought to be changed for one 
of the fame Import of their own, or at leaſt, 
if that could not be, the thing to be expreſſed 
by Circumlocution. A Greek Soldier being to 
witneſs in a Cauſe, he pronounced his Evi- 
dence void, unleſs it were given in the Lat 
Tongue. 

72. The whole time of his Retreat, he en- 
deavoured to return to Rowe but twice ; the 
firſt time he ventured in his Barge up the Rzver 
as far as the Gardens, near which the Mock-ſea- 
Fight is celebrated, but took care to have his 
Guards all along the Banks, to hinder any from 
coming to meet him. Another time, he ap: 
proached within ſeven Miles of the "Town, by 
the Appian way, but contenting himſelf with a 
fight of the Place only, returned. The Rex 
ſons of his firſt Return are uncertain; but the 
latter it ſeems was occaſioned by an extraordi- 
nary Accident. He took great delight in a 
Dragon which was. brought -up tame, and at 
that time calling for it to feed, he found it de- 
voured by a Neſt of Ants, which ſerved as a 
Warning co him to keep out of the Clutches of 
the 1-obile.But making too muck haſte in his Re- 
turn, he was taken amiſs at 4ſura in Campanis ; 
whence, being ſomewhat amended, he remo- 
ved to Circe; ; where, to diſguiſe his Indiſpolitt- 
on and Weakneſs, he was not only preſent at 
their Sport, but himſelf encountred a Boar in 
the Area, and flew him with his Darts ;' but 
overheating himſelf in the Exerciſe, and ta- 
king cold upon it, he was ſtruck with a Pleurr 
fie, and relapſed into a worſe Condition than 
ever. Yet he bore it out well a great while, 


and during his Journey as far as Miſenum, omit- 
tc 


TizztxIus CEasSax. 
ted nothing of his daily courſe of Lite, not fo 
ſo much as his Entertainments, and other pub- 
lick Delights; and this out of Intemperance 
partly, and partly Diflimulation : For Chari- 
cles his Phyſician, at a publick Feaſt, having 
obtained leave to be abſent for ſome time, and 
taking up his hand with a deſign to kiſs it be- 
fore he went, he ſuſpected it a Delign to feel 
his Pulſe, and ordered him to ſit down again, 


and lengthened out the Entertainment. Nay, - 


after it was over, he continued his old Cuſtom, 
ſtanding in the middle of the Room with an 
Officer by him, and taking leave of them Man 
by Man when they departed. 

73. Afﬀer this, reading in the Journal of the 
Senate, that ſome Perſons were diſmiſſed with- 
out being tryed, becauſe he had ſignified only, 
that there had been Informations againſt them 
without ſpecitying their particular Crimes ; he 
took this tor an inſupportable Contempt, and 
reſolved one way or other for Capree again ; 
not daring to ſtir in the Bulinels cill he was 
where he might do ir ſafely. But being hin- 
dred by the continual ſtormy Weather, and his 
Ditftemper continually growing upon him, in 
ſome time he breathed his laſt the 16th. of 
March, at ths Country Houſe of Lauculls, in 
the 75th. year of his Life, Cs. Acerronizs Procu- 
Ins, and C. Pontizs Niger being then Corſuls. 
Some think that Caizs gave him a Poiſon that 
wrought upon him by flow degrees ; others, 
that they would give him no Meat, though his 
Fever were quite gone off from him; and 
lome, that he was ſtifled with a Pillow, having 
1nguired for a Ring that was taken off his-Fin- 
ger in a Swoon, after - he recoyeret out of ir. 
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Seneca delivers, that finding his time but ſhort, he 
took off his Ring with a ſhew as if be deſigned to 
beftow it on ſome body ; after that, again put it on 
bis Finger, and graſping his left hand cloſe, lay for 
ſome time without any Senſe or Motion ; then on 
the ſudden reccvering bimſelf, called for his Atten- 
dants, but none appearing, roje cut of his Bed, and 
bis Spirits failing him, died on the Place. 

74. The laſt Bicth-day he ever kept, having 


' Jetched a Statue of Apollo Teminites from Syra- 


cuſe, with a Deſign to place it in the Library of 
the New Temple, he ſaw ths God in a Dream, 


\ who told him, He could not be dedicated by him. 


And a tew days before his Death, the Watch 
tower of Caprez was thrown down by an 
Earth-quake. And at Miſenum, tne Coals 
which were brought to air his Chamber, after 
they had been extinguiſhed and cold for ſome 
eume, 1n the Evening burſt out again into a Fire, 
and continued burning till late at night. 
75. S9 trani{ported were all People with the 
News of his Death, that from the very firſt no- 
rice of it they gathered in Companies in the 
open Street; ſome crying out, To the Tiber with 


- Tiberius; others making ic their Prayer to the 


Mother of the Gods, and the Infernal Manes, that 
he might be allowed no place but among the Wicked ; 
and tome were tor dragging his Body with the 
Hooks, and throwing it down the Gemoniz, be- 
ing provoked not only by his former Barbari 
ties, but an Inſtance then freſh in their Memo- 
ries, which take as follows : It had paſled into 
a Decree of Serate, that no Perſon condemn'd 
ſhould ſuffer within Ten days after he had re- 
ceived Condemnation ; now ſo it happened, 


that the very day they heard the News of 7ibe- 


LS 
FINS S 


Tizrxius CxsaAR, 


rics's Death, was Execution day with ſome Per- 
ſons, they Petitioned hard for a Reprieve ; but 
becauſe Caizs was abſent, there was no body to 
whom Applications might be made for them : 
ſo the Keepers, in whoſe Cuſtody they were, 
that they might” appear punctual in obſerving 
the Decree, ſtrangled them privately, and 
threw their Bodies down the Gemoniz. This 
Accident exaſperated the People againſt him, 
as if Death could not put a Period to his Cruel- 
ty. When his Body was to be removed from 
Miſenum, they cryed out all together, That 
Atella 2vas the propereſt place to have him to, to be 
balf burnt there in the Theatre ; yet the Soldiers 
brought him to Rome, where he was burnt with 
the uſual Solemnities. 

76. About two years before he died, he made 
two Wills, one under his own Hand, and the 
other by his Free-man, both to the ſameeſte, 
witneſſed by ſome of inferior Condition. - By 
this Will he left his Eſtate equally between Caizs 
his Grandſon by Germanicus, and Tiberius by 
Druſus, with proviſo, that if either failed, then 
the other ſhould inherit the whole. He gave 
Legacies alſo to moſt, as the Veſtals, the Sol- 
diers, and the Commons, to every Man; but 
to the Governours of every Ward extraordi- 
nary. ; 
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C. CAZSAR CALIGULA. 


| Done into Engliſh by M. E. Gent. 


———T 


ERMANICUS the Father of Caj- 
5 Ceſar, and the Son of Druſzs 
by Aztonia, the ſecond Daughter 
of Oftavia (who was Auguſtus's 

Siſter) after his Adoption by his Uncle 7iberizs, 

though he wanted five years of the qualification 

of Age requir'd by the Laws, immediately en- 
joy'd the Office of Quzſtor, and in ſome time 
after, the Honour of the Conlulate. When 


the News of Auguſtnss Death came to the Ar- 


my which he commanded in Germany, all the 
Legions with great obſtinacy rejecting Tiberims, 
unanimouſly offered him the Government of 
the Empire ; but with as much reſolution and 
generoſity of Mind, as dutiful reſpe& to his 
Father, he ſtopp'd the Mutiny of the Soldiers, 
and preſently after, defeated the Enemy and 
triumphed. Afﬀeer this, being the ſecond time 


| | created Conſul, but not acting in that Station, 


he was ſent away like one banilh'd, to ſettle 
the Aﬀairs of the Eaſt; and having there ſub- 
W'd che King of Armenia, and made Cappade- 
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The LIFE of 


cia a Roman Province, he decay'd at Antioch 
with a flow Diſeaſe, and dy'd in the Thirty 
fourth year of his Age. Several concurrent In- 
dications occaſion'd a ſuſpicion of Poyſon ; for 
beſides the livid Spots which appear'd upon his 
Body, and an unuſual Froth flowing at his 
Mouth, atter he was conſum'd to Aſhes at the 
Solemnization of his Funeral, his Heart was 
found untouch'd amongſt the Bones, and the 
nature of that, they fay, is ſuch, that if ting'd 
with Poyſon, it caw't be deſtroy'd with Fire. 
2. His Death was univerſally imputed to the 
ſecret Contrivance of Tiberius, and the inſtry 
mental Affiſtance of C». P;ſo, who being about 
that time advanc'd to the Government of Syria, 
openly declar'd that he thought himſelf under 
a neceflity of diſobliging either the Father or 
the Son; for which reaſon, he ſo far exceeded 
the Meaſures of common Humanity, that he 
abuſed Germanicus even in his Sicknels, to fo 
high a degree, with contumelious Language; 
and acted againſt him with ſo much barbarous 
Cruelty, that at his return to Rowe, he narrow 
ly eſcap*d the Fury of the People, and wascor 
dem'd to Death by the Senate. 
2. He excelFd certainty the reſt of Mankind | 
An all the Accompliſhments of Mind and Per 
fe&tions of Body ; his Shape was curious, Þ 
Strength and Courage great ; he was Mater ol 
all the Roman and Grecian Eloquence, .and hs 
Parts were refin'd with the Learning of both 
Tongues ; he had a ſweetneſs of Temper, al 
moſt peculiar to himſelf; his Humour was & 
treamly pleaſing, and he had a moſt wonder 
ful way of winning the Hearts, and prevailing 


over the Afﬀections of all he converlied _ ' 
t 


CarigGuta Caxsar. 


che ſlenderneſs of his Legs indeed did not alto- 
gether anſwer the finenels of his Make in other 
reſpets, but they too in time were filled up, 
and became proportionable, by a conſtancy of 
Riding after Meals. He oftentimes perſonally 
encountred the Enemy; he did not diſdain to 
plead in the Courts of Judicature, though he 
had triumph'd; and amongſt ſeveral other 
Teſtimonies of his Wit, he left behind him 
ſome Greek Comedies. He every where be- 
haved himſelf with great Civility and Conde- 
{cenſion. To ſuch Towns as were free or con- 
federate, he went without his Lictors. If he 
underſtood that any famous Man was buried 
near the Place where he happened to come, he 
flacrific'd and ſolemniz'd his Memory. He laid 
all together in one Tomb, the ſcatter'd Reliques 
of thoſe that were kill'd in the great Slaughter 
of Yarus's Legions, and was the firſt that be- 
gan to colled& them, and to carry them to the 
Place with his own hands. He was of ſo mild 
a Diſpoſition, and could ſo eaſily forgive the 


.Slanders of his greateſt Enemies, that though 


12;/o invalidated his Decrees, and moleſted ſuch 


a5 were under his Protection, yet he never re- 
| ſented any thing, till he perceiv'd his Malice 


w.2s :1rrived to that heighth, that he endea- 
vour\d his Deſtruction by Magical Charms and 
Execr.ations ; and even then he only diſclaim'd 
his Fri endſhip, according to the Cuſtom, and 
laid u;pon his Servants an Injunction of Re- 
venge, if any extraordinary Dilaſter ſhould be- 
tal him . 

4. H'e enjoy'd the great advantage of ſo ma- 
ny excc :llent Qualities ; for he was ſo much ad- 
mr'd, and entirely beloy'd by his In 

that 
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that Auguſtus (not to mention any others) after 
he had been in ſuſpence for a conſiderable time, 
whether he ſhould make him his next and im- 
mediate Succeſſor, at laſt recommended him to 
the Adoption of Tiberius. He was ſo much the 
darling of the People, that at his going into a- 
ny Place, or leaving it, his Life was often en- 
danger'd by the officious prefling of the Mul- 
titude ; bur at his return, after he had appeas'd 
the Sedition of the Soldiers in Germany, they 
gave a more remarkable Inſtance of their Love; 
tor not only all the Pretorian Bands march'd | 
out, though but two had receiv'd ſuch Orders, | 
but the People of Rome, of whatſoever Age, 

Sex, or Quality, as it were flow'd out like a 

Stream, and met him at the diſtance of twenty 

miles from the City. 

5. But beſides all this, both at the time of 
his Death, and afterwards, the People gave 
more evident demonſtrations of their Aﬀection 
co him. When they heard of his Death, they 
caſt Stones at the Images of their Deities, and 
puld down their Altars; many threw away: 
their peculiar Houſhold Gods, and expos'd their 
Infants : moreover, *tis reported that ſome bar: 
barous People which were then engag'd in Wars | 
amongſt themſelves, nay, with us too, agre:d | 
upon a Ceſlation of Arms, as if it had been 
fome common Calamity which each particular 
Nation was oblig'd tolament ; divers petty Pri 
ces Cut their Beards,and commanded their Ladies 
to ſhave their Heads, both which were ex:prefir 
ons of extream Sorrow ; nay,even the gre:t Par- 
zhian King is ſaid to have left off his Hiinting, 
and not to have feaſted with his Nobles, whict 
he never omitted but in ſuch diſturbed ti = 4 
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CarrcGcura CxSAR. 
which, the Adminiſtracion of Juſtice likewite 


. 6. At Rome, when they firſt heard the News 
of his Sickneſs, and the whole City in great Con- 
ſternation and much Grief, waited {till tor freſh 
Intelligence, though the News came not from 
any good Hands; yet when his Recovery 
was rumour'd, towards the Evening, they ran 
from all Parts with Torches and Sacrifices to 
the Capitol, and were {o impatient, that they 
were ready to force the Doors, Ielt any thing 
ſhould hinder them from finiſhing the Vows 
which they had made tor his Health. Tiberizes 
was diſturb'd in the Nighc with the Noiſe of 
their Congratulations, while they went abour all 
the Streets of the City, repeating this Verie;; 
Rome's ſafe, our Conntries ſafe, Germanicus 2x 
ſafe. But when it was told them he was cer- 
tainly dead, the general Sorrow ot the People 
could neither 2 diverted or allay'd, or fyr- 
bidden by th: Emperors Edict, but laff.., Ju- 
ring all the Feit:va:s of December. Tc Severity 


alſo of the ſucceedinz "Citrus added much to the 


Reputation of th2 Geceas'd, and heightned the 
deſire of him in the P2ople ; for many tliought 
(and 'indeed with go04 reaſon) that he awd 
Tiberius, and reiirain'd that Cruelty which at- 
terwards broke out. 

7. He married 4grippine, the Davghter of A. 
Agrippa and Fulia,and had by her nine Children ; 
two dy'd in their Intancy, and another was 
Inatch'd away as he was jult arriv'd ar the years 
of puerility, which was a Child of fo much charm- 
ing ſweetneſs, that his Effigies was drets'd up in 
the Habit of Cupid, and fer up by Zivia in the 
Temple of Ven: Capitolina ; and Auzuii:s der 
Mr R bghted 
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lighted in him ſo extreamly,that he plac'd his lit- 


it when he went in. The reſt, which wers 


* Now Ca- 
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tle Statue in his Bed-chamber, and always kiſs'd 


three Daughters, Agrippina, Drufila and Livil- 
la, born ſucceflively in three years; and three 
Sons, Nero, Druſus and CaiusCeſar, {urviv'd their 
Father. Nero and Druſus, at the Accuſation of 
Tiberius,were branded by the Senate as Enemiesto 
the Republique ; Caizs ſucceeded in the Empire. 

s. Cains Ceſar was born upon the laſt day 
of Auguſt, in the Conſulſhip of his Father, and 
C. Fonteius Capits, The variety of Accounts 
makes the Place of his Nativity uncertain. Cy, 
Lentulus Getulicus tells us, he was born at T:bur; 
Pliny, in the Country of Treves at * Ambiatinum 
near Confluents; and the reaſon he gives ior 
his Opinion, is, that Altars were to be ſeen 
there with this Inſcription ; Fir the ſafe Delr 
very of Agrippina. The Diftich which was 
commonly repeated after he was Emperor, 
makes it ſeem probable that he was born in 
ſome place where his Fathers Army was it 
Winter Quarters ; 


He that was born in Tents, aud bred in War, 
Was ſure by Fate deſign'd for Emperor. 


But for my part, ' I find by the Records that he 
was born at Antium. Pliny confutes Getulicw, 


and ſays, he intended only to flatter the ambitr | 


ous young Prince, by making a Town which | 
was ſacred to Hercules to be the Place of hs 
Birth, that ſo from thence he might rails a 
Theme for Panegyrick and Applauſe ; and ac 
cules him for ſtretching and improving ÞÞ 
Forgery with that Impudence as he does, gone 

gas. 
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| gard Germanicus had had another Son born at- 


moſt a year before, who was allo call'd by the 
Name of C. Cz{ar, of whoſe Amiable. Infancy 
and Death we have already ſpoken. But as 


for Pliny the very Computation of Chronolo- 


gy is ſufficient to evict him of untruth ; for 
that they who have deliver'd to Poſterity the 
Acts of Auguſtas, all agree that Germanicus was 
ſent into Gallia ſo ſoon as his Conſulſhip was 
expir'd, at what time Caizs was already born. 
Nor will the Inſcription upon the Altar any 
thing conduce to fortifie P/;ny's Opinion, in re- 
gard that Agrippins had been brought to Bed of 
two Daughters in that Country ; and that the 
word Puerperium may be apply'd to any of her 
Lyings-in, without any diſtin&tion of Sex ; it 
being the Cuſtom of the Ancients to call little 
Girls Pwzere, as they did little Boys Pzxell;. 
There is alſo extant an Epiſtle written by Au- 
guſtus to his Grand-daughter Agrippina, concern- 
ing this Caius (for at that time there was no 
other Infant ſurviving of that Name) 2zfer- 
day I gave order that Talarius and Aſellius ſhould 
bring . hither the little Caius, if the Gods ſo pleas d, 
upon the Seventeenth of May. I ſend to attend 
him alſo a Phyſician, one of my own Servants, 
whom 1 have written to Germanicus, that he may 
keep with him, if he thinks it convenient. Fare- 
wel, my dear Agrippina, and make much of thy 
ſelf, that thou maiſt be in health when thou meeteſt 
tby Germanicus. Hence I am apt to believe, 
that it is ſufficiently apparent, that Cams could 
not be born in a Country, whicher he was not 
carry'd from the City, before he was almoſt two 
years old. The ſame Evidences likewiſe en- 


ervate the Credit of thoſe little Verſes, ſo much - 
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the rather becauſe their Author was never 
known. And therefore we are only to be 
guided by the Authority of the Regiſters and 
publick Inſtruments ; more eſpecially ſince we 
* Now An find that Caius preferr'd * Antium before all his 
w gin other Houſes of Pleaſure and private Retire- 
merly the MEnts; and always had a kindneſs for it as the 
chief City Place of his Nativity ; inſfomuch . that he 1s re- 
of the ported to have detign'd the "Tranſlating the 
Volſci, and Seat of the Empire thither, as being quite wea- 
funm fir ry. of Rome 
the Temple y i | , , 
of For- 9. The Sirname of Caligula was given him 
rune, by way of Merriment in the Camp, where 
he was train'd up in the habit of a Common 
Soldier. Which Conſuetude and Familiarity 
of Education, how much it had won upon 
their Atte&tion and Favour, was apparent by 
this, that when after the Deacrh of Augustus, 
they were all in a raging Mutiny, and 
with. headlong fury running into Confuſion 
and Slaughter, the only ſight of his Perſon 
calm'd their Madncis. Nor would they then 
be pacitrd neither, till they underſtood that he 
was prevail d with to retire from the danger 
of the Tumult, anc to be fent away to the next 
City. But then repenting of what they had 
done, they iſtopp'd the Chariot, and humbly 
befought him that they might not feel the 
Effects of his deſerv'd Diſpleaiure for the raft 
neſs of their Folly. 
io. He accompany'd his Father in his Ex- 
petition into £5749, Thence returning, he re- 
mair'd at firſt with his Mother ; but ſhe be- 
ing banith'd, bis next Reſidence was with his 
Great Grand-Mother Livis Augnſ?a, Who dy- 
12g not long after, he Ipoke her Funcral Oratr 
on 


» WE % PF G—_—_—_ v0 4; 
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on before the Rofra, tho then but a Youth, in his * Which 
* Gown fac'd with Purple Silk. After that he went = - 9 24 
to his Grand-Mother Artonia, and from her be- j.y pre. 
ing ſent for to Caprez by Tiberizs, in one and the rextara, all 
ſame day he put on his Gown of Manhood, and the Chil- 
ſhav*d his Beard. But without that State and On of the 
. o . Oman 

Ceremony which was us'd when his Brothers aj;1;ry 
were admitted into the fame Condition. Here, wore at 
though all the Craft and 'Treachery was us'q that time, 
by Tiberiuss Agents to provoke and exaſperate 

him againſt the Emperor, to the end they might 

lay hold of his Words, they never could pick 

the leaſt hole in his Coat. He ſeem'd to have 

forgot the Misfortunes of his Family,as if nothing 

had befallen him ; and for his own Sufferings, he 

paſſed them by with anIncredible diflimulation ; 
behaving himieclf wich ſo much duty and re- 

ſpec to his Grand-Father and thoſe that were 

about him, that it was not undeſervecly laid of 

him, Never as a better Servant, nor a worſe 

Maſter. 

I 1. Nevertheleſs he could not refrain from 
diſcovering fome Symptoms of a Cruel and 
Wicked Diſpoſition ;- which made him take de- 
light to behold the Puniſhments and Executi- 
ons of Offenders. The Nights he alſo ſpent in 
haunting. Brochel-Houſes, and meeting upon 
Adulterous Affignations, diſguis'd in a Perriwig 
and a long Gown 3 beſides that he was moſt 
paſſionately addicted ro Dancing, Singing, and 
all the Allurements of the Stage. All which 
Tiberizrs willingly conniv'd at, in hopes the Sa- 
vagenels of his Nature might be tam'd and ſoft- 

[ned by thoſe more Effteminate and charming Ex- 
erciſes. For the Perſpicacious Old Man had div'd 
io far into his Evil Inclinations, that he would 
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oft times ſay by way of Prediction, That Caius + 
liv'd to his own and the Ruin of all Mankind, and 
that he bred up a Water Serpent to ſuck the Blood 
of the Romans, and a Phaeton ro ſet all the 

World on Fire. | 
12. Not long after he took to Wife Funia 
Clandilla the Daughter of AM. Silanus, a Perſon 
of Illuſtrious Nobility. And then being de- 
fignd Augur in the Place of his Brother Dru- 
fas, before he was inaugurated and came to be 
admitted into the Colledge, he was advanc'd 
to the Pontificate, with ſignal Teſtimonies of 
his Piety and good Nature. And then it was, 
that finding the Imperial Family lay'd waſte 
and deſolate, as having no ſupport of Male 
Hue bur himſelf, Sejanzs being already ſuſpec- 
ed, and ſoon after cut off, he began to conceive 
ſome hopes of the Succeflion. Which that he 
might the more corroborate, having loſt his 
Wite Fania in Child-bed, he courted to his 
Adultrous Embraces Ennis Newia, the Wite of 
Macro, Captain of the Pretorian Cohorts, pro- 
miſing her Marriage it he obtaird the Empire; 
which Promiſe he confirm'd by Oath, and by 
a Contract alſo under his Hand and Seal. By 
means of this Ambitious Woman having inſinu- 
ated himſelf into Macro's Afﬀection, he at- 
tempted, as ſome believe, to remove Tzberiws 
by Poyſon ; and as he lay gaſping com- 
manded his Ring to be taken off his Fin- 
ger. But then perceiving the Emperor unwil 
ling to let ir go, and making a kind of a faint 
reſiſtance, he order'd the Pillow to be drawn 
from under his Head, and clapping it to his 
Mouth, held ic down with his own Hands, till he 
was quite dead. At what time one of Tie 
r11'S 
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- rics's Enfranchiz'd Bondmen crying out at the 


ſight of ſuch a horrid Act, he was immediately 
hang'd up out of the way. Nor is it any way:- 
improbable, in regard there are ſome who. poſi- 
tively affirm, that he himſelf did afterwards 
make an open Confeflion of a Parricide, if not 
compleated, yet formerly by him deſign'd: 
For he was wont to make his daily brags, a- 
mong the reſt of his Acts of Piety by him at 
the ſame time Commemorated, That to Revenge 
the Murder of his Mother and bis Brothers, he en- 
ter'd Tiberius's Bed-Chamber, as he lay faſt aſleep, 
with a Dagger in his Hand ; but that mov'd with 
Compaſſion, he ſheath'd the Weapon, and retir'd: 


and that Tiberius, though he were ſenſible 


of it, neither durſt make any enquiry after him, 
or endeavour a Revenge. 

13. Thus he obtain'd the Empire, to the 
wiſh of the People of Rome, or as I may ra- 
ther ſay, of all Mankind ; a Prince deſir'd by 
all the Provincials and Soldiers, the moſt 
of which had known him from his Infan- 
Cy ; but more eſpecially dear to the Common 
People and Citizens of Rome, out of the Af- 
ſection which they bore to the Memory of 
Germanicus his Father, and their Compaſſion 
upon his diſtrefled and almoſt extinguiſh'd Fa- 
mily. Therefore upon his Removal from M- 
ſenum, though he were in Mourning and attend- 
ing upon the Corps of Tiberizs, yet he rode in 


the midſt of the Altars, Victims, and Flam- 


ing Torches, ſurrounded with an Infinite 
and Joyful Throng of thoſe that came 
to meet him; beſides the Lucky Appella- 
tions of Father, Prince, Pious, Happy, 


Great, &c. calling him alfo their Star, their 
4 Chicken, 
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Chicken, their Darling, and their Foster 

Child. | 
14. And when he enter'd the City, imme- 
diately by the conſent of the Senate, and the 
Crowd that broke into the Senate-houſe, the 
Will of 7zberize was made void, by which the 
Peceaſed Emperor had leit him only Coheir 
with anocher of his Grand-children, who had 
not yet left off his Habit of a Youth; and the 
abjolute Soveraignty and Management of all 
Aﬀairs was deliver'd up entire into his Hands, 
with fuch a Univerfal and publick Joy, that 
within the three next enſuing Months, or hard- 
Iy fo much, there was no leis than a Hundred 
and fixty thouſand Vidtims reported to have 
been ſliin. And whereas within a few days at- 
ter he ci] orer into the lands bordering 
upon the Loalt of Campania, Vows were made 
for his late return ; nor any one omitting the 
leaſt occaljon to teſtifie rheir tender and 1olli- 
citous care of his-welfare. But when he hap- 
pen'd to fall fick, while the People fate up all 
nighe long in heaps about the Palace, ſome 
* Out of an profter'd to vencure their Lives in ſingle * Com- 
ancent C- Hit for his Recovery, and others devoted them: 
7s of ſelves to dexth upon the ſame account, poſting 
the Prince 83 Bills of thetr Reſolutions in the Streets, to 
might be by taken notice of And this Immenſe At- 


ſavd by fection of the Citizens was accompany'd alſo 


"19074 . with a ſignal Reſpet and Veneration of Fo- 
any mer - oP L ; 

ws by reign Princes. For Artabanus, King of the 

Parthicns, who both hated and contemn'd 

Tiberizs, ought his Alliance and Friendſhip 

of liis own accord, and condeſcending to a 

Perſonal Conference with the Conſular Le- 

2 J 

Z4te, after he had crols'd Euphratcs, _— 
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the Roman Eagles and the Statues of the 
Caeſars. | 

15. He himſelf alſo inflam'd the Aﬀection of 
the People by all manner of Popular Infinua- 
tions. He ſpoke Tiberizs's Funeral Oration 
with Tears in his Eyes, before the whole Al- 
ſembly, and Enterr'd him wich molt Manitt- 
cent Pomp. He alſo halten'd witch ail che 


ſpeed imaginable to the Iſlands of * Par: 2712 * Now Seo, 
and + Pontia, to remove the, Aſhes of his Mo- Maria. 
ther and Brother, in a Stormy and tempeltuous p 


Seaſon, to the end his Piety might ſeem che 
more Conſpicuous ; and making his approach- 
es to their Sepulchers with a more than com- 
mon Veneration, put the Aſhes into their Urns 
with his own hands. With no leſs gay Forma- 
licy and outward diſguiſe of filial and Brother- 
ly Aﬀection, having brought them firſt to Oft:a, 
and then to Rowe, with a Banner waving in the 
Poop of his Gally, he carry'd them through a 
Lane on both ſides of the Equeſtrian Order, 
and at Noon-day in the view ot all the Peo- 
ple, put them into the Mauſoleum. Moreover 
he appointed certain folemn Sacrifices to be 
publickly and annually ofter'd to their Ghoſts 
by way of Attonement ; and more than thar, 

2 infſtitured Circenſian Games in Honour of 
his Mothers Memory, and order'd a Chariot 
tor her Statue to be carry'd in Pomp. And 
that he might not ſeem to be unmindful of his 
Father, in Commemoration of him, he calFd 
the Month of September Germanicus. Aiter all 
this, upon his Grand-mother Antonia, by one 
lingly Decree of the Senate, he heap'd at once, 
all the Honours that ever Livia Augs/ta had re- 
caiv'd in all her Life time. Claudizs his Uncle 
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by the Fathers ſide, he made his Colleague in 
the Conſulſhip, who till that time was no more 

than only a Gentleman of Rome. His Brother 
Tiberins he Adopted upon the day that he af: 
ſum*d the Virile Gown, and call'd him Prince 
of the Youth. In reference to his Siſters he Or- 
dain'd, that theſe Words ſhould be addetd to all 
the Oaths taken by the Soldiers, NETTHER 
DO I ESTEEM MY SELF NOR MY 

CHILDREN MORE DEARLY THAN 
CAIUS AND HIS SISTERS. Alfo that the | 
Conſuls ſhould inſert theſe Words in all their | 
Publick Ads and Reports, WISHING ALL 
HAPPINESS TO C. Ce-#S4R AND HB 
SISTERS. With the ſame Popularity he ſet 
forth a General Pardon for all that were Corn- 
demn'd and Baniſh'd ; and forgave all pat 
Oifences and Crimes, whatever remain'd un- 
puniſh'd. All Records, Regiſters and Infor- 
mations fil'd up in Court againſt his Mother 
and his Brothers, to rid the Accuſers and 
Witneſſes from all future fears, he caus'd tobe 
carry'd into the Market-place and there pub- 
lickly burnt, after he had cali'd che Gods to 
Witneſs that he never read or ſo much a. 
touch'd any one of them. Nor would he 
youchſafe reading of a little Book which was 
Preſented him, containing certain Expedients 
for the better preſervation of himſelf, alledg- 


*ing for his Reaſon, That he had not done any 
thing to deſerve the Hatred of any Man, and d& 
ny'd that his Ears were open to the Informatr 


ons of Accuſers: | 
16. The Spintrie, or Inventreſſes of Motr - | 
ſtrous C9itiens, after he had been with great 
ſeeming difficulty prevaiPd with, not to o__ 
| them 
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them into the Sea ty'd up in Sacks, he expell'd 


the City. He order'd the Writings 
of Titus Labienus, * Cordus Cremutins, 
and Caſlſins Severus, which had been 
ſuppreſt by Decree of Senate, 
to be Republiſh'd for every one 
to read ; affirming that it was for 
his Intereſt to have the Actions of 
Great People, be they what they 
would , tranſmitted to Poſterity. 
The Method and Model of the 
Empire, ſet forth by Auguſtus, but 
ſtif'd by Tiberizs, he order'd to be 
made publick. To the Magiſtrates 


* Cremutius had wrote 
a Bok of Annals, 
wherein he had applaud- 
ed Brurus and Caſſius, 
much like Killing no 
Murder 7n our Times : 
Severus was one that 
made it his Buſineſs to 
Lampoon the Nobility, 
both Men and Women 3 
and *tis probable that 
the Writings of Labie- 
nus were much of the 
ſame Nature. 


alſo he granted free and Abſolute Juriſdiction, 
without reſerving any Appeal to himſelf. He 
took a Review of the Roman Knights with 
oreat Severity and Curiofity, yet not without 
Moderation, taking away their Horſes in the 
ſight of all che People, where he found any of 
them notoriouſly Scandalous or Infamous ; but 
as for thoſe that were guilty of ſmall Offences, 
he only paſs'd over their Names in reciting the 
Liſt. And to eaſe the Judges overlaid with 


| Multiplicity of Buſineſs, to the 


Four which Augu//us had enlarg'd, 
he had added a Fifth f Decurze. He 
alſo attempted to have renew'd the 
Ancient Cuftom at the Aſſemblies 
ior the Ele&tion of Magiſtrates, by 
reſtoring to the People their former 
ireedom of Suffrage. The Legacies 
left by Tiberizs in his laſt Will and 
Teſtament, though ic were cancelFd, 
as alſo thoſe bequeath'd by Livia 
Auguſta, which Tiberivns had fſup- 


T The Decuriz were 4 
certain Number of 
Fuages divided into ſe- 
veral Compames or De- 
curies 3 of which there 
were but three at firſt, 
Auguſtus added a 4th. 
and Caligula 4 Fifth. 
Theſe Judges upon any 
Citation from the Pre- 
tors were to grue their 
Aſſiſtance in the Court- 
pop the Day by the Pre- 
tors appointed, 


prelſs'd 
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preſs'd, he caus'd 'to be faithfully and without 

the leaſt murmuring diſcharg'd. He alfo re- 

mitted the Impoſition of the hundredech Penny 

upon all Auctions and Sales throughout 1rah. 

He made good to ſzveral the Loſles which they 

had ſuſtair'd by Fire. And if he reſtor'd to a- 

ny Princes their Kingdoms, he alſo repaid 

them the Tributes and Profits of their Reve- 

nues, which had bcen receiv'd during the time 

of their Diticizure;z as he did in particular to 

Hntiochns King of Comagene;, to, whom. he 

return'd a Confiſcation of a Hundred thou: 

and Crowns. And to the end there might not 

be any good Example of which he would not 

be the Favourer and Encourager, he gave to a 

Woiman that had been once a Servant, Two 

thoutfand Crowns, becauſe that after all the 

Torments which they put her to, ſhe. would 

not diſcover any thing of the Crime which her 

Maſter had committed. For which Reaſons, 

among other Honours, a Statue of Gold was 

decreed him, bearing a Buckler of the ſame 

Metal, which the Colleges of the Prieſts were 

alfo order'd every year to carry to the Capital, 

attended by the whole Senate in Proceflion, 

and the Childern of the Nobility ſinging Ver- 

ſes, all the way, compos'd in' Mulick to his 

Praifes. Farther allo ic was Decreed, that the 

Day upon which he began his Empire, ſhould 

* which Þ2 call'd * Pal:{ia, as it the City had then 7c- 

were the fouriſh'd, when he came to the Imperial 
Feaſts of Throne. | 

CG uf :7- He was four times Conſul ; the firlt time 

the Spring, £170 Months, from the firſt of 7aly ; the {econd 

time, Thirty days from the Firſt of Fanuary ; the 

third time to the Zdes of Fanuary,andthe fourth - 

the 


= =_ _  » & 


Carractita Claskn 


che Seventh day after the Ides of the ſame Montl;. 
OF all which, he joyn'd the two laſt ſuccel: 
tively together ; but the third he enter*d upon 
at Lyons without any Colleague ; not out of a- 
ny Pride or Careleſneſs, but becauſe at ſuch a 
diſtance he could not have timely Intelligence 
of the Death of his Colleague, who dy*d upon 


the very day of the Calends. He twice diſtri- 
buted a Largeſs to the People of three hundred 


Sefterces a Man; and as many times Magnifti- 
cently feaſted the Senate and the Equeſtrian Or- 
der, with their Wives and Children : at the 
end of the latter of which Entertainments, to 
the Men he preſented every one a Garment,fuch 
as they wore in the Forum; and to the Women 
and Children Purple and Scarlet Favours. 

18. He added alſo one Day to the Sarurnal;- 
an Holy-days, and call'd it Favenals. He alſo 
exhibited, for the Recreation of the People, 
ſeveral Gladiatory Combats, partly in the 
Amphitheater erected by Statilins Tamurrs . 
partly within the Raiis belonging to the Field 
of Mars; among which he intermix*d whole 
Crowds of African and Campanian Wreſtlers, 
the choiceſt he could cull out of both thoſe 
Regions. Nor would he always preſide himſelf 
at thoſe Shews, but gave that Honour ſome- 
times to the Magiſtrates, and ſomerimes to his 
familiar Favourites. As for Comedies and Far- 
ces he had them frequently Acted, of various 
ſorts, and at various Hours ; and ſometimes in 
the Night time, by the Light of Torches fla- 
ming all over the City. And at theſe gaudy 
Shews he caus'd to be ffung about among the 
People ſeveral ſorts of Silver Toys and Medals, 
and ſent little Wicker Baskets of dry'd Meats 
£0 
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to be diſtributed "Man by Man among the 
Spectators; and one time above the reſt, obſer- 
ving a Roman Knight that fate over againſt him 
to feed more heartily and with a better Sto- 
mach than the reſt, he ſent him his own ſhare 
alſo. To a certain Senator likewiſe for the 
ſame Reaſon, he ſent his Codicils, whereby he 
appointed him Prztor before his time. He alfo 
gratif'd them wich ſeveral Circenſian Games 
trom Morning till the Evening, interpoſing 
ſometimes the bayting of Panthers,and ſometimes 
Racing and Tilting after the Trojan manner. 
And fome of theſe Games were ſo Magnificent, 
that to ſet them off, the Circus was painted 
with Vermillion and Green, . and none admit- 
ted to manage the Chariots but Perſons of the 
Senatorian Degree. Sometimes alſo he would 
order theſe Races of a ſudden, at the Requeſt 
of ſome few that were ſtanding- in the Bal- 
conies adjoyning to the Gelotian Palace, where 
he ſtood to behold the Preparations for the 
more ſolemn Games delign'd. 

19. He alſo invented a new and unheard of 
ſort of Spectacle. For having got together a 
great number of Veſſels buile on purpoſe for 
the ſtowing of Merchandize, and chain'd them 
two and two together in the 1pace between 
Baiz, and the Moles of Pauteol;, he made a 
Bridge of Three Miles and ſix hundred Pacces 
in length, and cover'd it with Earth, over 
which he paſſed too and fro, for two days fuc- 
ceflively one after another : The firſt day 


* The An- mounted upon a Horſe Magnificently Caps- 


cient Arms 
of the A- 
mMaZoni- 
ans, 


riſord, himſelf Crown'd with a Garland of 
Oaken Leaves, a * Battel-Ax in one Hand, 4 


round Target in the other, and his Imperial 
Mantlk 


_- MS GW — _—— G— ” "—_— c—_ » ? 
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Mantle of Cloth of Gold thrown over his 
Shoulders : The next day in the Habit of a 


Charioteer, in a little Chariot drawn 


. by two Courſers * remarkable for 


their Names; a young Youth whoſe 
Name was Darius, one of the Par- 
thian Hoſtages ſitting before him, 
and attended by a Band of the Pre- 
toriay Guards, and ſeveral of his 


* Such were Adraſt- 
us's Arion, and Ca- 
ſtor's Cyllanus, and in 
our time Scrawberry 
and Tregonnel. For 
that muſt be the mean- 
ing of Equi Famoſt. 


Friends in their gay Calaſhes. I 

know very well that many People believed 
that this Bridge was invented by Cazzz, out of an 
Emulation of Zerxes, who to the admiration of 
the World, had layd a Floor of Planks over 
the Helleſpont, which was not much narrower 
than this Paſlage : Others that it was to terrifie 
Germany and Brittain, upon which he was 
then deſigning a War, by the report of ſome 
Prodigious Undertaking. But TI have heard my. 
Grand-Father ſay, when I was a Boy, that the 
Reaſon of this Enterprize, which was afterwards 
diſcover'd by ſome of his Intimate Courrtiers, 
proceeded from an Expreſſion of 7hraſyllus the 
Mathematician, who when Tzyberins was at 4 


| ftand whom to make his Heir, but more in- 


clin'd to his true Grand-child, afftirm'd, That :t 
was as impoſſible for Caius to be Emperor, as for 
him to ride a Horſeback over the Bay of Baiz. 

20. In his Travels alſo through the Provinces 
he preſented the People with ſeveral Shews. In 
Sicily, at Syracuſe with Athenian Interludes; in 
Gallia, at Lyons, with Playes that were neither 
Tragedies nor Comedies, but Miſcellany Far- 


Ces. But what was more remarkable then all 


this, he order'd a Conteſt for Superiority, be- 
tween the moſt excellent Orators of the _ 
| anc 
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and Latin Tongues; in which Contention it is 
reported that the Vanquiſh'd were to give the 
Prizes to the Vidors at their own charge, and 
were conſtrain'd to make other Orations in 
the particular Praiſes of them that had the bet- 
ter. On the other ſide, they who were hils'd, 
and utterly diflik'd, were condemn'd to obli- 
terate their Writings either with a Spunge or 
with their Tongues, unleſs they rather choſe to 
be Corrected with Ferula's, or duckt over 


Head and Ears in the next River. 

21, Thoie Structures which Tiberiz left imper- 
fect, as the iemple of Augnitus, and Pompey's 
Theatre, he quite finiſh'd. He laid the Foun- 
dations of an Aquedutf, in the Road to Tibar, 


* The Septa were Ccer- 
tain Spaces of Ground 
raild in, where the 
eople were wont t9 
ftand when they gave 
their Suffrages. Lepl- 
dus afterwards envi- 
ren'd th” Places on 
every ſid. ith a Por- 
tico, whic'f Agrippa 
after hm adorning v1th 
Statues and Pitiiies, 
call'4 Sepra Julii, in 
Honour of Auguſtus. 


and of an Amphitheatre in a place 
adjoyning to the * Sepra. Of which 
ewo Undertakings, the one was fi- 
niſh*d by Claudius his Succeſſor ; the 
other never meddPd with. The 
Walls of Syracuſe decay'd with age 
he repair'd, together with ſeveral 
Temples of the Gods in that City. 
He had alſo a deſign to have rebuilt 
the Palace of Polycrates at Samos ; tO 
faith the Temple of Didymean Apel- 
lo at Miletiza 1 to have built a City 
upon the top of the 47ps ; but his 


main Proje& was to have made an Ifland of 
the Peloponmeſus, by cutting through the Achaian 
Ii bmus from Sea to Sea. To which purpoſe 
he had fene a Chief Centurion of one of the 
I .cgions to ſurvey the Ground. 

22. Thus far we have made a recital of his 
Actions that lookt ſomewhat Prince hke; what 


toilows is the Story of a Moniter. 


Having af- 
ſum'd 
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ſum'd many Sirnames (for he call'd himſelf 
PIOUS, THE SON OF THE CAMP, 
THE FATHER OF THE ARMIES, AND 
BEST AND GRFATEST CESAR.) Hear- 
ing certain Kings, who were come to the Ci- 


ty to pay him their Devoires, whom he had. 


invited to Supper, in a great Diſpute among 
themſelves about the Antiquity and Nobility of 
their Extraction, he preſently cry'd ont, 
E's xoleav Gr iow, *ts Games. But one Lord, one 
King, T beſeech yee. And he was 1o hot upon it, 
that he was well neer reſolv'd to have afſum'd 
the Regal Diadem, and to have reduc'd the 
Face of the Government into a Regal form, by 
changing the Enſigns of the Imperial Dignity. 
But being inform'd that he was already above 
all the Kings and Princes in the World, from 
thence forward he began to challenge Cele- 
ſtial Majeſty to himſelf. To that purpoſe he 
gave Order that all the Statues of the Dei- 
ties, the moſt Celebrated for the Adoration 
of Men, and the Excellency of their Work- 
manſhip, and among the reſt thoſe of Olympick 


Tupiter, ſhould be fetch'd out of Greece, that 


their Heads Þ2ing taken off, he might fix his 
own in the Place. He alſo built out one 
part. of his Palace as far as the Forum; and 1o 
contriv*d it, : that the Temple of Caftor and 
Pollux ſezni'd to be no more than the Portico of 
his Imperial Manſion ; and by that means ta- 
king an occaſion to fit before his own Doors, 
he would frequently ſhew himſelf in the 
midit between his Brother Deities, to be A- 
dor'd by thoſe that came to him about Buſi- 
nels. And ſome there were who ont of Flatte- 
ry brake the Ic2, and ſaluted him by che Name 
| S ot 
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* of * FUPITER LATIALIS. Heal } 
hn of Rom ſo Ereed a Temple, which he De- 
Erefed by Tarquin the dicated to his own Divinity ; and 
Proud to Jupiter, wbo 1jkewiſe Infſtituted a College of 
was then worſnip'd bY Prieſts, and the moſt exquiſite Vi- | 


he Latins 3 and there- . : 
fore calf hs God of &ims he could think of, for the Ser- 


Latium, vice of his Counterfeited God-head. * 
Morcover in the thme Temple hood 
his Statue in Gold, done to the Life, which was 
every day garbated in ſuch a Robe as he himſelf 
was wont to wear. And as for the Functions of 
the Prieſthood, the Richeſt Men in the City, 
Ambitious of the Honour, ſtrove who ſhould 
out-bribe each other to purchaſe the Dignity, 
as the Places fell. The Victims were Phoeni- | 
copters, Peacocks, Buſtards, Turkies, Numzidi- 
an Hens, and Pheaſants, which were forted and \ 
every day offered in their ſeveral Kinds. And | 
in the Night time, when the Moon was in the | 
| 


Full, and in her brighteſt Splendour, he court- 
ed her to his Embraces and his Bed. But in 
the day time he would be frequently conver» 
ſing in private with Fupiter Capitolinus, fome- 
times whiſpering and laying his Ear to His; 
ſometimes more loud, and not without ſome 
kind of menacing Language ; as once he was 
neard to threaten him'in theſe Words, 


= As Au 
Eis 3410 Advaav Tegan 


PII ſend thee back to Homely Greece again. 


Till at length being overcome by the importu- 
nate Inrerceffion of the reſt of the Gods, and | 2 
by them, as he himſelf told his own Story, | 


molt earneſtly invited into their Sony, he 
ai 
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laid a Bridge over the Temple of Divzs Auguſt- 
2x5, and joyn'd his own Palace to the Capel. 


Soon after, that he might be yet nearer to his 


Celeftial Company, he began the Foundations 
of a new Houſe in the Court before the Pan- 
theon. 

23. He would by no means endure to be 
calPd, or be believ'd to be the Grand-child of 
Aprippa, by reaſon of the meannetls of her Ex- 
eration ; and would be highly incens'd if any 
Perſon either in Proſe or Verſe offer'd to rank 
him among the Statues of the Cz/ars. He gave 
out that his Mother was inceſtuouſly begot by 
Auguſtas upon his Daughter 'F#/i2 : And not 
contented thus to ſcandalize 4ugnſtus, he for- 
bid the farther Celebration of thoſe Anniverſa- 
ries that were Decreed in Commemoration of 
his A#ium and Sicilian Victories. Livia Auguſta, 
his Great Grand-mother, he would frequently 
call Ulyſſes in Mans habit. Nay he didnot ſcru- 
ple to tax her in an Epiſtle to the Senate for a 
Woman obſcurely deſcended ; her Grand-Father 
by the Mothers fide being no more then a Bur- 
gels of Fund; ; whereas it is apparent by the 
publick Regiſters that Aufidizrs Lingo had born 
ſeveral honourable Employments in Rewze. He 
refus'd his Grand-mother 4ntmmia the favour 
to ſpeak with him in private, unleſs in the 
Preſence of Macro Captain of his Guards. By 
which Indignities xnd Slights tze was the Cauſe 
of her Death, if he did not give her a Poy- 
ſonous draught, which fome beheve, to accele- 


Tate her end. Nor did he pay her any other . 


Honour after ſhe was dead, but only to look 
out at Window upon her Funeral Pile, when it 
was burning, His Brother Tiberizs , little 

ED dreaming 
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dreaming of his approaching fate, he order'd 
to be haſtily murder'd by one of the 'Tribunes 
of the Soldiers. His Father-in-Law $S:/anus, he 
compell!'d to lay violent hands upon himſelf, 
and cut his own Throat with a Raſor; laying 
to the Charge of S:lanus, that he did not fol- 
low him to Sea when he embarqu'd in a Tem- 
peſtuous Seaſon, but ſtaid behind in the City, 
watching an opportunity to invade the Go- 
vernment, had any Diſaſter befallen him : 
and alledging that Tiberizs had killd himſelf 
by taking a wrong Antidote to prevent the 
Operation of Poyſons; which he found by his 
Breath. Whereas what Silanus did was only 
to avoid the tumbling of the Sea, which al- 
ways made him ſick, and the vexatious Toil of 
Careering in Chariots; and Tiberius had only 
taken a Medicine for a Cold ; but for his Un- 
cle Claudirns, he {par'd hinrtor no other Reaſon 
but to make ſport with him. 

24. With every one of his Siſters he was in- 
ceituouſly familiar ; and ar all his great Enter- 


. tainments they were plac'd next below him by 


turns, while his Wife fate ar the: upper End of 
the Table. Among the reit, he is reported to 
have vitiated Dre/ila, while he was yet but a 
Youth; and that he was once taken a Bed 
with her by his Grand-Mother Anrenia, with 
whom they were both brought up together. 
Soon after, being marry*'d to Lucius Caſſius 
Lenginus, he took her away from him by force, 
ana liv'd with her as if ſhe þ:4 been his Wite. 
Moreover, in the time of his Sickneſs, when 
he thought he ſhould have dy'd, he Ordain'd 
her by his Will both Heir to his Eſtate and to 
the Empire. Upon her deceaſc, he proclaim'd 

| a Cella- 
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a Ceſſation of all Proceedings in all the Courts 
of Judicature ; during which Vacation, it was 
a Capital Crime for any Man to laugh, bath, 
or eat with his Parenrs, Wife or Children. 
And ſo impatient Þ- was of his Loſs, that lea- 
ving the City of a ſudden and in the Nighttime, 
like one that had been forc'd to fly his Coun- 
try, he poſted through Campania, and betook 
himſelf to Syracuſe; from whence at length he 
return'd with a long Beard and Locks as care- 
leſly untrimm'd. Nor did he afterwards upon 
any occaſion whatever, either in his Speeches to 
the People or the Soldiers, ſwear by any other 
Oath, than by Dru/illa's Deity. As for his other 
Siſters he neither lov'd them ſo paſſionately, 
nor with ſo much reſpe&, as he that would 
frequently proſtitute them to his Ganimeds. 
Which afforded him a more eaſie Opportunity 
to condemn them, in the Caſe of 
* Emilins Lepidus, for Adultreſſes, * Of whom Caligula 
and being privy to ſeveral Conſpi- fore afraid as one 
: 4 ſe hat had a fair Title to 
racies againſt him. Nor did he on- ;j4 gmpire; and with 
ly divulge their private Contracts whom, in hopes of the 
which he had difcover'd by fraud and Soveraignty, Agrippina 
the inveigling Debaucheries of the #44 commutes Adul- 
Wives of thoſe whom he-ſuſpeted, 7 
but alſo Conſeeratetl to Mars the Revenger, 
three Swords, which they, as he pretended, 
had prepar'd for nis deſtruction ; with a ſhorc 
Relation of the wholz Contpiracy. 
25. As to his Marriages, whether he con- 
tracted, diflolv'd, or contrivd them with moſt 
Ignominy, is not ealie to determin. Upon the 
very dav that Livia Ore#illa was Marry'd to 
C. Piſo, he himſelf being preſent at the Wed- 
ing, he commanded - to be broughthome to 
| 2 his 
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his Palace as his own Wife, but within a few 
days turn'd her off again ; and two years af- 
ter baniſh'd her, pretending that ſhe had pri- 
vately Convers'd with her Husband in the 
mean time. Others report, that being invited 
to the Nuptial Supper, as he ſate over againſt 
Pifo, he ſent one to whiſper in his Ear theſe 
Words, Forbear to Iye with my Wife ; and preſent- 
ly riſing from the Table led her home along 
with him, and the next day ſet forth a Drcree, 
declaring, That he was marry'd according to the 
Example of Romulus and Auguſtus. Lollia Paw 
lina was marry'd to C. Memmius, a Perſon of 
Conſular Degree, and General of the Army ; 
however, upon mention made of her Grand- 
mother, who was accounted. one of the moſt 
Lovely Ladies of her time, he became ſo en- 
amour'd of the Grand-child, that he ſent for 
her out of the Province, and forcing her from 
her Husband, took her to himſelf; but in a 
ſhort time he curn'd her likewiſe off, forbidding 
her for ever after the knowledge of any Man 
whatever. But as for Ceſonvia, who was neither 
handſom nor young, but already the Mother of 
three Daughters by another Man, he lov'd her 
{o paſlionately and ſo conſtantly, that he 
would often ſhew her to his Soldiers riding by 
his fide, with her Horſeman's Coat Embroi- 
der'd, her Buckler, and Helmet ; and frequent- 
ly ſtark Naked to his Familiar Favorites. He 
alſo vouchſated her the Name of Wife, declar- 
ing at the ſame time that he was her Husband, 
and the Father of the Child that was born of 
her Body. This Infant he calld Fulia Druſilla, and 
having carry'd herabout through all the Temples 
of the. Goddeſſzs, he laid her at length in 44- 


nerva”s 
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yerua's Lap, and recommended her to her Care 
and Education. Nor did any thing more af-> 
ſare him that ſhe was his own Daughter, then 
her Natural Cruelty ; which was 1o pregnant 
in her {o ſoon as ſhe could but run about, that 
no ſport pleas'd her ſo well, as to poke out the 
Eyes, and rend the Mouths of her Play-fellows 
with her Fingers. 

26. Aﬀer theſe things, it may be thought 
impertinent and idle to relate how he us'd his 
Kindred and Friends. Prolomy in the firſt Place, 
the Son of King Juba, his Couſin German 
(for he was the Grand-child of 24. Antonius by 
his Daughter SelerAlliÞ then Macro, and even 
Ennia her felf, the two main Inſtruments 
that advancd him to the Empire; who 
were all put to death, notwithſtanding all the 
Tyes of Confanguinity, and the Merits of 
their Important Services. Nor did he behave 
himſelf with more Reverence or Lenity to- 
ward the Senate; of whom he made ſeveral 
who had born the moſt Honourable Employ- 
ments in the Commonwealth, to run by the 
ſide of his Calaſh, for ſome Miles together, in 
their Robes; and while he was at Supper, to 
wait ſometimes at the back of his Couch, ſome- 
times at his Feet as he lay, with cheir Linnen 
* Aprons before them. Ochers, after he had pri- * 4; ws 
vately order'd them to be put to death, never- rhe Cuſtom 
theleſs he would enquire, and ſend for, as for the Wais 
if they had been living, and in a few days af» #75 #9 4. 
ter would give out, that they dy'd a natural 
Death. The Conſuls having forgot to. give 
publick notice of his Birth Day, he immediate- 
ly turn'd out of their Offices ; 10 that the Ci- 


ty continu'd for: three days without any Magi- 
> 4 ſtrate 
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ſtrate. His Quzſtor or Treaſurer being only 


 'nan'd in a Confpiracy, he order'd to be ſtripe 


and ſcourg'd, and his Cloaths to be ſpread 
under the Soldiers Feet, to the end they might 
ſtand the firmer and laſh with more Advan- 
tage. With the fame Pride and Violence he 
us'd the reſt of the Orders. Being difturb'd 
by the noiſe of the People that had taken up at 
Midnight their Places in the Circus, for which 
there was no Money to he paid, he order'd 
them all to be baſtinado'd out of their Stati- 
ons; in which Tumule and Hurry, there 
were above twenty Regan Knights, and as 
many Ladies crouded death, beſides an 
infinite number of the Common People. Du- 
ring the time that the Stage-Playes. were Aq- 
ing, on purpoſe that he might ſet the Common 
People and the Gentlemen together by the Ears, 
he flung about the Tickets of wt at he intended 
to beſtow among the People much ſooner than 
was uſual, to the end the Gentlemens Seats 
might be taken up by the Rabble before hand. 
At the Combars of the Gladiators, when the 
{ſcorching heat of the Sun was hardly to be en- 
dur'd, he would draw the Curtains, and com- 


mand that no body ſhould ftir out : and alte- 


ring the Methods uſually obſerv'd in appointing 
the Combatants, he would order the moſt Fee- 
ble, and ſuchas were ſpent with Age ; nay ſome- 
times Gladiators that were no way Criminal, 


and many times known Houſe-keepers, to be. 
oppos'd to the moſt fierce and ravenous of the- 
Wild Beaſts; and this, for no other Reaſon. 


but becauſe he diſcover'd ſome Blemiſh or Im- 
perfection in their Bodies. And at other times, 


he would Padlock up the publick Granaries and 
Magazines 
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Magazines of Corn, on purpoſe to keep the 
People without Bread for ſome days toge- 
ther. 

27. The Fierceneſs alſo and Cruelty of his 
Nature was no leſs manifeſt by theſe enſu- 
ing Actions : For obſerving that the charges 
of fatting the Wild Beaſts began to lye heavy 
upon him, by reaſon of the ſcarcity of Car- 
rion, he mark*d out ſeveral Maletactors to be 
butcher'd for that Service. And. after he had 
caus'd Condemn'd Perſons that lay in Jayle, to 
be rang'd before him in a row, without ever 
minding what their Sentences were, and as he 
ſtood in the midſt of the Gallerie, he. or- 


der'd the Executioner to take all, 


* From Bald-pate to Bald-pate. He _— , to 2 two 
, ald-pates happening 
extorted the fulfilling of his Vow and a ea 


from him who had otter'd ro Com- ,z; xv, Caligula to 
bat for his Recovery, lookt on while mate quick diſpatch, or 
the Man was forc'd to Fight for ader'd the Slaughter men 
his Life at Sharps, nor would ſuffer — away ail toge- 
him to be parted till he had got the 7: 
better ; and then not without much entreaty 
neither. Another who had devoted himſelf to 
death upon the ſame Azcount, but delaying to 
perform his Promiſe, he deliver'd over, adorn'd 
with Garlands, and ſet forth with Ribbands like 
a Vidim, to the Boys, who were to drive him 
along the Streets, bawling after him for the ac- 
complithment of his Vow, till he had no way 
to avoid them but by throwing himſelf head- 
long from the Tarquinian Mount. Many Per- 
{ons of good Quality and Condition, after he 
had firſt branded them with Marks of Infamy 
as Capital Offenders, he Condemn'd either to 
the Mines, or to the Reparation of the High- 

ways, 
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ways, or to Fight with Beaſts ; otherwiſe he 
ſhuc r!icm up in a low Cage, where they were 
forc'd to crawl upon all tour, like Four-footed 
Animals; or elſe he order'd them to be ſaw*'d 
in two in the middle. Nor were any of theſe 
thus cruelly tortur'd for any heinous Crimes, 
but either becauſe they ſignifd their diſlike of 
his $hoys, or elſe becauſe they had never been 
heard to iwear by his Genius. Many times alfo 
he would compel the Parents to be preſent at 
the Executions of their Sons : to one of whom, 
exculing himſeit by reaſon of Sickneſs, he ſent 
a Litter. Another, after he had beheld the 
bloody SpeRacle, he invited to his Table, and 
with all imaginable Aﬀability and Kindneſs, 
excited him to Mirth and Jollity. The Maſter 
of his Gladiatory Sights and Beaſt-baitings, he 
causd to be loaded with Irons, and drubb'd 
from Head to Foot for ſeveral days together ; 
nor would he rid him cut of h:s Pain by death, 


cill offended with tho 0! 5m french of his purri- 
ffd Prains he could © longer endure the 
fmell. A Satyrick Poe: n., orverd to be burnt 
alive upon the Pit of © Ammhicheater, for 
making a Jeaſt in his Ve-ies rhat admitted a 


double Signification. Having order'd a Roman 
Kntzhr to be thrown to the Wiid Beaſts, upon 
his crying out alond thar he was Innocent, he 
causd him to be brought back ; and after he had 
commanded his Tongue to be cut out, return'd 
him again to his Condemnation. 

25. Having recall'd a certain Perſon from a 
long Baniſhment, he ask'd him how he ſpent 
his time all that while ? who replying in Flat- 
tery, I pray'd continually to the Gods, that Tihe- 
rius #272 5t dye, as it fell out he did, and that thou 

mightfy 
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might Succeed: Upon that, belitving that all the 
other Exiles conſequently pray'd for his Death, 
he ſent to all the diſtanc Iſlands to ſend all the 
Baniſh'd Perſons out of the World. Having a fan- 
cy to ſee a Senator torn Limb from Limb),he fub- 


 orn'd certain Villains toſet upon him, as he en- 


ter'd the Senate Houſe, calling him Enemy to the 
Publick ; and after they had ſtab'd him with 
their Iron Bodkins which they us'd in Writing, 
to deliver him over to be torn Piece-meal by 
the reft of their Companions : Nor was he fa- 
tisfd till he ſaw the Members, Joynts, and 
Bowels of the Man drawn through the Streets 
and laid ina heap before his Eyes. 

29. Theſe Inhumane Barbarities of his were 
augmented by the terrour of his Savage Ex- 
preflions. For he was wont to ſay, That he ap- 
prov'd and applanded nothing Jo much in Nature, 
as to uſe his own word, * ddarilian, To his © Or an 
Grand-Mother Antonia, who gave him good O_ 
Advice, as if his ſingle diſobedience had not ;;,, ;, __. 
been 1ufficient, Remember, ſaid he, that it 3 perrate 
lawful for me, and ſuch Maſters as I am, to do thoſe Miſ- 
what they pleaſe. When he was deſigning to fs 
murder his Brother, whom he ſuſpected to be png 
guarded from Poylon by Antidotes, What ? gnce cm- 
laid he, z there any Antidate dares reſiſt Ceſar ? ceived, 
After he had baniſh'd his Siſters, he threatned 
them, that he had nor only Iſlands but Swords 
within his Power. A Perſon of Pratorian De- 
gree being retir'd to Anticyra, to take Helle- 
bore for the Recovery of his Health, and often 
Petitioning for longer leave to ſtay, he order'd 
to be put to Death ; adding theſe Words to the 
Sentence, That Blood-letting was neceſſary, when 
the ſo long uſe of Hellebore would do 4» good. 

Every 
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Every Tenth ay, when he came to fſub- 
icribe the Number of ſuch Convicts as were 
to ſuffer, he calPd it, Making up his Accompts 
ith his Servants. Having Condemn'd ſeve- 
ral Gauls and Greeks all together at the ſame 
time, he made his Boaſts, That he had ſubdu'd 
Gallo-Grzcia. 

20. He ſeldom ſuffer'd any one to be haſtily 
pur to death, but by degrees, with flight and 
trequently reiterated Blows or Stabs, accord- 
ing to a known Maxim of his which he had 
always in his Mouth, That it ought ſo to be done, 
as that the Perſon might feel himſelf dye. Another 
time having caus'd a wrong Perſon to be 
Executed, through the miſtake of his Name, 
*T'is mo maiter, 1aid he, they defer d both a- 
ke. He had often that Tragical Exprefſion 
in his Mouth, 


Oderint, dum metuant. 
Let them bate, ſo they fear. 


He would. frequently inveigh againft all the 
Senators alike, as either Sejanus's Creatures, or 
the Informers agataſt his Mother and his Bro- 
chers ; producing the Papers which he pretend- 
ed were burnt, and defending the Severity of 
Tiberins, as neceifary, fince he could not but 
believe ſo many Accuſers. He daily upbraid- 
ed the Equeſtrian Order, as being ſo much De- 
voted to the Stage and the Pit. Being highly 
oftended at the: Multitnde for favouring that 
Party of the Charzoteers,call'd the Vermillion-Coats, 
which always ran againſt his Party, that were 
the Green Coats, he cry'd out, Fould ro God the 

| People 
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People of Rome had had but one Neck. When 
Tetrinins the Highway-man was accus'd, he 
faid, They were all Tetrinii themſelves : 
that accusd bim. Five * Retiarii * The Retiarii were @ 
fighting in their cloſe Coats, with- fort of Combatants that 


, ought with Nets in one 
out any reſiſtance yielded to as ma- jy? which they threw 


ny t} Purſuers ; whereupon being Or- over the Heads of their 
der'd to be put to Death, one of the Adver/aries, thereby to 
Retiarii ſnatching up his Trident —_— , _ fo =_ 
flew all the Victors. This Caliguls jon ea 
lamented as a molt horrid Slaughter 4» 7Tjident in the other 
by a pubick Decree ; and Curs'd all hand. 


thoſe that had the Heart to be- _ F They were call'd 
hold it. Secutores, becauſe that 


TB . tn the Conteſt they ran _ 
31. He was alſo wont to complain ufrer the Retiarii, fri- 


of the ſad Condition of the Times, ving to cut their Nets. 
in regard there had not happen'd 
any Publick Calamity to render them Remark- 
able. That the Reign of Auguſtus was Eter- 
niz'd by the Varian Overthrow : The Reign of 
Tiberins by the fall of the Amphitheatre at F;- 
denz,but that Oblivion threatn'd Him, by means 
of his Uniortunate Proſperity. And there- 
fore he heartily wiſh*d for the utter deſtruction 
of ſome of his Armies, ſome Famine, Peſti- 
lence, Conflagration or Gaping of the Earth to 
make him happy. | 

32. The ſame Savageneſs and Barbarity of 
Inhuman Acts and Exprefiions attended him 
alſo in his Recreations, and when he gave him- 
ſelf to Sport and Feaſting. For many times, 
while he was at Dinner or Debauching, 'ſeve- 
ral People were examin'd upon the Rack be- 
fore his Face, upon ſerious Queſtions. And at 
the ſame Seaſons there was a Soldier, a dex- 
trous Heads-man, who cut off the Heads of 


Convicts, 
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Convidts, ſent for on purpoſe from the Jayl to 
make ſport. Upon the Dedication ,of his 
Bridge at Pateol;,which,as we have already ſaid, 
was his own Invention, after he had invited ſe- 
veral that ſtood upon the Shore to come to him 
upon the Bridge, of a ſudden he caus'd them 
to be thrown over into the Sea, and when 
they endeavour'd to catch hold of the Rud-_ 
ders to fave themſelves, he commanded the Sea- 
men to thruſt them back with their Oares and 
Stretchers. At a publick Feſtival in Rome, one 
of the Servants of the Houſe having ſtollen a 
Place of Silver from one of the Couches, he 
preſently ſent for the Executioner, and order'd 
him to cut off both his Hands, and hang them 
about the Servants Neck, with a Label upon 
his Breaſt, declaring the Reaſon of his Puniſh- 
ment, and ſo caus'd him to be led about the 
Room for the Gueſts to behold him, A certain 
Fencer, of the Number of thoſe which they 
call AMirmillenes, playing at Foiles with him in 
jeaſt, and falling at his Feet in reſpe& to his 
Perſon, he f{tabb'd with an Iron Scithe, and 
then ran up and down, inſulting with a Palmin 
his Hand, as if he had ſlain an Enemy. An 
other time, when a Victim was brought to the 
Altar to be kill'd, he thruſt himſelf in with only 
* For the a Victim-killers * Linnen Apron before him, and 
Yeam- lifting up the Mallet as if he would have 
Po = ul knockt the Victim on the Head, he flew the 
nelid at Officer that held the Sacrificing Knite. Ar a 
_ the reftof ſplended Feaſt, falling on a ſudden into a vio- 
= Bo- lent Laughter, and the Conſuls defiring to know 
"the occaſion of his Mirth, Ar hat do you think, 
ſaid he, but that it i in my Power, upon one ſingle 

nod of my Head, to have all your Throats cut ? 
33. Among 
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3. Among the reſt of his Jeaſts, as he was 
ſtanding by the Statue of Fupiter, he ask'd 4- 
pelles the Tragedian, Whom he thought to be the grea- 
ter of the two ? and becauſe he did not, give him 
a ready Anſwer, he order'd him to be ſeverely 
Scourg'd, ever and anon commending the 
{weetnels of his Voice, while he begg'd for Mer- 
cy ; ſwearing that his very Groans and Lamen- 
tations charm'd his Ears. And as often as he 
kiſs'd either his Wives or his Miſtreſſes Neck, 
he added, So fair and beautiful a Neck can I cat 
off when I pleaſe. And he would often vaunt, 
That he would pat Celonia to the Rack, but he 
would know the reaſon why he lou'd her ſo Paſſi- 
nately. | 
4. Nor was his embitter'd Malice and Envy 
inferiour to his Pride and Crucity, nor lefs de- 
ſtructive to Perſons of all Ages. For all the 
Statues of Iluſtrious Men, which A4#-2«/Fus, by 
reaſon it was not capacious enough to hold 
them, had remov'd ou: of the Court of the 
Capitol into the Field of Mars, he threw down 
and defac'd at fach a Malicious race, that they 
could never be mended, 1o as to make their In- 
{criptions legible. And he forbid from thence 
forward the erecting of any Statues in Honour 
ot any Perſon living, without his Order, or by 
his Authority. He had fome thoughts of quite 
{upprefling Homer's Works; Expoſtulating, hy 
i might not be lawful for him to do 2yhat Plato 
bad  dohe, who had expeld him out of bis New 
Commonwealth ? And he was within a very little 
of throwing out the Writings and Statues of 
Virgil and Livy out of all Libraries: Of which, 
he ſaid, The one had no Vit and little Learning 3 
and upbraiding the other with his Verboſity and 

ſuperficial 
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ſuperficial negligence in compiling his Hiſtory. 
And as for the Lawyers, as if he intended to 
aboliſh the uſe of all their Learning and Know- 
ledge, he would often vaunt, That he hop'd to 
bring it to that paſs, that the Lawyers ſhould 


have nothing to ſay to their Clients, but only to re- 
mit them to him, for the Detrermination of their | 


Cauſes. 

25. The Ancient Arms and Badges of their 
Families he took from all the Nobility. 
From Torquatus his Chain; from- Cincinnatus 
his dangling Locks; and Pompey, notwith- 
ſtanding the Antiquity of his Deſcent, he de- 
priv'd of the Sirname of GREAT. Prolomy, 
of whom I have already made mention, he 
ſent for out of egypr, and entertain'd him 
with great Magnificence ; and for his farther 
Honour preſented him with a Gladiatory 
Combar ; but of a ſudden caus'd him forth- 
with to be ſlain, for no other reaſon, but be- 
cauſe at his entrance into the Theater, he 
drew the Eyes of all the Multitude upon him 
with the dazling ſplendor of his Purple Man- 
tle. As often as he met any Perſons that were 
handfom, and that had lovely Heads of Hair, 
he order'd the hinder parts of their Heads to be 
ſhav'd, on purpoſe to disfigure their Beauty. 
There was Efimzs Proculus, whole Father had 
been one of the firſt Centurions of a Legion, 
a Perſon of a goodly Preſence, and ſo remark- 


able for his Tallneſs, that he was calPd Colof- . 


fſeros : This Man he caus'd to be hald of a ſud- 
den from his Place in the Theater, and to be 
brought into the Pit, where he put him firſt 
to fight with a Thracian, who was but ſlightly 


Arm'd, and then with another Fencer, in com- 
pleat 
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pleat Armour after the manner of the Samites ; 
and after he had vanquiſh'd them both, order'd 
him to be bound hand and foot, to be cloath- 
ed in ſorry Rags, and in that Poſture to be car- 
ry'd from Street to Street to be ſhewn to the 
Women, and that done, commanded his 
Throat to be cut. In a word, there was no. 
Perſon of never ſo mean Condition or low 
Fortune, but he envy'd whatever Nature had 
beſtow'd upon them Extraordinary. To dil- 
poſſeſs the Nemoren/ian King, who had tor ma- 
ny years enjoy'd the Dignity of High-Prieſ# in 
the Temple of Diana Aricina, he rais'd and ſup- 
ported a more Potent. Adverlary againſt him. 
One day being preſent at a publick Spectacle, 
and obſerving that the People gave an extra- 
ordinary Applauſe to Porius, who was one of 
thoſe that fought as they rode in their Chariots, 
for having enfranchiz'd a Servant of his, that 
had ſftoutly behav'd himſelf in a Combat and 
won the Victory, he flung in a great fury out 
of the Theater, and his Gown entangling his 
Foot, down he. tumbPd from Seat to Seat, 
ſtorming and crying out, That the People of 
Rome, ho were Lords of Nations, upon a trivial 
occaſion gave more Honour to a pitiful Chariot- 
Driver, than to Conſecrated Princes; more eſpecially 
than to him who as preſent among them. 

36. He neither ſpar'd his own nor the Cha- 
ſtity of any other Perſon. It is reported, chat 
there was a mutual Commerce of Male Aﬀecti- 
on between him and A. Lepidas Mncſter the 
Panto-Mimmick, and leveral Perſons that were 
letc with him as Hoſtages. Valerizs Catullus, a 
young Gentleman of a Conſular Family, was 
vitiated by him, and fo tyr'd with his continual 

#8 vehemence, 
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vehemence, that he was forc'd to cry out pub- 
lickly and confeſs the ſhame of being over- 
ridden by him that rivall'd Fupiter's Divinity. 
And beſides his Inceftuary familiarity with his 
Siſters, and his notorious Afﬀection to Pyralls, a 
Common Proſtitute, there was not any Lady of 
Illuſtrious Quality to whom he did not make his 
Adulterous Addreſſes. He would for the moſt 
part invite them together with their Husbands, 
and as they paſs'd before him one by one, 
would take an exa& and leiſurely view of eve- 
ry particular Lady, as if they had been upon 
Sale, lifting up their Chins with his hand, if 
Modeſty would not permit them to hold up 
their Heads of themſelves. Having thus ſatisf'd 
his Fancy, he took an occaſion to retire into a 
withdrawing Room with the Lady which he 
lik*d beſt, and by and by returning withthe freſh 

Marks of haſty Laſciviouſneſs, would not ſcruple 

to praiſe or diſparage the Pleaſure of his Enjoy- 

ments; diſcloſing at the ſame cime all the Bodily 

Perie&tions or Impertections which he had diſ- 

cover'd, and the Bchaviour of the Woman in 

rhe very At. To ſome, in the name of their 

abſent Husbands he ſent a Bill of Divorce, and 

ccinmanded it to be enter'd upon Record. 

37. In the Profuſeneſs of his Expences, he 
exceeded all the Prodiga!s of his Time; as ha- 
ving contrivd new ways of Bathing, and 
found out the mot predisious ſorts of Dyet 
and Entertainments that ever were invented. 
For he bath'd in Oyls of Odoriferous and Pre: 
cious Compoſitions; drank coſtly Pearls dit- 
folv'd in Vinegar, and ſet his Bread and Vt 
ands overlaid with Leaf Gold before his Gueſts; 
alleGging that a Man was cither to be a g 


Husband 
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Husband or an Emperor. Beſides this he ſcat- 
rerd conſiderable Sums of Money among the 
People from the Leads of Fulia*s Palace for 1e- 
veral days together. He alſo built of Cedar 
Wood ſeveral Veſſels having Ten rows of Oars 
a peice, with Poops inlaid with Gems, and Sails 
of various Colours, with Cabins large enough, 
ſome for Bathing Rooms, ſome for Portico's to 
walk in, and others for Rooms of State. to 
dine and ſup in; and theſe Cabins every one 
planted with variety of Vines and Apple Trees, 
under the ſhade of which as he lay indulging 
his Appetite, and delighting his Ears in the 
midſt of Vocal Harmony and Inſtrumental 
Conſorts, the Gentle Breezes ſlowly moving 
the Maſly Bulks, gave him a continu'd and 
leiſurely Proſpect of the Campanian Shore. In 
his Pretorian Edifices, and the Structure of his 
Houſes of Pleaſure, all conſideration of Expen- 


pences laid afide, he ſcorn'd whatever was not 


thought impofiible to be effected. To that 
purpoſe, he rais'd prodigious Moles in tempe- 
{tuous and deep Seas, fill'd up whole Fields with 
Earth and Rubbiſh to Mountain highr, digg*d an 
open way through hard and Flinty Rocks, and 
levelld Mountains wich the humble Plains; 
and this with an incredible Celerity, while de- 
lay and ſloath were look*'d upon. as Cavital 
Crimes ; ſo that not to mention particulars, in 
leſs than a year he conſaunrd a prodigions Maſs 
of Wealth, beſides all chat Treafure which 
the parcimony of Tiberirs Cz{ar had hoarded 
up, amounting to no leſs than Six hunder'd ſe- 
venty five hunder'd thouſand Crowns, or ac- 
cording tothe Vulgar computation, Sixty ſeven 
Millions and a halt. ; 

S 8 39. Thus 
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28, Thus Exhauſted, and reduc'd to want, 
he bent his mind to Rapine and Extortion, rai- 
ſing Money to ſupply his Neceflities by various 
and the moſt exquititely. invented ways of Ac- 
cuſations, Penalties, Confiſcations and Tributes. 
He deny'd the Priviledge of Reman Freedom to 
all People that had purchas'd it for themſelves 
and their Poſterity, unleſs they were Sons. For 
that the word Poſterity extended no farther than 
to that ſingle degree. And producing the Pa- 
tents of Julius and Auguſtus, he bewail'd them 
as ſuperannuated and obſolete : And all who af: 
ter that, had by any way or means augmented 
their Fortunes, he tax'd with having given in a 
falſe Eſtimate of their Eſtates. All the laſt 
Wills of the chiet Centurions of the Legions, 
who from the beginning of Tiberizzs's Reign, 
had neither left Tiberins nor himſelf their Heir, 
he CancelPd as being void in Law. Alfo he 
1eiz'd upon the Poſleflions of all other Men, 
it any one would but come in and aver, that he 
deſign'd upon his Death-Bed to make Ceſar his 
Heir. By which means having ſtruck a Ter- 
rour into all-forts of People, when Strangers 
had declar'd him C9-heir with their Friends, 
and Parents. with their Children, he call'd 
them Cheats ; for that after ſuch a Nuncupati- 
on, they {till liv'd on, and therefore to many 
he ſent poyion'd Cakes for Lucre of preſent 
Poſſeffion. Or ſuch Caules as theſe he himſfelt 
took Cognizance, having firit determin'd the 
Fine, and when the Penalty was once pro- 
nouncd, then, and not till then, he departed 
the Court, And ſo impatient he was of delay, 
that 1n one Sentence he Condeniti'd above Forty 
Perions tor ſeveral Crimes, boaſting to Cxſonia, 

| How 
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How much Buſineſs he had diſpatch'd, while ſhe as 
taking her Afternoons Nap. He expos'd to ſale 
by way of Auction all the Furniture of his 
Plays and Spectacles, together with the Actors 
and Combatants themſelves, for which there 
was no farther uſe, ſetting the Prices upon eve- 
ry thing. himſelf, and that at ſuch exceflive 
Rates, that many -People who were ruin'd by 
the purchaſes which they were compellF'd to 
make, cut their own Veins and bled to death. 
*Tis well known to all the World, that Aponius 
Saturninus heing aſleep upon one of the Ben- 
ches, Caizs gave notice to the Cryer, not to 
forget that Pretorian Gentleman, who by the 
frequent nodding of his Head, agreed to the 


payment of the Sums- which he proclainr'd ;* 


nor would he ſufter the Auction to ceaſe, till 
Saturninzns, who was ignorant of the Matter, 
was forc'd to pay Two hunderd and five 
and twenty thouſand Crowns for thirteen Gla- 
diators. 
39. In Gallia alſo, after he had ſold the Or- 
naments, Houſhold-ſtuff, Servants, and Chil- 
dren of his Condemur'd Siſters, being allur'd by 
the Gains of that Sale, whatever old Furniture 
he had ance already fold, he demanded 
again from the Purchaſers : for the carriage of 
which, beſides the Waggons which ſtood ready 
to be hir'd, he preſsd alſo the Bakers and Mil- 
lers Horſes. So that there was many times a 
ſcarcity of Bread in the City ; and many Peo- 
ple that had Suites depending, depriv'd of 
Conveniencies to bring them up to the City, 
loſt their Cauſes, either for want of Appear- 
ance, or elſe through the Forfeiture of their 
Securities. In the raking together of which 
& 3 Furniture, 
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Furniture, there was nothing either of Frand 
or Diflimulation'omitted : fometimes upbraid- 
ing the People with Covetouſnefs, and won- 
dring, They ere not aſham”d to be Richer than He ; 
ſometimes diilembling a kind of Grief, that he 
ſhould be forc'd to part with the Ornaments of 
the Imperial Manſions to raiſe Money for his Ne- 
ceflities. However finding that a certain Weal- 
thy Provincial had pay*d Five thouſand Crowns 
to the Officers employ'd for the inviting his 
Gueſts, to the end he might have an Opportt- 
nity in the Place of fome other, to dine at the 
Emperours Table ; he was nothing offended 
to ſee the Honour of his Table vallu'd at fo 
high a Rate. And therefore the next day, as 
he was ſitting at the Auction, he fent him ſome 
frivolous Toy or other, for his Five thouſand 
Crowns, and withall bid the Meſſenger tell 
him, That he ſhould ſup with Czſar upon his own 
Invitation.” 

40. His Impoſts and Cuſtoms, which were 
both new and till then unheard of, he colle- 
ed at firſt by his Farmers or Publicans ; but find- 
ing their Gains too great, he afterwards causd 

them to be gather'd by his Pretcrian Centurions 
and Tribunes; no Perſon or Commodity eſca- 
ping upon which he did not lay fome ſort of 
Exciſe or other. For all forts of Proviſions 
that were ſold in the City, the Rate was cer- 
tain and fſettPd. For all ſorts of Actions at 
Law, in whatſoever Place or Court com- 
menc'd, he took the Fortieth part of the Value 
of the Sum in diſpute ; impofing a grievous 
Penalty upon thoſe that either compounded or 
let fall their Suits. He exacted the Eighth part 


of the Porters daily Gains, and from all the 
Common 
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Common Proſtitutes the Gratuity for one 
Nights Familiarity. And there was added at 
the beginning of the Law, that not only the 
Bawds and common Harlots ſhould be liable to 
Publick Duties, but that all People that were 
' marry'd ſhould alſo pay a certain Rate. 

41. Theſe Impoſitions being only publiſh'd 
by Proclamation, but not confirm'd by any 
Law that ſettl'd the Books of Rates, for want of 
which many branglings and miſtakes aroſe on 
both ſides, at length at the importunate Sup- 
plication of the People, an-Ac&t was ſet forth, 
but in Characters ſo illegible, ſo cloſe written, 
and hung up in ſuch blind holes, that ic was a 
hard macrer to find it out, or to read it when ir 
was found. And that he might not omit any 
ſort of Extortion, he built up a Brothel-Houſe 
in his own Palace, with ſeveral Apartiments 
furniſh'd according to the Dignity oft the 
Place, for Ladies and Gentlemen to enjoy the 
Fruits of their clandeſtine Amours. And to 
torce a Trade, he ſent about his Officers, that 
were well acquainted with the Names of the 
Gentry, to invite both young and old to bring 
their Miſtreſſes to his Conveniencies ; of whom 
when they came, he receiv*'d his Ignominious 
Toll ; which there were Perſons that ſtood 
ready to receive, and ſet down the Names of 
every Man in a Book, as Benefactors to Czſar's 
Revenue. Nor did he deſpiſe the Profit of Ga- 
ming, of which he made the greateſt Benefic 
by Lying and Perjury. And one time among 
the reſt,giving his Dice to his next fellow Game- 
iter to play for him, he went out into the 
Court-Yard next the Street ; at what time ha- 
ving ſpy'd two Wealthy Gentlemen of Rome that 
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278 The LIFE of 
were pafling by, he commanded them without 
delay to be both apprehended, and their E- 
ſtates to be confiſcated; and then returning 
with great Joy to his Company, he cry*d 
out, That he never had flung a better Caſt in his 
Life. | 
-t Upon the Birth of his Daughter, which 
happen'd much about the ſame time, he com- 
plain'd ſadly of his Poverty, not only as un- 
able to ſupport his Imperial Dignity, but his Fa- 
mily Expences; by which means he was preſent- 
ed with vaſt Contributions for the Infants Edu- 
cation, and her future Dowry. He alſo made 
publick Proclamation that at the beginning of 
the Year he would be ready to receive: his 
New-years Gifts, to which purpoſe upon the 
Firſt of Fazuary he took up his Station under 
. the Entrance into his Palace, to receive the 
Preſents which the People in throngs, with full 
Hands and by Laps-full, pour'd down before 
him one with another, of a thouſand forts. 
At length he was ſo inflam'd with a deſire of 
| feeling Money, that he would ſometimes walk 
barefoot over infinite Sums on purpoſe ſpread 
abroad in a ſpacious Room, and ſometimes 
wallow with his whole Body and rowle himſelf 

in his glittering heaps. 

43. During the whole time of his Life, he 
never was engag'd in War or Martial Afﬀairs 
* 4s +he .., but once; and then rather by chance 
% 11 one eur than that he deſign'dit ; and that 
+ Still Clitunno, in was when he made his Progreſs to 
the ſame Province of * Mfewaria to viſit the Wood and Ri- 
ay may; *ub'y — at yerof + Clitumnns. At what time be- 
IDS Oe ing advis'd to fill up the Number of 


that drink its Waters *! - ; 
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Guards 


”* 
T2; —_— _=_ - 
; .- — Sol —_——— 
#40200» 2» I bu 
— 


- wr —_—_— 
. b..1 © > _ 
BC ERS IE OOIASE 


ro 


n— TS Eg 7» LF on S TIRES an 5-2 
EDX YEELIRETCeMRS TSANG. Ef. 995, 


COT IEEE 
— a 


9” HT DO TAP MEER 


WO OW —4; WP 
Sr S*>2L 


'S 
' Ft 
'q: 
| 
- ;' 
4 { 
'$!; 
ſ 
"Ry 
4 
8 | 
'$ 
{ 
| 
"'y 
of 
! ; 
! %t 
j1 
# 


ECT OOCOIEETSY SITES 2 PT WEE; 
- A . © ? NE CE EE n 
*_ o ESO _ 


CarigGura CaSak 


Guards then conſiſted, a violent Fancy took 
him to make War upon the Germans. 'There- 
upon without any more delay, he order'd his 
Legions and Auxiliaries to a General Rendez- 
wouze, made new Levies every where with a 
moſt indefatigable diligence ; and having fur- 
niſh'd himſelf with Ammunition and Proviſion, 
ſo as the like was never 1een betore, he ſet for- 
ward upon his March, ſometimes with ſo much 
haſte and Rapid Fury, that the Pretorian Cohorts 
| were forc'd to leave their Standards to be 
- brought after by their Carriage-Horſes, that 
they might be able to follow him with the grea- 
ter Expedition ; at other times ſo ſlowly and 
with ſo much State, that he was carry'd in a 
Litter upon the Shoulders of eight Men, while 
others were ſent before to command the Towns 
upon the Road to {weep and water their High- 
Ways againſt he came by. 

4.4. So ſoon as he arriv'd at the Camp, that 
he might ſhew himſelf a ſmart and ſevere Ge- 
neral, he diſmiſs'd the Legates that came lateſt 
with their Troops to the Rendezvouze,diſgrac'd 
and diſhonour'd : And when he came to Muſter 
his Army, he caſhier'd the greateſt part of his 
Cznturions that were grownold, and ſome but 
very few days before their Service was out; pre- 
tending their Age render'd them Feeble and un- 
fit for Service ; and then accuſing them of Lazy 
Avarice, retrench'd their Stipends ; by which 
means he ſav'd to himſelf no leſs than a Hun- 
dred and eighty thouſand Crowns. However, 
notwithſtanding all theſe mighty Preparations, 
the expeation of his great Performances 
ended all in only receiving into his Prote&ti- 
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The LIFE of 


the Britains, who being baniſh'd by his Father, 
fled to him for Succour with a {mall handful of 
Men. However, as if he had ſubdu'd the whole 
Iſland, he ſent to Rome triumphant Letters of 
his Heroick Atchievments full of Vanity and 
Oſtentation ; charging the Meſſengers to ride 
direatly up with their Poſt-horſes to the very 
Forum and the Senate Houſe, and not to deli- 
ver their Letters to the Conſuls but in the Tem- 
ple of Mars, and in a full Senate. 

45. After that, all farther occaſion of War 
ceaſing, he order'd ſome Germans, of the 
Guards of his Body, to croſs the Rhine, and 
hide themſelves a while in fome place conve- 
nient ; and the next day all of a ſudden, after 
he had din'd, to give him an Alarum by Meſ- 
ſengers who were to look as if they were ſur- 
pris a, and almoſt half out of their Wits, that 
the Enemy was at hand. Which being done, 
he itzw immediately with ſome of his familiar 
Favourites, and a Squadron of the Prot9rian 
Horſe to the nexc Wood ; where after he had 
lopt off the Branches of ſeveral Trees, and 
deckt his Attendants with the Boughs, he re- 


turn'd to the Camp by Torch-light, reproaching 
thoſe that did not follow him with ſloath and. 


Cowardice. But for his Companions that had 
{uſtain'd the Brunt of the day, and were ſha- 
rers with him in the Victory, them he honour'd 
with Crowns of a new fort and Name, which 
being diſtinguiſh'd by their ſeveral Reſemblan- 
ces to the Sun, Moon and Stars, he call'd Ex- 
ploratory. Moreover to add to his Fame, he ap- 
pointed certain young Lads to be violently ta- 
ken from School as Hoftages. Within ſome 


few Hours afterwards, theſe Youths were ſent 
away 
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away privately ſome Miles before under a flen- 
der Guard; but then news being brought him 
as if the Hoſtages had made their eſcapes, up 
he ftarts of a ſudden from the Table, and with 
a Party of Horſe purſues the Fugitives; and 
having brought them back to the Camp, laid 
them in Trons as great Tranſgreffors ; no leſs 
vainly and oftentatiouſly playing his part in this 
Interlude, than in the former ; as he, who up- 
on his returning to his Supper, when word 
was brought him that his Party was rally'd a- 
91in and fafe, order'd the Meilengers, in their 
compleat Armour as they were, to take their 
Places at the Table ; and with all admoniſh'd 
them by repeating that known Verſe inVi7g1l, 


Durarent, fecundiſque ſe Rebus ſervarent. 


To Perſevere, and for Succeſs 
Reſerve their Noble Courages. 


In the midſt of theſe Tranſactions he moſt 
| bitterly reproach'd the abſent Senate and Peo- 
ple of Rome, For that while Cxſar was engag'd 
in Battel and expoſing his Perſon to Jo many dan- 
gers, they did nothing but Feaſt and Revel, and fol- 
low their Paſtimes inthe Cirque, and Theaters, and 


at their Country Houſes, wallowing in Riot and Va- 


riety of Pleaſares. 

46. Laſtly, as if he had been going about to 
to hazard the Fortune of a War upon the 
Chance of a ſingle Engagement, having embat- 
telF'd his Army upon the Sea Shore, and diſpos'd 
his Engins to the beſt adyantage, whenno body 
could imagin his defign, he commanded his 
Men to go and fill their Helmets and their 
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Laps full of the Shells that lay upon the Sand, 
which he calPd, The Spoils of the Ocean, due to 
the Palace and the Capitol. In the fame place al- 
ſo he erected an exceeding high Tower as a 
Monument of his Victory, to ſerve as a Land- 
Mark by day, and from whence, as from a 
Beacon, burning Lights might give QreRion to 
Vellels ſteering their Courle along that Coaſt, 
in the Night time. Afterwards having declar'd 
his reſolution to give a Largeſs to the Soldiery 
of a Hunder'd Dencers a Man, as if he had fur- 
pals'd all the Examples of Bounty and Muni- 
ficence that ever were, Go, ſaid he, and bleſs 
your ſelves, go and be Rich. 

47. Then bending all his thoughts in order 
to his Triumph, beſides the Barbarian Captives 
and Fugitives, he culPd out the talleſt he could - 
meet with among the Gazls, and to uſe his own 
Expreflion, aZbeuCi]ss, Such as vere worthy to 
attend a Triumpher 3 and ſome there were of the 
Principal Nobility which he ſet apart in or- 
der to his Pomp : to which purpoſe he - com- 
pell'd chem to dye their Hair red; to let their 
Locks grow 3 to learn the German Language, 
and allume Barbarian Names. He alſo com- + 
manded the Gallies in which he had ventur'd 
Out to Sea, to be carry'd to Rowe, the greatelt 
part of the way by Land. He alſo wrote to 
his Stewards at Rome, . That they (hould make rea- 
ay for him a Triumph, at as little charges as might 
be ; but ſuch a one that the like was never ſeen be- 
fore, in regard the Eſtates of all his Subjefts were 
at their Diſpoſal. 

4.5. But before he departed the Provinces, he 
deſign'd one of the molt horrid and bloody Pro- 


jets that ever could enter into the Head of 
Man; 


Caligula Caxsak. 


Man ; which was to have murder'd thoſe' Le- 
gions, that had formerly mutini'd preſent- 
ly after che death of Auguſtus, and had beſieg'd 


his Father Germanicws and himſelf, , but then an 


Infant. And though he were with great difficulcy 
reclaim'd from ſuch a violent and raſh deſign, yet 
could he by no Importunity be prevail'd upon, 
but that he would put to death every Tenth 
Man. To which purpoſe, having ſummon'd 


the Soldiers together without their Arms, nor 


ſo much as with their Swords by their ſides, as 
if he had had ſome Speech to make to them, he 
caus'd them to be ſurrounded with his Armed 
Horſe. But obſerving that the greateſt part, 
ſuſpeting ſomething more than ordinary, 
flunk away to reſume their Weapons, in caſe of 
any violence offer*d, he fled out of the Afſemb- 
ly and haſten'd with all the ſpeed imaginableto 
Kome,turning all his Fury upon the Senate, upon 
whom he openly threater'd to revenge the Ig- 
nominious Reports that were ſpread about con- 
cerning him. Complaining among other 
things, that he was defrauded of his juſt Tri- 


 umph, whereas he had publickly declar'd bur a 


little before, chat no body ſhould preſume to 
meddle with his Honours. *' 

49. Therefore being attended upon the Rode 
by the Commiſſioners of che moſt ample Or- 
der, beſeeching him to haſten his Return, with 
a loud and ſurly Tone, I will come, ſaid he, I 
will come, and bring this along with me, laying 
his Hand upon the Hilt of his Sword. More- 
over, he declar'd by publick Proclamation, 
That he would return, but oily to thoſe that wiſh d 
well to the Equeſtrian Order, and the People of 
Rome; for that as to the Senate he would no longer 

prove 
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prove either a Citizen or a Prince. He alfo forbid 
that any of the Senators ſhould come forth to 
meet him ; and therefore either laying aſide his 
Triumph, or deferring it till another time, he 
made his entry into the City only after the man- 
ner of Ovation ; and four Months after came to 
his End, having perpetrated moſt Inhuman and 
Prodigious Villanies, and deſigning ſomewhat 
greater. For it was in his thoughts, after he 
had cut off the choiceſt and braveſt Perſons of 
both Orders, to have remov*'d his Court firſt to 
Antium, and thence to Alexandria. And that 
no body may queſtion the Truth of this report, 
there were two little Note-Books found in his 
Cloſer, the one Entitled Gladizs, the other 
Pugio; both containing the Names of thoſe Per- 
fons whom he had deſign'd for Slaughter. 
There was alſo found in the lame place a large 
Cheſt, full of all forts of Poyſons. Which be- 
ing afterward order'd by Claudizs to be 
thrown into the Sea, 1o violently infeted the 
Water, that the Fiſh dy*d, and were caſt upon 
the Shore by the Tydes. 

50. As to his Stature, he was very tall, pale- 
fac'd, but irregularly proportion'd ; his Neck 
and Thighs being extreamly ſlender ; his Eyes, | 
and Temples hollow ; his Forhead large, with": 
a grim Aſpect; his Hair thin, and the top of 
his Head quite bald ; but in all other Parts of 
his Body long and ſhagged. Wherefore as he pat- 
ſed by, ic was a heinous Crime to look down 
upon him from any place that was above him, 
or to name a Goat upon any occaſion. His 
Countenance, -which was naturally ſevere and 
threatning, he made it his buſineſs to render 


yet more terrible by Art, ſetting and ragyos 
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Sicily, notwithitanding he had fo derided, as 
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his Looks by his Glaſs to all the Poſtures of 
Dread and Afﬀrightment. He never had any 
conſtant Health either in Body or Mind. 
While he was a Boy, he was troubPd with the 
Falling-Sicknelſs ; in his Adole/ſcency, patient of 
Labour : yet then, he was many times ſo infeſt- 
ed with fainting Fits,that he could hardly go or 
ſtand, or ſit upright. He was ſenſible himſelf 
of the Infirmity of his Mind, infomuch that 
he had frequent thoughts of retiring to take 
Phyſick for his head. It was believ'd that he 
had been drench'd by his Wife Ceſonia with a 
Philter or Love Potion, which depriv'd him of 
his Senſes and made him almoſt mad. He was 


_ extreamly tormented for want of ſleep ; for he 


never ſlept above three Hours in a Night ; nor 
was that ſhort reſt without the Diſturbance of 
troubleſom Dreams, and Viſions; and among 
the reſt he fancy'd that he ſaw ſomething in the 
ſhape of the Sea that held him in a long Dil- 
courſe. Wherefore he {ſpent the greateſt part of 
the Night in watchful diſorder of Mind ; ſome- 
times ſitting upright in his Bed ; by and by 
getting up, and running from Gallery to Galle- 
ry, continually wiſhing for daylight. 

51. And to this diftractedneis of Mind may 


; juſtly be attributed the moſt of his Vices, 


more eſpecially his extream Confidence, and 


his extraordinary Fear. For he thac fo deſpi- 


cably contemn*d the Gods, upon the leaſt flaſh of 
Lightning or clap of Thunder, would ſhut his 


Eyes, and muffle up his Head in his Cloak. 


Bur if it Thunder'd and Lightcen'd in good ear- 
neſt, then he leap'd out in his Shirt and hid 
himſelf under the Bed. When he came into 


he 
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The LIFE of 
he had done, the Miracles of ſeveral Places, he 
was ſo diſmally terriffd with the ſmoaking and 
roaring of the Mountain Etra, that he would 
not ſtay for day-light, but run away from Meſ- 
ſma inthe Night, as if all the Devils in Hell 
had been at his Heels. And though he fre- 
quently threaten*d the Barbarians what ſtrange 
Feats he would do, yet being to march in his 
Calaſh on the other ſide the Rhine, through a 
narrow Paſſage with a thick Body of Men, 
that were forc'd to diſorder their Ranks to get 
through ; upon the meer ſaying of one of the 
Soldiers, Fhat a Confuſion would there be if an 
Enemy ſhuld appcar, he preſently got a Horlſe- 
back, and gallopp'd full ſpeed back to the Brid- 
ges ; but finding them ftopp'd up by the Wag- 
gons and Baggage, impatient of delay, he 
caus'd himſelf to be handed from one Man to 
another over their Heads, till he thought him- 
ſelf out of harms way. Soon after, news be- 
ing brought him that the Germans were rebell'd, 
he thought of nothing leſs than flight, and for 
the more ſpeedy convenience of a fate eſcape, 
order'd a Fleet to be got ready ; having this 
one Comfort ſtill remaining, that though the 
Victorious Enemy ſhould make themſelves Ma- 
{ters of the 41/ps, as the Cimbri formerly did, 
or of the City it {z1f, which anciently the: Se- 
ones had done, yet he (ſhould reſerve his Tranſ- 
marine Provinces entire. And upon this Puſil 
lammity and Cowardice of his it was, that his. 
Aſlaflinares, after they had ſlain him, gave it 
out among the Soldiers, who began to Mutiny, - 
that he had kilPd himſelf, in a Panick Fear 
_ em upon the News of a loſt 
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[ / 52. Asto his Cloaths, his Shooes, and his 
| Robes of Ornament, he neither obſerv'd the 
Faſhion of his Country, nor Mode of 2 Citi- 
zen : hardly reconcil'd to Mens Apparel, but 
altogether Fantaſtick, nothing would lerve him 
' but the Poetical Habits of the Gods. . Some- 
times he publickly ſhew'd himſelf in a long 
hanging Cloak all over Embroider'd, and iec 
with pretious Stones, with * long Sleeves=down * 4n Fj 
to his Wriſts, which were bede& with ſlump: minare / 
tuous Bracelets ; ſometimes all. in Silks, and his prey 
Waſt ſurrounded with a kind of FarGingale ; 
ſometimes in Slippers; ſfomerimes in Busk&ins ; mar... 
ſometimes in cloſe Trouſes like thoſe of the 
common Soldiers; and many times in Wo- 
mens Pumps. - At other times, and indeed ſor 
the moſt part, you ſhould fee him with his ' 
Golden Beard, holding in his Hand ſometimes 
Fupiters Feretrum or Thunder Shafts; ſometimes 
Neptunes Trident ; and the next day 4:rcuries Ca- 
ducers or Winged: Wand ; and at another time a 
Crotchet came into his Head to crip it along in 
the Habit of Venus. Many times alſo he would 
put on his trinmphal Robes, before he ict for- 
ward upon his Expedition. And then it was 
that he alſo took great Pride to buckle o1 the 
Corlflet of Alexander the Great, which he o:rder'd 
to be taken out of his Sepulcher. 
53. Hz had little or no kindneſs for the LiÞe- 
ral Sciences, but was greatly addicted to the 
Study of Eloquence, though he were endow'd 
with a Natural fluency of utterance : and if hc 
were to declaim againſt any one, or when |: 
was angry, he had his Words and Expretliton: 
at Command. His Pronuntiation allo wz.. 
diſtinct, and che Tone of his Voice clear, 15”: 
that he might be heard at a great diftance :: 
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And ſuch was his Ardency, and the heat 
of his Paffion in arguing, either on the one ſide 
or the other, that he could never ſtand ſtill in 
the ſame place. - A more: ſmooth and Polite 
way of writing he ſo far derided, that of Se- 
neca, who was highly applauded at that time, 
he gave his Judgment, That his Writings were no- 
thing but other Mens Notions clapt together, and 
meer Sand without Lime. He would alſo make 
it his ſtudy to anſwer fuch Orators who had 
ſucceeded with higheſt Applauſe in their Plead- 
ings; and undertake the Accuſations or Detfen- 
ces of great Criminals in the S2nate as his Hu- 
mour led him ; and as he happen'd to be either 
ſoft or impetuous he would either leflen or ag: 
gravate the Offence ; at what time he would 
by publick Proclamation invite the Gentlemen 
of Reme to come and hear him. 
54. Other Arts, and thoſe of ſeveral ſorts he 
moſt ſtudiouſly affeted and practis'd. He was a 
great Fencer and Chariot-Driver, and an exqui- 
fite Singer and Dancer. He play*d at Foyls with 
great Skill : he manag'd his Chariots in all the 
dithcult turnings and windings of the Circus ; 
and he was ſo tranſported with Singing and 
Dancing, that even at the publick Shows and 
Theaters he could not refrain 
” It being the Cuſtom from finging along with the Tra- 
for the People at that gedian, and imitating. his Geſtures 
time upon the Eves be- ©, : ba . : 
fore great Solemnities CFNCT by way of Applauſs cr Dil- 
to ſit up all Night, and like. Nor is there any other Rea- 
this was call'd Cele- fon to be given, why the day before 
brating a Fervigtium 3 he was kill'd, he proclaim'd a * Per- 
wot untike the Maſſes at _. a A : a os cho henefie of 
this time, Celebrated ©8144, DUC pe Ho 5 4s : 
at Midight before the the Licentioutact praRis'd in the 
Mornings of ſolemn Fe- tire of thoſe Vigils, he might take 
Jnvals. his opportunity to be firſt upon the 
Stage. 
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Stage. Sometimes alſo he would appoint his 


Balls in the Night time. And one time among 
the reſt he ſent for two Perſons of Conſular 
Dignity out of their Beds at Three a Clock in 
the Morning ; and when they came full of fa- 
tal Fears and Apprehenſions, plac'd them in a 
Gallery ; and by and by with a great noiſe of 
Fifes and Caſtanets, he came dancing forth in 
a looſe Garment down to his Heels; and having 
danc'd out his Tune, as ſuddenly made his 
Exit. But as ready witted and active as he was 
in other things, he never could be taught to 
ſwim. But where he took a ſtrong Aﬀection, 
thoſe he lov'd and doated upon even to Mad- 
neſs : Therefore he would frequently kits 
Mneſter, the Pantomimick, upon the Publick 


| Stage: and if any one while he was dancing, 


offer'd to make the leaſt noiſe, he caus'd him to 
be pulPd down from his Seat, and ſcourg'd 
him with his own Hands. A Gentleman of 
Rome making ſome diſturbance at ſuch a time, 
he order'd by a Centurion to retire to Oftia with- 
out delay, and to carry certain Letters to King 
Prolomy into Mauritania ;, the Contents of which 
were, 7o the Perſon whom I have ſent, do neither 
any good nor any harm. 

55- He gave the Command of the German 
Guards of his Body to certain Gladiators who 
were call'd Threces ; but compell'd the AMirmil- 
lons to lay aſide the greateſt part of their Arms; 
Columbus a Mirmillion having receiv'd a light 
hurt in a Combat, he order'd a certain fort of 
Poyſon to be dropt into his Wound,which from 
thence he call'd Columbinunz ; for 1o among 0- 
ther Poyſons, the Glaſs wherein this was con- 
tain'd, was found written upon, He was fo 
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addicted to the Party of the Charioteers, call'd | 


Green Coats, that he would often ſup and lye all 
Night in their Stables. And to Cyrhices, a 


 Chariot-driver, at a Revelling bout, he preſen- 
red as a Token of his.Favour, no leſs than 


Fifty thouſand Crowns, for his laſt Courſz 
As tor his Horſe, which he calPd Incitatzrs, for 
whoſe ſake the day before the Circer/ian Games, 
he would always order the -Soldiers to give 
notice to the Neighbourhood not to  make'.a 


noiſe, for fear of diſturbing his Reſt, he built® 


him up a Marble Stable, wich a Manger of 1vo- 
ry, and richly furniſh'd it with Purple Houſing 


Cloaths, and a Collar of Precious Stones to. | 


come round the Horſes Neck : More than that, 
he allow'd him a Houſe and Attendants, with 
coltly furniture, for the more ſplendid Entertain- 
ment of ſuch as ſhould be invited in the Horſes 
Name : and fome report, that he intended to 
have made his Horſe a Conſul. 

56. But in the midſt of all chis Imperious 
Riot and raging Extravagancy, not a few, but 
many Perſons were contriving to rid him out 
of the World. Bur atcer the diſcovery of two 
Conlpiracies, while others delay'd for want of 
Opportunity, there were two Perſons that im- 
parted their defign one to another, and 
brought 1t to perfection, not without the Privi- 
ty of his moſt powerful enfranchiz'd Bondmen, 
and Officers of the Pretcrian Guards. Becauſe 
they found themſelves nam'd as accomplices in 
a former Conſpiracy; which though it were 
talle, yet they perceiv'd themſelves not only 
fulpected but hated by him- For after he had 
tingl'd them our one day, he drew his Sword 
and made a deep Proteſtation, That he was wil- 


ling . 
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ling to dye, if they thought him worthy of death; 
whereby though he did not abſolutely accuſe 
them, yet it was a fair intimation that they 
lay under a Mortal jealouſfie : nor did he ceaſe 
from thence forward to accuſe them one to an- 
other behind their backs, by that means to ſer 
them together by the Ears, and force them to 
mutual Impeachments. When they had agreed 


- upon the Time and Place, which was to attack 


him as he came forth at Noon from the Palatine 
Plays to go to Dinner, Caſſizs Charea, a Tri- 
bune of the Pratorian Cohort, defir'd the Ho- 
nour of being the firſt Aggreſſor : For in re- 
gard he was ſomewhat ſtricken in years, Caims 
was wont-to make him the Mark of his Taunts 
and Scofs; and particularly to deride him for an 
Old and Effeminats Coward ; 1o. that when he 
came to receive th? Word from him a nights, 
he would give him Priapzs or Venzs; and when 


he came to kiſs his Hand, he would reach it * 


him forth indeed, but always in an obſcene and 
unbeleeming Poſture, 

7. There were many Prod:gies that Por: 
tended his Murther. Art Olympia, the Statue of 
Fupiter, when they were pulling it down, in or- 
der. to its being tranſported to Rowe by his 
Command, of a ſudden burſt forth into ſuch a 
laughter, that the Scaffold being looſen'd and 
ready to fall, the Workmen ran away in great 
Contuiton ; at what time there immediately ap- 
pear d a certain Perſon, Caſjirs by Name, at- 
firming, That he was warw'd in a Dream to offer 
up a Bull to Japiter. "The Capitol at Capua, a- 
bout the beginning of March was fired by 
Lightning from Hzaven ; and at Rowe the Por- 


ters Lodge belonging to his Palace. And fome 
Y 
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there were who fromthe latter Prodigy pretend- 
ed to affirm ſome danger was portended to the | 
Maſter of the Houſe ; by the former, ſome re: ' 
markable Murder, as had been formerly com: 
mitted the ſame day upon the Body of Fuliu 
Ceſar. Coming alſo to Conſult the Aftrolo- 
ger Syla, about his Nativity, he aflur'd him, 
That bis end was certainly at hand. In the ſame 
manner, the Prieſtefles of Fortune at Antium 
bid him beware of one whoſe Name was Cz/- 
frus ; for which reaſon, he had ſent to have 
Caſſirs Longinus, who was Proconſul of ' 4ſiv, 
ut to death, forgetting that Cherea's Name was | 
alſo Caſſies, Moreover, the day before he 
was killd, he dreamt that he was in Heaven 
ſtanding by the Throne of Fupiter, who gave 
him a ſpurn with the Toe of his right Foot, and 
kickt him headlong to the Earth. Several other 
Accidents that happen'd alſo the very day that 
he was murder'd, were look'd upon to be no 
other than Prediftions of his enſuing Farte. 
For as he was Sacrificing, the Blood of a Phe- 
nicopter,fpurted all upon his Cloaths. And Arefer 
che Pantomimick danc'd that day the ſame Tra- 
gedy, which Neoptolemus the Tragedian Aded, 
at the Plays when Philip King of Macedon 
was ſtabb'd. Likewiſe in the Comedy call'd 
Laureolns, where the Actor endeavouring haſti- 
ly to eſcape ſome imminent danger vomits. | 
Blood, becauſe no notice could be taken of 
what the Play required, therefore to confirm 
the Praisy, the whole Stage was cover'd with 
Blood. 'Fhe ſame day alto there were great 
Preparations for a Maſque, wherein the Fa- 
bles of Hell were to be untolded by e£gyptians 
and Erhiopians. | | 
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58. Upon the Ninth day after the Kalends of 
February, about the Seventh Hour, being at a 
ſtand whether he ſhould riſe togo to Dinner or 
no, his Supper which he had eaten the Night 
before not being well digeſted, at length over- 
rul'd by his Favourites, he roſe and went torth. In 
the way he was to paſs by an Aparciment where 
certain Youths of Noble Quality, that had been 
ſont for our of 4/ia, to ſing the Praiſes of Caizs, 
and dance the Pyrrhick Dances upon the Thcea- 
ter, were making themſelves ready to begin, 
which caus'd him to make a ſtop, to view and en- 
courage the young Gentlemen : and had it not 
been, but that the Chief of the Company com- 
plain'd he was a cold, he had gone preſently 
back, and ſeen them ac& without any farther 
delay. But here the Story 15 two ways told ; 
for lome report that as he was talking to the 
Boys, Chezrea came behind him, and gave 
him a Mortal Gaſh in the Neck with his Han- 
ger, uttering theſs Words as heſtruck, 


293 


F Hoc age : Mind this ;, and that then, * Which were the words 
Cornelins Sabinuzs, another of the Phi = —_ _ 
COIN and a Tribune beſides, Roman Magiſtrate hos 
eing got before him, ran him quite juft beginning to ſolem- 
tnrough the Body. Others relate, me the Divine Worſhip, 
that Sabinus, after certain Centurions, 9! Juſt reany tooffer Sa- 
who were of the Conſpiracy, had ww. 
remov'd the Croud from about his Perſon, 
came to him, and deſir'd the Ford, according 
to the Military Cuſtom ; whereupon Caizs gi- 
ving him Jupiter, Cherea cry*'d Ontunadeorpe” 14- 
tum, take it confirm'd; and as Caligula look'd 
back, at one blow ſtrook off his Jaw, 'and felPd 
him to the Ground. Where, as he lay groveling 
and gathering up his Limbs, while he faintly 

o cry'd, 
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cry'd, he as yet alive, the reſt of the Con- 
ſ>Iirators fell in, and finiſh'd their work with a- 
bove Thirty Wounds. For the Word among 
them all was Repete, At him again; , and ſome 
ther were who run their Swords through his 
ſecret parts. Upon the firſt noife of the 'Tu- 
mult, -his Litter-Men came in to his Reſcue 
with their Shouldering-Staves, and preſently af- 
ter his G:722ay Guards, who ſlew ſome of the 
Conſpirators, and fome Senators who were al- 
together Innocent. 

' 59. He liv'd Nine and twenty Years, and 
Reign'd three Years ten Months and eight 
Days, His Body was carry d into the Lamian 
(Gardens, where being half burnt upon a Fune- 
ral Pile thar was heap'd together in haſte, it 
was cover'd over ſlightly with a thin Turf, for 
the preient. But upon the return of his Siſters 
from baniſhment, they took up the Body a- 
gain, burnt ir a ſecond time, and decently be- 
towed his Aſhes. Certain it 1s, that till that 
was done, the Gardiners could never ſleep in 
quiet for Apparitions and Viſions that haunted 
the place in the Night. And in the ſame Houle 


where he was kilPd, there was not a Night that 


paſs'd without the terrible diſturbance of 
Nocturnal Phantomes. His Wite Ceſonia was 
kilPd at the ſame time, being ſtabb'd by a Cen- 
turion, and his Infant Daughter had her Brains 
miſerably dafh'd out againſt the Wall. 

60. By this may any Man guels, at the Con- 
dition of thoſe times. For when the News of 
the Murder was ſpread abroad, ir was not pre- 
ſently believ'd : Inſomuch that fome Perſons 
ſuſpected it to be a Contrivance of Cazzes himſelf 


to raiſe a forg'd Rumour of his being mrſs; 
that 


" *% & 
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that by that means he might diſcover the Af- 
fections of the People toward him. Nor did 
the Conſpirators deſign any Perſon to ſucceed 
him. On the other ſide the Senate were 1o 
unanimouſly refoly*d to recover their Ancient 
Liberties, that the Conſuls would not ſummon 
the Senate to the uſual Place of Aſſembly, be- 
cauſe it was call'd Fulia, but to the Capitol. 
And ſome there were who deliver'd their Opt 
nions, that the Memory of the Czſars was tobe 
aboliſh'd, and that their Temples were to be 
laid in Aſhes. And here by the way it is parti- 
cularly to be obſerv*d, that all the Czſ/ars whoſe 
Pranomens or firlt Names were Caizs, came to 
an untimely end by the Hands of Aſlaflinates, 
beginning from him who was murder'd in 


C:cero's Time. 
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Done into Ergliſh by F. P. Gent. 
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IVIA, when ſhe was marry'd big with 
Child to Auguſtus, within three 
Months after, was deliver'd of Dr«ſ7s, 

_ the Pather of Claudirs Ceſar 3 being 
firſt of all calld Decimxs, and then Nero : and 

it was ſhrewdly ſuſpected that he was begot in 

Adultery by his Father in Law. ' Upon which 

the following Verſe was ſcatter'd about by 

way of Lampoon, 


Tots WT Ys a TQunye mud) a 


Bit they, whom Wealth and Fortune does befriend 
Can Children have at every three Months end. 


This Druſzs, while he enjoy*d the Honour of 
the Queſtor and Prztorſhip, being General in 
the Rhetian and German: Wais, was the firft 
Captain of the Romans that ever ſayl'd the 
Northern Ocean. He ic was that made thoſe 
Trenches 


300 The LIFE off 
Trenches on the other ſide of the Rhine, the 
Monuments of a new and Prodigious Underta- 
king, calFd the Drufian Trenches to this day. 
And who after he had overthrown a ſtout and 
hardy Enemy in ſeveral Battels, and driven 
them almoſt into their remote and deſert Soli- 
tades, {ſtill perſiſted in his purſuit, and would 
by no perſ{waſions give them over, till a certain 
Apparition of a Barbarian Woman, exceeding 
the common ſize of humane Stature, forbid 
him in the Latin Tongue, Victorious as he was, 
to proceed any farther. For which Atchieve- 
ments he was allow'd the Honour of Ovation, 
and to wear the Triumphal Robes. Afﬀeer- 
wards his Pretorſhip being'expir'd, and the Con- 
ſulſbip being immediately conterr'd upon him, 
he undertook a ſecond Expedition, but falling 
ſick of a rude Diſtemper, dy'd in his Summer 
Camp; which from thence were by che Sol- 
diers calld Scelerata, or Unfortunate, as long 
as the Romans were Maſters of thoſe Parts. His 
Body was carry'd irom Stage to Stage, upon 
the Shoulders of the Chief Magiſtrates of the 
Municipal "Towns and Colomies, till it 
* Theſe were Perſons was m2t by the * Decaries or SOCie- 
mT _—_— pt fo ties of the Publick Accomptants, and 
ants ant nl of Þy them carry'd to Rome, where it 
the Queſtors, but of all WAS buried in the Field of Aars. 
other Magiſtrates whu And more than that, the Army by a 
were accountable for general Contribution ereted a Ho- 
the publick.Caſp.. And rorary Monument in Commemora- 
for that reaſon they were _. . . 
very numerous in Rome, £101 Of their Leader, with a ſolemn 
and in ſuch repute, that Inſticution, that the Soldiers ſhould 
they were next in Ran&, make a Military Proceſſion round 
ro the Equeſtrian Or- about it every year upon a prefix'd 
a day ; and that the Cities of Galli 
ſhould 
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ſhould make publick Supplications upon the 
ſame occaſion. Moreover the Senate Decreed 
him a Triumphal Arch of Marble to be e- 
rected upon the Appian Rode, adorn'd with 
Trophies, and the Sirname of Germanic, 
both to him and his Poſterity. Beſides he was 
look*d upon as a Perſon no leſs mindful of the 
Publick good, then eager in Purſuit of Fame; 
for beſides his daring Courage in expoſing his 
Perſon to Combats hand to hand, with the Ger- 
man Generals, whom he would be ſure to ſingle 
out in the; heat of Battel; he Enrich'd the 
Commonweal with Royal and Magnificenc 
Spoils ; nor did he diſlemble his Intentions, if 
ever it ſhould lye in his power, to reſtore the 
Republick to its former Freedom. Which was 
the Reaſon, if I may Conjecure, that ſome 
have preſum'd to report, that Auguſtus grew 
jealous of him, and recalPd him out of the 
Province ; and becauſe he did not make over 
much haſte, prevented his return by Poyſon. 
Which TI have inſerted, rather leaſt T ſhould be 
thought to have omitted any thing, than that I 
believe ic either to be 'Truth or Probability ; in 
regard that while he liv'd, Augu/izz lov'd him 
with that entire affe&tion, that he always made 
him Co-heir with the reſt of his Sons, and 
when he was dead, extolPd him to that degree 
in his Funeral Oration, that he beſought the 
Gods, That his adopted Czxſars might be like to 
him ; and that they would vouchſafe to himſelf the 
Happineſs of leaving the World with ſo much Honour 
as he had done; and not contented with Engra- 
ving an Elogy upon his Monument in Verſe, 
which he had made himſelf, he wrote in Piof: 
a ſhort Hiſtory of his Life. By Ant-ia the 
: J ounger 
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younger he had ſeveral Children, but only 
three thar ſurviv'd him, Germanicws, Livilla, 
and Claudizs. 

2. Claudius was born at Lyons in the Conſul- 
ſhip of Julius Antonins, and Fabins Africanus, 
the Firſt of Auguſ?, the ſame day that the Al- 


car was Dedicated in that City to Auguſte. He 


was nam'd at firſt Tiberims Claudins Druſus. 
Soon after, his younger Brother being adopted 
into the Fulian Family, he aflum'd the Sirname 
of Britannicus. His Father dying left him an 
Infant; and beſides that, all the time 'of his 
Childhood and Adoleſcency being forc*'d to 
{tuggle with ſeveral obſtinate Diſeafes, which 
nor only enfeebled his Body but his Mind, he 
never was thought capable of any publick or 
private Employment when he came to the age 


of Maturity : For that even then they were 


torc'd to keep him for a long time under the 
Government of a Tutor ; of which he him- 
felf complains, Thas they had - ſet ever him a 
Barbarian, .and one that had formerly been a Car- 
riers Man to look after his Pack-Horſes, 6n purpoſe to 
vex and corref} him upon every ſlight occaſicn. By 
reaſon of this Infirmity of Body, he was al- 
low*'d to preſide at the Gladiatory Combars, 
which together with his Brother he exhibired 
in Memory of his Father, wrapt up in a long 
Cloak, contrary to the uſual Cuſtom ; and 
when he pur on -his Gown of Manhood, he was 
carry'd in a Litter into the Capiro/ about Mid- 
night, without any thing of ſolemn Cere- 
mony. 

3. However from his Childhood he was not 
a lictle Induſtrious in the Study of the Liberal 


Arts, and frequently gave manifeſt Teſtimo- 
nies 


———— 
—— 
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- nies of his proficiency in every one. Never- 


theleſs, neither by chat means could he attain 
to any Preferment, or perceive the leaſt ap- 
pearance for any ground of future Expectati- 


ons. His Mother Antonia would ofren call him 


A Meonſter of a Man, not fully perfefted by Nature ; 
and = ſhe wad. poſe one for his 
Blockiſhneſs or Stupidity, ſhe would compare 
him to her Son, and ſay, He was a greater Sot 
than her $on Claudius. His Grand-mother Au- 
guſta always lookt upon him with an Eye of 
Contempt, ſo that ſhe never ſpoke to him, bue 
when ſhe could not avoid it; and never gave 
him her advice but in ſharp and written _ 
mands, or elſe by Meilengers which ſhe fent 
on purpoſe. His Siſter Livilla when ſhe heard 
that he would one day come to be Emperor, 
openly and aloud lamented the miſerable 
and unfortunate Condition of tha Roman 
People. | 

4. And that it may more certainly appear 
what Opinion his Great Uncle Auguii#s had of 
him, I thought fit to inſert theſe few Particu- 
lars out of / his own Epiſtles. © I Diſcours'd 
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* with Tiberius, my deareſt Livia, according to * 


* thy Requeſt, what was to be done with thy 
* Grand-child 7:berizs at the Dedication of the 


* Temple of Mars; and we have both con- 


* cluded upon an Expedient how to acquit our 
* ſelves in that Aﬀair: For if he be 4z7&- ſound 
© and perfe, as I may ſay 5agzanz®;, without 
- any defed or infirmity, we ought to advance 
2 him by the ſame ſteps and degrees as his 
5 Brother was advanc'd; but if we perceive 
: him #Xg]-3%, to be weak and infirm, and find 
* him BrEAgpla, x, iis FF owuar@ wy us Þ + 

X * woge 


* Whoſe 
Suppers 


were wont 
to be very 


ſplendid 


and charge- 


able. 


+T Which was that part 
of the Circus, where - 
the Statues of the Gods , 
were placd upon large 
Velvet Cuſhions, and 
afterwards carry'd in 
Procefſon r1und the ſe- 
weral Goals. 

[| Where the Conſuls 
were wont to offer up a 
folemn Sacrifice to Ju- 
piter Latialis., 
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&« \Juzys dgrommray to be deprav'd and maim'd both 
& in his Body and his Intellec&ts, we are not to 
&« give an occaſion to the People to deride both 
« him and us; it being 'cuſtomary with them 
& mr Tolaw rh TxwTew x)  purmieitew, to Icoff and 
« ſhrivel up their Noſes at fuch kind of Over- 
« fights. For our trouble and vexation will ne- 
©yer be at an end, if we mult be always de- 
© bating upon every Occaſion, which the 
« Times require, whether we judge it 
© 1 oecomxapia nwv, Convenient for us to Pre- 
« fer him to Honours or no. But as to what 
< thou geſireſt our Advice upon at preſent, we 
&« 4re-not againſt his overſeeing the Proviſions 
« which are to be made for the * Salian Prieits, 
< if -he will ſuffer himſelf to be ruFd by the Son 
©* of E:lanus, his near Kinſman, and one that will 
* be careful that he fhall do nothing Imperti- 
© nent or ridiculous. But we do not think it 
© convenient for him to behold the Circer 
| &« ſian Games, leaning out of the 
« + Pultinar: For then he will 1it too 
© much expos'd in the Face of allthe 
«Spectators. Nor do we think it 
« fitting he ſhonld go up to the 46 
* ban Mount, or be in Town during 
* the Latiz Holy-days : For it he be 
* capable to follow his Brother to 
« the || Alban Mount, Why is he not 
* made Governour of the City ? 
* Theſe are our Reaſons, my dear 
* Livia, why we fhould come to a 


« certain Reſolution in this Particular, that we 
« may not be aways wavering between Hope 
« and Fear. Thou maylt, if thou pleaſelt, let 
« our 4ntcnia read this part of the Epiitle. 


Again 
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Again in other Epiſtles, © For my part, as 
« Jong as thou art abſent, I ſhall daily invite 
« the young Tiberizes to my Table, that he may 
<« not ſip alone with his Sw{pitizs and Athenode- 
«ys; and I could wiſh the poor Creature 
« would with more earneſtneſs, and with leſs 
« Joftineſs, minus wredews chooſe to himſelf ſome 
« ſole and well-bred Companion and make 
« him the Pattern of his Inutation, to regulate 
© his Deportment, Meen, and Behaviour. 


ATYea Turu Co Ta .nsJulots Nay. 
Or rather | | 
Arya May yy & Toa owsduiols TaYU 


For great is his Misfortune, who diſplays 
But ſmall defetFs, where th' Eyes of all Men gaze. 


* Though indeed when he keeps his Thoughts 
« from roving, 5 * Jus avrs yuan, the No- 
<« ble Generoſity of his .Soul ſufficiently ſhews 
< him to be of the true breed. 

Alſo in a third Epiſtle, « Let me dye, my 
« dear Livia, if I do not admire how thy 
« Grand-child Tiberius, could pleaſe me as he 
« did, when he declaim'd before me. Nor can 
* I comprehend, how. a Lad that talks 4azp@5 
«ſo idly and impertinently at other times, 
* when he came to declaim, ſhould ſpeak with 
* ſo much Judgment and Learning. 

Neither is it to be queſtion'd, but that theſe 
were the Reaſons, that mov*d Auguſtus after all 
to leave him inveſted with no other Honour but? 
that of the Augural Prieſthood, and to mention 
him in his Will only among his Heirs in theThird 
Ds 2 Degree, 
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Degree, hardly owning him for his Grand- 
child ; - while he bequeath'd him hardly a ſixth 
Parc of his Perſonal Eſtate, and bur a ſmall 
Legacy inready Money, amounting to no more 
then Twenty thouſand Crowns. | 

F. Tiberius his Uncle by the Fathers fide, 
when he Petition'd for ſome Honourable Pre- 
ferment, till wav*d the Subſtance of his Peti- 
tion, only he allow'd him to wear Conſular 
Ornaments. And when he was more importu- 
nate for Real Advancement, w:iit him back 


word, That hz had ſent him Forty Crowns in Gold 


Y For the word Sigilla 
comprehends all manner 
of Toys, libe thoſe now 
a days ſold in Yopes- 
Head Alley, and at 
that time of . the day, 
fold in a certain Street 
im Rome, calPd from 
thegencral Name of the 
Toys there fold Via Si- 
gillaria, or the Sigil- 
larian Street, 


againſt the Saturnalia for Gaming Mo- 
ney, and to buy * New-years Gifts for hs 
Friends, Then laying aliuc all hopes 
of Preferment, he retic'd to a private 
Life, abſconding himiclf iometimes 
in his Garden Houſe in the Suburbs, 
ſometimes in Campania, where he 
had a Country Dwelling : and by 
keeping Company with none but a 
ſort of looſe and debauch'd Fellows, 
incurrd not only the old Scandal of 


being a Drone, but the Addirional Infamy of 
being a Drunkard and a Gameſter. 
6. However, notwithſtanding his idle Courſe 


of Life, he never wanted the Reſpect and Ailte- 
ion of the'People, nor Publick Reverence. The 
Equeſtrian Order choſe him twice their Patron to 
manage 2 private Negotiation in their behalt ; 
once when they detjy'd of the Conſul that 
they might have the Honour to carry the 
Body of Auguſtus to Reme upon their Shout 
ders; and another time when they ſent to 


Congratulate tke Contuls upon the Death of 


Scans, Alfo wich he ſhew'd binielf, they _ 


role 
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roſe up, and laid aſide their * Hoods. 


The Senate alſo Decreed, that he 
ſhould be added a Supernumerary to 
the Number of the Auguſtal Fraternity 
of Prieits; which till then were al- 
always choſen by Lot ; and ſoon at- 


* Which were allow'd to 
Perſons of Quality to 
defend them from the 
Weather ; ſach as are 
generally now worn upon 
the Backs of Lawyers 
and Serjeants Gownge. 


ter that, his Houſe which he had loſt by Fire, 
ſhould be rebuile at the publick Charge ; and 
that he ſhould have the Privilege to give his 
Suffrage among the Conſular Perſons. But T:- 
berius the Emperor alleaging his Infirmities, 


\ and promiſing to repair the Deformity of the 


City by the Ruins of the Houſe at his own Ex- 
pence, that Decree was aboliſh'd. However 
at his Death, his Uncle was ſo kind to him, as 
to leave him his Heir of che Third part of his 
Eſtate among thoſe of the Third Degree, with 
a farther Legacy of Sixty five hunder'd thou- 
fand Crowns ; and recommended him beſides 
to the Armies, to the Senate, and People of 
Rome, by Name, aboveall his other Relations. 

7. Under Caizs his Brothers Son, ſeeking to 
win the Favour of the People, and ſtrengthen 
his Intereſt by all manner of Indulgence, being 
calld to Preterment, he held the Confulſhip 
together with his Kinſman for two Months. 
And it ſo fell out, that the firſt time as he was 
entring the Forum with the 'Fafces or Rods born 
before him, that a ſtooping Eagle pearch'd up- 
on his right Shoulder, He was drawn alfo by 
Lot for 2:5ther Conſulſhip againit the next 
enſuing fourth Year, and preſided at the Pub- 
lick Games in the room of Caius, with the Ac: 
clamations of the People, Wiſhinz him all Happi- 
neſs, partly, as Uncle to the Empercr, partly, as 
Brother to Germanicus. 


þ 2 8. Never- 
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8. Nevertheleſs all this could not exempt him 
from the Emperors putting daily Afronts up- 
him : For when he came to: Supper after the 
reſt were fate down, no body was permitted to 
riſe and give him place, but he was glad to 
look about and lye down where he could find 
an empty Room: And as often as he tell a 
ſleep at the Table after Meals, which was his 
frequent Cuſtom, they that were waggiſhly 
given would pelt him with their Olive and 
Date Stones; ſometimes to make the Emperor 


ſport, the Sycophants and Buffoons that at- 


tended at the Table would rap his Fingers with 
Ferula's, and yerk him with Whips to wake 
him; and many times they would put his 
Pumps upon his Hands, as he lay ſnoaring, 
that when he wak*d. of a ſudden, he might 
rub his Eyes with the bottom of the Soles. 

9. Moreover he was no lels threaten'd with 
ſeveral dangers and hazards both of his Honour 
and his Life. Firſt in his very Conſulſhip, be- 
cauſe he was not ſo diligent as he ought to have 
been, to give order for the erecting the Statues 
of Nero and Druſus, the Emperors Brothers, 


he had like to have been turn'd out of his Ot- 


fice. In the next place he was continually per- 
plex*d and diſturb'd with the Informations, 
not only of Strangers, but of his Domeſtick Ser- 
vants. But when the Conſpiracy of Lepidms 
and Getuliczs was diſcover'd, being ſent into 


Germany with the reſt of the Commilſlioners to 


Conegratulate Caligula's Deliverance, he ran a 
great hazard of his Life ; while Caizs fum'd and 
toam'd, that they could find none but his Un- 
cle to ſend to. him, as if he had been a Boy 


that wanted a Goyernour. So that there are 
Bo {ome 


EI 
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ſome who have adventurd to report that his 
Nephew order'd him to be flung into the next 
River, in his Cloaths as he came. And from 
thence forward he was the laſt among the Per- 
ſons cf Conſular Degree that gave his Vote in 
the Senate, being ſtill the laſt out of meer Con- 
tempt, that was ask'd his Opinion. He was al- 
fo Accusd and a Charge drawn up againſt him 


for being privy to the Forgery of a Will, to 


which he had likewiſe fer his Hand. Laſtly, 
being compel['d to give Bond tor payment of 
Eight Millions of Sefterces for his admiliton to 


the Digaity of a Pricithood in the Temple 


which Caligula had erctied to himfeli, he was 
reduc'd to tat oxercam Penury, that when he 
could not pay th: Obigation of his Bond to 
the Treafirer, 2 had not a foot of Land lefr, 
but whac was 1:iz'd by Proceis from the Offi- 
cers of the Exchequer by Veritue of the Cons 

fiſcrition Law. | 
Io, Having thus in the midit of theſe and 
many more ſuch like Indignities conſum'd the 
greateſt part of his Life; at lengchin the Fifci- 
eth year of his Age, .he aſcended the Imperial 
Throne, by a Chance almoſt Miraculous. For 
being ſhut out among the relt of the Croud by 
the Conſpirators againſt Ca:zs, under pretence 
that the Emperor defirous to be private, had 
order'd them to clear the Room, he retir'd 
into a Banqueting-Houſe call'd the Hermean 
Parlour. Afterwards being terrift'd upon the Re- 
port of the Murder, he flipt up into a Cham- 
ber of Eaſement over Head, and there clapt 
himſelf behind the Hangings; where, as he 
ſtood thinking himſelf ſecure, a Common 
Soldier accidentally paſſing by, and diſcovering 
X 4 his 
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his Feet, was refoly'd to ſee who was there ; 


and knowing him, after he had drawn him out 
ready to dye for fear, and falling upon his 


Knees to beg his Life, ſaluted him EMPEROR. . 


From thence he led him to the reſt of his Fellow 
Soldiers, who were yet ina hunder'd Minds, 
raging and fuming, and all in hurry and. confu- 
ſion. However they put him into a Litter, 
ſcarce knowing what they did, and becauſe his 
Servants were all fled, they took him by turns 
upon their own Shoulders, and hoyſted him a- 


way to the Camp, ſad, dejected and trembling, 


and pity'd by the People as ſome Innocent 
Perſon hurry'd away to Execution. Being re- 
ceiv'd within the Trenches, he fate up all night 
among the Soldiers in the Court of Guard, with 
little hopes and leſs aflurance. For the Con- 


1uls together with the Senate and the City Co- 


horts, had poſſeſs'd themſelves of the Forum and 
the Capitol, with a reſolution to reaſſume their 
ancient Liberty; and he himſelf being ſum- 


mon'd by the Tribune of the People into Court 


co give his Aſſent to ſuch Decrees as ſhould be 


made, return'd for anſwer, That he was under a 


forcible reſtraint, and could not attend. But the 
next day, the Senate growing cool, an their 
hearts failing in the proſecution of their Deſign, 
upon the ſtarting of Difficulties, and Diſſenti- 
ons ariſing among themſelves; and beſides not 
able to withſtand the Clamours of che ſurround- 
ing Multitude, that cry*d out for a lingle Per- 
jon, and Claudius by Name, they broke up 
their Aſſembly. And then it was that Claud;- 
#5 ſummon'd the Armed Soldiers together, and 
accepted of their Oaths of Fealty, promiſing 
withal a Donative of Fifteen Sefterces (amount- 

ing 
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ing to about three Shillings) a Man : the firſt 
time that ever the Cz/ars purchas'd the Fidelicy 
of the Soldiers with Money. 

IT. So ſoon as he was fix'd in the Empire, 
the firſt thing he did, was to aboliſh the Me- 
mory of the two days which were ſpent in 
Conſultation about altering the Form of the 
Government. To which purpoſs he put forth 
an Ad of Oblivion for ever of all things ſaid 
and acted at that time, which he molt religi- 
ouſly obſery'd : Only fome few Tribunes and 
Centurions, who had been in the Conſpiracy 
againſt Caius, were excepted and put to death, 
for Examples ſake ; and for that he underſtood, 
they were in the ſame manner contriving his 
Murder, From thoſe things he wholly apply'd 
himfelf to Offices of Piety and Duty ; and to 
prevent idle ſwearing, oblig'd all Men to uſe 
his Common Oath, which he accounted' moſt 
Sacred, and by which he molt frequently 
{wore, BY AUGUSTUS. Hes took care that 
Divine Honours ſhould bs Decreed his Grand- 
Mother Livia, and at the Circenſian Games a 
Chariot for her Statue drawn by Elephants, as 
AuguFftns had order'd before. He inſticuted 
Publick Sacrifices to the Ghoſts of his Parents, 
and in Memory of his Father, Circenſian Games 
every year upon his Birth day, and that the Sta- 
tue of his Mother ſhould be drawn through the 
Cirque in a Matrons Chariot, calld Carpentum, 
with the Title of Auguſta, which his Mother 
had refus'd. Likewiſe in Memory of his Bro- 
ther, which he was careful to Celebrate upon 
all Occaſions, he order'd a Comedy to be ad- * 4ppointed 
ded to the reſt of the Neapolitan * Tryals of 1® —_ | 
SKill, and diſtributed the Crowns and Prizes Hos reſt- 

according 
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according to the Sentences of the Judges. Nor 


did he paſs by * Marcus Antonius, without gi- 


ving him due Honour, in grateful Commemo- 
ration of the Perſon from whom he was de- 
ſcended ; one time declaring by an Edit, That 
he was the more earneſtly importunate for the Cele- 
bration of his Father Druſus's Birth-day, in regard 
it was alſo the day of his Grand-fathers Nattvity. 
He finiſh'd the Triumphal Arch of Marble 
adjoyning to Pompeys Theater, formerly De- 
crecd by the Senate in Honour of Tiberius, but 
till then negle&ted. And as he cancelFd all 
the Acts of Cains, fo he would not ſuffer the 
day of his Murder, though it were the Com- 
mencement of his Reign, to be enter'd among 
the Publick Feſtivals. EO . 

I2. But in aſſuming Grandeur to himſelf, 
ſparing and modeſt, he refusd the Title of 


Emperor, lighted all ſuperfluous Honours, and 


privately without any noiſe Celebrated his 
Daughters Nuptials, and che Birth-day of his 


 Grand-child within the Walls of his own 


Houſe. He recall'd none of thoſe that were 
baniſh'd without leave of the Senate, and 
begg*d their conſent, thar the Captain of his 
Guards and fome of the Tribunes might be ad- 
mitted into the Senate Houſe to attend his 
Perſon ; and that they would confirm what 
his Procurators had . done in the Determinati- 
on of Cauſes brought before them. He alſo 
requeſted of the Conſuls, that he might have 
the Tolls and Privileges belonging to Fairs and 
Markets within the Limits of his own Eſtate. 
He was allo very affiduonſly preſent with the 
Magiftrates at the hearing of Cauſes, as if he 


himſelf had been one of the Counſellors. And 
when 


—— 
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when any of them exhibited any Games or 
Shows, he would riſe up with the reft of che 
People, and both with his Hand and Voice 
pay them that Honour and Reſpect which was 
rheir due. He excus'd himiclt to the Tribunes 
of the People coming to attend him as he fate 
upon his Tribunal, tor that by reaton of the 
Croud he could not hear them unleſs they ſtood 
up. Infomuch that he had won the Favour 
and Afﬀetion of the People to that degree, that 
upon a Rumour of his being kill'd by ſurprize 
as he was going to Ota, the People ran up 
and down the Street all in Conſternation and 
Confuſion, and never left curſing and banning 
the Soldiers as Traytors, and the Senate for 
Parricides, till ſeveral Meſſengers that were pro- 
duc'd by the Magiſtrates betore the RoFra, 
confirm'd him to be ſafe, and not far diſtant 
upon his return. 
. 13. And yet for all this he was not altoge- 
ther free from Conſpiracies, not only threatn'd 
with private Afſaflinations of ſingle Factions, 
but alſo very neer being embroiPFd ia the Mi- 
ſeries of a Civil War. For one time an ordi- 
nary Rufftian was apprehended about the mid- 
dle of the night, hankering about his Chamber 
with a Dagger in his Pocket. And another time 
two of the Equeſtrian Order were diſcover'd 
watching with a Stait-Rapier, and a Hunts-man's 
Cutlace,the one to attack him as he came outof 
the .Theater, the other as he was going to offer 
Sacrifice at the 'Temple of Mars.  Gallzs A4ſini- 
zzs and Statilizrs Corvinus, the Grand-Children 
of the Orators, Pcllio and Meſſala, having cor- 
rupted ſeveral of his Freed-men and Servants, 
were laying the Foundations of new "Troubles 

OO and 
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and Inſurrecions itt his own Houſe. Furizs Ca” 


mwillus Scribonianus, Legate of Dalmatia, was al 


ſo ſetting fire to the Train of a Civil War 
but that Flame was extinguiſh'd in five days : 
For the Soldiers who had raſhly given him their 


| Oaths of Fidelity, of a ſudden aw'd by cer- 


tain Religious fears, repented of what they 
had done; 1o that when they were order'd to 
March to their new Emperor, whether it were 
by diſappointment from Heaven, or by ſome 
unuſual Accident, it ſo happen'd that they could 
n:ither bruſh off the Duſt from the Eagles, nor 
move the Enſigns when they came to pull them 
up out of the Ground. 

14. He held four Confulſhips, beſides his firſt 
of all wherein he was joyn'd with Caius; of 
which the two firſt were ſucceflive one after 
another z between the other two there was Four 
years Interval ; the laſt for half a year; the 
reft no longer than two Months; and the 
tlurd, which never was known of an Empe- 
ror Eefore, only ſubſtituted into the Place of 
another that dy'd. In the Adminiſtration of 
Juſtice no Man more diligent nor laborious, as 
well during his Conſulſhip as afterwards; not 
exculing himſelf either upon his own or the 
Feſtivals Dedicated to his Relations; nor 
would the obſervation of Ancient and Religt- 
ous Solemnities debar him from that Noble 
Exercits. Nor would he always follow the 
Letter of the Law, but ſometimes moderate 
the Rigour of it where too ſevere, and im- 
prove it to ſeveriry where too mild, according 
to what he thought was moſt agreeable to Fuſt 
and Equal. For to thoſe who before Inferior 
Judges had laſt their Suits for want of Form in 

the 
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the Proceedings, he gave leave to renew their 
Actions. On the other ſide, if they were Con- 
victed of any notorious Fraud, then he would 
ſtrain the Puniſhment of the Law, and Con- 
demn them to the Beaſts. 

I5. But in hearing and determining, very 
unconſtant and various in his Humour : Some- 
times Circumſpe&t and Conſiderative ; at 0- 
ther times Raſh and Inconſiderate ; ſometimes 
Impertinent and like a Man diſtra&ted. When 
he was altering the Rolls of the Decurzes, it 
there were -any Perſon call'd upon to ſupply 
the Place of the Judge that was put out, who 
had a lawful excuſe, as a great charge of Chil 
dren or the like, and did not plead it, he 
would preſently diſmiſs him, as a Perſon too 
Ambitious of the Place, and deſigning Profit 
by 'it. Another Perſon being ſummon'd to a 
Tryal before the Emperor in a Caſe that con- 
cerr'd himſelf, and as Defendant afferting that 
the Cauſe did not lye before the Emperor, 
but before the Ordinary Judge, he order'd 
the Cauſe to be immediately argu'd before 
himſelf, to let the World Ics, by the Juſtice 
which he ſhew'd in his own, how Equitable 
he-could be in the Caſe of another Man. A 
Woman diſowning her Son, and the Proofs 
againſt her being very ſlender, he adjudg'd to 
marry the young Lad, and by that means 
brought her to acknowledge what ſhe had fo 
{tifly deny'd. He always gave Judgement for 
thoſe that appear'd againſt thoſe that were ab- 
ſent, never minding whether it were Contempt 
of the Court or any Neceſlity that enforc'd 
their abſence. A certain Perſon crying, that the 
Hands of one that was Convicted of Forgery 

were 
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were to be cut off, he ſent for an Executioner 
forthwith, and order'd him to bring along 
with him a Cleaver and a Butcher's Block. 
A. Stranger being accusd to have uſurp'd the 
Privileges of Reman Freedom, upon a difterence 
ariling between the Advocates, whether the 
Party accus'd ſhould Plead in a Gown or a 
Cloak, as if he had hit the Nail on the Head, 
he order'd that when he was Accus'd he ſhould 
wear a Gown, and when he made his Defence 
he ſhould put on a Cloak. In a certain Caſs he 
is reported to have given his Judgment out of 
his Pocket-Book, That he was of the (ame Opi- 
mien with thoſe who had ſpoken the Truth. Thele 
and fſach like Impertinencies render'd him 
contemptible in all Places and to all People 
wherever he came. Infomuch that a certain 
Perſon excuſing a Witneſs - that he had ſfum- 
mon'd out of one of the Provinces, deny'd 
tiat he could poffibly arrive ſo ſoon; Upon 
which the Emperor demanding the Reaſon, 
the other after many Shifts and Evaſions at 
length made anſwer, Why, Sir, he dyd at Pute- 
oli. Another after he had return'd him 
Thanks for ſuffering a Perſon that was Endited 
to make his Defence, added theſe words, 4nd 
get it xs no more than what is Cauſtomary, And I 
have heard it ſpoken by ſeveral Aged Perſons, 
that the Lawyers would frequently fo far a- 
bule his Patience, that when he was going off 
his Tribunal, they would not only call him 
back, but ſtop him, either by pulling him by 
the Gown, or catching hold of his Foot. And 
that no bodly may think theſe things fo much to 
be admir'd at, there was a certain inconſiderable 
Gree Pettitogger, who had the Impudence to 

| | | reproach 
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reproach him to his Face with this bold Ex- 
reflion x} ov jeu &, *) woegs, And thou art an 
old Dotard and a Fool to beot. And as certain 
it is, that a Reman Knight being accus'd of wn- 
natural Obſccenity with Women, but falſely 
out of Malice ; when he ſaw that Common 
Strumpets were ſuborn'd and fummon'd as Evi- 
dence againſt him, and that the Emperor 
liſten'd to their Teſtimonies, he took the ſharp 
writing Iron, and the Table-Books which he 
held in his hand, and upbraiding him at the 
ſame time with his Folly and Severity, threw 
them with that force at his Head, that light- 
ing upon his Cheek, they ript up a long lic in 
the Fleſh. 
16. He alſo aflunrd the Office of the Cerſor- 
ſhip, that had been long diſcontinu'd after the 
latt Cenſorſhip of Paulus and Plancas ; but with 
the ſame unequal Temper, and variety of ſuc- 
ceſs. Upon a review of the Roman Knights, 
he paſs'd over a young Gentleman notorious 
for his Debauchery, becauſe his Father teſtifi'd 
he was very honeſt to him, alleaging, That he 
had a Cenſor of his own. Another no leſs Vici- 
ous and Infamous for his Adulteries, he diſmiſs'd 
wich only giving him good Advice, Either to 
be more indulgent to his Youth, or elſe to be more Cau- 
tort ; adding withal this grave Sentence, hat 
have T to do to know who xs your Miſtreſs? And 
when at the Importunity of ſome of his Favou- 
rites, he had taken off a Note of Infamy 
from ſome one whom he had ſet down in his 
black Book; Yer, ſaid he, the Blot will remain. 
. On the other ſide, he ftrook out of the number 
of the Judges a Perſon of Conſiderable Quali- 
ty, and one of the Chick Men in the Province 
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of Greece, and reduc'd him disfranchis'd to the 


Condition of a Foreigner, for no other reaſon, 
but becauſe he could not ſpeak Latin. Nor 
would he ſuffer any one to give an accompt 
of his Life by Proxy, but he muſt make his 
Relation with his own Lips as well as he could. 
Many alſo he mark'd with diſgrace for a Cauſe 
of a new Nature, and ſome when they never 
ſuſpe&ed any ſuch thing, becauſe, they had 
preſum*d to depart Italy without his Know- 
ledge and Paſs. And one among the reſt, be- 
cauſe he attended upon a King in his Province : 
alleaging the Preſident of Rabinius Poſthumus, 
who for waiting upon Prolomy to Alexandria, 
though it were to ſecure a Debt which the 
King ow'd him, was impeacl'd of High Trea- 


. fon. He endeavour'd alſo to have branded ſeve- 


ral with Infamy,whom through the negligenceof 
the Examiners, though more to his own ſhame, 
he found to be blameleſs; while every one of 
thoſe whom he tax'd with living unmarry*d; 
or with want of Children, or for their Pover- 
ty, prov'd themſclves to be marry'd, to haye 
Children, and good Eſtates. And one there 
was, who being Accus'd for having laid violent 
hands upon himſelf, ftript himſelf fiark naked, 
to convince him of his Miſinformation. Other 
remarkable Paſſages in his Cenſorſhip were 
theſe ; That hearing of a Silver Calaſh, a Cu- 
rious Piece of Workmanſhip, that was to be 
fold in the Sigilarian Street, he caus'd it to be 
bought and broken to pieces before his face ; 
and that one day he publiſh'd twenty Edicts ; 
of two of which the firſt was, That in regard 
there was like to be a plentiful Vintage, the People 
ſhould take care to get their Tubs well pitch'd ; tie 

ſecond, 
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ſecond, That there as no Remedy againſt the biting 
of a Viper, like the Tuice of a Yew Tree. 

17. He never undertook but one Expedition, 
and that not very conſiderable neither ; but 
which the Flattery of the Senate indeed put 
him upon. For they having Decreed him Tri- 
umphal Ornaments, he thought it below the 
Majeſty of ' Imperial Dignity ; and therefore 
reſolving upon ſome Enterprize that mighe 
entitle him to a deſerved Triumph, he made 
choice of Britain for the Seat of Action, never 
attempted by any ſince Fulius Czſar's time, and 
then in Rebellion, for his protecting certain Fu- 
gitives which they redemanded. Putting there- 
fore to Sea from Oftia, he had like to have 
been twice drownd through the violence of a 
Southern Wind, once upon the Shore of Lg- 
ria, and afterwards not far from the * Ste- * Les Ifles 
chades Iſlands. And therefore marching by —- HICIES 
Land from Marſeilles to Geſſoriacum (or Bow: nent 
loigne) he there croſs'd over into Britain ; and Por- 
where without either Battel or Blood- ſhed, querolles, 
part of the Iſland ſubmitting within few days! #" 
to his Subjection, he return'd to Rowe the fixch #277 Mar- 
Month. aiter his deperture, and made his Tri- : 
umphal Entry with great Splendour and Mag- 
nificence. And for the greater Honour of the 
Show, he not only permitted the Governours 
of Provinces to come to the Spectacle, but alſo + rhe uſe 
ſome that had been long in Baniſhment. And of which 


among the Spoils of his Enemies, he ſet up a #4 always 


Naval Crown upon the t 11 Pereditary 
Pp op of the Palatine ang" 


Houſe, cloſe by the f Civick, to teſtifie his Vi: pproys, and 
cory over the Ocean, by croffing the Brirr:ſh ſer up upon 
Streights, His Wife follow'd next to his Tri-their Pala» 
umpha} Chariot in her Carpentum ; Alter her. 9 
came 
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came thoſe that had acquird Triumphal Ocr- 
naments in the ſame War: The reſt follow'd a 
foot, and only in their Gowns fac'd with Pur- 
ple. Only Crafſus Frugi had the Honour to ride 
mounted upon a Horſe richly Caparifor'd, 
himſelf in a Robe Embroider'd with Palm 
Branches ; becauſe he had had the Honour of 
attending a Triumph of the ſame Nature in a 

tormer Reign. 
18, No Man more ſedulouſly Induftrious than 
he to preſerve the City from Fire and Famine. 
When the eEmiian Struftures were 


* Which was the Place on Fire he fate up two Nights in the 
where the Tickets were % n;;jþjtory, and obſerving the Sol- 


diſtributed to thoſe that 
came to give their Suf- 


diers and his Domeſtick Servants be- 


frages, over againſt the ginning to grow weary, ne order'd 
Flaminian Cirque, azd the Magiſtrates to call forth the In- 
conſeguentlythe moſt pro þ a bitants Street by Street to their 


per and neareſt place for 
the Emperor to be rea- 


Relief; and ſending for ſeveral 


dy for the giving of Trunks full of Money to be ſet be- 


Orders. 


fore him, he encouraged the Peo- 

ple to work hard, by ſhewing them 

how well 'he was provided to reward them as 
they deſerv'd. In a time of extream ſcarcity, 
by reaſon of the Barrenneſs of ſeveral Years 
one after another, he was one day ſtopt in the 
Forum by the Rabble, reviF'd and rail'd at, and 
pelted with Mouldy Cruſts, ſo that he had 
much a do to raake his eſcape by ſlipping into 
his Palace at a Poſtern Gate. Which made 
him ever afterwards omit nothing of Care and 
Invention to have Proviſions brought in for the 
lupply of the City even in the Winter time ; 
propoſing to the Merchants for their Encou- 
ragement a certain Gain, and taking all loſles 
by Shipwrack or Leakage upon himſelf; and 
| tarther, 
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farther, propounding great Advantages to thoſe 
that ſhould build Ships of Burthen for the Im- 
portation of all uſeful and neceſſary Commodi- 


ties, and the advancement of Trade, accord- 


ing to the Condition of every Man. 

19. If they were Citizens, he ex- 
empted them from the Execution of 
the * Papian Law : If Latins he al- 
tow*d them the Freedom of Romans ; 
and to their Wives he allow'd the 
ſame Privileges as to Women that 
had four Children ; which Confti- 
tutions are obſerv*d even to this day. 

20. He finiſh'd ſeveral great Stru- 
ures rather Magnificent than uſetul: 


* By which all Foreign- 
ers were to be expeil'd 
the City; upon the Cams 
plaints of the Embaſſa= 
dors of the Roman Al- 
lies, that they could 
not keep their Inhabi- 
tants at bome by reaſon 
the Priviledges of being 
a Roman Citizen were 
ſo great, 


More eſpecially the Aquedu## begun 
by Caizs ; alſo the Sluce to let the Water out of 
the Lake |} Fucinus; and the Haven of Oftia : + Now La- 
The firſt of which was deny'd by Auguſt to 89 di Cela- 
the Marſ;, though they moſt earneſtly beſought 7” "m_ 
him ; and the other was often deſfign'd, but as wy 
ſoon given over by rgaſon of the Difficulty of 
the Enterprize. He brought: the Coole and 
Milky Fountains of the Claudian Water, the one 
call'd Czruleus, the other Curtius or Albudinns, 
and the River of Ano through Canals of Stone- 
work into the City, and divided them into ſe- 
veral Ponds which he beautify'd with variety of 
Workmanſhip. He attempted to let out the 
Lake Fucinus, as much in hopes of Profit, as 
ambitious of Honour ; in regard that ſeveral 
| Perſons had offer'd him, when he was a private 
{ Perſon, to have undertaken the ſame Project, 
ſo that they might have the draind Lands for 
their pains. With much difficulty he finiſh'd 
the Canal three Miles in length, partly by dig- 
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ing, partly cutting his way through the 
Mountain, after the Toil of eleven years; all 
which time he had Thirty thouſand Men con- 
tinually at work. He made the Harbour of 
Oftia, embracing it with an Arm of Stone-work, 
from the right to the left hand ; and fortifying 
the Entrance with a Mole, the Foundations of 
which were laid deep in the Sea; and the more 
to ſtrengthen it, he ſunk juſt before it the huge 
Veſſel which brought the Prodigious Coloſſus out 
of eZgypt ; and upon Piles driven into the Sea 
erected a high Tower, in imitation of the 
Pharos of Alexandria, with a Beacon wherein 
to keep Fires in the Night time for the Benefit 
of ſuch Ships as ſteer'd their Courſe that way 
in the dark. 

21, He gave great Largeſles frequently to 
the People, and exhibited ſeveral Shows at vaſt 
and magnificent Expences ; not only ſuch as | 
were common and in the uſual Places, but rare 
and new Inventions, and ſome regain'd out of 
the Ruins of Antiquity, and in places where | 
never any had been ſhewn before. After he had . 
finiſh'd Pompey's Theater which had been burnt 
to the Ground, he folemniz'd certain Plays at 
the Dedication of it, and plac'd his Tribunal 
at the upper end of the Seats where the 
Equeſtrian Order had their Seats affign'd, call'd 

| the Orcheſtra, from whence he gave 

* Whic) was generaly the Signal when to begin ; after he 
_— Theater, a5 hq made his Supplications in the 
mw Ws one PpArticus _ ] f X Ve ; IN h d d 
larly built by Pompey CINPIC O e245 OVET NCA, An 
aver his Theater, and thence deſcended through the Pit, 
Dedicated t9 that God all the People keeping their Seats 
a&ſss with awful ſilence as he paſs'd along. 
He allo reinſticuted the ſecular Plays, 
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as if they had been anticipated by AaguZas, 
and not reſerv*d till cheir proper Seaſon ; al- 
though he himſelf in his own Hiſtory declares, 
That thoſe Plays being diſcontinu'd, Augultus long 


after, having made a moſt accurate Computation of 


' the years, reduc'd them into Method and Order. 


And therefore the Cryer was laugh'd at, when 
he invited the People to Plays, which they had 
never ſeen before, nor never ſhould ſee again ; 
whereas there were ſeveral Perſons then living 
who had formerly beheld them : And ſome of 
the Actors who had been formerly Pertormers 
in the ſame Plays, had their Parts alſo in theſe 
exhibited by Claudius. He allo frequently pre- 
ſented the Circen/ian Games, ſometimes interpo- 
ſing a Chace of Wild Beaſts between every five 
Careers. But after he had adorn'd the largeſt 
Circus of all with Marble Barriers, and guilt 
Race-Poſts, which were formerly of common 
Stone and Wood, he aflign'd the Senators their 
diſtin& and proper Places, who were wont to 
ſit pronuſcuouſly with the common People be- 
fore. And to the Tryals of Skill between the 
Chariots with four Horſes, he added the Mi- 
litary Divertiſements of the Trojans, and the 
Panther-Chace, maintain'd by a Troop of his 
Preterian Horſe, Commanded by the Tribunes, 
and himſelf at the head of them ; and for the 
larther Ornament of the ſame Shows, he 
brought in alſo certain Theſſalian Horſe-men, 
that drave wild Bulls about the vacant Spaces 
of the Circas till they were tyr'd, and then 
leaping upon their Backs pull'd them down to 
the Ground by the Horns. Gladiatory Com- 
bats he exhibited in ſeveral Places and at feve- 


Tal Times. He had one Sword-Play Annually 
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in the Pretorian Camp, in Commemoration of 
his being advanc'd to the Empire, without any 
Chaces or extraordinary Preparations ; but anvu- 
ther perfect, with all its Formalities, in the Sepra; 
alſo in the ſame Place one that was extraordi- 
nary, and but of ſhort continuance only for a | 
few days, which he began to call Sportula ; for 
that when he firſt deſign'd it, he made Procla- 
mation, That he only invited the People to a run- 
ning and ſociable Repaſt, where he Iookt upon him- 
ſelf as one of the Gueſts. Nor was he at any o- 
ther ſort of publick Show more frequently pre- 
ſent, or more remiſs and frank in his Humour; 
ſo that when the Money was laid down which 
was to be given to the Vidtors,. he 
© For from one toa bun- would put forth his * left Hand, and 
der'a it was the Cuſtom with the reſt of the People tell it out, 
Left Hand, but on- counting with his Voice, as well as 
wards from a bunderd drawing it with his Fingers, by way 
with the Right. of farther Encouragement, uſing the 
familiar Expreflion of Come my Ma- 
ſters I muſt have ye be merry, and no lefs free of 
his Jokes and Jeaſts, though very inſipid and 
far tetch'd. Such a one was that, when the 
People asking him for a Gladiator whoſe Name 
was Palumbus (or Ringdove) he made anſwer, | 
They ſhould have him as ſoon as he could catch him. | 
And that other, no leſs flat, though pertinent,and 
ſeaſonable, when he had diſcharg'd a Chariot- * | 

Driver from farther Duty at the humble requeſt 

of his four Sons,to the infinite ſatisfaction of the 
People, he immediately ſent abroad little Notes, | 

to put the People in mind, Phat a happy thing it 

as to pet Children, ſince the benefit and, effect of 

their Interceſſuons was ſo advantageous to a Gladia- 
tor. Among other fights, he gave them the P 
| | Repreſentation 
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Repreſentation of a Town befieg'd, ſtornv'd, 


together with the Formalities of the fubmiffion 
made by the Kings of Britam, and prefided at 
this ſame Sport in his Imperial Robes. And be- 
fore he went about to empty the Lake Fucinus, 
he ſet forth the Repreſentation of a Sea En- 
gagement upon the ” xox Lake; and when the 
Mariners ready to begin, cry'd out, Farewel 
Emperor, they who are going to dye, pray for your 
Health and Proſperity, he an{wer'd in their own 
Language, Farewel to ye all. After which 
words, as if he had excusd them from the 
Conflict, not a Man would ſtrike a ſtroke, be- 
ing a long time in debate with themſelves whe- 
ther he intended to deſtroy them all with Fire 
and Sword or no ; till at length the Emperor 
ſtarting up from his Seat, and running from 
one ſide of the Lake to the other, in an unde- 
cent and ſtaggering Poſture, partly by Threats, 
and partly by Encouragement and fair Words, 
prevaiPd upon them to proceed and begin the 
Show. This Spectacle was the Repreſentation 


between the S1cilian and Ryhodian Fleets, con-. 


fiſting each of Twelve Galleys of three rows of 
Oars a piece, and which was yet more rare, 
the Charge was ſounded by a Silver Triton, 
chat roſe by Engin-work out of the middle of 
the Lake. 

22, Some Alterations he alſo made in Cere- 
monies, as alſo in Military Diſcipline and the 
Civil Government ; as alfo in reference to ths 
Preſent Condition of the ſeveral Degrees and 
Orders of Men, both at home and abroad ; 
where in ſome things he refornd, other things 
that were grown obſolete he reſtor'd, or elſe 
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and fack'd, as if it had been in aqual War; 
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made new Inſtitutions. In the Ele&ions? of 
Prieſts through all the Colleges, he never 
nam'd any Perſon before he had taken the 
Oath of the Society. And it was a Cuſtom 
which he Religiouſly obſerv'd, that as oiten as 
any Earthquake happer'd in the City, he or- |} 
Ger'd the Prxtor to ſummon an Afſeembly, and | 
Proclaim a ſolemn Humiliation : Or if any 
Ominous Bird were ſeen in the City or about 
the Capitol, that Publick Prayers and Proceſ= | 
ſions ſhould be ordain'd, at what time he him- 
{elf would march before by vertue of his Pri- 
vilege of being High Prieſt, after he had made 
ſome Pious . Exhortation to the People before 
the Roſtra; to which purpoſe the Streets were. 
all cleard of the Rabble, Mechanicks, and 
Slaves. 

23. And whereas formerly the whole year 
was divided into Vacations, and Summer and 
Winter Terms for the hearing of Cauſes, he 
order'd that thoſe Aﬀeairs ſhould be diſpatch'd at | 
all times of the year without Exception. He 
likewiſe farther Enacted that the Embezlement | 
of Truſts, of which formerly the Magiſtrates 
only took cognizance once a year, and that no 
where neither but in the City, ſhould be liable 
to be queſtion'd at all times, and not only in 
the City, but in the Provinces allo. He like- 

wiſe abrogated that Clauſe of the 
* Whereby it was or- * Papian Poppean Law, which Tiber;- 
11: 9a + unprrary ” had added, as if - Man = Three- 

'.». icore Were uncapable of gettin 
er Fify, Fnen mr Children. He alfo order'd that the 
Conluls only notwithſtanding any. | 

tormer Cuſtoms, ſhould appoint Guardians for 
the Government of ſich as were under Age ; N 
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and that they who were proſcrib'd the Provin- 
ces by. the Magiſtrates, ſhould be baniſh'd 
not only out of the City, bur alſo out of 7aly. 
And as to ſome Perſons he brought up a new 
Cuſtom himſelt of confining them not to ſtir 
beyond ſo many Miles of the City. When there 
was any Afﬀair of Importance to be debated, 
he plac'd himſelf in the Tribunes Seat between 
the two Conſiils. But as for Paſles for Travel- 
ling, and Warrants for leave to be abſent, he al- 
ſum*d the Diſpoſal of them, as Favours, for 
which they that wanted them, ſhould be -be- 
holding to none but himſelf. 

24. He gave Liberty to his Procurators, to 
whom he allow'd Five thouſand Crowns a year, 
to wear Triumphal Ornaments; and thoſe 
that refus'd the Senatoriau Order, he alſo de- 
privid of the Equeſtrian Dignity. However, 


' though hemade open proteſtation that he would 
not make choice of ahy one to be a Senator,that 


was not a Citizen of Rome in three Deſcents, 
nevertheleſs he gave the broad Purple Stud to 
the Son of one whoſe Father had been an Ap- 
prentice, but upon this Condition, that he 
ſhould be firſt Adopted by: a Gentleman of 
Rome. However tearing to be reprehended for 
what he had done, he alleag'd that A4ppirs Clau- 
dias, the Blind, one of the firſt Founders of 
his Family, had choſen into the Senate, when 
he was Cenſor, the Sons of Perſons that had 
been Servants ; not underſtanding that when 
Appius liv'd, and tor many years after that, 
Libertini were ſuch as were made free by Ma- 
numiftion, but that their Children were count- 
ed Ingenui, as being born of Freemen. He en- 


joyn'd the College of the Quzſors, inſtead of 
being 
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being at the Charges for repairing and paving 
the Highways and Streets, ro give a Gladiatory 
Show to the People. And having diſcharg'd 
them of the Care of the Sea Coalts of Oftia 
and Gallia, he reſtor'd them to their Ancient 
Employment of inſpeting the Treaſury 
of Saturny ; which had been committed to the 
Care of the Pretors, or thoſe that had born 
the Office of the Pretorſhip, during that interval. 
He gave permiſſion to S:/anus, contracted to his 
Daughter, to wear the Triumphal Ornaments, 
though he were not yet arriv'd to the Four- 
teenth year of his Age. But as to thoſe 
that were of Age, he granted the ſame Pri- 
vilege to ſo many, and ſo eaſily, that there is a 
Letter extant in the name of all the Legions, 
wherein they humbly beſeech him, That together 
with the Command of the Army, the Triumphal 
Ornaments might be gruen to the Conſular Legates, 
that they might have no pretence to ſeek occaſions of 
Far. He alſo Decreed the Honour of an O- 
vation to Aulus Plautizs, and meeting him at 
his entrance into the City, walk'd by his ſide 
as he paſs'd along to the Capitol, and. as he re- 
turn'd from thence. He alſo gave Gabinizs 

Secundus leave, after he had ſubdu'd. 


* They were eitber the * Chauci, a People of Germany, 
m_ ug apanys to aſſume the Sirname of Chancirs. 
a 25. In the Diſpoſal of his Caval- 


tandr ; or Chauci Ma- 
Jores, now the Dutchy of 


Bremen, 


ry, as to their Precedency in March- 
ing, he obſerv'd this Order, that 
next to the Command of a Wing 
of an Auxiliary Cohort, ſhould be the 
Commander of an Auxiliary Wing of Horſe ; 
and next to the Command of a Wing, the 
Tribuneſhip of a Legion. He alfo inſtituted 
all 
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an Imaginary fort of Militia, which was call'd 
above the Number, and allow'd them a certain 
Pay, though they did no Duty, and had only 
the Name of Soldiers. He alſo forbid the Sol- 
diers by a Decree of the Fathers, to enter the 
Houſes of any Senators, under pretence of 
Morning Salutations. He confiſcated the 
Goods of Libertines, or ſuch as were born of 
Perſons made free, that aſſum'd to themſelves 
the Title of Gentlemen of Rowe. Thoſe of 
whoſe Ingratitude their Patrons complain'd, he 
condemn'd to their former Servitude, and de- 
clar'd to their Advocates, that their Enfran- 
chiz'd Bondmen ſhould have the ſame Juſtice 
done them, if they prov'd unworthy of that 
Relief which the Law afforded them. And 
being inform'd that certain Patrons, impatient 
of the Cure at home, had ſent their ſick and 
diſeaſed Slaves into the Iſland of Eſculapizrs, as 
reſigning them up to be recover'd by Miracle, 
. orelle to periſh, he ordain'd that all the Slaves 
ſo expos'd ſhould be for ever after Freemen, 
and that they ſhould never be ſubje& more to 
their Patrons, though they recover'd ; and that 
if any Patron ſhould rather chooſe to kill his 
Servant than expoſe him, he ſhould be guilty 
of Murder. He made a Decree like- 
wiſe, that no * Traveller ſhould paſs * 7 prevent the Spoil- 
through any of the Towns of Italy, _- x = Highways 
but either a foot, or in a Sedan, or f Wham 4 _— 
elſe in a Litter. At Puteol; and Of? ;a he riots. Such another A 
quarter'd ſeveral Cohorts; as being was our late Carriers 
Towns that were more ſubject than 4% 
. others to Fire. And he forbid all Foreigners to af 
ſume to themſelves Roman Names,but to be con- 
tented with the Names which they had given 
| them 
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them in their Native Countries.In which reſpe& 


* Where tbe Bodies of 
poor People were either 
burnt, or elſe lay un- 
buried ; and which was 
anciemtly the common 
Place of Execntion. 


he was ſo ſevere, that he cut off the 
Heads of ſome in the * Eſquiline 
Field, He reſtor'd to the Senate the 
Provinces of Achaia and Macedonia, 
which Tziberins had taken into his 
own care. The Lycians he depriv'd 


of their Liberty, by reaſon of the 
pernicious Diſcords that endanger'd their utter 
Ruin ; but reſtor'd it to the Rhod;ans upon their 
ſubmiſſion, and penitent Acknowledgement of 
their former Miſdemeanors. But as for the 
Trojans, as being the Founders of the Roman 
Nation, he releas'd them of their Tributes for 
ever ; producing an old Greek Epiltle ot the 
Senate and People of Rome, ailuring King Se- 
Zeucus of their Friendſhip and Allyance, upon 
Condition-that he diſcharg'd their Kindred the 
Thenſes or Trojans from all manner of publick 
Duties and 'Taxes. He expelFd the Fews out 
ol Rome, continually raiſing Tumults and Com- 


T For jo the Heathen at 
that time call'd the Sa- 
wiour of the World ; 
changing the T into E 
by way of Contumely 
and Derifion. And there- 
fore no wonder that 
Sucronius and Tacitus 
mention him ſo irreligi- 
oaſly ; though the word 
Chreftos in this place 
zs not properly to be un- 
derftood of the Perſon, 
but of the Dodrine of 
Chriſt, preacht at Rome 
by bus Diſciples, 


motions, at the Iniſtigation of one 
ft CHRESTOS. He gave the German 
Embaſladors leave to fit in the Or- 
cheſftra, mov d thereto by their Cou- 
rage and Plain-dealing ; for that 
being carry'd into the Theater, and 


plac'd in the Pit among the Com- 


mon People, when they ſaw the 
Parthian and Armenian Embaſladors 
ſitting among the Senators, they re- 
mov*d themlelves to the ſame Place 
of their own accords, affirming they 
were not Inferior either to the one 
or the other, either in Vertue or 
Quality, The Religion of the. 

Druids, 
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Draids, as being moſt * deteſtably K _ they Sacri- 
Inhuman, though no more than on- =_ rn 
ly forbidden to the Citizens of Rowe, yen for the Succeſs of 
he utterly aboliſh'd.On the other fide their Afeair. 

| he took great care to Tranſlate the | 

Rites and Myſteries of the Eleuſmian Solemnities 

from Attica to Rome. Moreover, he order'd that 

the Temple of Venus Erycina, in Sicily, which 

Time had almoſt ruin'd, ſhould berepair'd at the 
Expences of the Roman Exchequer. He made 

Leagues and Alliances with Foreign Princes in 

the Forum, with the Formalities of Sacrificing a 

Sow, and the uſual j Proclamation of the an- + The Ce- 
cient Feciales or Heralds at Arms. But theſe remeny was 
and other things, and indeed the greateſt part 735, When 
of the Actions of his whole Reign were man- _ 
nag'd not according to his own Inclination, 7eqgye 
but by the advice and direction of his Wite, with the 
an his Enfranchiz'd Bond-men. In all places Albans, 
and at all times deporting himſelf fo, as they ona hr 
thought moſt expedient for their own Ad- p;jue cru 
vantage. Doi chow 


. Command 
me, O King, to make a League with the 4/5an King ? The King conſent- 


ing, then the Herald, 1 require Vervain irom thee, O King. To which 
the King, Take it neat and clean. Then the Herald goes and cuts a hand- 
ful of clean Vervain and brings it him, and then asks him again, O King, 
doſt thou make me the Royal Mefſenger in behalf of rhe People of 
Rome? My Furniture and Companions ? To whom the King reply d, 
What may be done without any deceit on my part or of che People 
of Rome, that do. Then the Herald making choice of one of his Collegi= 
ates, touches his Head and his Hair with the Vervain, by which Ceremony 
he is made Pater Patratus, or a Perſon impour'd 'to ſwear to the Ratifica- 
tion of the League, which he as a Solemn and Sacred Perſon does, and nar 
the King. 


26, While he was very young, he was twice 
contracted to two Ladies: "The firſt was Em 
lia Lepida, great Grand-daughter to Ag - 

the 
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the ſecond, Livia Medullina, Sirnam'd Camilla, 
as being deſcended from Camillus the Diftator. 
The former, by reaſon her Parents had offend- 
ed Aupuſtrs, he turn'd off a Virgin : The latter 
dy*'d upon the very day that was appointed 
for the Nuptials. After that he marry*'d Plau- 
tia Urgulanilla, whoſe Father had been ho- 
nour'd with a Triumph; and next to her, 
Elia Petina, Daughter to one who had been 
Conſul. Both theſe he divorc'd ; Petina for 
flight and trivial Exceptions; but Urgulanilla 
for notorious Proſtitution, and fſuſpition of 
Murder. Afﬀeer all theſe, he took to Wite YVale- 
ria Meſſalina, the Daughter of Barbatwus Meſſali- 
2a, his Couſin German ; but her, when he 
had diſcover'd, among the ret of her laſcivi- 
ous Impieties and notorious Proſtitutions of her 
Body, that ſhe was marry'd already to C. Silt 
zrs, after he had conſfign'd the Portion he had 
with her into the hands of the 4uſpices, he put 
to death; and before an Afembly of the 
Pretorian Guard, ſolemnly proteſted, That ſmce 
be had had juch il, Inck in bis Marriages, that he 
would for the future keep himſelf a Widower, free- 
ly forgiving them though they ſhould kill him, if be 
did not continue in that Reſtlution. However he 
could not contain himielf, but fell in Treaty 
firſt with Petizz, whom he had formerly put 
away ; and then with Lolia Paulina, who had 
been marry'd to C. Ceſar. At length not able 
to reſiſt the Careſſes and Allurements of 4- 
grippina, his Brother Germanicus's Daughter, 
and the Privilege of kifling and dallying with 
his neareſt Relation, adding Fuel to his Amo- 
rous Flames, he ſuborn'd certain Perſons to 
move, That he might be conſtraind to marry A- 


grippina, 
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rippina, as being the only means conducivle to per- 
7-4. the oublict Tranquility ; and that there 
might be a Toleration alfo for others to con- 
tract Marriages in the ſame degree, which till 
that time had been always counted Inceſtuous : 
and he was ſo impatient that he could not ſtay 
cill the next day to prepare for his Wedding. 
Nevertheleſs there were not any that follow*d 
his Example, unleſs it were a certain Libertine, 
and a Chief Centurion of a Legion, to both 
which-Weddings he invited himſelf and his Wife 
Agrippina for the encouragement of others. 
27. He had Children by all his three Wives; 
by Urgulanilla,, Druſus and Claudia ; Ant onia by 
his Wife Petina ; and by Meſſalina Oftavia,and 2 
Son, whom firſt of all he call'd Germanicus, 
but after that Britanicus. Druſus he loſt at 
* Pompeiz, choak*d with a Pear, which having * Nw 
tols'd up into the Air, in gaping to catch it _ dell 
again, fell ſo exactly into his Mouth, that it "et 
{tuck in his Throat ; an untimely Misfortune 
to the young Lad, who had been Contracted 
but ſome few days. before to the Daughter of 
Sejanus : Which makes me wonder at the Re- 
re which was then ſpread abroad, as if he 
ad been Treacherouſly taken out of the 
World by Sejanus. Bur for his Daughter Clau- 
dia, becauſe he believ'd her to have been begot 
by his Enfranchiz'd Bondman Boter, though 
born five Months before his Divorce, and by 
himſelf begun to be taken care of ; however he 
causd her to be ſtript ſtark naked and laid ac 
her Mothers Door. Antonia Le marry'd firſt 
to Cn. Pompeins Magnus, atterwards to Fauſtas 
Sjlia, two young Gentlemen of Noble Ex- 
traction. OfFavia he elpous'd to Nero his 
Wives 
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Wives Son, though ſhe had been contracted 
before to Silanus. As for Britanicas, who was 
born the Twentieth day after he came to the 
Empire ; and in his ſecond Conſulſhip, being 
but an Infant,he would frequently take him up 
in his Arms, and recommend him in all his 
Speeches to the Soldiers, and to the People, 
either ſiting in his Lap at the Publick Shows, or 
elſe ſtanding between his Knees, giving him 
his Blefling, and wiſhing him all tuture Pro- 
ſperity in the midſt of the Acclamations of 
the Croud, joyning their beſt Wiſhes with his. 
Of all his Sons in Law, he Adopted only Ne- 
70 : But as for Pompey and Silanus, he not on- 
ly refus'd them that Honour, but put them 
both to death. 

28. Among all his Enfranchis'd Bond-men, 
he had the greateſt Kindneſs for Pofides the 
Eunuch ; to whom in his Britiſh Triumph; a- 
mong all his other Military Officers and Per- 

ions of noted Worth, he preſented 

* An Honour due only a * Spear without an Iron Head. 
bo - ang Courage The next in his Aﬀetion was 
"ag WEE  & MHarpoeras, who by his permiſſion 
4 _ het abs Privilege H being carry'd 
through the City in a Litter, and to 

exhibit publick Shows and Games. Polybins, 
who aſſiſted him in his Studies he highly Ho- 
nour'd, infomuch that he gave him' leave fre- 
quently to walk between the two Conſuls : 
But his chiefeſt Favourites were Narciſſus, his 
Secretary, and. Pallas, the Controller of his 
Houſhold ; to whom he was ſo vaſtly Munifi- 
cent, that he not only loaded them by Decree 
of the Senate with Exceſſive Marks of his 
Bounty, but advanc'd them to the Dignities of 


Quzſtors 
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Quaſtors-and Pretors ; and gave them that utr- 
controulable liberty to enrich themſelves by 
all manner of Extortion and RpIne, that on! 

- day complaining how low his Treaſures were 
reduc'd, rhis nipping Anſwer was made him, 
That he might wallow in Wealth, if his. two Enfran- 
chiz'd Bond-men would but admit him to a reaſo- 
nable ſhare with them in their Gains. 7 
| 29. Being, thus uxorioufly addicted, and 
altogether led -by his Wiyes, and ſuch kind of 
Porins as theſe were, he ſhew*d himſelf. to be 
rather a Servant, than a Prince, diſpoſing of 

. Honours, Armies, Immunities and Puniſh- 
ments, either to gratifie their inſatiable Ava- 
rice, or their laſtful Deſigns ; and for the moſt 
part, for want of Conſideration, not knowing 
what he did. For not to muſter up all the 
Particulars of his revok'd Liberalities, his Judg- 
ments revers'd, his Patents and Grants of Offi- 
ces either forg'd, or publickly alter'd, he put 
to death Appius' Silanns, and the two Julia's, 
the one the Daughter of Druſus, the other of 
Germanicus, for nothing of certainty laid to 
their Charge, and without ſuffering them to 
make any defence for themſelves ; as alfo Cz. 
Pompeius his' eldeſt Daughters Husband, and 
L. Silanus marry'd to the younger Daughter : 
Pompey being 1tabb'd in the Embraces' of a 
young Ganimed whom he moſt paſſionately af- 
feed ; and Silas being compell'd to ſurren- 
der his Pr:57ſhi» about the latter end of Decem- 
ber, and put to death at the beginning of the 
| Year, upon the very. day that the Nuptials of 
 Claudins and Agrippina were Celebrated. 
Moreover he fign'd a Warrant for the Executi- 
onof Thirty Senators, and above Three hun- 
rite & der'd. 
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der'd Roman Knights with ſo much precipitancy, 
that whena certain Centurion brought him word 
of the Death of ſuch a Conſular Perſon, in theſe 
Words, That his Commands were obey d, he deny'd, * 
That ever he gave any ſuch Canna however ſimce 
"rwas done, he approv'd the Fatt; upon the affirma- 
tion of his enfranchiz'd Bond-men, that the Sol. 
diers had done no more than their duty, in run- 
ning of their own accords to vindicate the Em- 
perors Authority. But this is a thing hardly to be 
believ'd, that he ſhould be fo bewitch'd as to ſign 
the Writings for the ſettlement of the Dowry up- 
on-the Contract of Marriage between Meſſal:- * 
za and her Adulterer Silius; yet he was in- 
duc'd thereto by being made believe, thar it 
was only a Contrivance tound out to delude 
the Fates themſelves, and to transfer upon the 
Head of another Man, thoſe diſaſters which the 
Predi&ions of the Southſayers and ſeveral Pro- 
digies had fix'd upon his Perſon. 

30. He wanted neither Majeſty nor Come- 
lineſs of Shape and Lincaments, either ſitting 
or ſtanding, but eſpecially as he lay aſleep ; 
for he was tall and ſlender ; his Grey Locks 
and Sanguine Complexion adding much to the 
gracefulneſs of his Aſpe& ; only his Neck was 
thick and ſhort : Bur that which was the worſt, 
was the ſlenderneſs of his Legs that fail'd him 
as he walk'd : and whether he were in a merry 
or ſerious Humour, many other things dif- 
erac'd his outward Deportment ; as an unbe- 
ieeming way of laughter ; and when he was 
i a Paſſion, what was much more unbecom- 
ing, a foaming act the Mouth, and running at. 


'his Noſtrils, beſides a frammerins in his Speech ; 


and at all times a wagging of his Fizad, more 
elpecially 
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eſpecially if he were buſied in any Action, 
though never ſo ſlight and inconſiderable. 

31. As he had formerly been very ſickly, ſo at- 
ter he came to the Empire he enjoy'd his Health 
ſo perfealy well, that he never had any Sickneſs 
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but once; at what time he was taken with - 


ſuch a violent pain in his Stomach; that as he 
afterwards confeſs'd, he had ſome thoughts of 
laying violent hands upon himſelf, to rid him- 
ſelf out of his pain. 

32. His Entertainments were magnificent 
and large, and for the moſt part in the molt 
open and ſpacious Places of the City, where he 
would ſometimes have ſix hunder'd Gueſts at a 
time. Among the reſt he had one great Feaſt 
upon the Dike which he had made to let the 
Water our of the Lake Fucinus, where he had 
like to have been drown'd, through the failing 
of a Dam, that let the Water out with an un- 
expected and rapid impetuoſity. Act . all his 
Feaſts he had his own and the Children of all 
the Nobility, who according to the arttient 
Cuſtom, were ſerv*'d at the lower End of the 
Table. One time among the reſt, one of his 
Guelts being ſuſpected to have made bold with 
a Gold Plate, he invited him again the next 
day, and caus'd an Earthen Diſh to be let be- 
fore him: He is alſo reported to have had ſome 
thoughts of making a Decree, that it might be 
lawful for any Man to break Wind at the Ta- 
ble; : being told of a Perſon whoſe Modeſt 
Retention had like to have coſt him his 
Life. 

33. He had a Stomach ready prepar'd, and 
that never fail'd him at any time or place ; 


infomuch that as he was hearing Cauſe: in the 
£1 3 Frum, 
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Forum, built by Auguſins, ſmelling the hot fcent 
of a good Dinner that was preparing for the 
Salian Prieſts in the adjoyning Temple of 
Mars, be quitted his Tribunal, enter'd the 
Hall, and fate down with the reft of the Com- 
pany. Nor was it his uſual Cuſtom to depart 
his Dining Room, but with Belly well 
ftretch'd, and his Head well foak'd ; infomuch 
that as he lay upon his Back, and gaping in his 
ſleep, his Attendants frequently put a Feather 
down his Throat, to caufe him to exonerate his 
Stomach. However he ſlept very little ; for he 
generally wak'd before Midnight, and ſome- 
times he would take a Nap upon the Bench, as 
he was hearing Cauſes,fo that the Advocates had 
much ado to make him open his Eyes, though 
they would fall a baulling on purpoſe. He was 
profuſely falacious in his Female Pleaſures, but 
as to the other Sex he never had any Inclina- 
tion at all. He was immoderately addicted to 
Gaming, elpecially to Dice, inſomuch that he 
ſet forth a Treatite in praiſe of that Recreati- 
on; and he would play as he travelFd upon the 
Road, his Chariot being lo contriy*d as not to 
hinder his Sport. 

34. Thathe was of a Cruel and Bloody Diſpo- 
{11t10N,appear'd upon many as well ſmall as great 
Occaſions. The Torments of the Rack and 
the Puniſhment of Parricides he haſten'd with- 
out the leaſt delay, and commanded the Exe- 

Cutions in his own Preſence. Being 
* Whteh was perform'd earneſtly defirous while he was at 7:- 
by tying the Crimmal jy, to fee an Execution after the 
with his'Neck in a fork= , we : 
ed Stake, fark naked, * Manner of the Ancients, and find- 
and whipping hum with 109 that when the Criminals were 
Rod's to Death, bound to the Stake, there was never 
ail 
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an Executioner to be had, he ſtayd with a 
great deal of Paticnce till the Evening, thac 
an Executioner could be ſent for from Rope. 
Ac any Gladiatory Show, whether exhibiced by 
himſelf 'or any other Perſon, if any of the Gla- 
diators happen'd to tal down, whatever were 
the occafion, he commanded him forthwith co 
be knock'd on the Head ; eſpecially it he were 
one of the Retiarii, that he might obſcrve their 
Countenances as they lay gaſping. At another 
time, when two Gladiators had mortally wound- 
ed each other, and fell down dead in the place, 
he order'd two Knives to be forthwith made 
of their Daggers for his. own uſe. He took 
Juch delight in beholding the Morning Com- 
bats of ſuch as were expos'd to the Wild Beaſts, 
and the Chaces in the Afternoon, that he 
would riſe by break of day to go to the Thea- 
ter ; and at Noon after he had ſent away the 
People to Dinner, till keep his place nll they 
came back. And in the mean time upon any 
flight occafion he would ſet the Carpenters and 
Work-men together by the Ears, it he ſpy'd bur 
the leaft defect in any of the Scenes or moving 
Engins. Nay, for want of Diverſion, 
' once he turn'd in one of his own * No» * They were Perſons 
menclators, to take his Fortune with a _— "= = 
wild Beaſt, not ſiffering him to pull Names af Gb Perſons 
off his Gown for hafte. whom they did not know, 
- 35- But there was nothing where- and of whom it was re- 
in he more difplay'd himſelf ro be 4*/ite for them to takg 
fix'd and conſtant, than in ſuſpicion | 
and diftruſt. For from the firſt beginning of his 
Reign, notwithſtanding:the great brags which 
he made of his Civility, yet he never durſt 
came to any great Feaſt, but wich -his Guard 
< 3 | of 
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of Lances, and waited upon by his Soldiers at 
the Table inſtead of other Attendants. Nor 
did he ever viſit any ſick Perſon, until the 
Chamber were firſt choroughly ſearch'd, and 
the very Bolſters and Coverlets examin'd and 
ſhaken ; and at other times he appointed Sear- 
chers to examin the Pockets and Cloaths of 
thoſe that came to ſalute him, who 'ſpar'd no 
body, and many times were very ſevere and 
rude in their Inquiſition. Nay it was but ſome 
years before his end that he could be prevail'd 
with to excuſe the Ladies, and the young Boys 
and Girls in their Gowns and long Coats from 
being ſearch'd and handl'd with no leſs unde- 
cency ; or to permit any of his Counſellors or 
Secretaries to come near him, before their 
Steel Pens were taken from them. In the time 
of the Civil Commotions, Camillus not doubt- 
ing but to ſcare him with the noiſe of a Civil 
War, ſent him a Letter full of contumelious 
Threatning and imperious Language, com- 
manding him to ſurrender the Empire and re- 
tire to a private Life ; which put him into ſuch 
a Conſternation, that he calld his Friends a- 
bout him to confule whether he ſhould reſign 
Or No. 

36. He ſo dreaded the bare and - idle reports 
of ſome Conſpiracies, that he was in a manner 
abſolutly reſoly'd upon a Refignation of his Im- 
perial Dignity. A certain Perſon being appre- 
hended neer his Perſon, as he was going to Sa- 
crifice, he preſently by a Publick Cryer fum- 
mon'd an Aſſembly of the Senate, and with 
Lears in his Eyes and lamentable: Out-cries be- 
moan'd his -Condition, as one that knew not 


where to bs ſecure from danger, and for a long 
| tims 
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time after kept himſelf cloſe, not daring to apy 
pear in publick. He alſo ſlacken'd his burning 
Aﬀetion-to Meſſalina, not ſo much out of any 
reſentment of the daily Afﬀronts which (be 
put upon him, as out of Fear that the ſought the 
advancement of her Adulterer S:1;#s to the 
Empire ; at what time he fled after a moſt 
ſhameful and puſillanimous manner to the 
Camp, ſollicitouſly enquilitive all the way, #/he- 

ther the Empire . as bis or no. 
.. 29. There was no ſuſpition. whatſoever, let 
'the Cauſe be never 1o ſlight, no Informer 1o in- 
conſiderable, but upon the leaſt ſuggeſtion 
buzz'd into.;his Ears, put him upon his Guard, 
and to ſecure himſelf by Murder and Revenge. 
A certain Perton who had a Suit depending be- 
fore him, coming to ſalute him, drew him a- 
ſide, and whiſper'd him a flim-flam Story in the 
Ear, how he had dreamt the Night before that 
:he ſaw him. Murder'd ; and in a ſhort while af- 
ter, ſeeing his Adverſary delivering him a Petiti- 
on, he went /.,again to the Emperor and told 
him, that ſuch, a one was the Man he had ſeen 
in his Dream. -, Upon which the poor, Innocent 
was apprehended and hal'd away to Execution 
without any more delay. In the fame manner 
, was Appizes Silanns put to death; for that when 
Meſſalma and Narciſſus had Conſpir'd his de- 
{truction, they contriv'd it fo that Narciſſus 
ſhould ruſh. tato his Chamber before, like a 
Man frighted out of his Wits, affirming he had 
dreamt that night; that 4ppius had made an 
attempt to murder him. At what time Meſſalina 
lying by his ſide, full of ſurprize and fear, 
calld to mind a Dream that ſhe had likewiſe 
had but two or three nights before to the ſame 
4 4. purpoſe; 
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purpoſe. And hot long after it'was given out 
that Appius did break into the- Chamber ; to 
which purpoſe his Adverſaries, to confirm the 
Report, ſent the day before to him, that the 
Emperor would ſpeak wich him inmediately: 
thereupon 4ppius making all the hafte he could, 
bolted into the Chamber unexpedted by Clau- 
Zitzs ; but then; as if the Dream had- been by 
that accident made good, the Innocent Gentle- 
man was immediately order'd to be impeach'd, 
cordemn'd, 4nd put to death. Nor did Clas- 
dins fail the next day to'give an accompt of 
the whole Story to the Senate, and to return 
Thanks to his Enfranchiz'd Bondman, as to 
one that even in his ſleep wak'd for his 
fecurity. - 
_ . 38; Being conſcious to himſelf how ſubje& | 
he was to Choler and Paſſion, he made his ex- 
cuſe for both by a publick Edi& ; and:pro- 
mis'd, by way of diftin&ion, That the one ſhou[tl 


be but ſhort and harmleſs, the other never. "without i 


Cauſe. And therefore it was, that" Haying ſe- 
verely reprehended the Magiſtrates of O/#ia, for 


. that they had not ſent forch their Barges to 


meet him, when they well knew that hewvas a- 
broad upon the 7zber, as if they had done it 
out of ſpite, and in contempt of his Perfon, of 
a ſadden recolle&ing himſelf, he pardon'd them 
with . fo, much Lenity, as if he. himſelf had 
been fatisfy'd with the occaſion of the omiffion. 


Some that made their Addrefſes to him, and 


prefum'd to approach his Perſon in publick at 


pnſeaſonable times, he thruſt back with his own 


hand. And at another time he fent away un- 
heard, though they had done nothing at that 
time to Giſpleafe him, a Quzſtors ——— 

On any 
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and a Senator, who had born the Office of 
the Prztorſhip, only becauſe the firſt had car- 
ry'd himfelf ſomewhat too ſawcily toward 
him when he was a private Perſon ; the other, 
for that while he was Edile, he had Fin'd ſome 
of his Tenants for i:lling boiPd Meats contra- 
ry to the Law, and had order*'d his Bayliff to be 
whipt for preſuming to juſtifie the Fact. And 
for that reaſon he depriv'd the Ediles for the fu- 
ture of their Juriſdiction over the Victualling- 
Houſes. Nor did he refrain from publiſhing his 
own Folly, as if it had been oniy difſembl'd on 
purpoſe under Caius; and that if he had not 
done wiſely at that*time, by carrying himlelf 
25 a Fool, he could never have arriv*d to that 
Station wherein he was ; and of this he makes 
his braggs in ſome little pitiful Orations of his 
own. Bur he could never perſwade the World 
to believe him, for that within a ſhort time af- 
ter there came forth a Treatiſe, Entitled, 
wogwy avis, The Reſurretion of Fools, the 
Subjz& of which was, That no Man Counterfeits 

Folly. | 
39. Among other things all Men admir'd his 
wantoeft Conſideration and Forgetfulneſfs, or to 
exprels it in Greek, werwelay x} 4Cac:liay, that is tO 
ſay, his want of common Intellects, as it he 
had been Thunderſtrook, and blindneſs of his 
Mind. For fitting down to the Table, ſome 
tew Hours after he had order'd Meſſalina to be 
put to death, he ask'd the Waiters, J/hy his 
Miſtreſs did not come to Dinner ? And many of 
thoſe whom he had Condemn'd to loſe their 
Heads, he would ſend for the next day either 
to Dine, or play at Dice with him ; and be- 
cauſe they did not come quickly, he _ 
| | end 
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fend a Meſſenger to chide them for S/ug-a-beds. 
Being ready to marry Agrippina contrary to 
Law, he would ſtill upon all occaſions, Ca// her 
bis Daughter and Nurſling, and one that was bred 
up and cheriſh'd in his own Boſom. And when he 
was about to adopt Nero into his Family, as if 
it had not been a ſufficient blemiſh to his Repu- 
tation, to adopt his Son in Law when his own 
Son was at Age, he made this blind excuſe, 
That never any of the Nero's had been adopted into 
the Family of the Claudii before. 

40. On the other ſide he was often 1o careleſs 
what he ſaid or what he did, that he never 
minded what or to whom#he ſpoke, nor con- 
ſider'd either time or'place.” For upon ſome 
debate in the Senate concerning the Cheats of 
the Butchers, and ſuch as fold Wine, he cry*d 
out in open Court, And which of you, I would 
fain know, is there that can live without a good 
Aforſel ? And then went on with a- frivolous 
Story of the great number of Taverns in. for- 


mer times, from whence he was wont to have 


ms Wine himfelf. And as an undenyable Ar- 
gument, 'why-he gave his Suffrage for a Cand;- 
date that ſtood for the Quuſtorſhip, he alleadg'd; 
That his Father had given him cold Water once when 
ve was ſick, by which be found a great deal of 
Eaſe. Having 1ntroduc'd a Female Evidence 
into the Senate, This, faid he, was my Mothers 
Enfranchis'd Slave, and Tyre-woman; but ſhe al- 
ways own d me for her Maſter; which I thought 
fit to tell ye, becauſe I have ſome Servants ſtill in 
my Houſe that fcorn to acknowledge me. Nay, as 
he fate upon the Tribunal, being one day in a 
great heat againſt the Magiſtrates of Oftia, who 


he 


i 
i 


: 
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he cry'd out, That he knew mo reaſon he had to 
oblige them ; and that if any Man were at his Et- 
berty to do what he pleas'd, he thought him{clfto be 
the Perſon. Beſides thar he had this Expretfion 
in his Mouth almoſt every hour of the day, 
Vhat doſt take me for a Telegennins, a Change- 
ling ? Me that am lookt upm for a Man of ſo 
much Learning as I am? Beſides many other 
ſuch like weak and filly Expreflions, beneath 
the Diſcretion of a Private Perfon, much leſs 
of a Prince, who to ipeak the "Truth, neither 
wanted Eloquence nor Learning, befides that 
he had been a diligent and hard Student in the 
Liberal Sciences. 

41. When he was very young, being en- 
couraged by Titus Livins, and afliltted by Swlp:- 
ztius Flavns, he took upon him to write a Hiſto- 
ry. But when he brought it to be ſcan'd by 
the Judgment of a numerous Auditory, he 
tyr'd their Attention by his own Impertinent 
Interruptions. For he had no ſooner ſet him- 
ſelf to reading, but it happen'd, that ſome of 
the Benches being broken by the weight of a 
- Corpulent Perſon that was there, ſer all the 
Company a laughing ; nevertheleſs when the 
Tumult was over, and that all was huſht and 
quiet again, he could not refrainever and anon 
in the midſt of his Rehearſal by renewing the 
Memory of the Accident,to give freth occaſions 
of Interruption. During his Reign alſo he 
wrote very much, and maintain'd a Perfon on 
purpoſe to recite them.in publick. He began 
his Hiſtory from the Murder of Cz/ar the Difa- 
tor, but skipp'd from thencs to later Times ; 
, and began again from the Civil Pacification, 


being ſenſible how dangerous a thing it was to 
| writs 
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write the Truth, and deliver his Mind freely in 
relating the Tranſactions preceding; for which 
he had been often rebnk'd by his Mother and 
Grand-mother, both jealous of the Memory of 
their Husbands. Of the firſt Part of his Hiſtory 
he left behind him two Volumes only ; of the 
latter Part no leſs than One and forty. He alſo 
finiſh'd Eight Volumes concerning his own 
Lite, fuller of Impcrtinence than want of Elo- 
quence. He alſo undercook a Defence of C;- 


cero againſt the Writings of A/inizs Pollio, learn- | 


edly enough. He alfo invented three new Let- 
ters, and added them to the reſt of the old 
ones, as deeming them very necellary. Con- 


cerning the reaſon of which, when he had ſet | 
forth a Volume, while he was yet a private | 
Perſon, it was no hard matter for him, when | 


he came to be Emperor, to make them to be 
received in the vulgar Pronunciation. And 
that matiner of Writing with his additional 
Characters is {till to be ſeen in ſeveral Treaties, 
Journals, and Titles of Books. 

42. Nor had he a leſs Veneration for the 
Greek Language, teſtifying upon all occaſions 
his great Eſteem of it, and extolling its Ex- 
cellency. To a certain Forraigner that dil- 
cours'd with him in Greek and Latin, he began 
his Complement, Since you are 5kild its both our 


Languages. And when he recommended Achaia 


to the Confſcript Fathers, he call'd it a Pro 
vince highly wvalu'd by him, by reaſon of the Inter- 
courſe of their Common Studies. And frequently 
he gave his Anſwers in the Senate to Embaſla- 
dors in the fame Language; though many times 
they happen'd to be long and continu'd Ora- 
tions. And as he fate upon the Tribunal, he 

would 
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would repeat ſeveral Verſes out of Homer 
upon ſeveral Occaſions. So that when ever 
he gave Sentence upon an Enemy or a Traitor, 
wherein his Revenge as well as his Juſtice 
ſhar'd, when the Tribune that was upon the 
Guard came to him for the Word, he ſeldom 
gave any other than this Greek Verſe out of 
Homer's Odbyſſes. 


Avrdp” e#mapy rack ore ms merge yarns manu. 


On him that firſt aſſails, nere think it ſtrange. 
By Natures Law, to wreck thy juſt Revenge. 


He alſo compil'd two ſeveral Hiſtories in the 
Greek Tongue. The firſt Entitled Tug3mixar, of 
the ZTyrrhenian Aﬀairs in Twenty Volumes ; and 
the ſecond nader the Title of Kzewraxar or the 
Story of the Carthaginians in Eight Volumes. 
And for the ſake of thoſe Hiſtories, he erected a 
new Muſeum, which he added to the old one at 
Alexandria, and call'd it by his own Name ; or- 
daining withal, that in the one his Tyrrhenics, in 
the other his Karchedoniacs, ſhould be rehears'd 
from the beginning to the end, in a full Au- 
ditory, upon ſuch and fuch days appointed by 
Turns. 

43. Toward the end of his Reign, he gave 
lome Signs, and rthoje not difficultly to be ob- 
kerv'd, of his repenting his Marriage with Agrip- 
pina, and his Adopting of Nero. For that when 
his Enfranchiz'd Bond-man put him in mind of 
what he had done, and applauded his Juſtice in 
Condemning a Woman the day before Con- 
victed of Adultery, he complain'd, That it was 
his Misfortune to have been always fetter'd in the 
Bands of unchaſte Wedlocks, which there was no 


Superior 
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Superior above himſelf to puniſh. And another | 


time meeting Britanicus, and embracing him 
faſt in his Arms, he admoniſh'd him to grow 
apace, and he would give him an Accompt of 

all the Actions of his Reign, ad- 


* Other Editions read ding farther theſe Words in Greek 
a 0 Tpoous Yy FeOETH. 6 coms d" emiyarute But it was Love that 


Bur he that wounds 


will heal. 


rahen from the Oracle 
given to Telephus. 


over-ruPd me. And deligning to give 
him the Gown of Manhood, in re- 
gard his Stature exceeded the ten- 
derneſs of his years, he added, And at length 
Jet the People of Rome have a True Czfar. 

44. Not long after he finiſh*d his laſt Will 
and Teſtament, and caus'd all the Magiſtrates 
to Seal .it with their Signets. But before he 
could procecd any farther he was prevented by 


A Proverb 


Agrippina, whom beſides what we have alrea- 


dy mention'd, her own Conſcience, and daily 
Informers Convicted of many other hainous 
Crimes. It is agreed therefore by all, that he 
was made away by Poyſon, but where or by 
whom adminiſter d is variouſly reported, 
Some ſay that it was given him by Halotus the 
Eunuch, his Taſter, as he was Feaſting in the 
Capitol with the Prieſts. Others will have it, 
that at a Banquet in his own Houſe, Agrippina 
knowing what a Lover he was of Muſhromes, 
preſented him with one more lovely than or- 
dinary that was Poylon'd. No leſs various are 
the Reports upon the following Circumſtances 
of his Death. For many ſay, that he grew 
ſpeechleſs immediately after he had ſwallow'd 
the Poyſon ; and that lying in great Torture 
all the Night long, he dy*'d the next Morning. 


Others affirm that he grew doaſie and fell a- | 


ſleep at the beginning of the venomous Ope- 
ration, 
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ration, and that his Meat riſing in his Stomach 
he flung up all that he had eaten ; whereupon 
they redoubled his Doſe,but whether given him 
ina Jelly Broth, as being moſt proper to ſtreng- 
then his weak Stomach, or in a Clyſter, under 
pretence of disburthening Nature that way, 1s 
uncertain. | 

45. His Death was kept very private, till all 
things were agreed upon for the aſcertaining 
the Succeſiion. And therefore Vows were pub- 
lickly made for his recovery, as it he had been 
only ſick ; and his Comcedians were ſent'for,un- 
der pretence of giving him that Diverſion 
which he himſelf had call'd for, the better to 
carry on their Diflimulation. He dy'd the 
13th. of Ofober, in the Conlulſhip of Anus 
Marcellus, and Acilinvs Aviola, in the Sixty 


fourth year of his Age, and the Fourteenth of 


his Reign. His Obſequies were ſolemniz'd 


with all the Funeral Magnificence beficting an 


Emperor, being aiterwards tranſlated into the 


| Number of the Gods. Which Humour being 


laid aſide and aboli{t'd upon Nero's Account, 
was afterwards reviv*d again in Veneration to 
Veſpaſian's Memory. 

46. The moſt remarkable Prodigies that 
preceded his death were theſe ; in the fir{t place 
a Blazing Star, and the ſplicing of his Father 
Druſus's Monument by a Thunder-bolt ; and 
the Death of ſeveral Magiſtrates of all Orders 
and Degrees which happen'd that year. And 
there are ſeveral Arguments to prove that he 
was neither 1gnorant of his approaching End, 
or any way lollicitous to diil?mble it, For in 


_ hisdefigning and naming the Conſuls, he ne- 
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the 
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the Month wherein he dy'd. And the laſt 
time he was preſent in the Senate he took great 
pains in exhorting his two Sons to unity and 
Concord ; and humbly recommended both 
their Ages to the Fathers. And the laſt time 
he heard Cauſes upon his Tribunal, he declar'd 
more than once or twice, That he was come to 
the end of Mortality, to the great Grief and 
Trouble of thoſe that heard him, and de- 
teſted in their Wiſhes the fatal Accompliſhment 


.of the Omen. 
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. Done into Ergliſh by F. P. Gent. 


ROM the Domitian Race two Illu- 
ſtrious Families deſcended ; that of 
the CALVINI, and that other of 
the e ANOBARBI. The eA&NO- 

BARBI deriv'd their Original and Sirname from 

L- Domitius; to whom, it is reported, that as he 

was upon the Rode returning out of the Coun- 

try, two young Men appear'd of more than 
human Form and Beauty, commanding him to 
carry the Tydings of a Victory, of which 
there was only an uncertain Rumour : And 
that to aſſure him of the truth of cheir Divini- 
ty, they gently ſtroak*d his Cheeks in ſuch a 
manner, that his Hair which before was Black, 
turn'd into a kind of gliſtning Red, reſembling 
the Colour of Copper. Which wonderful Mark 
was as ir were entaiPd upon his Poſtericy ; in- 
ſomuch that there were very few of that Fami- 
ly but ſach as had red Beards, Therefore ha- 
Aazz ving 
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ving been Honour'd with ſeven Conſulſhips, 
ewo Triumphs and two Cenfſorſhips, and cho- 
ſen into the Patrician Order, they all retain'd 
the ſame Sirname; and never made uſe of any 
Pranomens, beſides Cnews and Lucizrs, wherein 
they obſerv'd a more than uſually remarkable 
variety : Sometimes continuing every one for 
three Perſons together; ſometimes altering 
them alternatively one after another. The 
firſt, {econd, and third of the eArobarb: were 
call'd Lacii ; the next three that ſucceeded in | 
Order were call'd Cne:; the reſt took the | 
Names of Lucius and Crews by Turns. And 
here I deem it not amiſs to give a ſhort ac- | 
compt of ſeveral of the Family, to the end it 
may more eaſily appear how ſtrangely Nere | 
degenerated from the Vertues of his Anceſtors, 
that indeed he ſeem'd to retain nothing but 
the Vices of every one, implanted and united 
all in him by a long ſeries of Procreation. 

2. Therefore to trace his Pedigree from 
fomething of diftant Antiquity, his Great- 
Great-Grandfarcher Cnews Domitivs, in his 
Tribuneſhip, having taken a diſguſt againſt the 
High Prieſts, becauſe they had choſen another 
over his head in the room of his Father, tranf- 
ferr'd the Right of admitting whom they 
pleas'd into their Colleges, to the People. And 
in his Confſulſhip having vanquiſh'd the Ale 
broges, and Arvernians, he rode through the 
Province mounted upon an Elephant, attend- 
ed by a great multitude of Soldiers, as if it 


| had been at a ſolemn Triumph. Upon him it 


was, that Licinius, or rather L. Craſſus, the Fa- 
mous Orator, utter'd that ſame noted Sarcaſme, 


That it was no wonder he had a Copper Beard, who 


had 
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bad a Mouth of Tron and a Heart of Lead. His 

Son being Pretor, cited C. Czſar, 1o loon as he 

was out of his Conſulſhip, which he was 

deent'd to have held contrary to the Laws, and 
contrary to the Dire&tions of the Soothſayers 

that gainſaid it, to anſwer his Contempr before 

the Senate. . Soon after he was made Conſul 
himſelf, and then he made it his chief bulineſs 

to have Czſar recall'd out of Gallia, where he 

was General of the Army, and being nam'd 

his Succeſſor by the Faction then prevailing, at 

the beginning of the Civil War he was taken 
Priſoner at Corfinium. Being ſet at Liberty, he 

came to Marſeilles, then cloſely beſieg'd, and 

much encourag'd the Garriſon by his Preſence; 

but of a ſudden ſlipping out of the Town, was 

at length ſlain at the Battel of Pharſalia, A 

Perſon never conſtant in his Reſolutions, but 

of a fierce and fiery Temper. Being reduc'd 

to Deſpair in the Extremity of his Aﬀairs, he 

ſo dreaded that Death which in his -Fears he. 

had ſo much wiſh'd for ; that having: taken a. 

Doſe of Poyſon he threw it up again, and: -En- 
franchiz'd his Phyfician, becauſe he had ſotem- 

per'd the Poyſon, out of his Prudence and Skill, 

as to do him little harm. And when Pompey de- 

bated what to do with thoſe that ſtood neuter 

and adher'd to neither fide, he was the only 
Perſon that advis'd him to uſe them as Ene- 

mies. | 

3: He left a Son behind him, a Man with- 

out all queſtion to be preferr'd betare all the 

reſt of his Race. He being accus'd to have * That x to 
been engag'd in the Conſpiracy againit Ceſar, ſay, being 
and Condemn'd by the * Pedian Law, though a 
be were altogether Innocent, betoak himſelf to ar 
Aa 3 Brutus 
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Brutus and Caſſizs that were his very neer Kin- 
dred ; and when they were both ſlain, yet he 
retain'd the Command of the Navy which was 
committed to his charge; and increas'd the | 
number of his Ships in deſpite of all his dif- 
aſters, till at laſt the whole Party being irreco- 
verably ruin'd, he at length reſign'd it to Anto- 
#izs of his own accord, who lookt upon it as 
an extraordinary Obligation ; and being the | 
only Perſon of all thoſe that were Condemn'd | 


' by the ſame Law, was at laſt reſtor'd to his Na- 


tive Country, and ran through all the moſt 
Conſiderable Employments in the Common: | 
wealth. Afterwards, when the Civil Broils 
brake out again, Antmins made him one of his 
Legates ; at what time he ſo won the Aﬀection 
of the Army, and moſt Powerful Men of that 
Party, whom Antony had diſguſted through his | 
Laſcivious Dalliances with Cleopatrs, that they 
offer'd him the Supream Command which then | 
Antonizs. had ; which he not daring to accept or | 
refate, by reaſon of an unexpeted Fit of 
ficknels, retir'd to Auguſtus, and within a few 
days after dy*d ; not without an Aſperſion caſt 
upon him by Antomizs, as if he had only deſer- 
ted his Party, as not being able to endure the 
abſence of his Miftreſs Servillia Naz. 

4. This Man was the Father of Domitizs, 
who was known afterwards ro be the Purcha- 
{er of the Goods and Chattels left by Auguſtus 
in his Will; no leſs Famous in his Youth for 
his Skill in Chariot-driving, then for the Ho- 
nour of Triamphal Ornaments which he ac- 
quir'd in the German War. But he was Arro- 
gant, Profuſe and Cruel withal ; ſo that when 
he was but Edile, he compelFd the Cenſor L. 

Plancis 
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Plancus to give him the way; and during the 
time that he was Prztor and Conſul, he intro- 
duc'd ſeveral Roman Knights and Matrons at 
vaſt Charges, to act their Parts upon the pub- 
lick Stage, to ſhew what a Command he had 
in the City ; and he exhibited Chaces of Wild 
Beaſts,not only in the Czrcus,but in all the Quar- 
ters and Wards of the City ; as alſo a Gladia- 
tory Show, but with ſo much Cruelty, that 
Auguftins after he had privately admoentſh'd 
him to no purpoſe, was forc'd to reſtrain him 
by a Publick Edit. 

5. By Antonia the Elder he had the Father of 
Nero, in every part of his Life deteſtable. For 
this was he, who when he was a young Man, 
. accompanying C. Ceſar into the Eaſt, flew his 
enfranchiz'd Bondman, becauſe he refus'd to 
drink ſo much as he commanded him; and 
therefore being diſmiſs'd by his Friends out of 
their Company, he found out others: with 
whom he liv'd a Life no leſs Extravagant and 
Enormous than before. Infomuch that in a 
Village upon the Appian Road he drove his 
Chariot over a poor Child and kilFd him ; 
and in the middle of the Forum thruſt out the 
Eye of a Roman Knight for reproving him, as he 
thought, too ſawcily. And ſo perfidious he was, 
that he would often defraud the Goldſmiths 
of the Goods which they had bought upon his 
Credit at the Auctions; and many times dus 
ring his Prztorſhip cheated the Chariot-drivers 
of the Prizes they had won. For which things 
being jeer'd and laught at by his Siſter, upon 
the Complaints of the Maſters of the Vermillion 
Coats and Green Coats, which were the two 
ſides that ran one againſt another, he made a 
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Law, that the Prizes or Prize Money ſhould 
for the future be preſently paid down. To- 
ward the latter end of 7iberizs's Reign, he was 
accusd of Treaſon, Adultery, and Inceſt with 
his Siſter Lepida, but eſcaping Condemnation 
upon the alteration of the Times, he dy'd at 
* Pyrgi of a Dropſie, leaving behind him Nero, 
his Son by Agrippims the Daughter of Ger- 
PMANICHS. | 

6. Nero was born at Antium, nine Months 
after the death of Tiberizzs, upon the Fifteenth 
day of December, ſo exactly at the riſing of the 
Sun, ' that it was faid the Morning Beams 
glimps'd upon Him, before they ſhed themſelves 
upon the Earth. There were ſeveral Perſons 
that made many and dreadful Conjetures up- 


| on his Nativity ; but the Expreſſion of his Fa- 


ther Domitius was a Prediction that ſurpaſs'd all 
the reſt ; who when his Friends came to con- 
gratulate him - upon the Birth of his Son, af- 
firm'd, That. there could nothing proceed from him 
end ' Agrippina, but what was deteſtable, and 
would prove pernicions to the Commonwealth. Nor 
was the future Calamity of his Reign portend- 
ed by any more remarkable Omen, than that 
which fell out upon the day of his Purification. 
At what time C. Cz/ar, being requeſted by his 
Siſter, what Name he would be pleas'd to give 
the Infant, fixing his Eyes upon his Uncle Clau- 
dius, by whom Nero was afterwards adopted ; 
Give him his Name, ſaid, he. Nor did he ſpeak 
that ſeriouſly; but in Derifion, and to the great 
diſtaſte of 4grippina, well knowing Claudius at 
that time to be no more than the Sport of the 
whole Court. By that he came to be three 
Months old he loſt his Father, who left him his 
Heir 
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Heir of no more than a third Part of his E- 


ſtate; nor did that come all entire into his 
hands, the whole Eſtate being ſeiz'd upon by 


his Co-heir Cazizs, and his Mother afterwards . 


baniſh'd. So that being almoſt reduc'd to 
Want and Poverty, he was reliev*d and brought 
up by his Aunt. Lepida, under two Tutors, a 
Dancing Maſter and a Barber. But fo ſoon as 
Claudius came to the Empire, he was not only 
reftord to his Father's Eſtate, but enrich'd 
with the Inhericance of the Eſtate of his Fa- 
ther-in-Law Criſps Poſſienzs. And by the Fa- 
vour of his Mother recall'd out of Baniſhment, 
and paſlionately beloy'd by the Emperor, he be- 
came ſo Conſiderable, that there was a report 
which went currant among the Common Peo- 
ple, that certain Aſſaflinates were ſent by Meſ- 
ſalina, then Claudizs's Wife, to {trangle him as 
he lay taking his Afternoons Nap, as one that 
was thought to ſet himſelf up in Competition 
with - Britanniczss. And there was allo this far- 
ther Addition to the Story, that the ſame Aſlaſ- 
ſinates, being frighted by a Dragon crawling 
from under the Pillow, betook themſelves to 
their Heels. Which Fable was grounded upon 
this, that the Spoils of a Serpent were aiter- 
wards found in his Bed wrapt about his Bollſter, 
which for ſome time after that he wore, by his 
Mothers order, in a Bracelet of Gold upon his 
Right Arm ; which at length he laid afide, in 
abhorrence of his Mothers Memory, but af- 
terwards in the extremity of his Afﬀeairs, 
{ought for again in vain, when they were 
paſt recovery. 

7. Being as yet but very young and hardly 


paſt the years of his Childhood, he was a con- 
| {tant 
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ſtant Performer of the Trojan Exerciſes in the 
Circenfian Games, not without the Applaule of | 
* But the the People. In the * Eleventh year-of his Age 
Twelfth or 1, was adopted by Claudims, and deliver'd to 
| 09a the Tutelage of Annes Seneca, then a Senator ; 
Facitus, upon Which there ran a report, as if Seneca 
| ſhould dream the next Night that he was 
teaching C. Ceſar. Which Dream in a ſhort 
time Nero fulfilPd, diſcovering the Inhumanit 
of his Nature by the firſt Experiments whic 
he was able to give. For he endeavour'd to per- | 
ſwade his Father that Britannicus was a Baſtard, | 
taking it in great Indignarion, that after his 
Adoption, his Brother ſhould ſalute him by the ' 
Name of e/fnobarbrs, as he was wont to do. | 
Alſo he appeard in open Court as an Evi | 
dence againſt his Aunt Lepida, to gratifie his | 
Mother, who proſecuted her with great feveri- 
ty. Being admitred to exerciſe his Parts in the 
Forum, he promiſs'd a Largeſs fo the People, 
and a Donative to the Soldiers. And having 
Proclaim'd a Solemn Turnament to gratifie 
the Pretorians, he rode before them to the Bar- 
riers with a Target upon his Arm ; which done, 
he return'd his molt humble Thanks to his Fa- 
ther in the Senate, for all his Favours. More- 
over when he was made Conſul, he pleaded be- 
fore the Emperor for the Bononians in Latin, and 
tor the Rhodians and Iienſes in Greek, He be- 
gan to exerciſe his Jurisdidtion as Governour of 
the City, in the Latin Holy-days, at what time 
the moſt Celebrated Lawyers brought before 
him, not ſhort and eafie Cauſes, remoy'd out of 
other Courts on purpoſe, but ſuch as were of 
great Moment, and no leſs difficult to determin, 
contrary to the expreſs Command of Claudirs. 


Not 
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Not long after he marry'd his Wife Ofavza, 
and exhibited Circeyſian Games, and ſeveral 
Chaces of wild Beaſts for the Safety and Pro- 
ſperity of Claudius. 

8. Being now Seventeen years of Age, ſo 
ſoon as the Death of Claudius was made Pub- 
lick, between the Sixth and Seventh Hour, 
he made his appearance among the Guards (tor 
ſach were the dire Prognoſtick's that ſhew'd 
themſelves all the reſt of the day, that he durſt 
not Enterprize ſo great and doubtful an Attempt 
till more Auſpicious Signs appear'd) but then 
all things fell out ſo luckily, that he was fſalu- 


_ ted Emperor before the Steps aſcending to his 


Palace ; and from thence carry'd in a Litter to 
the Camp, where the Soldiers being haſtily 
lummon'd together, after a ſhort Speech, he 
hurry*d away to the Senate, and ſtaid there till 
the Evenings and of all thoſe vaſt Honours and 
Titl&*which were heap'd upon him, refuſing 


none but that of FATHER OF HIS COUN- 


Word, he gave him Optima Mater, or his Beſt 
: | Mother ;; 
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Mother ; and after that, was many times feen to 
ride publicklv with her in the ſame Litter. He 
ſent a Colony to Antium; to which purpole he 
cull'd out all the Veterane Soldiers of his 
Guards, and order'd the moſt wealthy of the 
Centurions co remove their Habitations and go 
along with them; and for their farther conve- 
nience made them a Haxbour at a prodigious 
Expence. 

10. And to give yet farther and more aſſu- 
red Teſtimonies of his Inclinations, he made a 
folemn Proteſtation, To Govern according to the 
Aodel of Auguſtus, omitting no occation or 
opportunity to ſhew his Liberality, his Cle- 
mency and his Aﬀability. Taxes that lay hea- 


vy upon the People he either quite aboliſh'd, 


or reduc'd them to a Moderate Aſfelsment. 


He recuc'd the Rewards due to Intormers upon 


the Papian Law to a fourth Part. Among the 
People he diſtributed a Dole of 400 Seſterces a 
Man; and to ſuch of the Senators who were 
Nobly deſcended, but yet, were Poor, he al- 
tow'd annual Penſions ; which to ſome that he 
more particularly favour'd, he advanc'd to the 
value of Twelve thouſand five hunde:r'd 
Crowns a year; beſides a Monthly Benevo- 
lence of Corn to the Pretorian Bands. And 
being deſir'd to Subſcribe a Warrant for the 
Execution of a Condemn'd Perſon, What would 
T give, 1aid he, that I had never learnt to write or 
read | Flis Memory was ſuch, that he would ſa- 
lute all the Members of the ſeveral Orders of 
the City by their Names. And when the Se- 
nate return'd him Thanks for- his Excellent Ad- 
miniſtration of the Government, he made An- 
iwer, Let me firſt deſerve it. He admitted the 

Com: 
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Common People to his Exerciſes in the Field ; 
he Declaim'd frequently in Publick; and he 
rehearsd Verſes of his own making, not only 
in private at home, but in the open Theater, 
with ſo much Univerſal Applauſe and Congra- 
tulation, that upon one of his Rehearſals, there 
was a Solemn Thankſgiving to the Gods De- 
creed, and a farther Edie, that Part of the 
Verſes ſhould be Conſecrated in Letters of 
Gold to Fupiter Capitolinns. 

Ii. Many were the Shows and Plays, which 
he preſented for the Recreation of the People, 
and of various forts; as Fuvenal Paſtimes and 
Circenſian Games; Stage-Plays, and Gladiatory 
Combats. To his Tuvenal Sports he invited 
all the Old Men of Conſular Degree, toge- 
ther with the Ancient Ladies and Matrons. In 
the Circenſian Games he appointed Seats for the 
Roman Gentry, where they might fic private 
and apart from the Multitude. In che Plays, 
which becauſe they were Inſticuted for che E- 
ternity of the Empire, he would have to be 
call'd Maximi, there were ſeveral Perſons of 
both Orders, Senatorian and Equeſtrian, and of 
both Sexes that Adted their Parcs. Among 
the reſt there was a moſt noted Roman Knight 
that rode upon an Elephant {wiftly walking 
upon a long Cable, like a Rope-dancer, in the 
Place where thoſe Activities us*'d to be ſhown. 
There was alſo Acted a Comedy diſplaying the 
Humours of the Romans, Written by Afranius, 
_ and calld the Conflagration, in which the Actors 
were permitted to rifle the Houſe as it was 
| burning, and to carry away what Houſhold- 

ſtuff they pleas'd. And all the while theſe 
Paſtimes continu'd, Thouſands alſo of Tickets 
were 
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were daily flung about among the People, for 2 

thouſand ſeveral forts of Preſents 3 as Birds of 

all ſorts, Corn, Garments, Gold, Silver, Jewels, 

Pearls, Pictures, Slaves, Horſes, and other 

tame Beaſts ; and laſtly in ſome Tickets were 

I, Ships, Houſes, and whole Fields of 
and. 

12. Theſe Plays he beheid from a Box that 
was built juſt before the Stage. At the Gladia- 
tory Combat which he preſented in. the Wood- 
den Amphitheater, which he Ere&ed within 
leſs than a year, he would not ſuffer any Man 
to be kilPd, not ſo much as thoſe that were 
Condemn'd. He perſwaded into the Liſts For- 
ty Senators and Fifty Roman Knights to fight 
at Sharpes ; and others of both Orders of good 
Reputations and Eſtates, to fight with wild 
Beaſts, and to other Drudgeries of the Common 
Pit. Which as it fatisfy'd his Oftentation, 
was no leſs pleaſing to thoſe that lookt upon it 
as an obligation to their Prince. He alſo exhi- 
bited the Repreſentation of a Sea-fight upon 
the ſalt Water, filÞd the while with Sea Mon- 
ſters rowling up and down. But the more 
quaint ſort he delighted with his Pyrrhick Dan 
ces, perform 'd by a number of young Gentle- 
men ſent for from beyond Sea ; upon whom at- 
ter they had done, he beſtow'd the Freedom of 
the City, and gave them the Patents for Con- 
firniation of their Privileges under his Hand 
and Seal. In oneof theſe Pyrrhick Maſques it 
was ſo contriv'd that a Bull ſhould leap Paſiphae 
enclos'd in a Woodden Machine, repreſenting 
the ſhape of a Cow ; ſo naturally done, that 
many of the Spectators beliey'd it to be real. 


In the Repreſentation of Tcarzs, the Actor that 
, Perſonated 
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Perſonated him, upon his firit Attempt to flye, 
unfortunately fell down juſt by the Emperors 
Couch, and beſprinkPd him with his Blood. 
For he was wont very ſeldom to preſide at theſe 
kind of Sports, but as he lay upon his Couch he 
beheld them for the moſt part looking through 
little Lattices; though many times he would 
order the Windows to be flung open the whole 
| breadth of the Gallery and ſhew himſelf in fall 


view. Moreover he was the firſt that ever In-' 


ſtituted the Tryals of Skill once in Five years, 
| after the manner of the Greeks, and where the 
Conteſts for the Prizes were the ſame in Mu- 
ſick, Wreſtling and Racing ; which he call'd 
by the Name of Neroniana. In order to 
which, having dedicated his Baths, and a 
Place peculiar for his Exerciſes, he allow'd a 
certain quantity -of Oil, gratz, for the uſe of 
the Senators and Gentlemen. He alſo appoir- 
ted Conſular Magiſtrates to preſide by Lot as 
Judges of the Conteſts, and thoſe to lit in the 
Pretors Seats. Then he deſcended into the Or- 
cheſtra among the Senators, where the Garland 
that was prepar'd for the Reward of the Per- 
ſon that had obtain'd the Vieory, either in 
Latin Proſe or Verſe, for which the moit Emi- 
nent Perſons in the City contended, being by 
their conſent adzudg'd to himſelf, he was pleas'd 
© accept it. But as for the Harp that was 
brought to him by the Judges, he ador'd it, 
and order'd it to be carry'd to the Statue of 
Auguſtzs, Upon the day that he expos'd the 
Gymnick Sights, between the Preparations for 
Sacrificing the Ox, he ſhav'd his Beard the firſt 


time, and put the Hair into a Box of pure * 


Gold enchas'd with Precious Stones, and Con- 
lecrated 
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fecrated it to Fupiter Capitolinus. He alſo invr 
ted the Veſtal Virgins to fee his Wreſtlers ; in 
imitation of the Greeks who permitted the 
Prieſteſſes of Ceres to behold thole Paſtimes at 
Olympia. | 

12. Nor will it be amiſs among the reſt of 
his Shows, to relate the Entry which Trridate; 
made into the City. Him, as being King of 
Armenia, after he had invited with large Pro-| 
miſes to Roze, he deſign'd to ſhew to the Pe 
ple ; but the day, by publick Proclamation ap- 
pointed for his Reception, being put off by 
reaſon of the mizling Weather, upon the firſt 


_ fair Weather he produc'd him. To which pur- 


poſe, having plac'd his Armed Cohorts about 
the Temples adjoyning to the Forum, he ſex 
ted himſelf, Adorn'd with his Triumphal | 
Robes, upon a Throne of Ivory in the midft 
of his Military Enfigns and Banners ; and firſt 
as the King paſs'd under the Declivicy of the 
Scaffold, he admitted him to fall at kis Knees; 
but immediately raisd him up with his Right 
Hand and kiſs'd him. Then taking off the 7:| 
ara from the ſubmiſſive Prince's Head, he ft] 
the Regal Diadem in its place, a Perſon of 
Pretorian Degree, both Interpreter. and Cryer, 
pronouncing aloud to the ſurrounding Multi 
tude the Words of the Suppliant King. Thence 
conducting him into the Theater ,.. where 
the King again renew'd his ſubmiſſive Cere- 
monies, he plac'd him at his right Hand. For 
which being ſaluted Emperor, after he had 
fent his Laurel-wreath to the Capitol, he ſhut up 


_ the Temple of Fanus, in Token that there was 


neither any War in agitation, nor any Remaitr 
der of War to diſturb the Univerſal Tranquility 
of the Empire. | 14. He 
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14. He held four Conſulſhips ; the firit for 
two Months; the ſecond and laſt for tix 


Months ; and the third for four Months. The 
two middlemoſt he held ſucceflively one atter 


_ the other; the other two, ſome years diſtance , 


intervening. | 
I5. In the ordinary Adminiſtration of Ju- 


ſtice he rarely gave any Anſwer to the Motions 
of Petitions of Advocates till the next day, and 
that in writing. In hearing of Cauſes he ob- 
ſerv'd this Method, to continue the Cauſes in 
the ſame order they were brought into Court, 
and fo to diſpatch them in their Turns. But as 
often as he retir'd to deliberate, he never deba- 
ted the Matter with others, but after he had 
privately read the Opinions of all the Jadges de- 
liver'd him in writing, he pronounc*d Sentence 
according to his own Fancy, as if it had been 
according to the Judgment of all the reft. It 


was a long time before he could be perſwaded 


to admit the Sons of Perſons not born free into 
the Senate, and to thoſe that had been admitted 
by his Predeceſlors he refus'd all Employments 
of Honour, All ſupernumerary Candidates, to the 


_ end they might the more patiently brook the 


delay of their Preferment, he advyanc'd to 


Commands in the Legivns. And for the Con- 


{ulſhip, he conferr'd it generally for ſix Months ; 
but if either of the Conſuls died before the Ca- 
lends of Faruary, he never ſubſtitured another in 
his room ; exploding the Prefident of Caninizs 
Rebilzs, a Conſul for one day. 'The Triumphal 
Ornaments, and thoſe of the Queſftorian Digni- 
ty, he vouchſaf'd alſo to fome of the Eque- 
ftrian Order, though they never had deſerv'd 
them by any remarkable Acrchievement in the 
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Wars. The Accounts of certain Afﬀairs which | 
he ſent to the Senate, he order'd the Conſuls | 
to communicate and open to the Court, ta- 
king no notice of the Quzftors, whole particu- 


. lar Office it was to do it. 
16. After the burning of the City, he inven- 
ted a new Form of building the Houſes, con- 
triving it ſo, that there ſhould be Porticos or 


* For in regard the 
Houſes were not built 
Contiguous, the ' Space 
of Ground upon which 
every Houſe was built 
was call'd an Tſland. 

T Tacirus ſays he Pro- 
mis'd indeed to build 
them, but never ful- 
fild his Word, 


{mall Gate-houſes, built at a ſmall di- 
ſtance before every Houle or * Iſland, 
upon the Battlements of which they 
might ſtand to keep off the Fire from 
the reſt of the Building : And thoſe he 
j built at his own Charges. He had a 
deſign to have extended the Walls of 
the City as far as Ofia, and to have 
brought the Sea by means of a Canal 


to the old City. And indeed many 
things were ſoverely refornv'd in his time, many 
things reſtrain'd, and many newly Inſticuted 
with no leſs re{pe& to the publick Good. He limi- 
ted the exceflive Luxury of Habit and Entertain: 
ments. Publick Suppers were reduc'd to a Pro- 
portionable diſtribution to the Gueſts in little 
Baskets. And there was a Proclamation et 
forth, prohibiting all Vituallers to boyl any & 
cher Meat, except Pulls and Herbs; whereas 
before there was no fort of Meat but might be 
had at the Cooks Shop. The CHRISTIANS 
were ſeverely puniſh'd,as a ſort of Men addicted 
to a n2w and miſchievous fort of Superſtition. 
He alto ſupprets'd the Sports of the Charioteers 
with tour Hories, who by long Cuſtom were 
hecome fo Ticentious, as to take upon them a 
kind of Right to loiter about, and cheat and 
pilter whatever they could lay their hands on, 
as 
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lt} asit were in jeſt. And finding the - Buſfoons 
ls | and Pantomimes divided into diſtin& Parties 
| and Companies, he baniſh'd them all cogether. 
io 17. To prevent the Forging of Deeds, 
he order'd that no Inſtruments ſhould be 
r | Segr'd or SealPd until the Tables were boar'd 
F | thorough, and a String drawn three times 
X through the hole. It was, farther Enacted, 
4 that in all the Wills and Teſtaments, the 
| firſt ewo Tables of Wax ſhould be Blank, 
/ | without any Writing, but only that of the 
1] Names of the Teſtators; and that no Perſon 
C| drawing a Will ſhould preſume to put himſelf 
| infora Legacy. Moreover he: ordain'd that 
| the Clyents ſhould pay no more than ſuch a 


- | certain Fee to the Advocates ; but nothing at 
all for their Seats and Benches in the Court, 
; for which there ſhould be an Allowance out of 
| 


the Treaſury. And that ſuch Caules as lay 

before the Officers of the Treaſury, ſhould be 

remov'd to the Forum or Common _ - = 

Pleas, to be try*d before the * Reco- * 3? £9770, becauſe they 
were ſet up to hear the 

verers ; and that there ſhould be nv nyc; upon forfeited 


'| - Appeals from the Judges, but to the Goods or Eſtates, where 
| ' the Perſon who thought 


enate. 
18. himſelf wrong'd might 
As he had never any defign foe fr the Ren 


or hopes to enlarge or propagate the 5; Eſtate, 
Bounds of the Empire, he bad ſome 
thoughts of withdrawing his Army out of 
. Britain; nor was it any other Conlideration 
which made him detiſt, but only meer ſhame to 
Eclipſe the Glory which his Father had won 
in thoſe Parts. Only the kingdom of Pontrs 
upon the ſurrender of Polexzo, and that of the 
Alps by the death of Cottizs, he reduc'd into 
Provinces. 
Bb 2 19, He 
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19. He never undertook but two Progreſſes, 
the one to Alexandria, and the other into 4- 
chaia; but upon the very day that he intended 
to have ſet forward, he ſtopp'd his Voyage for 
Alexandria, icar'd by ſome Religious Omen, or 
rather terrify*d by the danger of the Seas. For 
in a Proceflion from Temple to Temple, when 
he came to reſt himſelf in che Temple of Yefta, 
the Skirt ot his Garment ſtuck to the Seat as 
he was going to riſe; and immediately upon 
that he had ſuch a Miſt before his Eyes, that 
he could hardly fee. When he arrivid in 4- 
chaia, being eagerly bent to make a Cut quite 
through the 1#hmus, he made a Speech to the 
Pretcrian Guards to encourage them to begin 
the Work ; and after he had given the Signal 
by the ſound of a Trumpet, he was the firſt 
that began! to digg, and after he had filPd a 
Basket full of Earth, carry'd it away upon his 

| own Shoulders. He alſo made great Preparations 

* Xow ty for an Expedition to the * Caſpian Streights, after 

fome calls 5/2 had Liſted a new Legion of Talian Youths, 

cs Portes > ago , 2 

© Teflis, all {ix Foot high, which he calPd the Pha- 
aix Of Alexander the Great, All theſe things 
he periornr'd, partly without encurring much 
ot Ceniure, partly Extoll'd and Applauded 
tor what he did; which I therefore ſeperate 
irom bis wicked and abominable Actions, of 
which I am now to give an Accomp. 

20. Among the reſt of thoſe Accompliſh- 
ments, with which his Tutors thought it requi- 
fitz to embellith his Education, Muſick was 
one of the Principal Sciences which they taught 
im; fo that as toon 25 he had obtain'd the 
Empire, he ſent for Terps, a Harper, then 
Fe mott efteen'd and famous for his Art a- 

| bove 


vw 


Y V7 c-& ' Ws WW cr Vo v3 V3 ens < 


=. —_ - wo. — . tra. EET Es » & *% 


Nzxo Casark 


bove any of thoſe Times; and took ſuch de- 
light in his Hand, that he would fit up from at- 
ter Supper till paſt Midnight, for ſeveral Nights 
one after i. to hear him Play : ſo that at 
length his Aﬀection to that Science ſo charnrd 
him, that he ſer himfelf moſt induſtriouſly to 
learn the perfection of that Science, conde- 
ſcending to all the ſtrict=VOſervations of 
Rules and aliuity of Praftice that perfect 
a Hand, or conduc'd to the preſervation and 
ſtrengthening his Voice. 'To which purpoſe 
he would ſometimes lye upon his Back with a 
Plate of Lead upon his Stomach ; purge him- 


 Telf with Vomits and Clyfters, and abſtain 


from Apples and all manner of Dyet that was 
hurtful to the Voice ; till at lengch flatcering 
himſelf with his Proficiency (though he had 
neither a clear nor a ſtrong Pipe) nothing 
would ſerve him but he would ſhew his Parts 
upon the Stage, frequently alleaging the Greek 
Proverb among his familiar Friends and Favou- 
rites, That Muſick when conceal'd never wins Re- 
putation. The. firſt. time that he diſplay'd his 
Gifts in this Nature, was at Naples, where 
though the Theater began to rock of a ſudden 
with the violence of an Earthquake, he would 
not give over, till he had ſung out a whole. 
Song in the 34004 which he had begun. There 
he ſung very often, and for ſeveral days toge- 
ther; only now and then reſting a while to reco- 
yer his Voice, and growing impatient of Retire- 
ment, he made haſte from Bathing to the Thea- 
ter, where he would often dine in the midit of 
the Muſick Room, with all rhe People ſtaring 
about him ; at what time he would promiſe 
them, That as ſoon as he had walli d his Throat, 
|  F bs 
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he ſhould be able tc ſmg both louder and deeper. 
And being extreamly pleasd with certain 
Songs which the Alexandrian Muſitians, being 
arriv'd at Naples upon leave given them, had 
compos'd in his Praiſe, he ſent for more of 
the fame Gang from the fame Place. Never- 
theleſs he was noleſs diligent to Muſter toge- 
ther ſeveral youlfe Gentlemen '6f the Equeſtri- 
an Order, and Five thouſand of the ſtouteff 
young Fellows that he could pick out among 
the Rabble, who being divided into Parties, 
were to learn the three forts of Applautes 
(which they calld by Names of Bowbz, or the 
Hum. Imbrices,yhich was a noile like the rattling 
of the Rain upon the Tiles ; and Teffas, which 
was in imitation of the clapping of two Tiles | 
together) and to be ſure to do their Duty up- | 
on all Occaſions. And ſome of theſe that | 
were of the beſt Quality, remarkable for their 
thick Heads of Hair, their Rich Attire, and 
their Gems ſparkling upon their left Hands, 
attended him all the while he was finging, be- 
ing fully inſtructed in the ſeveral ſorts of Ac- 
clamation, for which their Tutors had Stipends 
allow'd them of Four hunder'd thouſand Se- 
ſterces apiece. 

2T. And being thus tranſported with his 
ſinging, he renew'd at Rome his Neroman Tryals 
of Skill. At what time, when all the People 
cry*d out in Frantick Flattery to hear his Cete- 
{ial Voice, he made anſwer, That ſmce they would 
have it ſo, they ſhould hear him to their ſatisfa&ion 
mn the Publick Gardens. But then the Soldiers 
char were upon the Guard feconding the Im- 
portunity of the People, he promis'd to gratific 
their Defires without any more to do. And 
inumediately 
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immmediately caus'd his Name to be entred 
into the Roll of the Muſick Profeſlors; and: fo 
putting in his Lot among the reſt of the Har- 
pers into the Common. Urn, enter'd upon the 
Stage according to his Turn, the Captains of 
his Pretorian Guard carrying his Harp after 
him ; attended alſo by the Tribunes of the Ar- 
my and his moſt intimate Favourites. And 1o 
ſitting down, as foon as the Prologue was 1po- 
ken, he made Proclamation by Cluvins Rufus, 
one that had been Conſul, that he intended to 
ſing the Story of Niobe, which he pertornr'd ac- 
cordingly, and held it out till the tenth Hour 
of the day ; but put off his receiving the Gar- 
land and the diſtribution of the Prizes till the 
next year, that he might have more frequent Oc- 
caſionsto ſhew his Skill. But becaule that diſtance 
of time ſeem'd ſomewhat too long, he forbore 
not to find other Opporcunities to make himſelt 


publick. Nor did he fcruple at private Spectacles 


to Act his Part among the Common Players, 
and to accept of a Preſent of a Million of Se- 
feerces from one of the Prarors. He allo ſang 
ſeveral Tragedies in diſguiſe, the Vizors and 
Masks of the Hero's and Gods, as alſo of the 
Heroeſfes and Goddefles, being ſo ſhap'd as to 
repreſent his own Countenance, or the Ladies 
for whom: he had moſt Aﬀection. Among o- 
ther things, he ſang Canace in travail ; Oreltes 
killing his Mother ; Oedipus ffrook blind; and 
Hercules raging Mad. At what time it is repor- 
ted that a young Soldier, being plac'd Sentinel 
at the Door, ſeeing him dreſt up and bound, as 
the Subject of the Play requir'd, ran in to his 
Afiſtance, as if the thing had been done in 
good carneſt, 

Bb 4 25, From 
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22. From his Infancy he was a paſhonate 
Admirer of Horſes ; and the chiefeſt of his Dit- 
courſe, though it were forbidden him, was a- 
bout the Circenſian Games. And once upon a 
time, bemoaning among his School-tellows the 
Diſaſter of one of the Green-Coat Charioteers, 
who falling from his Seat was dragg'd about the 
Circus, for which he was rebuk'd by his Tutor, 
he pretended that he ſpoke of He&for dragg'd 
about the Trojan Walls, But when at the be- 
ginning of his Reign, he was wont to enter- 
cain himſelf by ſporting with Ivory Chariots up- 
on a Board, there was nothing how trivial ſoe- 
ver to be ſeen in the Circus, but he would leave 
his Recreation, and run thither from his Retire- 
ments; at firſt Incognito; but afterwards fo 
publickly, that every body expected him, as 
knowing he would not fail to be there. Nor 
did he diiſemble his Reſolution to enlarge the 
number of Palms or Prizes; to which purpoſe, 
the number of Careers being multiply'd, the 
Show laſted many times till late in the Even- 
ing; it being come to that paſs, that the Ma- 
{ters of the Parties at length would not bring 

ut their Horſes, unleſs they might be ſecur'd 
to run all' day long. Soon after he himſelf 
would undertake to drive the Chariots out of 
an Ambition to be ſeen by the People ; and af: 
ter he had pradtis'd his firft Rudiments in the 
Gardens amonge the Slaves and Inferior Rabble, 
he then expos'd himſelf to the ſight of all the 
People in the great Circus ; lome one of his En- 
iranchis'd Bond-men giving him the Signal of 
the Start, from the place where the Magiſtrates 
were wont farmerly to do it. And not con-. 
tent to have given theſe Experiments of his 
| Bhs Parts 
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Parts at Rowe ; he muſt needs, as we have ſaid, 
take a Voyage into Achaia, chiefly mov*d 


thereto, for thar the Cities, where there were ' 


uſually any remarkable Tryals of Skill in Mu- 
ſick, had made a Decree to {end to him all the 
Prizes of the Muficians. Which he took fo 
kindly at their hanus, that he not only admit- 
ted the Commiſſioners that brought them, be- 
fore he gave Audience to any other Embaſla- 
dors, but feaſted :tiem at his moſt familiar En- 
tertainments. One of theſe Commiſlioners 
humbly defiring him, thac he would be pleas'd 
to give them a Song at Supper, and being chere- 
upon extolPd with a more than ordinary Ap- 
plauſe, he cry'd out, That the Greeks were the 
only Perſons that underſtood Muſick, and only 
worthy of him and his Art. And upon that 
haſtening his Journey forthwith, he crols'd the 
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Sea to * Caſfiope, and preſently began to tune * Now Jo 


his Pipes at the Altar of 7rpiter Caſſize. 

23. After this he put in at all Tryals of Skill, 
whatever they were. To which purpoſe, he 
brought together within the Compaſs of one 
year all the Exerciſes of various times and ſea- 
ſons; and at Olympia, contrary to Cuſtom, he 
ſetup a Mufical Conteſt in the midſt of the 
Ompick Games. And that nothing might di- 
vert him when he was buſily employ'd about 
theſe things, when Helizs his Enfranchiz'd 
Bond-man wrate him word, That hz Preſence 
was much wanting in the City, he return'd him 
this Anſwer, Though it be thy Advice and thy 
Deſire, that I ſhould ſpeedily return, yet oughteſF 
thou rather to wiſh and deſire, that Nero may re- 
turn worthy of himſelf. When he was ſinging, it 


* was not lawlſul for any Man to depart the 
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Theater, unleſs the occaſion were fuch as could 
not poſlibly be avoided. So that fome Women 
are {aid to have been deliver*'d upon the ſpot ; 
and many ſo tyr'd with hearing, and the fre- 
quent Formalities of humming and clapping, 
that the Gates of the Town being ſhut all the 
while, they would either privately leap over 
the Wall, or fain themſelves dead, that they 
might be carry'd off to their Lodgings. More- 
over it is almoſt paſt belief, in what a ſtrange 
Fear and Anxiety he was in, all the while the 
Conteſt laſted ; with what Emulation of his 
Antagoniſts, and dread of his Judges he con- 
tinually perplex'd his Thoughts. For as if his 
Competitors had been all of equal Quality and 
Condition, he had always his Eye upon them, 
Courted and Extoll'd them in publick, De- 
fam'd and Traduc'd them behind their backs, 


and many times as occaſion offer*d,inveigh'd a- | 


gainit them with ſcurrilous and reproachful 


Language. But if they were ſuch whoſe Repu- 
tation tor their Skill was indiſputable, thoſe he 
brib'd to yield him the Victory. As for the 
Judges, before he began, he was wont to: make 
his Addrefles to them with great reſpe& and 
reverence, telling them, That he had done as 
much as was to be done, but that the Event was in 
the bands of Fortune ; and therefore that they, being 
wiſe and learned Men, were to exclude all things 
fortuitous and accidental. To which if the Jud- 
ges reply'd by way of Encouragement, and bid 
him go on boldly, he retir'd with much more 
fatisfaction; and yet not ſo ſettled in his Mind 
neither, but that taking the ſilence and mode- 
ity of ſome of them, tor farlineſs and averſion 
to his Perſon, he could not forbear declaring 

{> 
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to his Friends the Jealoufies and Miſtruſts of his 
Thonghts. | F- 

24, On the other ſide, he was ſo ſubmiflive 
to the Laws and Rules obſerv'd at theſe kind 
of Meetings, that he durſt not ſo mnch as 
ſpit, nor wipe the fweat off his Forehead 
but with his Sleeve. As he was Adting in a 
Tragedy one day, having let fall his Staff, 
though -he recover'd it immediately, yet 
he was in ſuch a deadly fear of being Hiſs'd 
off the Stage for his Miſcarriage, that nothing 
would put him ont of his dejected Humour, till 
one of the Actors ſwore to him, that the Ac- 
clamations and Shouts of the People were fo 
great, that it was impoſlible tor ſo flight an 
Accident to be taken notice of. 

When he had got the day he always * Which Dio expreſly 


# "3 ks | contradicts, affirming 
pronounc'd himſelf the Vieor. For at we EY 


which reafon he was always quarrel- mn 

ling with the Cryer wherever he Foy ee 

came. And that there might not be 

the leaſt Remembrance or Footſtep extant of a- 

ny other of the Eamous Vidtors at the Grecian 

Games, he commanded all their Statues and 

Pictures to be pulPd down and thrown into the 

Common Sewers. He got up into the Box, and 

drave the Careering Chariots in ſeveral Places : 

and at the Ohmpick Games, he ſcowr'd away 

one with ten Horſes; though in one of his 

own Poems he had inveigh'd againſt Mzthrida- 

tes for doing the ſame. But being thrown out 

of the Box, though preſently reſeated, yet find- 

ing he could not hold out, he left off before he 

had finiſh'd his Courſe ; nevertheleſs he car- 

ry'd the Prize and was crown'd. Upon his de- 

parture from thence, he declar'd the whole 
Province 
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Province to be free ; made the Judges free 'of 
the Roman City, and rewarded them with large 
Sums of Money beſide. All which Favours he 
proclaim'd himſelf, with an Audible Voice, in 
the middle of the Racing Place, upon the day 
that the Ifhmian Games began. 

25. Returning out of Greece to Naples, be- 
cauſe he had there firſt expos'd himlelt in the 
firſt Tryals of his Art, he caus'd a part of the 
Wall to be thrown down, and the breach to be 
levelFd, that he might make 1's Entry in a 
Chariot drawn with white Horſes, according 
to the Cuſtom of Vidctors in the Grecian 
Games; and in the ſame manner he enter'd 
Arntium, Albanum, and Rowe. Only into Reme 
he made his Entry in the ſame Chariot where- 
in Auguſtus formerly had rid in Triumph ; and 
in a Purple Robe, and his Mantle all Embroi- 
der'd with Stars of Gold, with an Olympick 
Crown upon his Head, and a Pjihick Garland in 
his right Hand, beſides ſeveral others which were, 


carry'd before him in great Pomp ; with 1n-. 


{criptions of the Names of the Perſons whom he 
nad Conquer'd, the Places where, with . what 
particular Songs, and upon what Subjects ; tol- 
low'd by a Throng of People cearing- the Air 
with their loud Shouts and Acclamatians, as if 
it had been at an Ovation,crying out, They were 
his Auguſtians, and his Soldiers the Companions of, 
his Trinzzph. Then having caus'd the Arch at 
the Entrance into the great Circus to be pullt 
*4 Sect down, he paſs'd through the * YVelabrum, and 
fo ea Fo $6 Forum, he pals'd on directly to the Palatium, 
> Ox and 1o to the 'Cemple of Apollo. In his paſſage 
Azzket, 1everal Viims upon Altars on purpoſe Eredted, 
were ſlain and ofter'd up to Congratulate his 


happy 
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happy Return ; the Streets were firew'd with 
Saffron, and Birds of ſeveral ſorts, together 
with Garlands of Lentisk, Ribbands and Jun- 
kets thrown among the People ; but the Sacred 
Crowns he plac'd in his Lodging Chamber 
round about his Bed ; as alſo his Statues in his 
Harpers Habit, which he likewiſe caus'd to be 
ſtampt upon his Coin. - After all this, he was 
ſo far from remitting or ſurceaſing his Muſical 
Recreations, that for the preſervation of his 
Voice, he never made any Speeches to his Sol- 
diers, but what he ſent them in writing, or 
caus'd another to ſpeak for him. Neither 
would he do any thing either ſeriouſly or in 
merriment, unleſs he had his * Pho- a F 
»aſcus by him, to put him in mind * Phonaſd were @ fot - 
—__ his Arteftes, and to ſtop 3. hyſicians #.. - 
his Mouth with his Handkerchief, in "—_ 0 Cryers = 
caſe he perſiſted. And indeed he was gave them Remedies 1s 
ſo vain-glorious in this Particular, preſerve their Lungs. 
that his Friendſhip was as eaſily pur- 
chas'd by ſedulity of Applauſe, and his Ha- 
tred as ſoon incurr'd by remitineſs of Com- 
mendation. - | 
26. His Petulancy, Luſt, Luxury, Avarice 
and Cruelty he practisd by degrees, and at 
firit conceald under the excuſes of Indiſcretion 
and Heart of Youth. Bur yet he could not car- 
ry it ſo, but that it was to every body appa- 
rent, they were rather the Vices of Nature then 
of Age. So ſoon as it grew duskiſh, diſguis'd 
..ina Cap or a round Hat, away he flew to the 
Tippling Houſes and Cooks Shops, and run 
frolicking and ſcowring about the Streets, ma- 
ny times mifchievouſly and wickedly bent ; 
beating ſuch as were going home late from Sup- 
: per, 
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per, and wounding ſuch as made Reſiſtance» | 
and douſing them in the Houſes of Office, | 


Some little Shops he would alſo break open, 
and then rifle, having ſet up a kind of a Fair 
in a back Yard of his Houſe, where the Spoils 
they had plunder'd were divided and put to fale. 
Sometimes in theſe Brawles and Quarrels he 
ran the hazard of his Life, or having his Eyes 
beaten out of his Head ; being once bruis'd and 
batter'd almoſt to death by a young Gentleman 
of Senatcrian Quality,whoſe Wite he would have 
taken from him in the Street. For which rea- 
{on he would never, after that, venture himſelf 
abroad at that time of the Night without 


{ome of his Tribunes about him, or elſe fol- | 


lowing him privately at a diſtance. Some- 
times alſo in the day time, being carry'd pri 
vately in a Sedan to the Theater, he would flip 
into an upper Gallery that look*'d into the Ty: 
ring Room, where he was both SpeQtator and 
Encourager of the Quarrels of the Pantomimes, 
And when they were together by the Ears a 
boxing one another, he would pelt them with 
Stones and Chips of Wood, not ſparing his Be- 
nevolences among the People, infomuch that 
once he broke the Pretor's Head. 


27. But at lengch his Vices gathering 


ſtrength, he left off his Waggiſh Tricks and 
his Frolicks Incognito, and no longer icrupling 
detection, laſh'd out into Enormities of a higher 
Nature. He held on his Riotous Feaſts from 
Noon till Midnight ; for his Refreſhment, 
ſwimming, in the Winter, in Ponds of hot Wa: 
ter, in the Summer, cooling himſelf in Baths of 
melted Snow. Sometimes, and that frequently 


too, he ſupp'd in Publick, cicher in the Place 


appointed 


| 
: 
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appointed for the Repreſentation of Sea-En- 
gagements, or in the Field of Mars, or in the 
oreater Circus, attended by the moſt Infamous 
Strumpets, and Profligate Cheats and Scoun- 
drels of the whole City. As often as he was 
row'd down the Tiber to Oftia, or fail'd by the 
Bay of Baie, ſeveral Booths of Entertainment 
were ſet up all along upon the Banks and 
Sea-ſides, which were no other than notorious 
Houſes of Profticution, ftuft with Women 
imitating the Allurements of Harlots, and in- 
viting him to come a Shore. At other times 
he invited himſelf to his moſt peculiar Favou- 
rites, among whom there was one that preſen- 
ted him with a ſweet Bag that coſt him a Hun- 
der'd thouſand Crowns; and another that ex- 
pended ſomewhat a larger Sum in perfunr'd Ro- 
ſes and 1weet Waters. 

28. Beſides a great number of Pages, which 
were the Sons of Freemen, which he made uſe 
of in his unlawful Pleaſures, and his Contami- 
nations of marry'd Women, he allo deflour'd 
Rubria, one of the Yeſfal Virgins; and very 
fain would have marry'd :{4e, that was no 
more than a Slave ; thoush he ſuborn'd ſeve- 
ral Perſons of no leſs than Conſular Degree to 
perjure themſelves, and {wear thar ſhe was of 
Royal Extraction. Spor:zs, a young Boy, after 


' he had caus'd him to be gelc, he endeavour'd 


to have altogerher transform'd into a Woman ; 
and after he had marry'd him vaild like a 
Bride, and a Dowry ſectFd upon him, with all 
the Ceremonies of a ſumptuous Wedding, he 
kept him at home as his Wife. Upon which 
occaſion there is extant a pleaſant Jeaſt that was. 
made by' ſome of the. Wits of thoſe _ 
That 
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That it had been well for all the World if Domi- | 
tius his Father had had ſuch a Wife. This Sporms | 


| he caus'd to be dreſs'd up in pompous and 


coſtly Habit, as if he had been the Empreſs 
her ſelf, under the Title of Auguſta, and car- 
Tying him about to all the Publick Aflembles 
and Trading Towns of Greece, and ſoon af: 
ter at Rome, ſhewing him in the S:illarian 
Street, would frequently kiſs him as they fate 
together in the ſame Litter. It was alfo repor- 
ted that he had an eager deſire to have lain with 
his own Mother, and that he had certainly 
done it, but that he was diverted from his 
luftful deſign by ſome that were none of her 
Friends ; who fear'd the ill Conſquences of ſuch 
a Favour beſtow'd upon a Woman, whole Pride 
and Ambitious Fury were violent enough alrea- 


dy. However he ſent for a Harlot, who wasre- | . 


ported to be very like 4grippina, and entertain'd 
her among the reſt of his Concubines. More- 
over it was ſaid, that formerly, as often as he 
rode in the ſame Litter cogether with his Mo- 
ther, they had their Inceſtuous dalliances toge- 
ther, which was diſcover'd by the Pollutions 
that beſmear'd his Cloaths. | 

29. His own Chaſtity he proſtituted in ſuch 
2 manner, that there was hardly a Member of 
his Body undefiFd ; infomuch that at length he 
invented a new fortof Leachery, which was to 
cover himſelf all over with the Skin of ſome 
Wild Beaſt, and ſo to be let out of a Cage, 
that he might fly upon the Secrets of Men and 
Women that were ty'd to a Stake ; and after 
he had that way ſufficiently gratify'd his In- 
lane and Monſtrous Appetite ,  proſtrating 
his own Body to his Enfranchis'd Bond-man 
Doryphorns, 


| She. 7 ad 
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Doryphorus, who had marry'd him, as he him- 
ſelf had wedded Sporzs ; and in that paſlive Po- 
ſture counterfeiting the ſoft cryes and complaints 
of a new bedded Virgin. I have heard from 
ſome Perſons, that he was abſolutely of an Q- 
pinion, that there was no Man living who was 
not altogether as wicked and impure of his Bo- 
dy as himſelf ; only that they diſſembPFd their 
Vices, and were ſo cunning as to be private in 
their Debaucheries. And if any would bur 
confels their obſccenities to him, he pardon'd 
all the reſt of their Crimes. 

30. He had a firm belief, that there was no 
true Enjoyment of Wealth or Riches, but what 
conſiſted in Waſt and Profuſion; and there- 
fore look*d upon all thoſe as ſordid and miſe- 
rable, who took any accompt of their Expen- 
ces; eſteeming thoſe to be only Magniti- 


 centand brave Fellows, that ſquander'd away 


and laviſhly confum'd what they had. Nor 
did he extol and admire his Uncle Caizs for a- 
ny thing ſo much, as for ſpending in ſo ſhort a 
time, the vaſt Treaſures that Tiberizes had left 


him. And therefore it was, that he never ob- 


ſerv'd any Meaſure in the Prodigality of his 
Gifts and Expences. So certain it is, though it 
may ſeem incredible, that upon T7iridates, he 
ipent no leſs than Twenty thouſand Crowns a 
day ; and at his departure oblig*d him with a 
Preſent of above Five and twenty hunder'd 
thouſand Crowns more. Menecrates the Har» 
per, and Spicillus the Mirmillonian Fencer he 
Enrich'd with the Patrimonies and Houtes of 
Noble Perſons, that had been Honour'd with 
Triumphal Dignity. Having beſtow*d the E- 
ſtate of Paneros the Ulurer, with ſeveral other 

Cc * 2," Reyes 
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Revenues in the City, and Mannors in the 
* OT: Country | upon an Erhiopick Monkey call'd a 
by Ludot- . C*<opithecns, when it was dead he made a 
phus to be Royal Funeral for it. At Dice it was his ufual 
one of the Cuſtom to venture no leſs then Ten thouſand 
moſt lovely Crowns upon every Caſt, or Spot of the Dye. 
——_— When he went a Fiſhing, his Net was of Gold 
Ly Wire, and the Cords of twiſted Purple Silk and 
Scarlet in Grain. He never travell'd with leſs 
than a thouſand Waggons in his Train, his 
Mules ſhod with Silver, and his Mule Drivers 
in Liveries of Canu/ian Cloth, with a numerous 
Throng of Blackamore Footmen, gayly 
trickt and trimm'd with Bracelets and Silver 
Collars. 

21. But there was nothing wherein he was | 
more prejudicial and deſtructive to other Men | 
then in his Buildings ; for he enlarg'd his Houle | 
irom the Palace as far as the Eſquilime Mount ; | 
which at firſt he call d his Thorough-Fare ; but 
being barnt down and rebuilt he nam'd his Got 
den Houſe, Of which to demonſtrate the large- 
neſs and beauty, it will be ſufficient to ſay 
thus much, that the very entrance was of that 
ſtately heighth, as to cover a Coloſlus, repre: 
tenting Nero's Countenance, no leſs than a 
Hunder'd and twenty Foot high ; ſo ſpacious 
withal,thart it contain'd Portico's ſupported with 
three Rows of Pillars a full Mile 1n length; 
rogether with a Lake, like a Sea, ſurrounded 
with Buildings like fo many Cities. Beſides 
all this, ic had within ic Fields, Vinyards and 
Woods, with variety of Beaſts both Wild and 
Tame. Within fide, it was richly overlaid with 
Gold, and every where Adorn'd with the da- 
zling Glicter of Precious Stones and Mother .: 

Pearl, 


Nero Caxsak. 


Pearl. In the vaulted Roofs of his Banquettin 

Rooms were ſeveral little Tables of Ivory, S 

contriv'd as to turn round and ſcatter Flowers, 

and hollow Pipes to ſhowre down 1weet ſcen- 

ted Oyls upon the Gueſts. But the principal of 

his Dining Rooms was round, and in perpetu- 
al Motion day and night like the Celeſtial 
Sphear. His Baths continually flowing either 
with Sea Water, or elſe ted from the Sulfury 
Springs of Tiveli. Nevertitelels, aiter he had 
finiſh'd this Houſe and came to dedicate it, he 
ſpoke no farther in its Commendation, than on- 
ly this, That now be ſhoald begin to tive fomething 
like a Man: He alſo began a Canal from 147- 
ſenum to the Lake Avernns, and intended to have 
cover'd it all the way with an Arch,and to have 
brought into it all the hot Waters of Bazz. He 
alſo deſign'd another Canal from the Lake 4- 
wernus to the Mouth of the River Tziber, a 
Hunder'd and fixty Miles in length, Navigable 
for Ships of Burthen, and 1o broad, that if 
two Gallies of five Rowes of Oars met, they 
might ſheer by without any prejudice one to 
the other. And to enable him to bring theſe 
prodigious Undertakings to perietion, he 
commanded all Prifoners from all parts of the 
Empire to be tranſported inro 1raly, and that 
for the Puniſhment of all Criminals for the 
future, they ihould be only Condemn'd to his - 
Works. Into which extravagant Rage and Fu- 
ry of Expence, beſides the Confidence he had 
in the Wealch of the Empire, be was deiuded 
by a Reman Knight, who had buzz'd him in 
the Ears, thac the vait Wealth which Queen 
Dido had carry'd along with her in her tiighc 
from Tyre, lay hid in ſeveral ſpacious Caves in 
Cc 2 the 
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The LIFE of 


the hithermoſt parts of Africa, and might be 
digg'd up again with ſmall Charges and little 
Labour. 

32. But thoſe hopes failing him, and now 
reduc'd to that Exigency and Want, that he 
had not wherewithal to pay his Soldiers, nor 
to oblige his Veterans with their wonted Gra- 
tifications, he betook himſelf to all manner of 
Rapine and Extortion. In the firſt place he or- 
dain'd that if any enfranchisd Bondman had 


in his Life time, withaut juſt and lawful Reaſon, | 


alſum'd the Namg of any Family to which he 
was any way ally*d, after their deceaſe, inſtead 
of a Moity, Nine parts of their Eſtates ſhould 
be levy'd and brought into the Treaſury, 


nm 


Then that the Wills of all People who had . 
been ſo ingrateful to their Prince as to leave | 


him nothing ſhould be void, and their Eſtates 
Confiſcated, and the Lawyers who had either 
dictated or written the ſaid Wills ſhould be li 
able to be 1u'd. And that all Words and Act 
ons ſhould come within the Statute of Treaſon, 
provided there were but an Informer to juſtife 
the Charge. He alſo redemanded the Crowns 
and Rewards which the Cities had offer'd him 
as Victor in his Muſical Conteſts, and Chariot 
Races, and which he had in his Generoſity re- 
fus'd. And whereas he had forbid the uſe of 
the Violet and Purple Colours, he would ſend 
Perſons up and down to the ſeveral Fairs 
to ſell fome few Ounces, and then pretending the 
breach of his Laws, would ſeize upon all the 
Merchants Goods. Another time as he was 
ſinging upon the Stage, having ſpy'd a Lady 
dreft in forbidden Purple, he ſhew'd her to his 
Officers, who halFd her from her Seat, and not 

only 


— — 


Nzxo Casar 
only ſtripp'd her of her prohibited Garment, 
but deſpoil'd her of her Eſtate. He never be- 
ſtow'd an Employment upon any Man, but he 
gave him this Admonition, Thou knoweſt what 


we want. Or elſe, We are to make it our buſineſs 
that no Man ſhall dare to call any thing his own, 


. In the laft place he pillag'd the very Temples 


themſelves of the Donatives and Oblations of 
Religious People ; and melted down the Sta- 
tues of the Gods that were either of Gold or 
Silver ; among which he- ſpar'd not the little 
Images of the Tutelar Houſe-hold Gods, which 
Galba afterwards reſtor'd. 

23. His firſt Parricides and Murders, he be- 
gan upon Claudize ; of whoſe death although 
he were not the principal Contriver, yet he 
was accellary to it. Nor did he diſlemble it, 
as he that afterwards in a Greeek Proverb was 


wont to extol Muſhromes, in which Claudizs had. 


taken the Poyſon that did his Work, as Meat 
only for the Gods. And certain it is, that he 
took all occaſions to beſpatter his Memory with 
all the Calumnies and Reproaches that his Wit 


could invent, ſometimes upbraiding his Folly, 


and at other times bitterly inveighing againſt 
his Cruelty. Among other things ſpeaking of 
his death, inſtead of ſaying, he ceasd to live a- 
wo Men, punning upon the word Me-rari, and 
inſiſting a long time upon the firſt Syllable 


* Mo, he did as good as intimate, That be ceas'd © Alluding 


to play the Fool among Men. And cancell'd ma- 
ny of his Decrees and Conftirutions, as the 
Acts of a Dotard and a Madman. Nor did he 


to the word 
{weIs In 

Greek, 
which figs 


take any care to have his Monument fenc'd in, nifies a 
but with a low and pititul Partition. As for Changeling: 


Britannicizts, whom he emulated for his Voice, 
Cc 3 | which 
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td which was much more ſweet and pleaſing than 
his own, and of whom he was no leſs afraid, 
leſt the Memory of his Father ſhould gain him 
the Hearts of the People, he attempted to 
make him away by Poyſon. To which pur: 
poſe, he had a Potion prepar'd by one Locuſta, 
a diſcoverer of ſeveral Conſpiracies of that 
Nature ; which becauſe it did not work accor- 
ding to fiis expectation, the Conſequence of it 
WL | being only a violent Looſeneſs, he ſent for the 
[My Woman, beat her with his own hands, and re- 
Rb proach'd her that ſhe had given the young 
Prince an Antidote inſtead of a Poyſon. For | 
which, when ſhe pleaded by way of cxcuſc, | 
that ſhe forbore to make it over ſtrong, to pre- 
vent the noiſe and cenſures of the World, had 
his death been too ſudden, Hew ! ſaid he, | 
what doft think me then to. be afraid of 
[ * Mage by Czſar when the * Julian Law? And thereupon 
8 Dieiator, or_ rather the Commanded her to boil another 
#Y) Cornelian Law, by pm Haſs 16 Cl b iron 
revid; by which ii D9Je in his own Chamber, ſtron 
was death to buy, ſet, enough for quick and preſent di- 
or give Poyſm for the patch ; which ſo ſoon as it was rea: 
making away of an) dy, he cauſsd to be try'd upon a 
_ young Kid; and becauſe the poor 
Creature lay lingring above Five 
Hours before it dy*d, he caus'd it tobe boyl'd 
pa over again, and then given to a Pig ; which 
/juk being preſently diſpatch'd, he caus'd it to be 
Wn brought into the Dining-Room, and given to 
Britannicus as he fate with him at Supper. Who 
had no ſooner ſwallow'd it but he fell down 
dead. But Nero had a Lye ready fram'd in his 
Mouth to palliate the matter, pretending to 
the Guelts that it was a Pit of the Falling-ſick- 
neſs, to which Diſtemper Britannicus was Cx 
| treamly 
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treamly fubje& ; and the next day hurry'd him 
to his Funeral in a very great ſhowr of Rain, 
without any regard to his Birch oc Figure in the 
Empire. And as for Locuſta, as a Recompence 
for having done her work ſo eftectually, he nor 
only enrich'd her with ample Revennes, but 
allow*d her to ſet up a School, and to inſtruct 
others in her Arr. 

24. His Mother, becauſe ſhe pry'd too nar- 
rowly into his Words and Actions, and ſome- 
times ſharply rebuk'd him for his Miſcarriages, 
at firſt he only ſeen'd to be diſpleas'd with, 
pretending he would reſign the Empire and re- 
tire to Rhodes, on purpoſe to render her Odi- 
ous to the People ; but ſoon after he depriv'd 
her of all her Honours and ſway in the Go- 
vernment ; and withdrawing from her her Pre- 
torian and German Guards, expell'd her both his 
Palace and Society. Nor did he omit any 
means that he could think of to diſturb her 
quiet, and to put her to trouble and vexation ; 
daily ſuborning People, while ſhe ſtay'd at 
Rome, to peiplex her with Actions and Suits ; 
and others to harraſs her with all the foul and 
contumelious Language that-Malice could in- 
vent in her private Retirements, as they palſs'd 
that way, either by Land or Sea. Till at length 
tercity'd by the Threats and violent Expoſtula- 
tions of a Woman of an invincible Spirit, he re- 
folv'd upon her Deſtruction. To which pur- 
poſe, after he had three times attempted to 
poylon her, perceiving that ſhe was well torti- 
iy'd with Antidotes, he contiivid a way to 
looſen the Rafters of her Bed-Chamber, by that 
means to bury her as ſhe lay a ſleep under the 


Ruins of the Cieling. But that deſign being - 
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diſcover'd by ſome of the Confederates, he de- 
vis'd to have a Ship built, but ſo ſlightly put 
together, that when ſhe was in it, ſhe might et- 
ther drop into the Sea through the Planks that 
were of a ſudden to ſlip out of their Places, or 
elſe begbruis'd to death by the fall of the Cabin. 
To bring the deſign about, he pretended to be 
reconcil'd to his Mother, and writ to her the 
molt obliging Letters imaginable, full of filial 
duty and reſpe&, wherein he moſt earneſtly in- 
vited her to Baiz, to grace with both their Pre- 
ſences the folemn Feſtivals of 2imerva. So ſoon 
as ſhe was arriv'd, he gave private Orders to the 
Captains of the Gallies to overſet the Pinnace 
which had brought her, as if they had fallen foul 
upon the Veſſel by chance; and to give them the 
more leiſure to accompliſh their deſign, he pro- 
tracted his Banquet for ſome Hours. At length 
when ſhe was ready to return to Baul;, upon 
the news that her own Pinnace was founder'd 
and quite diflabPd for the Sea, he offter'd her the 
Workmanſhip of his Treachery that hung by 
Geometry, attending her to the Sea ſide with 
all the Careſſes of obſequious Fraud, and at 
her departure kifling her Breaſts : but when ſhe 
was gone off, no leſs follicitous of the Event, 
and in a trembling Agony, awaiting the ſucceſs 
of his Invention. But when he heard that all 
things had deceivd his expectation, and that 
his Mother had eſcap'd by ſwimming, then at 
his Wits end, and not knowing what courſe to 
cake, he caus'd his enfranchiz'd Bond-man L. 
Agernizs, who with great joy had brought him 
the Tydings that ſhe was alive and ſafe, under 
pretence of the diſcovery of a Dagger, which 


he had laid under his Cuſhion on purpoſe, : 
DU 
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be apprehended and clapt in Irons, as one that 
his Mother had ſuborn'd to murder him ; and 
at the ſame inſtant commanded his Mother to 
be kill'd : yet ſo privately and with that cauti- 
on, that he might have an opportunity to give 
it out that ſhe had killd her ſelf upon the de- 
tetion of her Conſpiracy. To theſe Inhuman 
Cruelcies, there are ſome Authors of no mean 
Repute, that joyn Impieties yet more Enor- 
mous : as that he ran with eager Curioſity to 
view the naked Body of his Mother as ſhe lay 
weltring in her Blood ; and that he handled all 
her Limbs, of which he commended ſome for 
their beauty and ſhape, and diſprais'd others; 
and that happening to be adry in the midſt of 
his unnatural ſurvey, he had the confidence to 
quench his Thirſt over his murder'd Parent. 
But notwithſtanding all theſe proud Infultings 
of malicious Mirth, not all the Congratulati- 
ons of the Soldiers, the Senate, and the People, 
could releaſe him from the Horrours of a Guil- 
ty Conſcience, which from that time forward 
never would permit him to reſt either awake 
or ſleeping. Full often he confeſs'd himielf 


| haunted by his Mothers Ghoſt, and that the 


Furies ſometimes laſh'd him with their Whips, 
and ſometimes ſear'd his Skin with their burn- 
ing Torches. "Thus tormented,. he at length 
apply'd himſelf to the Magicians, whom he or- 
der'd to trye the force of their moſt folema Sa- 
crifices, and Conjure up the Offtended Mares, 
that he might endeavour to atcone their juſt 
diſpleaſure. Another time in a Progreſs that he 
made through ſeveral Cities of Greece, he durſt 
not approach the Eleuſinian Ceremonies, hearing 


the Cryer make Proclamation far all agony 
an 
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and guilty Perſons to depart. Nevertheleſs he 
could not refrain from adding the murder of 
his Aunt to the Parrcicide of his Mother. This 
Lady lying ill of a Diſtemper that wou!d not 
permit her the benefit of Nature, he came one 


_ day to viſit ; at what time among other Careſ- 


fes and marks of her tender Aﬀection, as ſhe 
was {troaking his .downy Beard, the aged Prin- 
ceſs happening to ule this kind Exprettion, Had 
it been my lot to have taken up this Hair, when 
firſt cut off, I ſhould then have been contented to 
have dy'd ; Nero turning avout to thoſe that 
ftood next him, That ſhail be preſently done, aid 
he, ina flowting and deriding manner; and 
withal commanded the Phyſicians to purge her 
ftoutly. Nor was the Breath hardly out of her 
Body before he ſent to ſeize upon her Eſtate; 
and as for her Will he tatally ſuppreſt it, that he 
might have all to himſelf. 

25. Beſides Offavia, he had two other Wives, 
Poppea Sabina, whole Father had been Quftor, 
and marry'd betore to a Roman Knight. Next 
to her he eſpous'd Srarilia Meſſalina, Grand- 
daughter in the third Degree to Taurms,who had 
been twice Conſul, and triumph'd once. And 
that he might enjoy the Sweets of her Embra- 
ces, he put to death her Husband Articas Veſti- 
295 in the very time of his Conſulſhip. Being 
foon weary'd with OFavia's Company, and for 
that reaſon ſmartly reprehended by his Friends, 
he reply'd, That it behox/'d her to be ſatisfy'd with 
the Ornaments and Fewels of an Emperors Wife, 
which he had allow'd her to carry away along with 
her. Afterwards having ſeveral times in vain at- 
tempted to fſtrangle her, he divorc'd her under 
pretence of Barrenneſs ; but perceiving the Peo- 
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ple took her part, and cry'd down the Divorce, 


not ſparing to reproach and upbraid him with his 


Ingratitude, he baniſh'd her out of the way ; 
and laſtly put her to death upon a pretended 
Charge of ſeyeral Adulteries by her committed, 
ſo notoriouſly and impudently falſe, that when 
he could get nothing out of the Witneſles that 
were rack'd to Confe Ton, he ſuborn'd Anice- 
tus, one of his Pedagognes to come in and iwear 
that he had vitiated her by a Wile. He mar- 
ry'd Popper within twelve days after he had di- 
vorc'd Ofavia, and lov'd her with an entire 
Aﬀection. Nevertheleſs, as well as he loy'd 
her, he kill'd her with a kick upon the Guts, 
though ſhe were big with Child, and 1ickly 
withal, for no other reaſon bur only chiding 
him for ſtaying a little too late at his Chariot- 
Driving Exerciſes. Notwithſtanding by her he 
had his beloved Claudia Auguſta, who dy'd an 
Infant. In a word, there was not any of his 
Kindred or Relations whom his impious Inhu- 
manity did not bring to untimely Ends. Amnto- 
2:4 the Daughter of Claudius he put to death, 
becauſe ſhe refus'd to marry him after the 
death of Poppea, upon pretence that ſhe was 
hatching new contrivances to embroil the 
Empire. And upon the ſame jealoufies and 
ſuſpitions he made away with the reſt that were 
any way ally*d or related to him in Blood, Of 
which number was Aulus Plantizs, a young Gen- 
tleman ; whoſe Body after he had by force defil'd 
before he mangl'd him to death, Now, ſaid he, 
let my Mother go and kiſs my Succeſſor giving it out 
that he was his Mothers Gallant, and by her 
ſpurr'd on to lay claim to the Empire. His Son- 
in-Law Rnfinns Criſps, the Son of Poppza by 

= her 
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her firſt Husband, not yet fourteen years of 
age, he ſent packing out of the World, becauſe 
he was reported to Perſonate Generals and 
Emperors in his common Sports; and to that 
purpoſe brib'd his own Servants to throw him 
into the Sea, as he-was one day buſily intent at 
his Paſtime of Fiſhing. He baniſh'd Tw/cas his 
Nurſes Son, becauſe that while he was Procura- 
tor of e/£gypr, he preſunr'd to waſh himlelf in 
thoſe Baths, which the eAgyptians had built a- 
gainſt his coming. He conſtrain'd his Tutor 
Seneca to lay violent hands upon himiclf, though 
he had frequently deiii*d leave to retire from 
Court, and had given him his Eſtate ; and 
though he had ſolemnly ſworn, That he was ut- 
terly innocent of any the leaſt cauſe of ſuſpition, and 
would rather chooſe to dye than prejudice the leaſt 
Hair of his Head, Having promis'd Burris the 
Captain of his Cuards a Remedy for a {welling 
in his Throat, he ſent him a rank Poyſon. 
All his wealchy and aged enfranchis'd Bond- 
men, that had been inſtrumental to procure lus 
Adoption and his advancement to the Empire, 
he haſten'd to their ends by ſtrong Poyſons al- 
fo, intermix*d ſometimes with their Meat and 
ſometimes with their Drinks. Nor was his Inhu- 
man Fury leſs fatal to Strangers and Foreigners. 

36. About the ſame time a Blazing Star 
appear'd for ſeveral Nights together ; which 
was generally look'd upon as a Portent that 
preſag*'d the Downfal of Soveraign Powers. 
Conſternated with this Prodigy, he knew 
not what to think; but Babilas the Aſtro- 
loger having inform'd him, that it was the 
Cuſtom of Monarchs to expiate thoſe Portents 
by ſome remarkable and ſignal Maſſacre, there- 
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by to avert the Judgment from themſelves upon 
the heads of their Peers and Nobility, he de- 
ſigr'd the ſlaughter and deſtrudtion of all that 
were of any Rank or Quality in the City ; ſo 
much the rather becauſe he had a ſpecious Plea 
for his ſo doing, as having diſcover'd two Con- 
ſpiracies againſt him but a little before. OF. 
which the firſt and moit dangerous was that 
wherein P:/o was engag*'d ; the other, that of 
Vinicins, Contriv*d and detected at Beneventum. 
The Conſfpirators pleaded for their Lives in 
Chains conſiſting of treble Links of Iron. Some 
indeed there were who confeſsd the matter of 
Fact of their own accords; but others more 
boldly told him to his Face, that they knew no 
better way to ſerve him, than by putting an 
end to his flagitious Life. However they were . 
all alike condemn'd ; and their Children all ex- 
pelPd the City, and either made away by Poy- 
{on or ſtarv'd to death. Moſt certain it is that 
a good number of them were poylon'd at one 
Meal, together with their Tutors and their Ser- 
rants that kept their Books; and others of the 
poorer 1ort forbid to work for Bread. : 
37. Aﬀer that, he gave his Cruelty its full 
ſwinge,murdering all without exception or exa- 
mination as he pleas'd himfelf. Not to inſtance 
many, there was Salvidienus Orfitus, to whom 
it was objected that he had let out three Lodg- 
ings in his Houſe neer the Forum to the Depu- 
ties of certain Free Towns. The main Quare 
rel againſt Caſſizs Lovginzs, a Lawyer, and 
blind with age, was only this, that he had 
plac'd among his Anceſtors the Statue of C. 
Caſſirs, one of Ceſars Aſſaflinates. And for 
Pats Thraſea, there was nothing againit _ 
ut 
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but his Vinegar Countenance, that made him 
look with a crabbed Face like a School-maſter. 
However according to his Law, they deſery'd 
death, and there was no reſiſtance. Nor did he 
allow above an hours ſpace to thoſe that he 
commanded to kill themſelves. And that there 
might be no delay, he ſent his Surgeons, To cure 
thoſe that were loath to diſpatch themſelves; for 10 
he call'd opening the Veins, to the end they 
might bleed to death. He is alfo reported to 
have had a great fancy, hearing of a certain 
Voracious e-#gyttian, that would eat raw Fleſh 
or any thing that was ſet before him, to have 
given him living Men to tear and devour. 
And thus puft up with uncontrouPd ſucceſs, he 
deny'd, That ever as yet any Prince underffood 
what was lawful for him to do. And beſides all 
this, he would frequently let drop many Ex- 
preſfions that were eaſie to be underſtood, that 
he intended not to ſpare the reſt of the Sena- 
tors ; nay that he would utterly extirpate that 
Order out of the Republick, and give the 
Commands of the Arpues and Provinces to the 
Gentlemen of Rowe and his enfranchiz'd Bond- 
men, Certain it is that neither coming nor 
going, he would vouchiafe them the Honour 
of a Kits, or the return of a uſual Salute. And 


when he began his great undertaking of the 


Tthmus ; at what time with a loud Voice, and 
in a full Afembly of Soldiers and Strangers, 


he prayd That the Deſign might turn to his own 


and the benefit of the People of Rome, he ſpoke 
not a word of the Senate. 

38. Neither did he ſpare either the People 
or the Walls of his Native Country. S0 


that a certain Perſon in common Dil- 
courle 
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courſe repeating . the following Verſe in 
Greek. | 


"EpZ Suvorr7@- gain wybimo meh 


When I am dead and in my Urn, 
Let Earth and Fire together burn, 
And all the World to Cinders turn. 


He reply'd, rather *BuZ CdrrO 


More nobly, while T live, would I deſire 
To fee the tumbling Univerſe a Fire. 


And indeed he made his words good ; for pre- 
tending to be offended with the deformity of 
the ancient Buildings, and the narrow Paſlages 
and Turnings of the Streets, he fet it on Fire 
ſo publickly, that many Perſons of Conſular 
Dignity, having apprehended ſeveral of the 
Gentlemen of his Chamber in their Houſes 
with Fire and Wiſps of Tow in their hands, 
durit not meddle with them, but were forc'd 
to let them go again. And becauſe there were 
certain Magazines adjoyning to his Golden 
Houſe, out of an impatient deſire to enlarge his 
Courts, and his Proſpect, he order*d them to be 
batter'd down with Warlike Engines, as being 
built of Stone, and theretore nor eafily yielding 
to the Flames. This Calamity rag'd tor fix days 
and ſeven nights together, while the poor Peo- 
Ty were ſforc'd to ſeek for ſhelter among the 
onuments and Tombs of the dead. And 
then it was that beſides the vaſt number of or- 
dinary Houſes, the Palaces of the great Cap- 
tains in former ages, adorn'd with the Spoils 
of Forreign Conqueſts, were all conſum'd to 
Aſhes, 
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Aſhes, together with the Temples of the 'Gods, 
which the ancient Kings of Rowe had rais'd, 
and had afterwards in the Punick and Gallick 
Wars been Conſecrated and Devoted to the 
Memory of the Roman Victories; and in a word, 


whatever Antiquity had rear'd of Monumen- 


tal and worthy the Veneration of Men, 
While he, beholding the dreadful Conflagrati- 
on from Mzecenas's Tower, and rejoyCing, as 
he ſaid, at the Beauty of the Flames, in his Actors 
Habit ſang the Tragedy of the Deſtru&ion of 
Troy, call'd aawos Tlij, or the Taking and ſack of 


Itium. And that he might have all the Spoil 


and Booty of the Ruins to himſelf, he promis'd 
to clear away the Rubbiſh at his own Charges; 
and therefore would not ſuffer any Man to 
make the leaſt ſearch tor what the Flames had 
left him; beſides another gain which he made 
by his loſſes, by the demand of Contributions, 
which were ſo exceflive, that he exhauſted 


not only the Eſtates of private Perſons, but | 


the Wealth of all the Provinces. 

39. Theſe Deſolations and Miſeries, which 
were only the Efte&s of their Princes Inhuma- 
nity, were attended by other accidental Calami- 
ties, as a Peſtilence that laſted one whole Au- 
tumn; during which ſhort ſpace of time, there 
was an accompt, by the Bearers, of Thirty thou- 
{and Funerals carry'd forth to the publick place 


of Burial: and next to that the Brirrſh Mailacre; 


at what time two of the chiefeſt Garrifons and 


Cities in that Iſland, were taken and fack'd | 


with a dreadful ſlaughter both of the Romans 
and their Allies : beſides the Diſhonour and Ig- 
nominy in the Eaſt of having the Legions put 
under the Yoak, and all Syria like to have been 


loſt. 
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loſt. In the midſt of theſe Misfortunes that 
were all attributed to the Miſcarriages of his Go- 
vernment, there was uothing ſo much to be 
wonder'd at as his Patience in bearing all the 
Execrations and Reproaches that were caſt upon 
him ; and that he ſhould be to none fo mild and 
gentle as he was to thoſe that teaz'd him with 
Satyrs and Lampoons : Of which there were 
many written ſuch as theſe that follow, both in 
Greek and Latin, and publickly thrown about : 
£ po _ 
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Nero, Oreſtes, au»d Alkmzon to, 

All theſe were Hero's that their Mothers ſlew. 
The moſt ungratious Nero though, to kiſs 
And then to kill his Mother-Mſs. 
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Quis negat eZnez magna de ſtirpe Neronem, 
Suſtulit hic Matrem, fuſtulic ille Patrem. 


Who dares deny the Mighty Nero ſprung 

From Great A.neas Loyns?* The one, when young, 
His Father on his Shoulders [awd ; the other 

By Head and Shoulders carry'd off his Mother. 


Dum tendit Noſter Citharam, dum Cornua 
Parthzs, 
Noſter erit Pan, ille Hecatebeletes. 


While mighty Nero ffrains his Tuneful IWires, 
And the Fierce Parthian draws his Horny Bow, 
Each one to faw'd Phobean Skill aſpires; 
Call the las} Pan then, his Darts we know ; 
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But bim Hecatebeletes, whoſe Tragick ſounds 
To diſtant Regions reach their deadly wounds. 


Roma Domus fiet, Vejios migrate Quirites, 
YI non & Veos occupat illa Domus. 


Old Rome muſt now be made one Houſe of State ; 
To Veii, Romans troop, ere "tis too late ; 
Leaſt while ye linger, donbtful what to do, 
The Houſe prevent ye, and reach thither too. 


Howeve® he never made any enquiry after the 
Authors,and ſome that were diſcover'd by Infor- 
mersto the Senate, he would not ſuffer to be pu- 
niſh'd with any ſeverity. 1/idoras the Cynick made 
noſcruple,feeing him one day paſs by in publick, 
to revile him openly, and tell him with a loud 
Voice, That he could ſing the wicked Attions of 
Nauplius ell enough, but made a wery ill uſe of 
bis 6220 good, Qualities. Datns alſo, an Actor 
of Atre!lan Farces, in a certain Song, wherein 
were theſe words vide m7, vjiave wirtg, God 
b»y Father, Ged buy, Mother, pointed fo diredtly 
at the Dcaths of Cl/audins and Aegrippina, that 
by his Poſtures of ſometimes drinking, ſome- 
times ſwimming, every body might eaſily know 
what he meant ; and in the laſt Clauſe he con- 
chided with thets words, 


Orcus vobtis ducit Pedes. 
Ds Te + 427 'th vr . 
Puato z preparing to carry ye forth with your Fees 
forwards. 
at the ſame time direing his antick Poſtures 
to the Senators. Nevertheleſs he proceeded no 


farther againſt either the Philoſophers or theſe 


kind 


tn 
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kind of Jack-Puddings, then only to expel them 
the City and the Confines of 1taly ; whether it 
were that he deſpis'd all their Infamous Re- 
fletions, or whether he were afraid to incenſe 
the Wits of the Times, by ſhewing his Reſenct- 
ment. . 

40. Atlength all the World having groan'd 
under the Oppreflions of ſuch a Prince for lit- 
tle leſs than Fourteen years, began to deſert 
him ; the Gauls firſt breaking the Ice, under the 
Command of Fulius Vindex, who then Go- 
veried that Province, under the Title of Pro- 
pretor. It ſeems that the Aſtrologers having for- 
merly foretold Nero, that the time would come, 


when all the World ſhould deſert him, he had 


frequently this Expreflion in his Mouth : 


To Tixvioy J& mou yat dvanpiges 
In every Country Art will find 
Admirers that will [till be kind. 


Intimating thereby that he was the more to be 
pardon*d for applying himſelf 1o feduiouſly to 
Muſick, which though his Diverſion only while 
he was Emperor, might prove his ſupport when 
reduc'd to neceflity. However there were fome 
who afſſur'd him the Dominion of the Za/#, Iet 
the worſt come to the worit ; others more par- 
ticularly the Kingdom. of Feraſalem; bur the 
greateſt parc {till flatter'd him that he ſhould be 
abſolutely reſtor'd to his priſtin Majeſty. Which 
he was the apter to believe, tor that Britain and 
Armenia, both in a fair way to be loſt, being again 
reduc'd to their Obedience, he concluded tnere 
was no fatal accident could do him any prejudice. 
But after he had Conſulced the Oracle of —_— 
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by which he was admoniſh*d to beware of the 
Seventy third year, as if the Heavens had de- 
creed the prolonging of his Life to that age, 
and never dreaming of Galba's years, he be- 
came ſo confident of long Life and continu'd 
Felicity, that having loſt a conſiderable quanti- 
ty of rich Jewels and coſtly Farniture in a 
Wreck at Sea, he vaunted among his Favourites, 
That the Fiſh would bring them again. At Naples 
he had Intelligence of the Revolt of both the 
Gallizs, the very ſame day that he killd his Mo- 
ther. At which he was ſo little troubled, that 
he ſeen'd rather to be glad of it, aving 
now a jult oxcaſion given to rob and plunder 
thoſe opulent Provinces ; and preſently haſten- 
ing to the Place of Exerciſe, he beheld the Wre- 
ſtlers with all the unconcerndneſs imaginable. 
And being interrupted at Supper upon thearrival 
of Letters auzmenting the bad news, his Paſhon 
role no higher than only to threaten, the Re- 
volters what he would do to them. Laſtly tor 
eight days togerher, he took no care in the 
World, but buricd all buſineſs in ſilence, with- 
oiit lo much as anfwering any Letters or gt- 
ving out any Orders what he would have 

done. | 
41. But ar length awaken'd with the ire- 
'quent and Contumelious Edicts of Vindex, he 
wrote a Letter to the Senate to vindicate his 
Honour, and provide for the publick ſafety ; 
exculing his ablence, by reaſon of an Inflama- 
tion 1n his Jaws. But nothing perplex'd him 
fo much, but that he was reproach'd with the 
Name of Piritn! Harper, and inftead of Nero 
call d eEnobarbrs + which made him declare 
that hs would reailume che Name of his "_—_ 
VE 
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ly, and quic the other of his Adoption, ſince 
they reproach'd him with it as a name which 
he was aſham'il to own. Nor did he ſtrive to 
refute the falifhoodd of other Contumelies, by 
any other defence of himielf, then only ſaying, 
they were fools and ignorant Perſons that ob- 
jected to his diſrevntation, his perfetion in a 
Science, which he had labour'd with ſo much 
pains to acquire. Till at length Meilengers 
poſting after Meſſengers with ijl News, tull of 
Terrour and Conſternation he return'd ro Rome. 
Nevertheleſs, his Heart being a little reviv'd 
upon the Road with a irivolus Auſpice, as ha- 
ving obſerv'd as he rode along engrav'd upon 
a Monument a French Soldier worited by a Ro- 
man Knight, and dragg'd by the hair of his 
Head, he leap'd for Joy, and Wortſhipp'd to- 
wards Heaven. Yet neither then would he 
vouchſafe to Addreſs himſelf to the Senate or 
the People, bur ſent for ſome few of the moſt 
leading Men to his own Houſe ; where after 
a ſhort and haſty Conſultation, he carry'd 
them to hear his Hydraulics, a new and un- 
known ſort of Muſical Organs that went with 
Water. And after he had ſhewn them all the 
Contrivances, and diſcours'd the Reaſon and 
diticulty of the Workmanſhip, promis'd to 
bring them in a ſhort time upon the Theater, if 
Vindex would give him leave. 

42. Afcerwards, when the News came that 
Gatlba and both the Spains were likewiſe revol- 
ted, his Heart failing him, he ſank down, and 
for a long time lay Speechleſs, like one that 
had neither Life nor Soul. So ſoon as he came 
to himſelf, he fell a tearing his Cloaths, 
thump'd himſelf about the Head, and at length 

| Dd 2 cry'd 
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cry*d out, Aﬀtum de fe, The World was at end 
with him. And when his Nurſe endeavour'd 
to comfort him by telling him, Thar the ſame Ac- 
cidents had many times befallen other Princes ; No, 
zo, laid he; for my Misfortunes ſuch as nere were 
beard of, never known before, ſurpaſs the Sufferings 
of others, that muſt living loſe an Empire. And 
yet for all this he remitted nothing of his won- 
ted Sloath and Luxury, So that upon the re- 
freſhing News that was brought him out of the 
Provinces, in the midſt of a Profuſe Supper, he 
would make jocular Verſes upon the Principal 
Heads of the Revolt, and ſing them to com- 
mon laſcivious Tunes, at the ſame time ſecond- 
ing his Voice with Geſtures no leſs Minucal 
and Wanton. And cauſing himſelf to be pri- 
vately conveigh'd into the Theater,ſuch was his 
Emulation to an Actor who gave great Satisfa- 
&ion to the Spectators, that he ſent him word, 
He made too bold with his Emperors Recreations. 
43. Ar the beginning of theſe Inſurrecions 
he 1s reported to have deſign'd moſt horrid and 
deteftable Projedts, yet ſuch as were no way 
repugnant to the Cruelty of his Nature. In the 
firſt place, to have ſent Succeflors to Command 
the Armies, and Executioners to Maſlacre the 
old Captains and Governours of the Provinces, 
as guilty of Combination and Conſpiracy ; 
and.co make a general havock of all the Bas 
miſh'd Perſons, and of all the Gauls that were 


living in the World ; the one, leaſt they ſhould 


joyn with the Revolters ; the others, as Con- 
iederates with their Countrymen, and favou- 
rers of their Rebellion : to have given up all 
Gallia to the Plunder of his Army; to have 
poylon'd the whole Senate at ſeveral Entertain- 
| | | ments ; 


J 


| 


by 


Nzkro Cazsak: 
ments; and to have laid the City in Aſhes, 


and while the Conflagration laſted, to have 


curn'd wild Beaſts among the People, to pre- 
vent their quenching the Flames, From all which 
he was deterrd, not ſo much by any Touches 
of penitent Compunction, as out of delipair to 
bring his wicked Contrivances to paſs. So that 
at length being convinc'd of the neceflity of 
an expedition, he turn'd the Conſuls our of 
their Offices before their time, and enter'd up- 
on the Conſulſhip alone by himſelf ; dreaming, 
as if the Fates had decreed, that Gallia could ne- 
ver be ſubdu'd, but by one Conſul. So ſoon 
as he had receiv'd the Faſces, as he was go- 
ing out of his Dining-Room, after a Plentitful 
Feaſt, leaning upon the Shoulders of his Favou- 
rites, he declar'd, that as foon as he arriv'd in 
the Province, he would preſent himfelf un- 
arm*d at the head of the Army, and do no- 
thing but weep. And when he had wrought 
the Rebels to ſubmiſſion, the next day rejoycing 
among the Joyful, he would ſing Songs of Vidto- 
ry and Triumph, which it was already high 
time for him to begin to compoſe. 

44+ Among the reſt of his Preparations for 
his Expedition, his firſt care was to provide 
Waggons to carry his Scenical Machines and Mu- 
ſical Inſtruments, and have his Concubines, 
which he defign'd to carry with him, trim'd 


- with theic Hair cut like Men, and arm'd with 


Battel-axes, and {mall round Targets after the 
manner of the Amazons. Soon after, he ſum- 
mor'd the City Tribes to take their Qaths of 
Fidelity ; but no Perſon by the Law permit- 
ted to bear Arms appearing, he order'd every 
Maſter to find him ſuch a number of Servants ; 

d 4 AQe 


495 


4.06 The LIFE of 


not excepting Domeſtick Stewards and Ama- 
nuenſes. He alſo commanded all the Orders to 
contribute a part of their Eſtates, as they were 
rated in the Cenſors Book. Lodgers alſo in pri- 
vate Houſes, and all Inhabitants though never 
ſo mean and poor, he order'd to pay an Annw 
al Penfion into the Treaſury all in ready Cafh. 
He was very nice and curious what Money he , 
took, and refus'd all but new Coin, fine Silver, 
and try'd Gold : So that moſt People openly 
oppos'd the whole Contribution, petitioning by 
general conſent, that the Informers ſhould ra- 
ther be forc'd torefund whatever Rewards they 
had receiv d. | 
45- Another thing was, that all the hatred 
which the People bare toward thoſe that made 
their Advantage of the publick ſcarſity of Corn 
and Proviſien fell upon Nero, For it unluckily 
iell out by accident, that in a time of publick 
Famin, a report was ſpread about, that there 
- was a Ship arriv'd from Alexandria, which had 
brought nothing but Duſt tor the Court Wreſt- 
ters : Which incens'd the People to that degree, 
that there was no ſort of Reproach or Calumny 
which he was not forc'd to undergo. Upon the 
top of his Statue was plac'd a little Chariot with 
this Infcription; Here lyes the Streſs, now pull a- 
way. About the Neck of another Statue they 
hung a Hair Bag with this Inſerption, Alas whats 
could Ido ? thou wouldſt deſerve the Parricides Sack 
* Alluding to the wrd For all me. Upon the moſt publick 
Gallus, which ſignifes Pillars of the City they wrote with 
as well a French-man Chalk and Coals, He has vatd the we- 
4 þ 4 = able tz 73 * Cocks with bis ſinging. And in the 
tabe bis 1c+t, -Mluding Night time ſeveral Perſons pretending 
to the naine of Vindex, tO quarrel with their Servants would 


who was at that time Cry out a | Vindex, a Vindex. 
"P07 tbe RELVOTECIS» 46 But 
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46. But theſe were things of ſmall Impor- 
tance to the Portents, Auſpices, and frightful 
Omens, as well old as new that continually a- 
larm'd him, though never wont to dream be- 
fore. Afﬀeer he had murder'd his Mother, he 
had a Viſion in his ſleep, thac the Helm of the 
Ship which he was ſteering, was wrelted out of 
his Hands, and that he himfelt was hauPd by 
his Wife OFavia into a narrow. Spot of hide- 
ous darkneſs; and that his Body was cover'd, _ 
with a vaſt multitude of * winged Emmets ;, _ 
at other times that he was ſurrounded by the wm oo 
Images of the ſeveral Nations Dedicated to Rahble. 
Pompey's Theater, and ſtopp'd from proceeting 
any farther : Thar the hinder parts of a Spaniſh 
Gennet, in which he took an extraordinary de- 
light, were transfornr'd into the ſhap2s of a 
Monkey ; and that having no Part or Member 
but his Head unmetamorphos'd, he ſeemi'd to 


ſing when he neighed. From the +} Mauſoleum, + Which 
the Doors flying open of their own accord, a jguſtus 


Voice was heard that ſummon'd him diſtindly ;,,.-:.,, 
by his Name. Upon the Kalends of Fanuary, of Mars, 
his Houſhold Gods, while preparations were where Ne- 
making for 4 ſolemn Sacrifice, tell down, and "9 #ad en- 
ſtrew'd the Room with their freſh Ornamental ee 
Garlands. Another time, as he was conſulting Pon, 
the Entrails of the Birds, Sporzs preſented him nt con- 
a Ring, upon which was engrav'd the Rape of ſum'd with 
Proferpina. Upon the day of making Vows y whe hong 
for the Proſperity of the Prince, at what time ;, z.. A 
all the Orders were met in a full Aſſembly, the 
Keys of the Capitel were hardly to be tound. 

In his Declamation againſt Yindex, when he 

came at the Conclufion, to tell the Senate, 


That the wicked Rebels would pay for their Diſloy- 
alty 


MR a2 HD DEW g — 
= — ES + <DL_E-_CS 4... CI - AER OR 
_ = ==2 = w=E 22 Bir —_— £ 5. = =. _ 
—_ —_ — ———_——> pg - ——_ —— — == 
=__ _ ee <Ee . _ mmm mn 
g PE. EP TX = FEST gy E - = _— — 
- k - = Ez O VT 7 Pray, Tm. = ET I 


— 
—> LIT, oY IEEE” = 


EDIRC <2 = 
Om mmm nrnnns Bart, IE I. > 


— = ——_— 


The LIFE of 


alty, and in a ſhort time, Make an Exit ſuitable 
to their A&ions, it was obſerv'd that in Applauſe 
of his Speech, they all cry'd out, Thou, Au- 
guſtus, ſhalt make their Exit. It was alſo taken 


notice of, thar the laſt Tragedy which he a&- 


ed in publickwas Oediprs ExiPd, which conclud- 
ed in theſe words. 


OayEiv jp dvwye ou inttuuws wile, mAMG: 


Thus Wife, thus Mother, and thus Father call 
For merited Revenge, and I muſt fall. 
47. In the mean time upon freſh Intelligence 
that the reſt of the Armies were revolted, he 
tore the Letters that were deliver'd him as he 
fate at Dinner, overthrew the Table ; and 
daſht againſt the ground two Chriſtal Glaſles, 
in which he took a great delight, and call'd his 
Homerics, by realon of certain Verſes out of 
Homer, that were engrav'd upon them; and 
then calling to Locuſia for a Dole of Poyſon, 
he put it into a Gold Box, and retir'd into the 
Servilian Gardens. From thence after he had 
diſpatch'd certain of his moſt truſty en- 
franchis'd Bond-men to Offa, to get ready a 
Fleet, he ſounded the Pretoria Tribunes and 
Centurions, to know whether they would ac- 
company him in his flight ; but {ome deſiring 
time to conſider, and others flatly denying, and 
among the reſt one fingle Perſon upbraiding 
him with this Expreſſion, 


Uſque adeone mori miſerum eſt ? 
1s it ſuch & terrible thing to dye? 
He 


_ nr th. Aga Foy, take ot 280ﬀ..4.-0 
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He turmoiPd his Mind with various and uncer- 
tain thoughts, whether he ſhould throw himſelf 
at the Feet of Galba, or implore Succour from 
the Parthians ; or whether it would not be his 
better way to put himſelf into Mourning, and 
publickly before the R:fra with all the ſubmil- 
ſion of a dejeted Penitent, beg pardon of the 


_ People for his paſt Miſcarriages ; and if he 


found them inexorable, to beſeech them at leaſt 


_ to grant him the Government of eZgypr. To 


which purpoſe he had a Speech ready wrir, 
which was afterward found in his Scrutore. But 
ſome think he was deterr'd from that defign, 
fearing he ſhould be torn Limb-meal before he 
got to the Forum, Thereupon waving thoſe 


* thoughts till the next day, he wak'd abour 


Midnight, and perceiving that his Guards were 
drawn off, he leapt out of his Bed, and ſent up 
and down for his Friends. But receiving no 
Anſwer from any of them, with ſome few At- 
tendants he went himſelt to their Houſes, to 
call them up. But finding the Doors all ſhut, 
and no body riſing to let him in, he return'd 
to his Chamber; from whence by that time 
thoſe few of his Guards that remain'd behind 
were not only fled, but had carry'd away the 
very Bed-cloaths along with them, together 
with the Box of Poyſon ; which put him into 
that deſpair, that he ſent for Spicillus, the Mir- 
millonian Gladiator, or any other Executioner ta 
diſpatch him. But when there was none to 
be found, har, ſaid he, have I neither Friends 
nor Enemies ? and with that away he ran, 
da he would have thrown himſelf into 
14146 | : 


45. But 
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48. But the violence of that Motion ſoon 
cealing, he made a ſtop, and began to conſider 
where he mighr find ſome more private lurking 
hole, where he might recollect his thoughts, and 
debate with himſelf whar he had to do. Up- 
on which, his enfranchis'd Bond-man Phaon of- 
fering him a Country Houſe of his, between 
the Salarian and Nomentan Roads about four 
M:i2s from rhe City, barefoot as he was, and 
Only in his Waſtcoat, he threw an old ruſty 
Cloak over his Shoulders, and with his Head 
cover'd, and a thin Handkercher before his 
Face, he gor a Horie-back, with no more than 
four Perſons in his Company, among whom 
Spores was one. But being terrify'd with a vi- 
olent trembling of the Earth, and the Light- 
ning that flafh'd in his Face, as an addition to 
his AfMiction, hc heard a great noiſe in the 
Pratoriay Camp among the Soldiers, curſing 
him and. wiſhing all Proſperity to Galba, 
He alſo met ſeveral Travellers upon the Road, 
among which there was one that ſaid to his 
Companions, Theſe Mz are in purſuit of Nero. 
Another ask'd, 1What News concernins Nero in 
che City ? Bur his Horſe ſtarting at the ſight of 
a dead Carcaſs that lay ſtinking in the High- 
way, and ſhaking off his Handkercher trom 
his Face, he was known by an old VYeterane Sol- 
dier, and ſaluted by his Name. Therefore as 


{oon as they came to the next Turning,quitting 


their Horſes, and bertaking themſelves to the 
Brambles and Buſhes, and fo through a blind 
Path in a Reed-ground, - with great difficulty 
and many ſtops by the way, being forc*d to 
{pread their Cloaths upon the ground for the 
eaſe of his Feet, he gotto a Wall over againſt 

the 
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the Houſe. Where Phan deſiring him to conceal 
himſelf a while in a Gravel Pic, till he could find 
a private conveyance for him into the Houſe, he 
made anſwer, He wonld never be buried alive. 
And therefore contented with what ſhelter he 
had, he ſtayd a while till Phaon return'd. And 
then it was, that being adry, he took up Wa- 
ter out of the next ditch, in the hollow of his 
hand, and having fupp*d it up, Th, 
ſaid he, zs Nero's * Build Water. Af F* For it was Nero's 
ter that, he pickt off the Brakes and 7nvention, fo by? bis 
: Water, and then to put 

Brambles that had torn his Cloak ;, Glaſs, coverd o- 
and ſtuck in the Cloth. And fo yr with Snow e6 cool at, 
creeping upon all tour, through a By which means, be 
narrow hole that was made in the Pad the pn of = 
Wall,he was receiv'd into the Houle, pas, + no , of 
and in the next Chamber he came 7h» Snow. 
at, threw himielf upon an ordinary 
Flock-Bed, cover*& with an old Cloak. At 
what time finding himiclt both a hungry and 
dry, they brought him a fort of ſtale brown 
Bread, which he refus'd, only drank a ſmall 
draught of Inke- warm Water. 

49: Then every one importuning him to 
ſlave himfelf from thoſe Afﬀronts and Contume- 
lies which every Moment threaten'd him, he 
order'd a Grave to be made in his Preſence ex- 
aftly according to the dimenſions of his Body, 
and that what pieces of Marble could be found 
ſhould be laid together, 'and that Water and 
Wood ſhould be got ready for the waſhing and 
burning of his Body ; weeping every time he 
caſt his Eye upon thoſe Funeral Preparations, 
and often crying out, | 


Qualis 
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Qualis Artifex Pereo ? 


What an Artiſt will the World loſe ? ; 


In the midſt of theſe delays, Phaons Meſlenger 
having brought him certain Letters, he ſhatch'd 
them out of his hand, and reading therein, 
That the Senate had declar'd him an Enemy to the 
Publick, and that he was to be ſought after that be 
might be puniſh'd, More Majorum, after the 
manner of ancient times, he ask'd what ſort of | 
Puniſhment that was? and being anſwer'd, [ 
that the Perſon was to be ſtripp'd naked, that 
his Neck was to be faſten'd in a Forked Stick, 
and in that poſture to be whipp'd to death, he 
was lo terrify'd that he ſnatch'd up two Dag- 
gers which he brought along with him ; bur 
after he had felt the Edges of both, he ſheath'd 
them again, pretending, His fatal Hour was nt 
get come, Then dallying with his end, ſome- 
times he defir'd Sporxs to begin his Moans and 
Lamentations; by and by he would defire 
ſome one of the Company to ſhew him the 
way to dye by his Example. And by and by 
he would chaſtize his own Pufillanimity with 
thele Expreſfiions. 
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1live, *tus true, but baſely and wretchedly miſerable. 


'Ov oper Negwvi, s open 5 vigew i oy Tols TUSTU; 3 
os EYRE OUuTOYs | , 

It does not become thee, Nero, it does not become 
thee : Occaſions like theſe, require quick and ſober 
thoughts, Up then, Cou-rage, and rouſe thy ſelf. + 


And now the Horſe-men were. at hand with 
politiy@ 


N ex © Caxsak 
poſitive Command to bring him back to Rowe, 
alive if poſſible. Which ſo ſoon as he perceiv'd, 


with a trembling Voice uttering the following 
Greek Verſe, 


 Lomoy ww @xumduv 101 17MM rare Pants 
T hear the ſwift-hee'd Courſers beat the Ground, 
That with their deadly noiſe my Ears confound. 


He clapt the Dagger to his Throat, Epaphroditas, 


hand to thruſt it home. Nor was he above half 
dead, when a Centurion brake in, and clapt 
his Coat to the wound, pretending as if he 
came to his Relief; to whom he ſaid no more 
then only, *7z ro late, and, Is this your Allegi- 
ance? and ſo faying he expir'd ; his Eyes being 
ſuddenly fix'd, and ſtaring in his Head even to 
the Terror and Aﬀright of thoſe that beheld 
him. The fiſt thing, and that which he moſt 
earneſtly defir'd of his Friends was, to preſeve 


his Head upon his Body, to the end he might 


be burnt entire. Which was freely granted by 
Tcelaus, one of Galba's enfranchiz'd Bondmen, 
lately releas'd out of Priſon, whether he had 
been committed upon the firſt news of his Ma- 
{ters Revolt, 

50. He was burnt at the expence of Five 
thouſand Crowns, his body being wrapt up in 
white Silk Coverlets interwoven with Gold, 
the ſame that he had made ute of in the Ca- 
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| the Maſter of his Requeſts afliſting his fainting 


lends of January before. His Aſhes were ga- - 


ther'd up by his Nurſes, Zcloge and Alexandria, 


and his Concubine z4#e, and depoſited in the 
Monument of the Domnrtir, from whence he 
was deſcended; which is Rill co be ſeen from 

| the 
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- the Field of Mars, built upon the Hill that o- 

verlooks the Little Gardens : 

ment there 1s a Trough of Porphyrie, at the 

* Or a kind Foot of an Altar of * Luna Marble, and all 
of _ encompalis'd with + Thaſian Stone. 

+ Speckr'd 51. His Stature was almoſt of an exact 

Marble, hight. The Skin of his Body freckPFd and ſpot- 

ted even to deformity 3 his Hair inclining to 

red ; his Countenance rather fair than hand- 

ſom ; his Eyes grey and dull of fight; fat 

Neck'd ; his Belly twagging and prominent ; his 

Legs very ſmall ; but of very a healthy Conſti- 

tution. For though he were immoderately In- 

temperate and Luxurious, he never was ill 

bur three times in Fourteen years ; and that ſo 

{lightly that he neither abſtain'd from Wine, 

nor his accuſtom*d Debauſhery. In 

his Garb and Habit ſhameleſly ſor- 
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Il Or a fort of Effemi- 


In which Monu- |. 


nate careleſs, looſe Gar- 
ment, ſuch as they us'd 
ro wear when they 
lay down to Supper or 
Dinner , which 
calPd Syarhefis, no 
way becoming the Ma- 
jeſly of an Emperor 
when he apppeard a- 
braad. 


WAS - 


did. Infomuch that when he went 
his Progreſs into Achaia, he 1uffer'd 
his Hair to grow longer behind than 
before, curl'd into Rings one above 
another; and. tor the molt part he 
he appear'd in publick in a {| Morn- 
ing Gown, without either Girdle or 
Shoes. 


52. He had a imackering of all the Liberal 
Sciences when he was a Boy. But his Mother 
put him out of conceit with Philoſophy, telling 
him, it was below a Perſon that deſign'd to be 
an Emperor. And Seneca diverted him from 
the knowledg of the ancient Orators, that he 
might keep him the longer in Admiration of 
himſelf. "Therefore being naturally addicted 
to Poetry, he made Verſes very willingly and 


with little Pains. Neither did he ever publiſh, 
| as 
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a; ſome believe, other Mens Works inftead of 
- his own. Some rough Draughts of his Com- 
poſition: fell into my hands, and ſeveral Copies 
of Verſes of his own writing well known to 
be his, fo blotted and interlin'd, that it was ap- 
parent they could neicher be tranſcrib'd or 
dictated by any other Perſon, but were his own 
Fancies alcer'd upon-diſlike by himfelf. 

53. He alſo took great delight in Painting, 
and Plaiſter of Parz-work. In which he affect- 
ted to be Popular above all things; as being 
emulous of all Men that gaind the Applauſe 
and Approbarion of the vulgar. It was gene- 
rally believ'd, that after he had won all the Ho- 
nours he could in the Theater, he would have 
gone the next Luſter, or the next five years, to 
have try'd his Fortune at the Ol;mpick Games, 
among the Wreſtlers. For he practis'd Wre- 
ling continually ; ſo that all the while he was - 
in Grcece, he never would behold the Gymmitk - 
Sports, but ſitting upon the ground within the 
Lifts, among thoſe that were appointed to give 
the Prizes; and it any of the Gameſters gave -. _ 
roo much back, he would thruft them forward . © 
again with his own hands. And believing chat ©; 
he was already equakto Apollo for finging, and 
to the Sun for Chariot-driving, at length he 
deſign'd to try whether he could out do Her- 
cules, To which purpoſe they report, that 
there was a Lion prepar'd, which he was to 
' have encounter'd naked, and either to have 
kil'd wich his Club, or to have throttPd with 
both his Arms, before all the People in the 
Amphitheater. 

54- Toward the latter end of his Reign he 
had publickly vow'd, if he held the Empire 

; | E & lafe 
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fafe and ſecure, in Commemoration of his Vi- 


- tory,to grace his Plays with Hydraulicks or Wa- 


ter Muſick, and Choraalicks, or Chorus's of 1e- 
veral Parts with Symphonies and Thorough- 
Baſes; moreover, that he would have the Bag- 
pipes, and that the laſt day he would Ad him- 
ſelf and Dance Twrnzs in Virgil, And ſome re- 
port, that Parzs the Actor, was by him put to 
death, as an Adverſary that he was mortally 
jealous of. 

55. He was infinitely Ambitious of Fame 
and Immortality, though he took the wrong 


| Courſe to acquire it. For which reaſon he al- 


cer'd the Names of ſeveral things and places, 
ro the end they might be call'd by his own, 
For which reaſon it was, that he calFd the 
Month of April Nereneus ; and that he had a 
detign to have call'd Rome, Neropclzs. 

56, He was a Contemner ot all Religions, 
and all the Deities except the Syrian Goddeſs ; 
though ac length he ſo deſpis'd her that he pilſs'd 
upon her Statue ; as being then ingag*d in 
another ſort of Superſtition, wherein he per- 
ſifted conſtant to the laſt. For that being pre- 
ſented with a mean and inconfiderable Perſon 
with a little Image of a Virgin, as a Spell a- 
gainſt all Confpiracies, and a Conſpiracy hap- 
pening to be immedaately afterwards detected, 
always aiter thac he heid that Image for the 
noſt {upream Deity, and conſtantly fſacrific'd 
co it three times a day ; and endeavour*d to 
have it believ'd among the People, that by her 
diſcovery all things to- come were reveal'd to 
him. However ſome Months before his death 
he Conſulted the Entrails of Beaſts according 
to the uſual Formalicies, but met wich nothing 

TNETrg 
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there but what was' fatally Ominous aud dread- 
ful. 
57. He dy'd in the Thirty ſecond year of 
his Age, upon the very day that he had pur 
Ofawvia to death. And ſuch was the univerſal 
joy upon the news of his End, that the Peo- 
ple ran about the Streets with their Caps of 
Manumiſſion, in token ot their recover'd Free- 
dom. And yet there were ſome, that for a 
long time adorn'd his, Tomb with all manner 
of Garlands which either Spring or Summer did 
afford. Others would many times ſet up his Im- 
ages dreſt up in Purple before the Roftra ; while 
others affix*'d his Edidts upon the Publick Co- 
lumns, as if he had been ſtill alive, and would 
in a ſhort time return to the Confuſion of his 
Enemies. Moreover, Velogeſus, - King of the 
Parthians, having ſent his Embaſladors to the 
Senate to renew his allyance, with great im- 
portunity preſs'd, that Nero's Memory mightbe 
held in Veneration, and recommended to Po- 
ſterity. Laſtly, whereas above twenty years 
ago, when I was a Boy, there was a certain 
Perſon, whoſe Condition and Quality were 
both obſcure and unknown, who gave himſelf 
out to be Nerc, his Name was ſo grateful to the 
Parthians, that they eſpous'd his Quarrel, vigo- 
rouſly afliſted him, and were reduc'd to greac 
Extremity before they would deliver him up tq 


the Senate. 
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SER. SULPICIUS GALBA 


In the Year after the City built $31. 


© ——— 


— 


- Done into Ergliſh by N. B. Gent. 


I- HE Line of the Czſars faild in 
Nero : Which thit it would fo 
come to paſs, was foreboded by 
. ſeveral, but among the reſt by 
two molt evident Signs. For in times paſt as L:- 
via, preſently after her Nuprtials with Auguſt ax, 
was riding to her Country Palace, call'd by 
the Name of Veientanum, an Eagle flying by, 
let fall into her Lap a white Hen holding a 
ſmall Laurel Branch in her Bill, in the ſame 
Poſture as the Bird of Prey had ſeiz'd her. 
Upon which, aiter ſhe had given order that the 
Pullet ſhould be carefully bred up, 
and that the Laurel Branch ſhould OE. 
be ſet in the Ground, ſuch numerous dm —_ = w_ 
Broods of Chickens en{u'd, that the River Tier, alavndibe 
Village is call'd to this day * ad Gal- from Rome, inthe Fla- 
linas; and fuch a Grove of Laurels minian Road, 
Ee 4 ſprung 


* Plinte tmabes mention 
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ſprung from the Branch, that the Czſars, when 
they were to triumph, gather'd . their Wreaths 
from thence; and it was the Cuſtom of 
thoſe that criumph'd to plant other Laurels 
preſently in the ſame place. More than this, . 
it was obſery'd that upon the Death of the ſuc- 
ceeding Emperors, the "Tree which was by any 
one particularly ſupply'd, immediately wither'd 
away. Burt in the laſt year or Nero's Reign, 
not only the whole Grove became Sapleſs from 
the very Root and periſh'd,but all the Poultry in 
* What he means by the the Village pin'd away and dy'd. In 
Temple of the Caſars the next place, the * Temple of the 
the Learned queſtion. Coſgrs being ſtruck with Thunder 
Some think.it to have £m Heaven, the Heads of the ſeve- 
been the Temple of Ve- - | 
nus Genicrix, inregard Tal Statues tell altogether to the 
the Cxfars deſcended Ground ; and the Scepter of Augu- 
from Venus by Eneas. [5 was ſhaken out of his hand. 

2, To Nero ſucceeded Galtha, no way related 
to the Family of the Cz/ars ; but without que- 
{tion a Perſon of great Nobility, and of an Il- 
luſtrious and ancience Deſcent, as he who always 
among the Titles of his Statues wrote himſelf 

tTS»Sir- the Great Grand-Child of Q. Cataulus f Capiteli- 
nem'd, be- 11s, Afterwards when he came to be Empe- 
«—"? 1h, Tor, he hung up his Pedigree in the Portico of 
Author of his Palace, wherein he deriv*d his Original by 
repairing the Fathers fide from Fove himſelf; by the 
the Capitol, others fide from Paſiphae, the Wife of Mines. 
-: Say It would be too tedious to give - an accompt of 
bn. the Images and Elogies relating of the whole 
Race ; what concerns the Family in particular 
I ſhall conciſely tonch upon. 

3. Who was the firft among the Salpicis that 
aifum'd the Sirname of Galba, wherefore, or 
trom whence he deriv'd it, is much diſputed. 

Soms 
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Some there are who believe that he burnt a | 
Town in Spain with Fagots beſmear'd with 


Galbanum, and by that means took the Place, 
after it had been long beſieg'd and affaiPd in 


| vain. Others, becaule that in a long decay of 


Health, he wore about his Wriſts certain Re- 
medies wrapt up in Wooll, in the form of a 
Bracelet, callPd Galbeuwm. Others, becauſe he 
was ſomewhat fat and burly, in regard that 


« * At this 
ſach a one the Garls call * Galba. Or elle 45 Gn 


quite the contrary, becauſe he was ſo extream- ;,” grench 


ly ſlender, that they reſembl'd him to thoſe fort jgnifies a 
of Worms that breed in Trees and dry Wood, Wen; and 
and are calld Galbe. Servias Galba, a Perſon t* ſame 
of Conſular Dignity, advanc'd the Glory of —_ fer 
the Family, the moit Eloquent Orator of his jy  jn gud 
Time. Of whom it is reported, that having plight. 
obtain'd Spain for his Province by vercue. of his 
Prxtorſhip, he put to the Sword pertidiouſly no 

leſs than Thirty thouſand of the Luſitanians, 

which occaſion'd the Rebellion of Viriatzs. 

His Grand-child, for being put by the Conſul- 


. ſhip, exaſperated againſt Julins Cxſar, whoſe 


Legate he had been in Gaul, enter'd into the 
Conſpiracy with Caſſizs and Brutus; for which 
he was condemn'd by the # Pedian Law. From T Þy which 
him deſcended the Grand-father and Father of {7 /far 
the Emperor Galba. As for his Grand-father ;, -rarg 
he was much more eminent for his Learning, Death 
than remarkable in Dignity ; for never advan- were inter- 
cing beyond the Degree of a Prator, he ſet 4i#ed the 
forth a General Hiſtory, that ſhew'd the Indu- Ow 
ſtry and Curioſity of the Author. His Father, : 
aſter he had been honourd with the Conſul- 
ſhip, though ſhort of Stature, Crook-backe, and 
but of a mean and ordinary utterance, became 

all 
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an Induſtrious Pleader at the Bar. He had for 
his Wives Mummia Achaica, the Grand-daughter 
to Catulrs, Great Grand-daughter to TL. Mum 
minus who fackt Corinth, allo Livia Ocellina, ex- 
treamly rich, and incomparably beautiful ; by | 
whom for the fake of his great Novility he 
ſeem'd to have been courted, and that with 
more than ordinary ardency ; for that notwith- 
ſtanding upon her importunity, he diſcover'd 
co her in private the defect of his Body, that he 
might not be thought to have deceiv'd her Ip- 
norance, yet ſhe would not be gainfaid. By 
Achaica hs had two Sons, Cains and Serve : | 
Of which the Eldeſt Caizs, after he had waſted } 
his Fortunes, forſook the City ; and becauſe 
Tibzrizs would not ſuffer him - to take the 
Benefic of his Lot for the choice of a Procor- 
fulſhip in his year, hedy*d a voluntary death. 
42. The Emperor Galba was born in the year 
that A. Valerins Meſſalla, and Cn. Lentulus were 
Conuls, the Ninta of the Kalends of Fanzary, 
in a Village that lyes under the Hill neer Terra- 
cina upon the let hand as ye ride to * PFundi. 


Fondi in Being adopted by his Mother-in-Law, he af 


I King- {111d the Name of Livin, and the Sirname 
om of Na- 


ples. 


of Oce!/z ; for he {till calPd himſelf Lucizs, in- 
ſtead of Serwvins;. till the time of his Reign. 
Certain it is, that Augujtus, while Galba was 
yet a Child, and came to kiſs his Hands among 
the reſt of his Playfellows, gently nipping his 
Cheeks, is ſaid to have utter*'d theſe words, 
x; 00 Tixvon © deyis nuav aRgaentn And thou my 
Son ſhalt alſo taſte of our Imperial Command. Ti 
berius likewiſe, when he found that he ſhould 
-come to the Empire, though not till he: was 
ſtricken in years, Let him live, ſaid he, ſince #f 
nothing 
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vt | thing concerns us. At another time while his 
& | Grand-father was attoning the Anger of ' the 
7 | Gods after a Great Thunder, an Eagle ſnatch*'d 
x | out of his hands the Entrails of the Sacrifice, 
4. and carry*d them into an Oak full of Acorns ; 
- upon which it was anſwer'd by the Augurs, 
that the Supream Imperial Dignity was por- 
- | tended to his Family, though not till very late. 
To which the old Man ſmiling reply'd, That 
\ will be hen the Mule has brought forth. Nor 
did any thing more confirm Galba in his At- 
tempts upon the Government, then the foling of 
a Mule, which while others deteſted as an ob- 
' ſcene Prodigy, he lookt upon it as a moſt joy- 
> | ful Omen, calling to mind the Sacrifice, and 
> | ſaying of his Grand-father. So ſoon as he had 
- | afſlum'd the Garment of Man-hood, he dreamt 
that Fortune ſpeaking to him made her Com- 
plaints, That ſhe ſtood weary withour Doors ; and 
that unleſs ſhe were ſuddenly let in, ſhe ſhould be- 
come a Prey to the next that ſaw her. "Thereapon 
waking he roſe and open'd the Street door and 
found a Brazen Statue of the Goddeſs lying 
neer the Threſhold, ſomewhat above a Cubic in 
length ; which he took up, and carry'd in his 
Arms to Tuſculum, where he ſpent the Summer. 
And after he had plac'd it in a * peculiar part * Hence 
of his Houſe Conſecrated for that purpoſe, he came the 
afterwards Worſhip'd with monthly Supplica- cot 
Tr, and with an annual Yigu/. And though = 
he were not as yet arriv'd at that age of Ma- Sratze of 
turity, yet he moſt obſtinately obſerv'd the old Forrume in 
| and obſolete Coftom of the City, and only us'd = w_ 
in his own Houſe, that his Freed-men .and Ser- - _ ſic 
vants ſhould twice a day make their appearance ceeding 
before him, and give him the Geod Morrow and Emperors, 
Good Night. 5. He 
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5. He ſtudy'd with great diligence the Libe 
ral Sciences and the Law. Then he made i 
his buſineſs to marry ; but having loſt his Wife 
Lepida,and two Daughters which he had by her, 
he remain'd a Widower, nor could be olliciteg 
to marry again upon any Conditions ; no, not 
by Agrippina her ſelf, ſoon after a Widow by 
the death of Domitius, who had ſo importunate | - 
ly tempted him while his Wite was yet living, | 
that in an Aſſembly of Matrons ſhe was na Þ} 
only ſeverely chid, but receiv'd a blow from 
the hand of her Mother LZepida. He had 2 
great Veneration for Livia Auguſta, with whom 
when alive he was in great favour and eſteem, | 
and had like to have been greatly enrich'd by 
her Will, after her deceaſe : For ſhe had be 
queath'd him the largeſt Legacy of all that ſhe 
had given to the reſt of the Legatees, to the ya: 
lue of a Hunder'd and five and twenty thou- 
{and Crowns in Gold. But becauſe the Sum 
was ſet down in Figures only and not in Words 
at length, Tiberius, the Heir at Law, reduc'd it 
to Twelve thouſand Five hunder'd Crowns, 
which he never paid him neither. 
6. Being advanc'd to great Honours before 
his time, the was Prztor when the | 
* Flora, a Curteſan, * Flora] Plays were Celebrated, at 
na 4s {ae hy _ what time he grac'd the publick 
left the People ——_ Shows with Elephants that danced 
her Heir, together with upon the Ropes, a ſort of SpeRtacle 
the uſe of a large Sum never ſeen before in Rome. AiteF 
of Money o the Cele- wards he was Preſident of the Pro- 
bration of ter Birth-day. yince of Aquitain for almoſt a whole 
year, and ſoon after he bore the Office of 
Conſul in due order of time. Wherein it ſo | 


fell out, that he himſelf ſucceeded L, gy 
| G 
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the Father of Nero, and Salvius Otho,, the Fa- 
ther of Orho, Iucceeded him; as it were a Pre- 
fage of the following accident, of his being 
Emperor between the two Sons. Being ſub- 
ſtituted Lord Lieutenant of Germany in the 
room of * Lextulus Getulicas, the next day that * Put to 
he came to the Legions, he check'd the Sol- © 
Eli | . . 1us, be- 
diers for too loudly clapping their Hands at a ,,,-%, 
; publick Speatacle, giving out his Commands, was in F«- 

| That they ſhould keep their Hands within their vour with 
| Coats. Thereupon it was a ſaying preſently '%* 3 
diſperc'd throughout the whole Camp, oY 


Learn Soldier Martial Diſcipline. 
*Zis Galba, xo: Grxtulicus. 


With the fame ſeverity he forbid the Soldiers 

to crave Diſmiſſions. Both the Veterans and 

Raw Soldiers he harden'd with daily Labour 

and Exerciſe. And having ſeaſonably repelFd 

| | the Barbarians who had already broken into 

' | Gallia, he gave to Caius, then preſent, ſuch 

| ainple fatisfaction, both as to himſelf and the 

Army; that among all thoſe vaſt numbers 

drawn together out of ſeveral Pro- 

vinces, there was not one that requi- Þ 7t was 4 Cuſtom for 

red f a Teftimonial from his General: *** Soldiers to beg _ 

nor-appeaF'd to the Emperor for lar- —_ —— 

ger Rewards. In this more eſpecial- whom they ſervd; Re- 

ly remarkable;that havingundertaken wards ofgreatermoment, 

a Field-Race with his Shield upon his 77 4t the diſpoſal of 

Shoulder, he ran twenty miles an end = if or himſelf. In 
5 | : ibution of which 

by the Emperors Chariot. he was govern'd by the 

7. When he heard of the murder Chara#ers given by the 

| of Caius, though by many ſpurr'd Generals and Legates. 

on to lay hold of the opportunity, he preferr'd 


his 
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his own eaſe. For which he was highly acceyt- 

- able to. Claudis, and being admitted into the 

Gang of his intimare Friends, was: ſo greatly 

by him-efteem'd, that upon his falling ſuddenly 

ill, though without any danger, the day ap- 

pointed for the Britiſh Expedition was put off, 

__ -., He govern'd Africa tor two years together, 

- *- Proconſul of the Province, extrajudicially ele. | 

ed co ſettle thoſe Countries diſturb'd with Civil þ; 

| _ Vifſentions. and Rebellion of the Barbarians: Þ 

2 : Where he order'd all things with great obſer 

- vance of Severity and Juſtice even in imall and 

petty Matters. A Soldier being convicted uy- 

on an Expedition, when Proviſion was very | 

ſhore, to have ſold a;Buſhel of Wheat, the re 

mainder of his Victuals, for a Hunder'd Dena: 

ries, when he came to. want Food, he' forbad 

any one. to relieve-him; ſo that the poor Fellow 

was famiſh*d to death. Then again in the de- 

termination of Law Suits he 'was very aCute ; 

for upon a diſpute concerning the Propriety 

of a Horſe,..the arguments. and evidence -0n 

both: ſides; being bur . ſlight, and conſequently 

the truth not eaſie ro be. diſcover'd, he order'd 

that the Horſe ſhould be led blindfold to the 

+... Lake where he was uſually water'd, and. then 

being unblinded, that he ſhould belong to' the 

Perſon to whom he ſhould betake himlelf after 

| he had drank: | | 

i; a ks = s. Therefore for what he had oy 
firſt bur "four appointed PH then in Africa, and former 

by Numa, to which af- 11 Germany, he receiv'd Triumphal 

”. wr = reeds CO - Mw _— 
were aageaz to whom with the High Prieſthood a thir 

7” - ng Sreeryal LA time; being admitted into the 

up the number of Fif- Colleges ol te * Fileen » the | 

__efteen ® Titily 


= 


ay 
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* Titiy, and Auguſtals, From which time to * The Titii 
the middle of Nero's Reign, he livid for the 77 4ne- 
moſt part a retir'd Life. Nor did he ever un- CE 
dertake a Journey, though it were but for plea- wen that 
ſure, but he had always attending another Cha- livd inthe 
riot which follow'd his own, laden with Gold, S«burbs of 


to a conſiderable Sum ; till at length coming AS 


| to reſide at Fund;, that part of Spain call'd Tar- g;74 
; raconenſis was offer'd him ; (containing now Ar- Soothſay- 
| ragon, Caſtile and Catalonia) where it ſo hap- ing3 fo 


"4 1 Crific : - <|> Calld from 
pen'd, that as he was Sacrificing in a publick the Bids 


Houſe upon his Entry into the Province, a little ,,p;p rhey 
Boy who afliſted at the Ceremony, holding the obſervd in 
Cenſor, of a ſudden turn'd quite grey. Nor Latin _ 
were there wanting thoſe who made a ſwift In- £474 Tt- 
terpretation of the Prodigy, that it ſignify'd a 
great Alteration of Afairs, and that he in his 
old age ſhould ſucceed a young Man ; that is 
to ſay, that he ſhould prove Succeſſor to Nero. 
Nor was it long after, that Lightning fell into 
the Lake of Cantabria, atter which there were 
no leſs than twelve Axes found in the Water, 
a certain Sign of Supream Empire. 

9. For ſeveral years together he govern'd the 
Province variouſly and with an unequal Tem- 
per : At firſt (harp, vehement, and exceflivein 
puniſhing Offences 3 for he caus'd a Bankers 
hand to be cuc off and naild to his Table, for 
falſifying his Truſt in telling oue Money ; and 
order'd a Tutor to be Crucity*'d for poyſfoning 
his Pupil, ro whom he was the next Heir ; and 
when the Criminal implor'd the Benefit of the 
Law, and atteſted himſelf to be a Citizen of 
Rome, as it were to alleviate the puniſhment 
with a more than uſual Honour, he command . 
ed the Crols to be chang'd, and another much 

higher 


4 30 The LIFE of 
| higher and whited over, ro be erected in its 
Room. Afterwards he gave himfelf up by de- 
grees to ſloth and idleneſs, that he might not 
afford any occaſion of Jealoufie tro Nero ; and 
as he was wont ro ſay, becauſe no Man is bound 
to give an accompr of his lazineſs. While he 
was ſitting in Judgment at new Carthage,he heard 
that both Gallia's were up in Arms; at what |. 
F time, the Legate of Aquitain imploring his | 
LS oy aid, preſently there came Letters from * YVindex, | 
Gallia, © full of importunate Incentives, To bethink him: 
= ſelf of preparing at length to be the Captain and 
Revenger of Mankind. Nor was he long deli 
berating before he recetv'd . the Condition, 
partly through fear, partly encourag'd by his 
hopes. For he had — already of Ne- 
ro's Commands ſent to his Treaſurers to diſpatch 
him out of the World. On the other ſide he 
was encourag*d as well by manifeſt Signs and 
Omens of Proſperity, as by the Propheſie of a 
' chaſt and vertuous Virgin ; and that, fo much 
the more, by reaſon that the Prieft of Fapiter 
worſhip'd in Clunia, warn'd in a. Dream, had 
digg'd up the ſame: Verſes in the molt ſecret 
part of the 'Femple, as they had been utrer'd 
by another Virgin Propheteſs above Two hur- 
der'd years before : The ſence of which Ver- 
fes was this, That the time would come, when 
there ſhould ariſe out of Spain a Prince and Lord if 
all the World. 

Io. Therefore after he had aſcended the Tri- 
bunal, as having deſign'd that day to hear Pett- 
tions for the Manumiſtion of Slaves, in the firft 
place he caugd to be brought into Court the | 
Statues of ſeveral Perſons condemn'd and mur- 
der'd by Nero; and placing next his own ſeat a | 

young 
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young Lad of Noble Extraction, whom he had | 
ſent for from the neighbouring * Balearic Iſlands, * zither 
whicher he had been j Exi!'d, he deplor'd the Majorca or 
ſad Condition of the Times, and being faluted + . 
Emperor, . however he would acknowledge hims- ;;, ths 4 
ſelf no more then the Senates and the Roman Peo: mn of the 
ples General. Then Proclaiming a general Vaca- Piſonian 
tion, he liſted Legions and Auxilaries out of the CR 
common People of the Province, to reinforce !,*. - 6 
the YVeterane Army, that conſiſted of no more +h9ſe that 
than one Legion, two Wings, and three Co- were found 
horts; and out of the chiefeſt Officers moſt gy were 
eminent for their Wiſdom, and grown in years, _— = = 
he ſelected a kind of Senate, with whom to cher py. 
conſult upon occaſions of greater importance, ſon'd or fas. 
ſo often as need ſhould require. He alſo made 4 :9 
choice of ſeveral young Gentlemen, in the De- death. 
gree of Knighthood, who being ſtill permitted : 
to wear their Gold Rings, ſhould be | 
call'd || Evocati, or Squires of the Body, ||TheEvocati were Vete= 
and were to keep Guard before his 74 Soldters, wh: after 


D Ne they had ſerv'd out their 
Bed-Chamier inſtead of the Com- time, were Bilan 


mon Soidiers. He alto ſent forth his þy the particular favour 


Edicts through all the Provinces, re- of the Conſuls and Ge- 

ſolving to engage as well all in gene- #27415, 7n order to _—_ 

ral as particular Perſons, to the end aber A rn 

that all might be ready to afhiit the 'perſens, were equalP'd 

Common Cauſe to the utmoſt of with the Centurions, 

their Povver. Much about the ſame 

time, as they were digging up the Earth for the 

fortification of the Town, which he nad made 

choice of to be the feat of the War, was found 

a Ring, with a Gem wherein was ingrav'd Vi- 

ctory with a Trophy, and which appear'd to be 

an ancient piece of Workmanſhip, and imme- 

diately after a Veſſel of Alexandria dropt into 
Fi ts 
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the Port of * Dertoſa, laden with Arms, there be- 
ing neither Pilot, Seaman or Pailenger aboard ; 
ſo that there was no body that queſtion*d the Ju- 
ſtice of the Cauſe,but look'd upon the War as Sa- 
cred and acceptable to the Gods. When ofa ſud- 
den a ſtrange Confuſion happen'd that had like 
to have ſhatter*'d the whole Frame of the De- 
lign : For one of the Wings repenting the 
change of their Allegiance, endeavour'd to 
deſert him as he was juſt approaching to the 
Camp ; ſo that he had much ado to retain 
them within the Bounds of their duty : And 
the Servants which one of Nero's Freed-men had 
preſented him already prepar'd for Treachery, 
were very neer murdering him, as he was pat- 
ſing through a narrow Turning to the Baths; 
but while they made a noiſe exhorting one an- 
other not to loſe the occaſion, ana gave no fa- 
tisfaction to thoſe that demanded what they 

2ant, they were apprehended, and bemg put 
to the Rack confeſs'd the Treaſon. 

11. Upon the neck of theſe diſturbances and 
dangers, fo narrowly eſcap'd, the death of Vin 
dex happen'd, which diſmay'd him more than 
all the reſt, infomuch that like a Perſon for- 
lorn he was within a very Iittle of making a- 
way himſelf. But Meſlengers immedaately 
coming poſt from the City to him, with news 

that Nero was ſlain, and that all the 


7 Which was a Military People had ſworn Allegiance to him, 


Garment that only the 


laying aſide the Appellation of GE- 


Lord General was wont s 


ed with Purple,but with Ce/E£S AR; and when he travell'd 
Scarlet and Goid Lace. he rode always clad with the Milita- 


Some think it reſembled ry + Paludamentum, and his Dagger 


in ſome ſort our Heralds 
Coat of Arms, 


hanging from his Neck upon his 
Breaſt. 
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' Breaſt. Nor did he return to the uſe of his 


Gown, until he had ruin'd at Rowe Nymphi- 
dins Sabinus Captain of the Pretorian Bands ; 


Fonteins Capito in Germany, and Clodins Macrus 


in Africa, who were all three Conſpiring new 
alterations in Government. 

12. There was a report of his Cruelty and 
Covetouſneſs, which had reach'd the City be- 
fore his arrival ; upon -theſe grounds, that he 
had puniſh'd ſeveral Cities of Spain and Gaul, 
ſome with heavy Impoſitions ; others by throw- 
ing down their Walls for the cautious delay of 
their ſubmiſſion to him ; that he had put to 
death ſeveral of Nero's Overſeers and Treafſu- 
rers, together with their Wives and Children; 
that he had melted a Crown of Gold weighing 
no leſs than fifteen Pound, which the Tarraco- 
zenſians had taken out of the ancient Temple of 
Fupiter ; and becauſe there wanted three Oun- 
ces of the weight upon the melting, he laid a 
Tax upon the .Peopie to make it up. "This re- 
port was not only confirm'd bur encreas'd ſo 
foon as he enter'd the City : For having re- 
ſolv'd to reduce the Sea-men, whom Nero had 
liſted into the number of real Soldiers, to their 
former Condition, when they ſtood upon their 
terms, and obſtinately demanded their Eagle 
and their Enſigns, he nor only ſent in his Horſe- 
Guards among them to quell and diffipate chem, 
but hung up every tench Man. He alfo diſ- 
banded the Cohort of Germans, formerly en- 
roll'd by the Cz/ars, for the Guard of their Bo- 
dies, and of long try*d Fidelicy, and ſent them 
back to their own Country withour any fatis- 
faction for their Service, as more favouring Cz. 
Dolabells, neer to whoſe Gardens they had 

Ft 4 pitch'd 
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pitch'd their Tents. And it was nois'd abroad 
inderiſion of him, whether true or falſe, that he 
wept to ſee a Supper brought him up, more 
ſumptuous than uſual. Another time that his 
ordinary Steward brought him an Abſtract of 
the Imperial Expences, he reach'd him from his 
Table a Platter of boil'd Peaſe for his ſedulity 
and dilligence. To Canus the Flute-player, that | 
wonderfully pleas'd his Fancy, he gave five 


+ Worth a * Denaries, which he ferch'd himſelf with his 


Shillings, or OWN hands out of his peculiar Cabinet. 

a Dutch I3. Therefore his arrival was not altogether 

Florin. 1o acceptable to the People ; and that moſt e- 
vidently appear*d upon the firſt publick Show. 

7 Socall'd At what time the | Atellans having begun a 


! 
fi Fo molt known Song, or rather Ballad, - 


Campania. Hz : 

A fort of Venit io ſfimus a villa. 

Lampoonirg 

Players . : 

that þ lay F py r00, = r00M, 

upon thei Here's Fiatucſe from ihe Country come. 

ces of the 

Times All the Spectators ſetting up their Throats toge- 

w110t re- ther went on with the reſt of the words, and act- 

gard to the 7 - 

Nuality of 2d and repeated the Verſe over andover again 

the Perſon, Or Teveral times together. So that he obtain'd 
the Empire with more. Applauſe and Authority 
than he held it; though he might be ſaid to 
give many Proofs oi a moſfF excelient Prince ; 
but thoſe were not 1o grateful, as what he did 
amiſs was look*d upon with an Eye of ſcandal 
and hatred. He was altogether over-ruPd 
and govern'd by three Perſons, who living to- 
gether within the Walls of the Palace, and ne- 
ver ftirring from his Elbow, were commonly 


calPd his Padagoones. Theſe were T.V; _ 
15 


Gar s Aa, 
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his Legate in Spain, immenſly rapacious ; Cor- 
neliis Laco, from an * Aſſeſſor or Judges Afiſt- * Aſeſſors 


ant advanc'd to be Lord Chamberlain or Go- 
vernour of the Palace, intolerable for his Arro- 
gance and his lazy fluggiih Humour: And the 


were muc 
like our 
Maſters in 
Chancery 


third Tels his entranchis'd Bond-ſlave, . ho- that fit as 
nour'd a little before with Gold Rings, and 4ſtants 


the Siraame of Marrianmw, and now a Compe- 


to the 
Chancellor. 


titor for the higheſt F Degree belonging to the + yich 
Order of Knight-hood. To theſe Men, in whom was to be 
Vices of various Natures impetuouſly rag'd, Controller 


he ſo entirely gave himſelf up to be abus'd and 
flatter'd, that he was hardly his awn Man: 


of the 
Houſhold, 


Sometimes mare ſever2 and ſparing; ſometimes 
more remiſs and negligent than became an E- 


lected Prince a:d a Perſon of his Age. 


He 


condemn'd unheard certain Eminent Perſona- 


ges of both Orders upon the ſlighteſt 
imaginable. 
rarely beſtow'd upon any Man. The 
Privileges due to thoſe that had * be- 
got three Children he would hardly 
grant, either to thoſe that were free 
or thoſe that were not free ; or if he 
were ſo kind to a Citizen, *twas on- 
ly tor a certain prefix'd time. He 
not only deny*d the fuit of the Jud- 
ges, who petition'd that a ſixth f De- 
cury might be added, but alfo cook 
from them the Privilege which Claud;- 
z had allow'd them, that chey ſhould 
_ Not be ſummon'd to duty neither in 
the Winter nor beginning of the 
year. 


The Freedom of the 


ſuſpicion 
City he 


* Among the Romans 
thoſe that had begot 
three Children were 
freed from all manner 
of Duttes. 

The Fudges that aſ- 
fiſted the Prazcor in 
hearing Cauſes were 
divided into ſo many 
Decuries, or Compames, 
who were to b2 read; to 
aſſt the Prxror upon 
Summons; and theſe 
Tudges were choſen out 
of the ſeveral Tribes of 
the City by the Prztor 


himſelf. 


I5. It was alfo thought that within two years 
he would have put an end to all the Sengrorian 


Ff 19 


and 
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and Equeſtrian Dignities, which he would have 
* 7 which return'd to none but ſuch as were * unwilling 
bewas imi- or refus'd to accept them. Nero's Liberalities, 
—_ allowing no more than the Tenths, he order'd 
theRoman £0 be revok'd and redemanded by fifty Roman. 
Emperor, Knights, upon this Condition, that if the Co- 
who was medians or Wreſtlers had fold any thing which 
fu 4 10 ſays had been formerly beſtow'd upon them, it 
us a ſhould be taken away from the Buyers, if the 
mt ſuch os others having ſpent the Money could not re- 
courted pay it. On the other ſide, there was nothing 
high Em- which he did not ſuffer to be put to ſale, or gi 
_— ven away for favour by his Affociates and en- 
ad at franchisd Bond-men, abatement of Tributes, 
che Helm Tramunities, Puniſhments of the Innocent, and 
of the [Tmpunities to the Criminal. Moreover when 
is; oo the People of Rowe demanded that Halotus and 
ee Tigellinus might be put to death, them alone, 
the moſt wicked of all Nero's Emiſlaries, he ſe- 
curd and protected ; and more than that, he 
honour'd Halotus with an ample Procuration ; 
and in favour of Tigellinus, by an Edit he up- 
braided the People tor their ſeverity. 

I6. For theſe things he was diſguſted by all 
the Degrees and Orders of the Rowan People, 
but more eſpecially hated among the Soldiers. 
For when his Commiſſioners, appointed for 
that purpoſe, had promisd a larger Donative 
than ordinary to the Soldiers when they came 
to {wear Allegiance to him in his abſence, he 
refus'd to confirm the Promiſe of his Friends, 
frequently boaſting, That it was hx cuſtom to 
raiſe his Soldiers, not to purchaſe them. Which 
ſaying of his exaſperated the Soldiery in all 
parts of the Empire. Beſides he anger'd the 
Preatorians by overawing and aftronting them ; 

| making 


GALT. 


making frequent removes of the greateſt part 
of them, upon every flight ſuſpicion of their 
fidelity, as addicted to Nymphidirs. But above 
all the reſt, the Army in upper Germany fum'd 
and chafed, to be deirauded of the Rewards 
which they had merited tor their faichiul Ser- 
vice againſt the Gauls and Vindex. Therefore 
they were the firſt chat preſuming to break 
their Allegiance, upon the Kalends of Fanuary 
refus'd to be ſworn to any other than the Se- 
nate. Which done, they immediately appoin- 
ted Commiſſioners to the Pretorian Bands, with 
Orders to let them know, That they did not like 
an Emperor made in Spain, and therefore that they 
themſelves would chooſe a Man whom all the Armies 
ſhould approve. 

* T7. Of which when Galba had intelligence, 
believing he was grown into Contempt, not ſo 
much for his Age, as for his want of Iflue, he 
preſently ſingles out from the midſt of the 
Croud of thoſe that came to pay their Saluta- 
tions to him, Piſo Licinianus, a Noble : young 
Gentleman, and of Eminent Parts, for- whom 
he had formerly an extraordinary Aﬀection, and 
therefore h5 4: along pur him into his Will as 
Heir to his {e:ional Eſtate and Name, and cal- 
ling him Son, he carry*d him to the Camp, and 
there, before a full Ailembly of Officers and 
Solciers Adopted him; yer not then fo much 
as uttering the leait word of any intended Do» 
native:; "Which gave A. Salvizs Otho the more 


caſte oportunity to bring about his deſign witha 


in ſix days after the Adoprion. 
18. Remarkable and daily were the Prodigies 
that now from the beginning portended the 


Exit which befel him. For as he was upon the 
| Ff 4, Road, 
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The LIFE of 
Road, at what time Sacrifices were ſlain in all. 
the Towns on every ſide in honour of his ap- 
proach, a Bull being ſcar'd with the blow of the 
Ax, and breaking his Halter, violently run a- 
gainſt his Chariot, and rearing up his fore Feet 
beſmear'd the Emperor with his Blood ; and 
preſently after, as he was alighting from his 
Chariot, one of the Penſioners of his Guard, 
being crouded forward by the Multitude, had 
like to have wounded him with his Javelin. 
And no ſooner was he paſs'd through the City, 
but he was welcom'd to his Palace, with an 
Earthquake and ſubterraneal bellowing of the 
Wind coop'd up within the Bowels of the 
Earth. Afterwards more apparent Omens ſuc- 
ceeded : For he had cul}lV'd out of all his Trea- 
fure a certain Bracelet ſet with Pearls and Jewels 
to adorn his Statue of T/culan Fortune, which 
afterwards, as deeming it worthy a more [llu- 
ſtrious Place, he Conſecrated to Capiroline Venus ; 
Hut the next night he dreamt that he ſaw the 
ſame Image of Fortune complaining of her being 
robb'd of the Preſent which he had beſtow'd 
upon her, and threatning to recal thoſe Favours 
which ſhe had beftow*d* upon him. Upon 
which awaking in a great affright he haſten'd 
early in the Morning to Tuſculum, to divert by 
vupplications the evil Omens of his Dream, ha- 
ving ſent his Prieſts and Soothſayers before to 
make ready the Ceremonies. But when he ar- 
r1v'd, he found nothing but a glowing Ember 
tpor the Altar, and an old Man apparelFd in 
Mourning Habit, ſtanding by, and holding the 
Frankincenſe in a Glaſs Plate, and the Wine 
vnmix'd in an Earthen Cup. It was alfo ob- 
ſerv'd, that as he was offering Sacrifice . about 
| \the 


GALB A. 

the middle of Fanuary, his Crown fell from 
his Head ; and as he was about to inſpect the 
Omens of his future Luck the Birds flew quite 
away. Alſo in the Camp his Imperial Chair 
that us'd to ſtand before the Tiibunal, when 
| he made any Harrangue to the Soldiers, was 

miſplac'd ; and the ſame thing alſo happen'd in 
the Senate, where through the inadvertency of 
the Officers, his * Running Throne was let where ® This was 


it ought not to have ſtood. portr ns 
19. Moreover before he was ſlain, the Sooth- $.-." of 
S442 State coms 
fayer frequently admoniſh'd hirz ro beware the wry car- 
. threatning danger, that the Affaſiinates were yd in the 


not far off In a few hours after he underſtood Chari, 
herein the 


that Orho was Maſter of the Camp; and when; 
the greateſt part of his Friends perſwaded him ay eg 
to make all the ſpeed he could to the Soldiery, Senate, 
for that he might prevail, through the awe otcal'd Cu- 
his Preſence and Imperial Authority, he re- _ from 
ſolv'd to do no more than only keep himſelf,,,"7;,,;. 
Cloſe within the Walls of his Palace. However fs a Cha- 
he put—on a | Linnen Corſlet, yet not diſſem- rz:. 
bling his fears how little it would avail againſt T ade of 
the Points of ſo many Swords. Bur being in- Fo 
veagled into the Serect by falſs Rumours which wie Wine 
the Conſpirators had ſpread abroad on purpoſls, or Vinegar 
to incice him forth, loine few raſhly affirming ?mermix'd 
that the buſineſs was over, that the Rioters and Grow 
Mutineers were quelFd, and the reſt coming in led pron 4 
a full Body to congratulate and pay him their teen times 
wonted Homage ; theretore to meet theſe he 9 more. 
rode forth with fo much confidence, that to a 
Soldier vaunting that he had flain Oro, he made 
anſwer, By whoſe Order, and io rode on to the 
Forum. "There the Horſe-men who were en- 
truſted withthe Aſſaſſination, galloping through 
eng 


Fo 

CY 
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the diſperc'd Throng of common People, as 

ſoon as they ſaw him at a diſtance,mads a little 

ſtop ; bur »r2ſently atter pucting ſpurs to their 

Horſes, thzy iell upon him aad ſtabb'd him, 
deſerred ai abandon'd by all his Followers. 

20. ome there are who report, that upon 

the firſt noiſe of the Turur, he cry'd our, 

What is this ye are doing Fellow-Soldiers? I am 

yours, and you are mine , and tiat then withal he 

promis'd them a Donative. This was moſt of 

all to be wonder'd at, that not one of thoſe who 

A: were preſent ſo much as offer'd to afliſt the 

\  - Emperor, and thoſe that were ſent for, all di- 

ſpis'd the Meſfengers, excepc the Regiment of 

Germans. For they remembring his late kind- 

neſfes, for that he had ſupportza and reliev'd. 

them full of Diſeaſes, and half tamiſtfd as they 

were after a long Voyage by Sea, flew to his 

{uccour ; but too late, being retarded by their 

1gnorance of the neareſt Paſſages, and mitiing 

| their way. He was murder'd cloſe by 

* Where the Earth s the * Cartian Lake, and} there left as 

formerly ſaid to have _ 1, lay weltring in his Blood, until a 

gap'd, and that Cur- | 

tius threw himſelf into common Soldier returning from a 

the Chaſm to appeaſe the. publick diſtribution of Corn, laid 

ſubterraneal Demons. QCown his Burchen and cut off his 

| 7 —_— = "ig = Head ; and becauſe he could not 

4c. Sn offer an ;, take hold of the Hair becauſe he was 

dy to came neer him, bald, he carry*d it in the Lappet of 

| his Coat; and by and by thruſting 

his Thumb between his Teeth preſented it to 

Ocho. He gave it to the Suttlers and Horſe-Boys, | 

who carry*d it round. the Camp the Object of 

their Scorn and Contempt ; ever and anoncry- 

ing out, Cupid Galba, enjoy the Beauty of thy Age ; 

chiefly excited to that petulant ſcurrility, tor 

that 


Gals a,  Aat 
that a few days before he appear'd in publick, | 
to a certain Sycophant that flatter'd the florid- 
neſs and vigour of his Perſon, confidering his 
years, he reply'd, #7 wr wirG- Humely Bhs. 


F As yet my ſtrength feels no decay. * The ſay- 
: | 7ng of Dio- 
From theſe Rakeſhames the enfranchisd Bond- _— 


man of Patrobins Neronianm bought the Scall when he 
for a Hunder'd Marks in Gold or ſomething was going 
more, and threw it into the ſame place whete his 9 #85 or 
Maſter had been f executed by the Commands.;, *# 5 

© . * #n the ſame 
of Galba not long before. Bur at laſ} Argins Confiift 
his Treaſurer buried both the Head and the reſt wounded 


of his Body in his Maſters own private Gar- Venus and 
dens, lying upon the Aurehian Road. | rr þ 

21. He was neither || roo low nor too high, 4,4 caurs 
very bald, blew Ey'd, Hawk-nos'd ; having his the greateſt 
Toes and Fingers extreamly diftorted with the part of Ne- 
Gout ; ſo that he could neither endure a Shooe, 52'5 Em 
nor hold or turn over the Leaves of a Book. TR hi 

E's . : ng whi 

22. On his right ſide alſo his Fleſh grew torth pa:covius 
and hung downin ſuch a manner, that it could was one, 
hardly be kept up with a Swath. He was ai- 79 5? put to 
ſo ſaid to be a great feeder, inſomuch thar in ©: 

Fo "Ds ff . - 1: || Juſta 
the Winter time it was his cuſtom to call for his Scarura as 
Breakfaſt before day ; but excceding at Supper mong the 
. to that degree, that he would order his Leavings Romans 
and his Orts, of which he made great heaps, Pow 
to be carry'd about and divided among the [;. m 
meaner fort of his Attendants. In the fatis- 2h or. a 
faction of his Luſt more prone to the Male little more. 
Sex ; nor did he care for any of that Sex nei- 
ther bur ſuch as were over-grown and exſolete. 

It is reported therefore that in Spain when Tce- 
lxs, one of the ſtaleſt of his He-Concubines, 
brought 
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brought him the news of Nero's death, he not 
only receiv'd him in publick with home-preſs'd 
kiſles, but courted and ſent him away to be 
ſmooth'd without delay. 

23. He was kill'd in the Threeſcore and thir- 
teenth year of his age, atter he had Reign'd 
ſeven Months. The Senate, as ſoon as the 
times would bear ic, had d2creed him a Statue 
which was to have flood upon the Column 

* As being call'd * Kofrata in that part of the Forum 
TT a ;, where he was ſlain. But Veſpaſian cancellPd 
wit. that Decree, believing that he had ſent Emiſſa- 


Beakes of ©. "Ip 
p25 d ries to Afſaflinate him in Tudea. 
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M. SALVIUS OTHO. 
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Done into Ergliſh by F. P. Gent. 


— 


ANT. 


THO's Anceſtors deriv'd their Origi- 

( nal from a Town calld * Ferenti-* Now Fe- 
um, Of an anci-at and honourable rentino 

Family, as being deſcended from #247 = 
the Princes of Hetruria. His Grand-tather A. ey = | 
Sakvins Otho, whoſe Father was of the Eque- pope, eight | 
ffrian Order, though his Mother were but of Miles from 
mean Extraction, inſomuch that *ris uncertain * Con- = 
whether ſhe were free born or no, through theſe = 
favour of Livia Auguſta, in whole Family he x2 = 
was bred up, was made a Senator, but never and is an 
advanc'd to any higher Degree than that of the Epiſcopal 
Pretorſhip. His Father, L. O:ho, Nobly de- 5** 
{cended by the Mothers fide, and by that means 
ally'd to many, and thoſe very Illuſtrious Fa- 
milies, was ſo beloved by Tiberius the Emperor, 
and fo exactly reſembl'd him in the features of | 
his Face, that ſeveral beliey'd the Prince him- 


{elf 
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ſelf to have begot him.He acquitted himſelf with 
the Reputation of a moſt ſevere and worthy 
* 4s Edile, Magiſtrate in all the City * Offices, in his Pro- 
Pretor and conſulſhip of Africa, and ſeveral other extraor- 
Conſul, dinary Commands. He had alſo the Courage, 
being than in 1yricum, to put to death ſeveral 
Soldiers, who repenting their being engag'd in 
the Rebellion of Camillas, had ſlain their Cap- 
tains as being Authors of that revolt againſt 
Claudius; and that too in his own preſence at 
the head of the Battalions, though for that ve- 
ry reaſon he knew them to have been preferr'd 
as they were by Claudius. Which Action of 
his, though it augmented his Reputation, yet 
for ſome time it clouded his favour with the 
Emperor. However he ſoon recover'd it, by 
detecting a Conſpiracy of a Roman. Knight a 
gainſt the Life of Claudius, the Treaſon being 
diſcover'd to him by the Traytors own Servants. 
For which the Senatehonour'd him with a Statue 
erected in the Palatium ; and Claudius, after he 
had advanc'd kim into the Patrician Order, a- 
mong other Applauſes of his Fidelity, added 
this Exprefiion; A Perſon, then whom TI mere 
would 1ſh to have better Children of my own. By 
his Wife Albia Terentia, a Lady of great Ho- 
nour, he had two Sons, 7. Titianw, and Mar- 
cus the younger, who bare his Fathers Sirname. 
He had allo a Daughter which he contraed to 
Druſus the Son of Germanicus, before ſhe was 
ripe for Marriage. 
2. Otho the Emperor was born the 25:h of 
April, Camillus Arruntius, and Domitius e/£nc- 
barbus being Conſuls. From his early youth 
he was ſo prodigal, and given to Women, that 


his Father was often conſtrain'd to chaſtize him. 
Ic 
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It is alſo reported of him, that he was wont to 
run about the Streets in the nig'it with his 
Companions, and where he met with any that 
were unable to make reſiſtance or in drink, to 
ſeize them, and than cauſe them to be tofs'd 
(as we ſay) in a Blanket, inſtead of” which he 
made uſe of his upper Garment. After his Fa- 
thers deceaſe, he addreſs'd himſelf to a Coart 
Lady in great favour, as being one of the Em- 
perors freed Women 3 and to the end his Court- 
ſhip might prove the more effectual, he preend- 
ed a moſt paſſionate Aﬀection for her, though 


very old and almoſt decrepit. By her means 
he infinuated himſelf into Nero's favour, and 


eaſily kept the higheſt place in+his Friendſhip, 
through the conformity of. their Humours ; or 
as others report, being familiarly engag'd in 
mutual Proſtitution. And ſo great was his 
power, that having contracted for a vaſt Sum 
to bring off a Perſon of Conſular Dignity, 
who was queſtion*d for Bribery and Extoztion, 


\ he had the confidence to bring him inco ttic Se- 
nate to return them "Thanks, betore he had ully 


obtain'd his Pardon. 

3. Thus being acquainted with all Nerc's in- 
trigues and ſecrets, che very dav that the young 
Emperor had defign'd to rw cer his Morher, 
he invired them boch co a Sapper moſt exqui- 
ſitely Magnificent, to throw. off all ſuſpicion 
from himſelf. Moreover, at what time Nero, 
having a great Afﬀection for Poppea Sabina, 
then his Miſtreſs, cook her from her Husband 
and ſent. her to Orho, who receiv*'d her into his 
Houſe under colour of Marriage. And not con- 
tent to have alienated her Kindneſs from Nero, he 
grew ſo fond of her, that he could hardly brook 
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the Emperor to be his Rival. It is certainly re- 
ported that he not only refus'd thoſe that were 
ſent to bring her to the Emperor, but ſhut his 
doors againſt the Emperor himſelf, ſtanding in 
the Street, and with Prayers and Threatnings 
intermix*d redemanding the Truſt committed 
to his care. Whereupon Nero diſloly*d the 
Marriage, and to remove him out of the way, 
diſpatch'd him Legate into Portugal, Which 
was thought fufficient, leſt a ſeverer Puniſh- 
ment ſhould have diſcover*'d the whole intrigue. 
However it came to light at length, and the 
Fact was lampoon'din the following D#{fich. 


Cur Ortho mentito ſit queritis exul honore ? 
Uxoris machus ceperat efle ſu. 


You ask why under falſe pretence 

Of Honeur, Otho's thus exiF'd ? 
The Reaſon's clear, th? Adulterer fain 
Would have has own dear Wife defiPd. 


Nevertheleſs as bad as he was he govern'd the 
Province, when he was Quzſtor, tor ten years 
with ſingular abſtinency and moderation. 
4+ Bur atlength ſo ſoon as an opportunity of 
Revenge was offter'd him, he was the firſt who 
ailiſted Galba attempting new Revolutions, and 
at the ſame moment himſelf conceiv'd great 
hopes of the Empire; great indeed when he 
conſider'd the Condition of the Empire ; but 
far greater from the aſſurances of Seleucus an 
Aſtrologer; who having formerly aſcertain'd 
him thar he ſhould ſipervive Nero, coming to 
him unexpected allo at that jun&ure of time,pro- 
mis'd him likewiſe then again that he ſhould be 
Emperor in a ſhort wiiile. Wherefore —_— no 
ore 


0 
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fort of obſequious Behaviour and Courtſhip to 


all Men, as often as he entertain'd the Prince 


at Suprer, he diſtributed a conſiderable Sum of 
Money among the Cohorts that were upon the 
Guard; nor was he leſs ſtudious to gain the reft 
of the Soldiery by other means. Infomuch 
that one of the * Penfjoners of the Guard be- * Tacitus 
ing in ſuit with his Neighbour about the Bounds cats him 


E age ; h ge” _  Cocceius 
and Limits of his Land, and the difference be a 


ing referr'd to his Umpirage , he bonght the ;j, $pecu- 
whole Eſtate, and gave it the Soldier. So that lator, 

there was hardly any Man, who did not only which Ti- 
think in his Heart, but openly declar'd him _— £e 


the only Perſon worthy to ſucceed in the ,,,, 

Empire. - watch'd 

next the Body of the Emperor with a Lance in their hands; 
5. Indeed he was in hopes that he ſhould 

have been Adopted by Ga/ba; and it was that 

which he expected every day. But afterwards, 

finding P:/s preferr'd and himſelf defeated of 

his hopes, he reſolv'd to have recourſe to force 

of Arms; the Conſideration of his vaſt debts 

at the large time incenſing and encouraging the 

Motions of his Rancour'd Mind. Nor was he 

aſham'd openly to declare, That *rwas impoſſible 

for him to ſubſiſt,, unleſs it were his good Fortune 

zo be Emperor ; and that 'twas all one to him whe- 

ther he fell by the Sword of his Enemies in the... 

Field, or the Proſecution of his Creditors im the 

Courts of Juſtice. Some few days before, he had 

{queez'd out of one of Cz{ar's Servants Five 

and twenty thouſand Crowns for a Steward- 

{ſhip he had begg'd for him. Witch this Aflift- 

ance he began ſo great an underta;iig ; and 

firſt of all the buſinef was communicated to 

ve Specalators of the Guard, every one of which 
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| produced two more a piece. To all theſe he 

paid down Two hunder'd and fifty Crowns a 
Man, and promis'd Twelve thoutand five hun- 
der'd Crowns more. By theſe the reit were 
engag'd, but not many, not Goubring of great 

numbers when the deitgn was once on toot. 

6, His Refolution was, preſently after the 
Adoption to poſilefs himſelf of the Camp, and 
to ſet upon Gealbs as he was at Supper in the 

Palace. . But che reſpe& he had to che Cohart 

which was then upon the Guard reſtrain'd him, 

tearing he ſhould throw rov great an Odium up- 

on it, for that the jiame Cohot - hapoven'd to be 

upon the Guard before both timcs,' as well when 
Cairns was murder'd. and Nero deſerted. And 

during the * Middl2 Time, partly Religion, 

* By the partly the Admonitions of Sz/ea. 5 prevail 'd with 
Middle him to lye quiet. But upon the ay deſign'd, 
Time b* the Conlpirators kaving notice to 2 ready in 
means the PIG = ny An thaw the: Ties. 
fix days ©he Forum, and to atten! um under the Tem 
from the ple of Saturn, neer the f Guidew Pillar of Miles, 
Adoption of he went in the Morning to pay his Reſpects to 
Piſogto 19e Galba. And: according to Cuſtom being re- 
of wy ceiv'd with a Kiſs, ke was alſo :dmit::d to be 
ſo wa 4- Preſent while the Emperor Sacrific?d, and heard 
deed _ the Predictions of the Soothſayers. At length 

ent 0 


January 3 Galba was ſlain the ſixteenth of January. During the Middle 


Time between theſe days, Otho would make no attempt upon G2lba, part- 
ly through ſcruple of Religion, partly by the Advice of Seieucus. By 
Rel:gion meant a certain Traditi;n among the Romans, by which they 
were forbid to undertake any buſineſs of Importance upon ſuch days, being 
ſet apart by the Roman Superſtition to Conſult the happy Hour among the 
Aſtrologers, proper for the beginning the deſign in hand. 

_ T Vitariuin aureum was a Pillar ſo cail'd, becauſe that from thence 
the mumacr of titles, which meaſur'd all the Roads of Traly, began. 


One 
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one of his Freed-men bringing word that the 
Carpente's were come, which was the fignal 
ggreed upon, he took 1s leave, pretending ta 
look upon a Houſe that vs to be fold, and fo 
ſlipt away in great hate through a back Pallage 
of the Palac?s, to th2 R :adevouze appointed. 
Otiers report, that he counterteiced himſelf 
fick of an Aziue, and defir'd che Noble-Men 
that were preſent to make that excuſe tor him, 
if he were encuir'd for. Then clapoing him- 
ſelf into a cloſe Sedan, fach as whe:ein che 
Women were wont to be carry'd abroad, he 
haſten'd direaly to the Camp ; but the Sedan- 
men being tir'd by the way, he was torc'd to 
quit his cloſe Chair, and run for it, till his 
Shoo2 untying, he was forc'd to make another 
ſtop ; but then the Soldiers impatient of longer 
delay toox him up upon their Shoulders, and 
being tfalnced Emperor by his preſent Atten- 
dance, he was brought to the chief Quar- 
ter of the Camp, ſurrounded with drawn 
Swords, and in the midſt of happy Acclamatr- 


ons, while all that mee him clos'd in with his - 


Party, as if they had been Accomplices in the 
Conſpiracy. There, after he had ſent away 
his Inſtruments to kill Galba and Piſo, he made 
a Speech to win the Hearts of the Soldiers ; 
he promis'd only this, That he would pretend to 
20 more than only what they ſhould think fit to leave 
him. 

7. Then toward the cloſe of the day, entring 
the Senate, and after a ſhort accompt of the 
Tranſaction, as if he had been hald from the 
publick Fram ; and conftrain'd by violence to 
take the Empire upon him, which however he 
promis'd to manage with their conſent and ge- 
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neral Approbation, he haſten'd to the Palace. 
At what time, and which was more than all the 
glozing Acclamations of thoſe that loudly 
flatter d and congratulated his Advancement, 
being by the Rabble call'd Nero, he never 
ſhew'd the leaſt ſign of diſguſt ; nay, as ſome 
reported in ſome of his Commiftions and firſt 
Epiſtles to the Governours of the Provinces, 
he added to his own the Sirname of Nero. 
And certain it is he permitted his Images and 
Statues to be ſet up again in their former Pla- 
ces, and recalPd his Colle&ors and Freed-men 
to the Imployments they enjoy*d before ; and 
the firſt Order which he ſign'd in the hight of 
his Grandeur was for Twelve hunder'd and 
ſomething more than Fifty thouſand Crowns 
to finiſh the Golden Houſe. It is reported that 
the ſame Night, being terrify*d in his ſleep, he 
was heard to groan ſeveral times after a mot ſad 
and diſmal manner; upon which, the Waiters 
running into his Chamber, found him grovling 
upon the Ground at the feet of the Bed ; which 
put him into ſuch a Conſternation,that he endea- 
vour'd afterwards by all ſorts of expiations to 
attone the Ghoſt of Galba, which as he thought 
had pufl'd and thruſt him out of the Bed. 
The next day likewiſe, while he was Conſfalt- 
ing the Entrails of the Fowl, being blown 
down by a ſudden Tempeſt, he was often heard 
to mutter to himſelf the following Greek 
Proverb, 


Ti 3 wor #) Wngts duNgts « 


What mean theſe Blustrings of preſaging Fate? 
For what can theſe loud Pipes to me relate ? 


8. Ac 


,O r n o. 


$. At the ſame time however the German 
Legions had ſworn Allegiance to Vitellins : Of 
which when he had Intellizence, he propos'd 
to the Senate the tending o: Commiſhoners to 
let them underſtand, that ic was already cho- 
ſen Emperor, and to per{wads them to Peace 
and Unity. Nevertheleis by his Meſſengers 
and private Letters he ofter'd Yitellizzs a ſhare of 
the Empire, and his Daughter in Marriage. 
But the War was declar'd, and now the Cap- 
tains and Forces which /itc//:zs {ent before ap- 
proaching, he had a iu!l Tryal of the Courage 
and Fidelity of the Pretoria Bands, almoſt to 


the utter ruin of the whole Senatorian Order, 


For a Decree had paſt, that a certain quantity 
of Arms ſhould be tranſported to fome other 
place, and to that purpoſe be carry'd them on 
Ship-board. But while thcie Arms were remoy- 
ing out of the Camp in the night, certain of the 
Soldiers apprehending there might be Trea- 
chery in the bottom of the deſign, alarum'd 
all the reſt. Thereupon they all betook them- 
ſelves to their Arms, and in a tunwltyous man- 
ner without any certain Leader, ran to the Pa- 
lace, demanding Liberty to put the whole Se- 
nate to the Sword. Art what time, ſome of 
the Tribunes that oppos'd themielves againſt 
the Torrent, being repulſsd and others flain, 
all bloody as they were, they broke into the 
Room where O:ho was at Supper with fourſcore 
Senators and ſome Ladies of great Quality, de- 
manding where the Emperor, was; nor would 
they depart, till ſatisfy'd with the fight of his 
Perſon. Soon after he ſet forward upon his 
march with great diligence, but with too much 
haſte, as.one that neicher ſhew'd any reſpect of 
2 Gg 4 Religion, 
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Religion, nor care of replacing the Anc:ilia or 
Sacred Shields, which had been removy*d be- 
fore; a thing that was anciently counted un- 
fortunately Ominous ; and upon that very day 
too that the Prieſts and Adorers of the Mother of 
the Gods begin to Mourn and make their La- 
mentations. In a word, at a time when leve- 
ral Prodigies boded nothing but ill Succeſs. For 
the Victims ſlain to Father Dis, prov'd favoura- 
ble ; whereas in ſuch kind of Sacrifices unlucky 
Entrails are more defirable. Alſo upon his firtt 
ſetting forward, being retarded by the Inunda- 
tions of Tiber, he found the way ſtopp'd 
again about twenty Miles from Rome by the 
fall of ſeveral! Buildings that were tumbld 
down by accident. 

9. With the ſame inconfiderate raſhnels, 
though it were the Opinion of all Men, that 
*rwas. his Intereſt to delay time and ſpin out 
the War, knowing the Enemy to be preſt with 
famine and the narrownefſs of the ways, yet he 
refolv'd to give them Battel upon the tir{t oppor- 


. tunity. Whether impatient of longer trouble, 


and hoping to vanquiſh the foremoſt Troops, 
or precipitated by the military Fury of his Sol- 
diers who preſt him to an Engagement ; yet 
neither was he preſent ar that Fight, but ſtaird 
at * Brixilluam. In the three firſt he had the 
better,though they were but inconſiderable ; the 
firit neer the Apes, the ſecond not far from Pla- 
centia, the third at a place calld Caſtor ; but 
in the laſt, which was the moſt Bloody Con- 
flict, neer } Bebraicum, he was overthrown by 
Treachery. Ar what time, under pretence of 
Overtures made, anda Ceflation of Arms enſu- 
ing, the Soldiers being brought forth as it were 

y. Ta 
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to accept the Conditions of Peace, the Orhoni- 
ans of a ſudden in the very A of Congratula- 
tion were conftrain'd to fight ; upon which the 
Emperor preſently took up a Reſolution to kill 
himſelf. As many, and that not without reaſon, 
conjecture, rather out of a ſhame of p-r{evering 
any longer in maintaining his Soveraizn Digni- 
ty at the hazard of ſo many Mens Lives and 
the Fortune of the Empire, then out cf any 
diſpair or diffidence of his own ſtrength ; for 
that all his Forces were yet entire which ne had 
reſerv'd with himſelf for tryal ot fecond Chan- 
ces, befides that great Recruits were marching 
up to him out of Dalmatia, Pannonia, and Me- 
fia ; nor were the vanquiſh*d ſo cow'd or cait 
down, but that they were ſtill ready ro undergo 
any hazard alone in revenge of che ignominy 
which they had ſuſtain'd. 

Io. My own Father Smeronzs Zens was pre- 
ſent at this Battel, a Tribune of the Thirteenth 
Legion of the lower Degree, as being one 
who worethe *lefſer Purple Stud upon his Coat. * Therefore 
He was wont afterwards frequently . to tell us, calfd An- 
that Orho, when a private Perion, abominated guſti-Cla- 
Civil War to that Degree, that upon a ſhore 
recital which a certain Perion made of the 
end of Brutus and Caſſizes, he tell a trembling ; 
nor would he have conteſted with Galba, but 
that he was aſſur'd of aftecting his deſign with- 
out a War. More than that, he was encou- 
rag d to a Contempt of his Life by the Exam- 
 Þle of a Common Soldier, who when he 
brought news of the Armies being defeated, 
yet found that no body would believe him, 
but rather upbraided him for a Lyar, and a 


Coward that had fled out of the Batte], fell up- 
O! 
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on his Sword at the Emperors Feet, upon which 
he is faid to have cry'd out, That he would no 
mare expoſe to danger ſuch worthy ana well deſer- 
wing Perſons for his ſake. Exhorting theretore 
his Brother, his Brothers Son, and the reſt of his 


his Friends to ſhift for themſelves, the belt they . 


could, he embrac'd and kiis'd them and fo ſent 
them away. Aiter which he retir'd into his 
private-Cabinet, and wrote two Letters of Con- 
ſolation to his Siſter. Others he allo wrote to 
Meſſalina the Wife of Nero, whom he nad de- 
ſign'd co marry, recommending to her the care 
of his Aſhes and his Memory. Then what- 
ever Epiitles he had by him from other Men 
he burnt them all, leſt they might fall into the 
hands of the Conqueror to the prejudice of 
thoſe that writ them ; and laſtly he divided all 
the ready Money he had then by him among 
his Domeſticks. 


11. And now being thus prepar'd and reſolv'd. 


to dye, there happen'd a Tumule in the midſt 
of theſe delays, at what time perceiving that 
the Soldiers apprehended, and detain'd as De- 
ſerters of their Soveraign, all ſuch as began to 
{neak and link out of the Camp, Nay ther, let 
z5 add this night alſo to our Life, cry*d he, and 


_ ſo ſaying, he farther commanded that no con- 


{trainc ſhould be put upon any Man, and or- 
dering his Bed: Chamber Door to be left open 
till lace in the Night, he gave liberty of en- 
trance to all that came to ſes him. After that 


having quench'd his drouth with a draught of | 


cold Water, he took two Daggers, and feeling 
which was the ſharpeſt, lai'd ic under his Pil- 
low ; which done the Doors were made fait, 
and he betaking himſelf to his reft fell into a 
moſt profound fleep. By break of day he 


. wak'd, 
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- wak'd, and with one blow ſtab'd himſelf un- 


der the left Pap ; preſently his Servant ruſh'd 


| in, upon the firſt groan that he gave ; but heex- 


ird ſoon atter, ſometimes concealing, ſome- 
times diſcovering the wound, and was buried 
with the ſame haſt, according to his own Or- 
der, in the Thirty eighth year of his Age, and 
upon the Ninety fifth day of his Reign. 

12, From a Body and a Garb like O:he's, no 
Man would ever have expected 1o greae a Cou- 
rage. For he was but of a very moderate Sta- 
ture; Splay-footed and turning his Tos in- 
ward ; finical even to Effeminacy ; not 1uife- 
ring the Hairs of his Body to grow ; and in re- 
ecard his Hair was very thin upon his Head, he 
wore a little Cap with a Border ſo exquiſitely 
fitted to it, that it could not be diſcern'd. He 
alſo ſhav'd his Beard every day, and ſmear'd his 
Face over with Bread ſoak'd in Afles Milk ; 
which Cuſtom he had obſerv'd ever ſince the 
down began to come upon his Chin, to keep 
his Face ſmooth, and prevent his having any 
Beard. He often alſo Sacritic'd publickly to [/s 
in a Linnen and Religious Veſtment. For 
which reaſon in my Opinion it is, that his 
Death being ſo different and unſuitable to his 
manner of Living, he is ſo much: the more to 
be wonder'd at. Many of the Soldiers that 
were preſent, with Tears and Lamentations kiſ- 
ling his Hands and his Feet as he lay, and cry- 
Ing him up for a moſt Ya/;ant Perſon and match- 
leſs Emperor, at the ſame time flew themſelves 
not far from his Funeral Pile. Many thac 


| were abſent, when they heard the news, for 


very grief, ell together by the ears and killPd 


one another. Nay a great number of People, 
| that 


457 


— 
A 


WE IS 


Tn 9 Ae I En ns OE ee ng = 
«+ 
. «< 
he 


458 The LIFE of, &c. 

that abominated and abhorrd him while a- 
live, extolPd him to the Skies when he was 
dead; fo that it was the common dilcourſe a- | 
mong the People, Thar Galba was lain by him, | 
nor ſo much out of a defire of Imperial Dominion, as 
out of a deſign to have reſtor'd the Commonwealth 
to her Priſtin Liberty. 
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A VITEL LINE 


Done into Ezgliſh by F. P. Gent. 
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OME there are-who relate the Origi- 
ginal of the Vitelliz to be various ; o- 
thers, to be altogether different ; part- 
ly Ancient and Noble; partly up- 


ſtart and obſcure, nay very mean and ſordid. © 


Which I ſhould believe to have been occaſion'd 
by the Reports of his Flatterers on the one tide, 
and his Detra&ors on the other ſide, but that 
there was ſome. diſpute ſome time before con- 
cerning the Condition of his Family. There is 
extant a little Book of Q. Eulogizs to 0. Vitelli- 
#5, Queſtor, or Treaſurer at War to Divms Au- 
guſtres, wherein it is affirm'd, that the Vitell, 
deriving their Pedigree from Faunz, King of 
the Aborigines, and Vitellia, who in many places 
was worſhipt for a Goddeſs, formerly raign'd 
over all Latium. Of theſis the remaining Li- 
neage remoy'd themici ves irom among _ Sa- 

| ines 


bines to Rowe, and were choſen into the Patrj- 

cian Order. That as Monuments of the Granr 

deur of their Deſcent, the YVitellian High-way 

was for a long time known, reaching from 
* One of the 240c0vt Faniculum to the Sea. Allo a Colony 
ſeven Hills of the ſame name, the defence of which againſt 
mm Rome, the e/Xqunicul; they earneſtly defir'd, at their 
now calld Gwyn charges. Afﬀerwards in the time of the 
Montorio, © ,,nitick War, a Garriſon being ſent into Apu- 

which ;. : ” DO” A. 

fland; tbe lia, certain of the Vitelli; ſettl'd themſelves at 
Church MNuceria; whoſe Off-ipring a long time after 
caltd St. that, return'd to the City and were admitted 
_—_ m into the Senatoriav Order. On the contrary, 
Tone there are many others, who have reported the 
Founder of the Family to have been a Perſon 
that ſerv'd for his Freedom. Caſſims Severn, 
with ſeveral others, aflert the ſame Perſon 
to have been a Cobler, whoſe Son having ac- 
quir'd a plentiful Eſtate by the Redemption of 
plunder'd Goods, begate a Roman Knight up- 
on a Common Proſtitute, the Daughter of one 
Antiochus a Baker. But we leave theſe diſputes 
for others to determin. However moſt certain 
it is, that P. Vitellizs, of the Nucerian Family, 
whether deſcended from ancient Lineage, or 
trom Parents and Anceſtors mean and ignomi- 
nious, was aſluredly a Roman Knight, and marr 
nager of Auguſizs's Aﬀeairs ; who left four Sons 
of the ſame Sirname, only diſtinguiſh'd by their 
Pranomens, Aulns, Quintus, Publins and Luciws 
Aulzs dy'*d in the Conſulſhip which he held with 
Domitius, the Father of Nero Ceſar ; otherwiſe 
ſumptuous in his Dyet,and famous for the Magni- 
ficence of his Banquets. Publius, the ſecond Son 
and Germanicus's great Companion,indited Cn. P:- 


fo the mortal Enemy and Murderer of his —_ 
| an 
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and condemr'd him,and after he had been Ho- 
nour'd with the Prerorſhip , being taken among 
the Confederates with Sejanus,and deliver'd into 
the cuſtody of his Brother, he cut his own Veins 
with a Penknife, and when he had done, van- 
quiſh'd rather by the importunity of his Friends, 
rather than out of any Repentance for what he ' 
had acted, ſuffering his Wounds to be bound 
and cur'd, ficken*d under the ſame Cuſtody and 
* dy'd. Lucius, after his Conlulſhip, being made 
Governour of Syria, by meer dint of Policy won 
* Artabanus King of the Parthians,not only to give 
him a meeting, but alſo to dohomage to the En- 
ſigns of the Legions. Afterwards, with Claudixs, 
| . When Emperor, he held two Conſulſhips in his 
| own Right, and the Office of Cenſor beſides, 
He alſo manag'd the Afﬀairs of the whole Em- 
pire in the abſence of Claudias upon his Expe- 
dition into Great Brittain; a Perſon no leſs In- 
nocent than Induſtrious, bur notoriouſly ſcan- 
dalous for the love which he bare to one of his 
enfranchiz'd Bond-women, with whoſe Spittle 
mix'd with Honey he was wont to ioment his 
Arteries and Chaps, not in private or ſeldom, 
*but every day and publickly, whoever was in 
the Room 
2.The ſame Perſon,as he had a wonderful gift * F was 
' of Flattery, was the firſt who ordain'd that Cains the Cuitom 
Ceſar ſhould be adord as a God, when retarn- 7 only - 
ing out of Syria, he would not adventure to ap- {97 4 
* phys A P- Romans. 
proach his Prefence but with his Head wraptin yz jj 5 
| a vail, firſt * turning about his Body, then fal- mt other 
ling proſtrate. And that he might omit no A 
when they ador'd their Idols to clap their right hands to their Lips, go 
Fore- finger reſting apon the extended Thumb, and then to turn about the | 
to the Right, In the Ceremony of Adoration, ſays Pliny, we carry 


Right Hands to our Lips, and turn about the whole Body. 
| | means 
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means to gain the Favour of Claudius, who was 
extreamly fond of. his Wives and enfranchigd 
Bond-men, he begg'd of Meſſalina, as the great- 
eſt Boon ſhe could beſtow upon him, that he 
might have the honour to pull off her Shooes ; 
* The Ro- Which being granted,he drew offher right * Slip- 
man Za- per, and thruſt it into his Boſom, between his 
dies Slip- yeſt and his Tunick, where he carry'd it con- 


pers 0 tinually, and many times would pull it forth to 


=_ ok kiſs it. Alſo he worſhipt the Golden Statues of 
culi, and |} Narciſſus and Pallas among the reſt of his Houſ: 
many times hold Gods. And in his Congratulation to Clay- 
whey] dius, when he ſolemniz'd the Secular Plays, he 
with Gola Would make frequent repition of theſe words, 
and ſee Spe facias, mailt thou often do the ſame, 


with Preci- : 
95 Stones. If Meſſalina's were ſuch aone, Vitellius had no badBaygain. 


+ Two of Claudius's enfranchis'd Slaves. 


3. Hedy'd of a Pallie, the next day after the 

Fit ſeiz'd him ; Teaving two Sons behind him, 

which he had by Sextilia a Lady moſt eminent 

for her Vertue, and of no mean Deſcent, and 

whom he liv'd to {ze Conſuls; both the ſame, 

and qduring the whole year, the younger ſuc- 
ceeding the elder for fx Months. Atter his 
deceaſe, the Senate honour'd him with a pub- 

lick Puneral; as alſo with a Statue 

j Or Place of Common erected before the || Roſtrs, with this 
 »— Dag quien Inſcription, IMMOVEABLE IN 
te Body of a Cathedral HIS FIDELITY TOWARD HIS 
Church, beautifd with PRINCE. Aulus Vitellius, the Empe- 
the Stems of ſeveral ror,and Son of Lacius,was born npott 
Ships, which the Ro- the Eighth of the Kalends of Ofober , 


mans won from the Peg- ; : 
ale of Antium in a me- ® 5 ome will have it, upon the Se: 


morable Sea- Engage- venth of the Ides of September. Dru 
ment. Jus Ceſar, and Norbanus Flaccus being 


Conluls, 


VYirmLLius: 


Confuls. His Parents dreaded after ſuch a man- 
ner his Nativity, foretold by the Aſtrologers, 
that his Father made it his chief buſineſs, that 
no Province might be committed to his charge 
while he was a live,and his Mother bewail'd him 
for a loſt Man, when being ſent to the Legions, 
ſhe heard he was ſaluted Emperor: During 
his Childhood, and che firſt years of his Ado- 
leſcency, he reſided at Caprez, among the 7;- 
berian Catamites ; inſomuch that he himſelf was 
no leſs branded with the perpetual Sirname of 
Male Proſtiture ; and the Beauty of his Body 
was thought to have been the firſt occaſion of 
his Father's Advancement. 

4- In the ſucceeding years of his Age, con- 
taminated with all manner of Vice, he enjoy'd 
one of the moſt Conſpicuons Stations in the 
Court; as having gain'd a familiarity with 


Caizs for his excellency in Chariot-driving ; 


and no leſs beloy*'d by Claudirs for bis Aﬀection 
to gaming. But ſtill more gracious with Nero, 
as well for his Endowments before mention'd, 
as for his peculiar Merit. For that preſiding at 


465 


the * Nercnean Iryals off Skill, and finding Ne- * Muſick, 
ro deſirous to make one of the Competitors a- Wreſtling, 
mong the Harpers, yet not confident enough — 
to adventure, and therefore withdrawing out _ : 
of the Theater, notwithſtanding the earne 
Importunity of the whole Aiſembly, He fol- 
| lJow'd the young Emperor cloſe at che Heels, 
and as if he had undertaken to interceve in 
behalf of the People perſevering in their ardent 
Requeſt, he brought him back as one that at 
length had ſuffer'd himſelf to be over-rul'd. | 

5- Thus through the kind Indulgence of 
three Princes, being enrich'd not only by the 

Hh 2 Honours 


Y LETS 


— 
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Honours which they heap'd upon him, but the 
moſt ample Prieſthoods which he enjoy'd by 
vertue of their favour, he obtain'd the Procon- 
ſulſhip of Africa, and held the Office beſides of 
Surveyor of the publick Buildings, with a de- 
ſign and Reputation altogether different. For 
in the Province he behav'd himſelf with a fin- 
gular Integrity for two years together, when he 
was ſubſtituted Legate to his Brother that ſuc- 
ceeded him. But while he held his City Em- 
ployment, he is ſaid to make bold with many of 
the Gifts and Ornaments of the Temples, and 
to have exchang'd others, putting Pewter and 
Braſs gilt in the Room of Gold and Silver. 
6. He marry'd Petronza, the Daughter of a 
Conſular Perſon, by whom he had a Son blind 
of one Eye. This Son when his Mother ſigni- 
fn'd her reſolution to make him her Heir, 1o 
ſoon as he 'was out'of his Fathers Guardian- 
; ſhip, he forthwith releas'd from 
* This was done by fel- his Paternal * ſubje&ion. Afterwards 
Ling the Son by an ima- hg put him to death, having firſt ac- 
ginary ſale to another Et; :. , T >-þ 
Man, who was calld a <us'd him of an intended Parricide, 
Father in Truſt. of and then pretending that out of re- 
whom the Natural Fa- morce of Conſcience he had drank 
 Pher buying the Son 4- the Poyſon which he had prepar'd 


ain, , enfranchisd hi © 
Ep; re "rr i jor his Father. Soon after he mar- 


berty. Which imaginary Ty d Galcria Fundana, whoſe Father 
ſale was call'd Emanci- had been Pretor, by whom he had 
o% wa Tine a Son and a Daughter : Bur the 
S0n {ſo unfortunate through the ſhortneſs of his 

Tongue that he could hardly ſpeak. 
7. By Galba he was ſent into the Lower Ger- 
7%y contrary to the Opinion of all Men. But 
30It belicve chat he was afliſted in that Afﬀair 
by the ſuffrage of 7: ins, who at that time 
bore 
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bore a great ſway ; and to whom he had bcen 
reconcil'd fome time before, through the com- 
mon Afﬀe@ion which they had both to the fame 
Faction. Unleſs it were that Galba thought 
with himſelf, that none were leſs to be fear'd 
then ſuch as only minded their Bellies ; and 
that certainly within the Circuit of a Province 
he might find Food and variety ſufficient to fa- 
tisfie his voraciops Appetite ; and then it is ap- 
parent that he was choſen rather out of Con- 
tempt than Favour. Certain it is, that when 
he was ready to ſet forward on his Journey, he 
wanted Money to buy him ſuſtenance, being 


| reduc'd to fo much poverty at home, that after 


he had hid up his Wife and Children, which 
he left at Rowe, in a hir'd Garret, he let out his 
Houle for the remaining part of the year ; and 
was forc'd to pawn a Pearl which he took 
from a Pendent in his Mothers Ear, to defray 
the Expences of: his Journey. Nor could he re- 
move the Tumult of his Creditors that croud- 


ed about his Doors to arreſt him, eſpecially the 


Sinueſſans and Formians, whole Tributes he had 
imbezl'd, till he threaten'd to accuſe 
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them of making * undue Demands. __ Nap bu -_ 
For that it was known rhat tormerly gh, he" a 
he had brought his Action againſt a from another Man that 
Freeman who dunn'd him a little too which was not his right 
ſeverely, under pretence that his Cre- #o pay. The Penalty of 
ditor had kickt him, by which means which was to be conſide- 
a ; rably fin'd and to pay 
he extorted from him fifcy Seſterces the Defendant his Coſts 
before he would releaſe him. When and Damages. 
he arriv'id in the Province ; the 
Soldiers, that had but little kindneſs for the Em- 
peror, and were ready prepar'd for any new 
dilturbances, receiv'd him with open Arms as a 


Hh 3 Perſon 
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Perſon ſent them by the Gods ; the Son of one 

that had been three times Conſul, and a Man 

of an eafie and Prodigal Temper. Which old 
Opinion and conceiv'd Character of himſelf 

Vitellius had renew'd and augmented by freſh 
Experiments, all along the Road kifling every 
Common Soldier that he met ; and curteous to 

exceſs to all the Mule-drivers and Travellers in 

all the Kitchens and Carriers Ordnaries where 

he came; infomuch that in the Morning he 

would ask them Man by Man, whether they 

had Breakfaſted or no? and then belching in 

their Faces, give them to underſtand that he had | 

been ar it already. 

8. When he came to quarter in the Camp, | 

he refus'd to none whatever they defir'd of him, 

+ The Infamons he reſtor'd to Reputation, by gi- | 
ving them leave to cancel. the Brands of their 

Infamy ; the Guilty he permitted to lay aſide 

their ſordid Habit, and releas'd the condemned 

from their Crimes. Wherefore ere a Month was 

fully paſt, without any regard had either to the 

* Whether * Day or | Time, in the Evening of a ſudden 
F Gs *" he was hurry'd out of his Bed-Chamber, juſt as 
+ Becauſe iS was in his Night Gown, and by the Soldiers 
the Morn- ſaluted EMPEROR, and carry'd about through 


in wathe al] the moſt noted Villages adjoyning, holding 


Time when th; Sword of Divus Fulius in his Hand, which 


they viſited b , : { 
i wi _-_ a certain Soldier having taken down out of the 


trails of Temple of Mars, gave him into his Hand, when 
the Beafts he was firſt faluted : Nor did he return to the 
; moeryg Pretoriurs, till they ſaw his Dining-Room all in 
_ 4 Blaze, occafion'd by the Fire taking hold of 

any conſide- © * / y : | 
rable En- the Chimney. Art what time the Soldiers be- 
zerprige- ing all in a Conſternation, and anxiouſly con- 
zern'd at the ſight of ſuch an unlucky __ 

| s 


FS 


ViTtTEeLLIUS 


Be of good Courage, he cry'd, it ſhines upon Us 
fo was all that ever he ſaid upon his Exal- 


tation. After this, the Legions of the upper 


Province( which had before revolted from Galbs 
to the Senate,) having declar'd for him, by 
common conſent they tender'd him the Sirname 
of GERMANICUS, which he accepted very 


F As being 


readily, delay'd to aflume the Title of AUF © Yame 


GUSTUS, and always refus'd that of * CLA&SAR. 


which the 


Cruelties 


of Nero and the bad Management of his Predeceſſors had render d odious 


to the Commonwealth. 


9. Soon after the Tidings of Galba's murder 
being brought to the Camp, - he made haſte to 
ſettle the German Affairs, and divided his Forces 
into two Bodies ; conſidering with himſelf 
which to ſend againſt Orho, and which to lead 
in Perſon. Proſperouſly it fell out, that a joy- 
ful Omen encourag'd the firſt Diviſion of the 
Army that-march'd before. For an Eagle of a 
{udden fiyiag from the Right hand, after ſhe 
had rounded all the Enfigns with expanded 


Wings, tak2s a flow flight before the Vanguard 


of the Body. On the other ſide, it happen'd 


when the Emperor himſelf moy'd, that the Sta- 


tues repreſenting the Order of Knighthood, of 
which there were many in ſeveral places erected 
to his Honour, fell down altogether with their 
Legs broken; and the Laurel with which he 
had moſt Religiouſly begire his Brows, drapt 


. off into the Stream, as he paſt over, Soon af- 


ter at Vienna as he fate before the Tribunal hear- 
ing Cauſes, a Dunghill-Cock firſt clapr himielf 
upon his Shoulder, and then upon his Head. 
All which unlucky Portents the Evenc con- 
firn"d'; for that he was not able to hold faſt the 
Empire which his Lieutenants had fo well ſe- 
cur'd him, | Hh 4 16: Hg 
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10.Intelligence had been given him of the Vi- 

&tory at Bebriacum, and theDeath of O:ho, while 

he was yet in Gala ; and therefore without any 

more delay, by one Edict at the ſame time pro- 
mulgated he disbanded whatever remain'd of 

©... the Pretorian Cohorts, guilty all along of moſt 
* As being $ pernicious Example, commanding the Tri- 
they w9 _ bunes to deliver up their Arms. Of which 
"7 on” Pretorian Bands ' he causd a Hunder'd and 
and Ortho, twenty to be diligently fought after, whoſe 
and ſlight- Hands he had found affix'd to Papers, wherein 


Ing the A#- they demanded a Reward for the murder of 


ng4 of. Galba, 'and order'd them to be publickly execu- 
and Peiple, ted. -Nobly and Magniticencly done, and that 
zook upon Which | gave great hopes of .a moſt Excellent 
them ro Prince, had he not manag'd other things more 
Create according to his own Nature, and at the rate of 
Emper's. his:former Life, than with regard to the: Maje- 
ſty-of the Empire. For having began ' his 
March out of Galliz, he rode through the mid- 
dle of all the Cities with a Triumphal Pomp ; 
and croſsd the Rivers' in ſumptuous Barges, 
deckt and trim'd with Garlands of all forts, and 
crouded with Tables ſpread with all manner of 
coſtly Viands, without any regard of Domeſtick 
or Military Diſcipline, and turning the Rapines 
and petulant Enormities of ' his Soldiers into 
Mockery and Jeaſt ; who not contented to be 
publickly feaſted where ever they came, et at 
liberty whatever Slaves they pleas'd ; beating, 
wounding, and ſometimes threatning death to 
thoſe that refiſted ; and as he paſs'd through the 
Fields where the late Battels had been fought, 
when ſome ſtopt their Noſes at the ſtench of 
the putrifd Carcaſſes, he upbraided their nice- 
neſs with this bloody and deteſtable —— 
: * | 4 at 


ile 
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That the ſmell of a ſlain Enemy was a ſweet ſa- 
wour, but more eſpecially that of a Citizen. Ne- 
vertheleſs, as an Antidote againſt the noiſom 
perfume, he drank as he rode along whole 
Rummers of new Wine, and with the fame Pre- 
ſumption and Vanity order'd the Cups to go 
round among his Followers. Beholding a 
Stone with an Inſcription to the Memory of 
Otho, Truly, {aid he, the Man was worthy of ſuch 
a Mauſoleum; and as for the Dagger with which 
he ſlew himſelf, he ſent it to the Colony of 
Strasburgh, there to be Conſecrated to Mars. 
Upon the Top of the Appenine he ſpent awhole 
Night in nocturnal Revelling. 

11. He enter'd the City with a noiſe of * This was 
Trumpets in a Rich * Paludamentum, girt with * Mltary 
his Sword, in the midſt of the Banners and'Jym” 
Enfigns ; His Retinue following in their Sol- z,+ he 26 
diers Coats, and with their Swords drawn. After General 
that, ftill more and more contemning all Laws 7, 
both Divine and Humane, upon the # Fatal 57," 
day wherein the Romans loſt the Battel of je ora 
Alia, he enter'd into the Office of the ' High- ler and 
Priefthood. He put off the Aﬀſemblies for E- Gold Lace. 
lection of Magiſtrates from Ten years to Ten | Wheck 
years, and made himſelf perpetual Confal. 92,77 
And that no Man might queſtion what Pat- obſerv/d Os 
tern he intended to make choice of for the very year 
Governmenec of the Commonweal, being afliſt- #*e © ſo 
ed by a numerous . Aſſembly of the publick — 
Prieſts, he offer'd a Funeral Sacrifice to the 1; where- 
Ghoſt of Nero in the midſt of the Field of in the an- 
Mars. Afcerwards at a ſolemn Banquet, he ent Ro- 
call'd to the Harper to ſing ſomething in _s 
praiſe of Domitizs, who thereupon beginning of buſineſs. 
one of Nero's Commendations of the ſame | 

Emperor 
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. Emperor, he was the firſt that ſtood up and 
* clapt the Muſician. 


12. After ſuch a hopeful beginning as this, 
he ſurrender'd the greateſt ſhare of the Govern- 
ment to be manag'd by the Counſel, or rather 
at the Will and Pleaſure of every Infamous 
Stage-player, and Chariot-driver, more e- 
ſpecially of Afiaticus his enfranchis'd Slave. 
This Male Proſtiture, when but very young, 
after his Maſter and he had mutually for ſome 
time defild each other, wearied with his Pa- 
tron's Importunity, ran away from him : At- 
terwards YVitellizzs retaking him at Puteol.e, where 
he was ſelling fower Wine and Water mix'd to- 
gether to the poor People to get a Penny, caſt 
him into Icons, but ſoon enlarg*'d him, and fa- 
vour'd him with the choiceſt of his Careſles. 
But then again not enduring his Contumacy 
and churliſh ill Nature, he fold him to a Fen- 
cer ; from whom, not long after, he took his 
opportunity to ſteal him again, being reſerv'd 
by his Maſter to conclude the ſport of the day » 
and as foon as he was in poſſeflion of his Pro- 
vince, gave him his Freedom. Moreover the 
firlt day that he appeard as Emperor, he ſuf- 
ter'd him to wear Gold Rings, which at Supper 


he beſtow'd himſelf npon. him ; though in the 


Morning, when all the Officers made it their re- 
queſt in the Slaves behalf, he ſeem'd to abomi- 
nate ſuch a ſtain of the Order of the Roman 
Knighthood. 

13. He was addicted to all ſorts of Vices, but 
chiefly to Luxury and Cruelty ; he always made 
three Meals a day, ſometimes four, not content- 
ing himſelf with Breakfaſt, Dinner and Supper, 
unleis he had his Collation afterwards ; all 
which he could eaſily bear, out of a habit 
which 


ET ——— 
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which he had got of readily diſcharging his 
Stomach. He would alſo appoint where to 

ſap, where to debauch the ſame day. And 

happy he that entertain'd him who could come 

off for Ten thouſand Crowns at one ſitting. 

But above all the reſt the moſt famous Supper 

was that which was made him by his: Brother 

to welcom him to the City, at which time as it 

is reported, no leſs than Two thouſand 

Diſhes of Fiſh, and Seven thouſand of Fowl, 

all Rarities in Seaſon were brought to the Ta- 

ble : Only he himſelf exceeded rhis Feſtival at 

his Dedication of his * Great Platter, which by * This 
reaſon of its extraordinary largeneſs he call'd _— 4 
the Buckler of Minerva, dnids mMiixs. THIS ,; ploy re- 
Platter he filPd with an Ogio conſiſting of the lates, ar 
Livers of 'Thornbacks, the Brains of Pheaſants, fue and 
and Peacocks, the Tongues of Phenicopters, and PTY , 
the Milky Guts of Mullets; for which the Bowels Pino 
of the Ocean were ranfackt, from the Carpa which if it 
thian Sea to the Streights of Spain, by the Ma- were as big 
ſters.of the Roman Ships and Gallies. A Man that 
not only of an unſatiable and bottomleſs Appe- _— 
tite, but ſo unſeaſonable and ſordid withal, ,,,t+ at 
that whether he were upon a Journey, or offe- athens, 
ring Sacrifice, he could not forbear from ſnatch- ws /ix 


- Ing the Fleſh of the Victim, and the parcl'd _— 


Barly*'from the Altars; nor from tearing the Circumſes 
Victuals from the Cooks Stalls in the Streets, rence. 
whether ſteaming hot, or of yeſterdays dreſling 
and the leavings of others. 
I4. Nor was any Man more Cruelly in- 
clin'd to put People to death, whoever were 
the Perſons, or ler the cauſe be what ic would ; 
ſo that there was no fort of Treachery which 
he did not make uſe of to murder ſeveral of the 
Nobility, 
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Nobility his School-tellows and Companions, - 
after he had ns'd all manner of allurements but 
only thar of ſharing with him in the Empire 
to intice them to their Ruine; and to one he 
gave with his own hand a venomous draught 
mix'd in a Cup of cold Water, which the 
Perſon call*d for in the Fit of a Fever. But as 
for the Ulurers, Scriveners - or Publicans, that 
had ever either demanded any Debt of him at 
Rome, or Duties upon his Travails, he hardly 
ſpar'd one. Among which there was one, who 
coming to kiſs his Hand; was by him com- 
manded to be apprehended, and forthwith car- 

. ry'dto the place of Execution ; but being pre- 
 tFantly recall'd, while all the Standers-by began 
to applaud his Mercy, he caus'd him to be exe- 
cuted before. his Face, ſaying with all, That-he 
bad a mind to feed his Eyes ; and at the ſame time 
he commanded the two Sons, that with all ſub- 

_ miſſion interceded for their Father, to be put 
 _ fo the ſame death. A certain Romay Knight, 
+ being dragg'd to Execution, and crying out, 
Thou art my Heir, he preſently caus'd him to 
ſhew his Will; but finding that the Knight had 
made his enfranchis'd Bond-man joint Executor 
with him, he commanded both the Knight and 
Freed Servant to be executed both together. 
He alfo put ſeveral of the common People to 
_ death, for no other reaſon in the world but only 
becauſe they had wiſh'd ill to the Faction of 
the Veneti ; believing they did it in contempt of 
his Perſon, and encourag'd by new hopes. But 
againit no fort of People was he ſo much im- 
bitter'd, as againſt the Fortune-tellers, and 4- 
#rologers ; of which numberif any were accus'd 
bejore him they were never ſuffer d to Plead 
tor themſelves, bur were immediately con- 

| demn'd. 
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demr'd. The more exaſperated, for that after 
he had publiſh'd an Edit, commanding all For- 
tune-tellers and Aſtrologers to depart the City 
and all 7aly, before the Kalends of Ofober ; there 
was a Libel diſperc'd about the Streets, in theſe 
words, And the Chaldeans Decree, * A good Ad, © Which 
that Vitellius Germanicus ceaſe to be before that ,: - o 
ſame Day of the Kalends. He was alſo ſuſpected Jr 
to have had a hand in the death of his Mother ; anſwerable 
as if he had forbid the giving her any nouriſh- fo or In 
ment when ſhe lay fick : Upon the Propheſie of Nomne 
2 certain German Witch, in whoſe Predictions _ 
he very much rely'd, That he ſhould Reign ſecure 
and long, if he ſurviv'd his Mother. Others re- 
port, that out of a deteſtation of his preſent 
Proceedings, and dread of his foreſeen Calami- 
ties, ſhe begg'd of her Son a draught of Poy- 
ſon, which he was catily perſwaded to give 
her. 

15. In the Eight Month of his Reign the Ar- 
mies in | Mzfſia and Pamonia revolted from + Now 
him ; alſo in the Parts beyond the Seas, the Fu- Servia, 
dean and Syrian Legions, of which ſome ſware —_—_— 
Fealty to Yeſpaſian preſent among them, others in ;avia. 
his abſence. Therefore to retain the affeation 
and favour of the reſt, there was no profuſion 
which he ſpar'd either publickly or in private. 
He alſo made Levies of Men in the City, with 
Conditions, that after the Vidtory all the Vo- 
Innteers ſhould not only be again disbanded, 
but enjoy all the Benefits and Privileges of Ye- 
terans that had ferv'd out "their full time. But 
then the Enemy preſſing hard upon him both 
by Sea and Land, to the one he oppos'd his 
Brother with his Navy, the raw Soldiers and 
Gladiators ; to the other the Commanders and 
Forces that lay at Bebriacum. However, being 
every 
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every where either vanquiſh'd or betray'd, he 
contracted with Favins Sabinus to ſecure his 

Life for Five and twenty hunder'd thouſand 
Crowns ; and immediately ſhewing himſelf up- 

on the: ſteps of the Palace before a numerous 
Throng of Armed Soldiers,he declar'd Hw deſire 

to reſign the Empire which he had accepted againſt 

biz Will ; but the Multitade oppoſing his Reſo- 

lution, he alter'd his mind for a time. But af- 

ter he had conſulted with himſelf in the Night, 

by break of day, miſerably Habited, he re- 

pair'd to the Roftra, and there again with Tears 

in his Eyes, repeated the ſame words, though in 
writing. But then again the Soldiers and the 
People interrupting him, and encouraging him 

not to be caſt down, with a promiſe of their ut- 

molt Affiſtance, he took heart again, and of a 
ſudden ſetting upon Sabin and the reſt of the 
Flavians, ſuſpeting nothing, he drove them 

into the Capitol, and there ſetting Fire to the 
Temple of the moſt Mighty and Holy Fepiter, 
deſtroyd them altogether, while he himſelf be- 

held both the Conflict and the conſuming 
Flames from the Tiberian Palace, ſumptuouſly 
Feaſting and Gormandizing all the while. Bur 

not long after repenting of what he had done, 

and caſting the blame upon others, he ſummon'd 

an Aſſembly, where he both ſwore himſelf and 

caus'd others to ſwear, That there was nothing to 

him more ſacred then the Publick Tranquility, Then 

* To ſew * looſening his Dagger from his ſide, he proffer'd 
that be re- it firſt to the Conſul, afterwards, upon his refu- 
fend the al, to the Magiſtrates, and by and by to every 
"Pre. Senator in particular; but when no body would 
receive it, he departed as if he intended to have 

| laid it up in the Temple of CONCORD. Ne- 


vertheleſs when ſome cry'd out, That he bimſelf 
| 21/0F 
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225 Coneord, he return'd and vow*d not only to 
keep the Weapon, but to aſſume the Sirname of 
CONCORD ; and perſwaded the Senate to ſend + of whoſe 
certain Commiſſioners attended by the * Veal jrerceſſion 
Virgins, to defire either Peace, or at leaſt ſome the Ro- 
time for deliberation. 8 mans al- 

16. The next day while he ſtaid in expecta- wo” jp _ 
tion of an anſwer, news was brought him by ;; extremi- 
one of the Scouts, that the Enemy advanc'd, ty of dan- 
and was at hand: Upon that he hid himſelf up ger, 0 for 
in a cloſe Sedan, with no more than only two *** _—_ 
in his Company, his Cook and his Baker, and Ft 
privately took his flight toward Aventinum, and 
- his Paternal Seat, by that means to make his e- 
ſcape into Campania, By and by upon a ſlighe 
and uncertain Rumour that his Peace was ob- 
tain'd, he ſuffer'd himſelf to be carry'd back to 
the Palace. Where tinding all things forlornly 
deſolate, and that his Friends every moment 
ſlunk from him, he gire himſelf with a Girdle 
quilced full of Gold, and fled tothe Porters Lodg, 
where he ſhut himſz1f up, aicer he had ty'd a 
great Dog before the Door, againſt which he 
likewiſe ſet the Bed and Bedſtead. 

I7. By this time the Avant Curriers of the 
main Body had broke into the Palace, and find- 
ing no reſiſtance, tell a ranſacking, as is uſual, 
every Chink and Corner. By them he was 
bauPd out of his ſculking hole, and being by 
them demanded ho he as, (for he wasto them 
unknown) and whether he knew Vitellius ; at firſt 
he evaded the Queſtion with a Lye, but bein 
at length diſcover'd, he begg'd with all the Im- 
portunity imaginable, under pretence that he 
had ſomething to diſcloſe, which highly con- 
cern'd Veſpaſian's welfare, that he might in the 
mean time be commited to ſafe cuſtody. But 


nothing 
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nothing would ſerve his turn; for after they 
had bound his Hands behind him, and caſt a 
Rope about his Neck, they dragg'd him with 
his Garments all -torn, half naked, into the 
Market Place, no lefs ſcurrillous in their Lan- 
guage, than their Actions toward him, all a- 
long the length of the Sacred or High Street of 
the City, pulling his Head backward by the 
Hair, as they ſerve Capital Offenders, and 
holding the Point of a naked Sword under his 
Chin, to make him ſhew his Face ; while o- 
thers beimear'd him with Ordure and Dirt, | 
and others calld him F:ire-brand and Platter- 
7o1ger; and many of the Rabble alſo upbraid- 
ed him with the defects of his Body. For he 
was prodigiouſly Tall, Pimple-fac'd, by reaſon 
of his exceflive drinking, and lame of one 
Leg, as having formerly receiv'd a bruiſe from | 
a Chariot, through his double diligence to Caizs, 
in one ot his Careers. At length they brought 
him to the ® Gemoniz, where by ſtabbing him 
gently with ſmall pricks at a time, they tor- 
tur'd him to death by degrees; and thence 
drage*d along with a Hook they flung his mor- 

tid Carcals into Tiber. | 

18. And thus dy'd Viellizs, together with 

his Brother and his Son in the fifry ſeventh 
year of his Age. Nor did he fail the Con- | 
jecture of thoſe, who foretold that by the O- 
men which happen'd to him at YViewna, nothing 
elſe was portended, but that he ſhould fall 
into the Power of ſome one Perſon of Gallick 
Birth. For he was apprehended by Antonins 
Primus, a Commander of the contrary Party ; 
who being born at Tholoſe, was call'd by the 
Name of Beck when he was a Boy, which ſig- 


nifies the Bill of a Cock. 
THE 
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THE 


LIFE: 


OF 
T. FLAV. VESPASIANUS AUGUSTUS. 


———_—_—_— 


Done into Ergliſh by N:S. Gent. 


I. Hen the Roman Empire was thus re- 
duc'd to extremity and a totter- 
ing condigon by the Rebellion 
and ſlaughter of chree Ufurpeis, 

2t length the Favian Family reſtor'd it to its 

priſtine Luſter. A Family *tis true but mean and 
obſcure, and no way ennobl'd with the Statues 
of Illuſtrious Anceſtors. But of which howe- 
ver the Commonwealth had no reaſon to re- 
pent, though Domition itain'd it again with 
his Avarice and Cruelty, for which he .was 
made an Example. Titus Flavirs Petro was an 

admitted Citizen of * Reate ; in the Q1vii War * 

whether a Centurion in Pompeys Army, or a | 

Volunteer is uncertain. However hc fied from ; 

| the Rout at Pharſalia and retird home. Wher. 

after he had got his Pardon, and diſcharz: 
trom Milicary Employment, he became 
| Iiz Broa s: 


*+ 17 
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* For Argentary Coa#ti- 
ons were the Collefions 
of Money upon the Sale 
of forfeited and ſeiz'd 
Goods z which there 
were a ſort of Perſons 
who made it their buſi- 
neſs to rediem from the 
Purchaſer, and ſell a- 
gain to the owners for a 
moderate profit, and by 
that means got a good 
Lrvelihnd. And ſuch 
a Trade did this T. Fla- 
vius follow, 
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Broaker for the Redemption of 
* Forteitures and Seizures put to pub- 
lick fale. His Son Sirnam'd Sabin, 
unskilful in Warlike Afﬀairs, (though 
ſome will have him to have been the 
Chief Centurion of one of the Legi- 
ons, and diſcharg'd of his Oath by 
reaſon of Sickneſs) was a Collector 
of the Fortieth Penny in Afi: 
where he behav'd himſelf with that 
moderation, that the Cities erected 
Statues to his Memory with this In- 
ſcription , KAAQ'S TEAQNH'SANTI, 
To the Honeſt Publican. Afterwards 


he went into Helwvetia, where he lent out Mo- 
ney at Intereſt, and there dy'd, leaving behind 


+ Now 


him his Wife, YVeſpaſia Polla, and two Children, 


Norcla, 2. of which the eldeſt Sabinus arriv'd to be Go- 


fi mail C ity 


in Umbria, VEFNOUT O 
under the to the Empire. 
y good Family in f Nurſa, her Father being 
Veſpaſins Pollio, three times a Tribune, or Colo- 


P oþe's Fu- r 
r1ſdifHton, 
at the Fat 


f the City, the youngeſt was advanc'd 


Pella was deſcended from a ve- 


of the a. nel of Foot, whoſe Brother alſo was a Senator 


pennine, Of Pretorian Dignity. 


Moreover the place alſo, 


fix Miles where ſeveral Monuments of the YVeſpaſiz are yet 


from the 
Marguiſate 
of Ancona. 


to be ſeen, 1till bears the name of Yeſpa/iz to this 
day, upon tie top of a Hill ſix Miles from 


i! Spolcto, Nurſea, 11 the Road to [| Spoletum ; which clear- 
ander the ly evinces the Splendor and Antiquity of the Fa- 
Jwiſati ily. I will not deny bur that itis by ſome re- 


on of the 
Pope, of 


- ported, that Pezro's Father was born beyond 


which place Che Poe, and that he was one of thoſe that were 
Cardinal Wont to travel out of Umbria among the Sa 
Barberini, þjzes, and there hire themſelves our at ſmall 
afrerwards 7195 to manure their Ground, But that he 


kirhan the > 


vIIL, was {ett d at Reate, where he allo marry'd his Wits. 


_— : f < 


But 
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But for my own part I have ſearch'd with all 
the Curioſity imaginable, but never yet couid 
find the leaſt Footftep of any Authority to per- 
{wade me to believe it. 

2. VESPASTLAN was born in the Country of 
the * Sabines in a {mall Village, calPd by the * Now 
name of + Phalacrine, the Seventeenth of Ny. Umbria. 
vember toward the Evening, in the Couſulſhip of TOE wrt 
Q. Sulpitics Camerinus, and C. Poppaus Sabinns, yme = 
five years before the deceaſe of Auguſizs, and Falacrino. 
was brought up by Tertullia, his Grand-mother 
by the Fathers fide, in a Farm ſhe had adjoyn- 
ing to [| Coſſa, Wherefore when he came to the || Now 
Empire, he frequently viſited this Place, where Anſedo- 
he had been bred up in his Infancy, wirhout a- —_— 
ny alteration of the Houſe from what it was, ,44; the 
that he might not be depriv'd of what his Emperor 
Eyes had been accuſtom'd to ſee. Beſides he ſo Charles 
highly honour'd the Memory of his Grand-Mo- pions 
ther,chat upon Solemn and Feſtival days he drank {,; © ral 
our of a little Silver Tumbler, that had been hers;llage un- 
in her life time. When he came to put on the der rhe 
Gown of Manhood, for a long time he refus'd the 2*& of 
broad Purple Stud, or Senators Habit, though Tam: 
his Brother had aſſum'd it; nor could he be pre- 
vail d with to demand it, till the Importunities 
of his Mother over-ruV'd him, rather by her 
reproaches - than her entreaties and Maternal 
Authority, who would often in derifion call 
him his Brothers Uſher. In Thrace he ſerv'd as 
a Collonel of Foot. When he came to be 
Quzſtor, he obtain'd by Lot the Provinces of 
Creet and Cyrene., When he ſtood Candidate 
for the Ed:le's Oihce, and after that for the Pre- 
zorſhip, he obtain'd the firſt with much ado, 
and that too in the ſixth Place. But the Chief 

L1. 3 P:zcorſhip 
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Prztorſhip was granted. him upon his firft Re- 
queſt. In which Office, having taken a dil- 
guſt againſt the Senate, he omitted no manner 
of ſedulicy to gain the Favour of Caizs, he de- 
manded permitiion to exhibit extraordinary 
Shews, upon the Victory which the Emperor 
had obtain'd in Germany ; and added to the Pu- 
niſhment of the Confſpirators, that their exe- 
cuted Bodies ſhould be caſt forth upon the Sub- 
* urb AMixens unburied. He alſo return'd him 
thanks in a full Senate, for that he had vouch- 
faked him the Honour of inviting him to 
SUPPCr. | 
3. Much about the ſame time he marry'd 
Flavia Domitilla, who had formerly been a 
Slave to Statillizs Capella, a Gentleman of Rome, 
born at Sabrata, and by him brought out of 
Hfrica into Italy, but afterwards pronounc'd 
Free born, and a Citizen of Rowe by 
” Toe Recoverers were the Judgment of the * Recoverers. 
Judges afſign'd by the Fer Father Flavies Liberals, born at © 


Pretor to hear the Com- ___ . 
plaints of ſ.ch as thought Ferentum, ticking cloſe to her in her 


themſelves wrong'd, fr Appeal, though no more than a 
the recovery of their loſt Queſtor's or "Treaſurer's Clerk. By 
Goods, Properties, of her he had three Children, Titus, Do- 

Privileges. Ard thus _ . 
it ſeems that Domitilla 997197, and a Daughter nam'd alſo. 
ſuing for the oft Privi- Domatilla, He out-liv'd his Wife and 
lege of her Birth-right, his Daughter in the Condition of 
ww » by the Senteice a private Perſon. But after his Wives 
5+ wks deceaſe, he recall'd to the Society of 
his Bed Cenz, Antonia's enfranchiz'd Bond- 

, / -2 , 

maid, and Amanuenſis likewiſe, for whom he 
had tormerly a very great kindneſs, and when 
he was Emperor eſteem'd and kept her as it ſhe 


had been his lawful Wite. 
4. In 


Fd 
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| 4. In the Reign of Claudixe, by the favour of 
Narciſſus, he was ſent Lieutenant of a Legion 
into Germany, and thence being remov*d into 
Britain, he fought three-nirch'd Bartels with the 
Enemy, ſubdu'd two powertul Nations, and 
took above twenty Towns, together with the 
Iſle of /:ght, that lyes upon the Colt of Br 
zain; and all this partly under the Command 
of Aulns Plantins a Conſular Lieurenanrt, parr- 
ly. under the Conduct of the Emoeror Claudirs 
himſelf ; for which he was Honour'd with Tri- 
umphal Ornaments, and in a ihort time with 
two Sacerdotal Digniries, as alſo with a Con- 
{\ulſhip, which he held buc only the ewo laſt 
Months of the year. Atrer that, the interve- 
ning part of his time till his Procon{ſulſhip, 
he ſpent in Leiſure and Retirement, lead- 
ing a private Life ; fearing A4grippina, at that 
time Powerful with her Son, and mortally ha- 
ting the Friends of deceas'd Narciſ/zs. Alﬀter- 
wards the Government of Africa falling to his 
Lot, he manag'd his Aﬀeairs with great Integri- 
ty and highly to his Honour, ſaving that once 
at Adrumetum, in a certain Tumule, he had 
Turneps thrown at him by the Rabble. Cer- 
tain it is, that he return'd not at all improv'd 
in Wealth, fo that he was fore'd to mortgage 
his Lands to his Brother to redeem his Credit 
and pay his Debts; and for the ſupport of his 
Dignity was neceffitated ro Trade in buying 
and ſelling of Horſes, for which reafon he was 
vulgarily Nick-nam'd the Horſe Courſer. He is 
al{o reported to have been convicted of extort- 
ing 200000 SeFferces from a.young Gentleman, 
for procuring him allowance to wear the Broad 
Purple Stud, againſt his Fathers Will ; for _— 
I 1 4 E 
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he was ſeverely check'd. He attended Nero in 
his Voyage into 4chaia, but highly incurr*d his 
Diſpleaſure, for that when the Emperor was 
ſinging, he would always either ſlip out of the 
Room, or fall aſleep in the midſt of the Mu- 
ſick. Inſomuch that being by the Emperor not 
only forbid his Preſence, but from Publick Sa- 
lutation, he retir'd to a ſmall City quite out of 
the way, where helay hid in continual fear of 
his Life, till he was offer'd the Command both 
of a Province and an Army. At the ſame time 
there wasa ſort of an old Oracle reviv'd, which 
had ſpread it ſelf all over the Eaft a long time 
before, That the Fates had ſo decreed, that the 
Empire ſhould be poſſeſsd by Perſons coming from 
Judza. Which Prophefie being meant of the 
Roman Emperor, as the Event made manifeſt, 
the Jews applying to themſelves, brake out into 
open Rebellion, and after they had ſlain the 
Governour, put to flight the Conſular Lieuten- 
ant, that came to his Aſſiſtance and took the 
Imperial Eagle. The ſuppreflion of this Re- 
bellion requir'd a far more numerous Army, and 
fach a General in whoſe Condue and Expe- 
rience the Empire might confide for the ma- 
nagement of ſo important an Afﬀair. Nor was 
any one thought more fit than YVeſpaſian, a Per- 
fon of known Valour and Induſtry, and as it 
was conceiv'd, no way to be ſuſpected by rea- 
fon of the meanneſs of his Extraction and the 
obſcurity of his Name. His Army therefore 


| being reinforc'd with two Legions, Eight Wings 


of Horſe, and ten Cohorts of Foot, with per- 
miflion to take along with him his eldeſt Son 


for one of his Lieutenants, as ſoon as he arriv'd 


in the Province, he drew upon him the admira- 
: | ration 
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ration of all the Provinces adjoyning, by the 
Reformation he made in the Diſcipline of the 
Camp, his ſucceſs in two Battels, and his cou- 


' - ragein the ſtorming a Caſtle, where he receiv'd 
an unlucky blow upon his Knee with a Stone, 


and had his Target ſtuck full of Arrows. 


5. After the death of Nero and Galba, when . 


Otho and Vitellizs came to contend for the Sove- 
raignty, he began to conceive ſome hopes of 
obtaining the Empire himſelf; which ſeem'd to 
be portended by the enſuing Prodigies. In a 
Houſe belonging to the Flavii, within the Sub- 
urbs of the City, there ſtood an old Oak, which 
at three ſeveral times juſt before YVeſpaſiz was 
brought to bed, all of a ſudden every time put 
forth particular Boughs and Branches, the un- 
queſtionable Prognoſticks of the future Fate of 
all the Children. The firſt was ſlender and 
quickly wither'd again,and therefore the Daugh- 
ter that was then born liv'd not to be above a 
year old : The ſecond ſtrong and call, and 
which portended great Felicity ; but the third 
was large and flouriſhing, like a Tree of fome 
years growth. Wherefore it is reported, that 
the Father Sabinus being confirm'd by the 
Soothſayer, told his Mother, That ſhe had a 
Grand-child born, who would be one day Emperor ; 
at which the aged Lady could not chooſe but 
laugh, admiring, That while ſhe was yet in her 
perfet Sences, that her Son ſhould rave at ſuch a 
rate. When he came to be advanc'd to the E- 
dileſhip, the Emperor being angry that the 
Streets were not {wept clean, order'd the Sol- 
diers to take up a good handful of Dirt, and 
ſtop it into the Boſom of his Edile's Robe. Upon 
which many made this obſervation, that the 
| euns 
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time would come when the Commonwealth be. 
ing trampled under foot, and laid waſt by Civil 
Diitenrion, ſmouid fly to nim ior Refuge, and 
as ic were 12 for ſhelr2r in his Boijom. One 
time, as he was at Dinner, a ftrange Dog 
brought a Mans Hana in his Mouth into the 
Room and laid it unver the "Tabic. Another 
time, as be was at Supper, a Ploughing Ox, ha- 
ving caic off his Yoke, brake into his Parlour, 
and having frighced away the Servants, as if he 
had been tir'd of a {adden, laid himfelf down 
at his Feet as he fate, and pat his Neck in his 
Lap. Moreover in a certain Field that belong'd 
to his Anceſtors, there was a Cypreſs Tree, 
which without the violence of any Storm or 
Tempeſt was torn up by the Roots, and laid 
all along upon the Ground at the tull length ; 
but the next day was found growing again more 
ſteady in the Earth, and more verdant than be- 
fore. In Achaia he had allo a Dream, that his 
own and che Felicity of his Family ſhould com- 
mernce upon the pulling out of one of Nero's 
Teeth; and it fo fell out, that the next day 
coming into the Court, he met the Surgeon who 
ſhew'd him the Tooth which be had drawn. 
In Fudza, after he had conſulred the Oracle of 
the God Carmel, the aniwer was fo favourable 
to him, as to promiſe him ſuch ſucceſs, that 
whatſoever he thought or wiſf'd for in his Mind 
ſhould certainly come to paſs, how great foever 
were the things which he deſir'd. And among 
the Novilicy of the Jews, that were taken Pri- 
ſoners, there was one Foſephzs, who was caſt in- 
ro Irons, yet conſtantly and boldly affirm'd, 
that he ſhould an a ſhortime be releas'd by Ve- 
paſian, though not before he was ag "ak 

rom 
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From Rome alſo he had notice of ſeveral Por- 
tents which . daily happen'd. Among the reſt 
this was one, that Nero was admoniſh'd in a 
dream to remove Fapiters Shrine out of the 
Chappel where it ſtood, into Yeſpaſian's Houle, 
and from thence into the Circ. And not 
long after, when Galba enter'd the Atſembly, 
ſummon'd to elec him the ſecond time Conlut, 
the Statue of Fulizrs Ceſar turn'd about cf its 
ſelf co the Eat, Alſo at Bebriacu: when tie 
Armies were both drawn up, before ': Battel 
began, two Eagles were ſeen fighting in 2 Air 
till the one was vanquiſh'd 3 ar waar rime cer 
appear'd alſo a third from the Zaj#, which over- 
came and drave away the Victor. 

6. Nevertheleſs he never made any attempt, 
though his Friends were all ready, and urgent 
with him to declare, till importun'd and inviced 
by ſeveral Perſons that were abſent and un- 
known. Two thouſand Men drawn our of 
three Legions belonging to the Army of 1Mz/za 
were ſent to afliſt O:rho; who having receiy'd 
Intelligence upon their March, that he was 0- 
verthrown, and had laid violent hanes upon 
himſelf : Nevertheleſs advanc'd as far as 
Aquileia, as if they had given little Credit to 
the Rumor. Therelaying hold of the opportu- 
nity, they abandon'd themſelves to all manner 
of Licentiouſneſs and Rapine ; bur tearing upon 
their return to be calPd to an account, and ie- 
verely puniſh'd, they enter'd into debate one 
among another, and at length agreed to let up 
an Emperor of their own chuting. For that 
they were not inferior either to the Spaniſh Ar- 
my who had elected Galha, nor to the Pratorians 


who had made choice of Ocho, nor the Germans 
| who 
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who had advanc'd Virellins. Thereupon the 
Names of all the Confular Legates than in Com- 
mand being -propos'd, and ſome rej=tting one, 
and ſome another, upon various Allegations, at 
length ſome of the third Legion, which had 
been remov'd out of Fudea into Meſia toward 
the latter end of Nero's Reign, began to extol 
Veſpaſian. Upon that, no Man like him, they 
all unanimoſly cry*d out, and preſently without 
delay they inſ{crib'd his Name into their Enſigns. 
However they thought fit to conceal their 
Choice for a time, till the Soldiers were reduc'd 
to better order. But when the Election came 
to be divulg'd, Tiberins Alexander, Governor of 
egypt, was the firſt who compelFd the Legi- 
ons to {wear Fealty to Veſpaſian, upon the firſt of 


Tuly, which day was afterwards obſery'd as the. 


firſt day of his coming to the Empire. Then 
the whole Army in Fu4ea {wore the ſame Oath 
before him, being perionally prefene, upon the 
Eleventh of the fame Month. There was one 
thing more that very much encourag'd him to 
proceed, which was the Copy of a Letter thrown 
about, whether true or counterfeit 1s uncertain, 
but ſaid to be written by Orho a litcle before his 
death, conjuring him with all the vehemency 
tmaginable to revenge-his Blood, and. requeſt- 
ing him to reſcue the Periſhing Commonwealth 
from utter Ruin. Alſo a Rumour was ſpread 
abroad that Vizellzzs had defignd, if he obtain'd 
the Vidory, to change the Winter Quarters 
of the Legions, and remove the German For- 
ces into the Eaftern Parts, where the War was 
'more eaſie and lefs hazardous. Among the 
Governors of the Provinces, and confederate 
Princes that favour'd this change, Licinins Mu- 

| Cranits, 
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 eiants, laying aſide the Animoſity which out. 
of Emulation till that time he had born him 
all along, promis'd him the Afliſtance of the Sy- 
rian Army, and Vologeſas King of the Parthians, 
Forty thouſand Archers on Horſeback. 

7. The Civil War being thus begun, after he 
had order'd the March of his Captains and 
Forces before into Italy, he paſs'd himſelf to 
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Alexandria, that fo he mighe polleſs 
himfelf of the Keys of * e£gypr. 
While he ſtaid there, he went pri- 
vately and 7incognito into the Temple 
of Serapzs, to conſult the faccels of 
his Afﬀairs, and the future ſettlement 
of his Empire. At what time, after 
he had by all manner of Ceremonies 
{ought to render the Deity propitious, 
and turn'd about his Body, accord- 
ing to the uſual Rites of Adoration, 
t Baſilides the High-Prieſt ſeem'd to 
appear to him, and offer him Gar- 
lands of FVervain, Crowns and un- 
leavened Bread, according to the 
cuſtom of that place; though it 
were certain that no body had let 
him into the Temple ; beſides that it 
was well known that he had lain ſo 


* Or rather, as Joſe- 
phus Expreſſes the true 
Reaſon, that having E- 
gypt, which was the 
Granary of Rome, be 
might have a Curb up» 
on that City ;, believing 
that the Romans for 
fear of a Famin, would 
flick to his Party. 

Tt For Torreatius 
throws out the ward 
Libertus, 4s having no-= 
thing to doin this place, 
and aſſures us that Ba- 
filides was not only the 
High-Prieſk of this 
Temple, but that his 
Furiſaifion reach'd as 
far as Carmel in Ju- 
dza. 


long ill by reaſon of a weakneſs in his Nerves 
that he was hardly able ro go, and moreover 
that he was at the lame time a great way re- 


mote from the Temple. Preſently upon this 
came Letters that Vz:tellizs was overthrown at 
Cremona, and that he himſelf was murder'd in 
Rome. At firſt there was ſomething wanting of 
that Majeſty and awful Aſpect, which became 
a Prince ſo unexpectedly and ſuddenly ad- 
| vanc'd ; 


— 


vanc'd ; but his good Fortune foon ſupply*'d | 
him with both : For as he was ſitting upon his | 
Tribunal, two Poor Men, the one blind, the o- 
ther lame, came both together, and throwing 
themſelves at his Feet, moſt humbly beſought 
him to cure their Imperfections ; the one af- 
firming that ic had been reveaFd to him by Sera- 
pz in a dream, that if he pleas'd but to 1pit up- 
on his Eyes, his tight ſhould be reſtor'd ; the o- 
ther deſiring only that he would but touch his 
lame Leg with his Heel, to effect his Cure. But 
in regard he had not Faith enough to believe 
them, and was altogether doubtful of the ſuc- 
ceſs, he was at firſt afraid to try the Experi- 
ment, till being encourag'd by his Friends, he 
made an attempt upon both, which fell out ac- 
cording to his wiſhes. About the ſame time al- 
fo at Tegaa in Arcadia, the Soothſayers being 
mov*d by a Prophetick impulſe to encourage the 
undertaking, ſeveral Veſlels that were ancient * 
Peices of Workmanſhip were digg'd up, the 
Sculptures of which exactly reſembPFd Veſpaſian. 
s. Returning to Rome with ſo much Gran- 
deur and Fame of his Miracles, after he had 
triumpht'd over the Jews,he added eight Conſul 
ſhips more to his firſt under C/audizs. He alſo 
took upon him the Cerſorſhip, and through the 
whole Courſe of his Reign, there was nothing 
which he deem'd more Sacred, than firſt ro re- | 
eſtabliſh the almoſt ruin'd and tottering Com- 
monwealth, and next to beautifie and adorn it. 
. The Soldiers, partly confident that their Vidto- 
ries would prote&t them from puniſhment, or 
| out of a ſence of their ignominy in upholding 
Vitellizs, gave themſelves up to all manner of 
Licentiouſneſs. Some Provinces, and ſome 
Free 
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Free Cities, nay ſome Kingdoms began to 


| Mutiny. Wherefore he disbanded moſt of the 


Vitellians, and puniſh'd others. But as to thoſe 
that were the Inſtruments and ſharers with him in 
his Victory, he was 1o far from being exorbitant 
in rewarding them, that ic was a long time be- 
fore he paid them their juſt Dues. And that he 
might not omit any opportunity of. reforming 
the Diſorders of Martial Diſcipline, when a 
young Centleman, richly perfum'd with fra- 
grant Oyntments, came to return him thanks 
for ſome conſiderable Command which he had 
beſtow'd upon him, he not only caſt a difdain- 
ful nod upon him, but with a tone of Indig- 
pation giving him a ſevere Check, IT had ra- 
ther, laid he, thou hadſt ſtunck of Garlick, and 
revok'd his Commiſion. And as for the Sea- 
men, that travail a foot by turns, from Ofia and 
Puteols to Rome, becauſe they petition'd, That 
they might have a certain allowance to buy them 
Shooes ; as if it had not been enough to ſend 
them away without an anſwer, he order'd that 
for the time to come they ſhould run baretoot, 
as they have done ever fince. Achata, Lycia, 
Rhodes, Byzantium, Samos he depriv'd of their 
Freedom ; alſo Thracia, Cilicia and Commagene, 
which before that time had been all govern'd 
by their own Kings, he reduc'd into Provinces; 
and for the defence of Cappadocia, by reaſon of 
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the daily incurſions of the Barbarians,he added a 


ſupply of more Legions ; and inftead of a Ro- 
man Knight, he committed the Government of 
that Province to a Conſular Depury Lieute- 
nant. And becauſe the City was much defac'd 
by - Conflagration and decays of building, he 


gave permiflion co any ons that would co re- 


build 
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build upon the void Ground, if the owners . 


negle&ted to do it themſelves. He undertook 
himſelf the Reſtoration of the Capitol, and to 


that purpoſe was the firſt that ſet a hand to the 


cleanſing of the Ruins, and carry'd ſome Bafſ- 
kets of Earth away upon his own Shoulders. 
He alſo took upon him to reſtore the Three 
thouſand Plates of Braſs which had been utter- 
ly defac'd in the Fire, cauſing diligent ſearch 
to be made for the trueſt Copies to ſupply the 
loſs of that fair and ancient Inſtrumenc of the 
Empire, wherein were contain'd almoſt from 
the very foundations of the City all the Decrees 
of the Senate, all the Foreign Leagues and 
Confederacies, and all Privileges whatſoever 
granted either to private Perſons, or publick 
Corporations. 

9. He alſo erected ſeveral new Structures; as 
the Temple of Peace next to the Market-Place; 
the Temple of Divx Claudiazs upon the Caxlian 


Hill, begun by Agrippina, but utrerly demoliſh'd | 
by Nero, and the Amphitheater in the middle 
of the City, as he underſtood had been for- 


merly defign'd by Auguſtus. The Senatorian 
and Equeſtrian Orders, which had been exhau- 
ſted by Maſlacres incredible, and defild 
through the admiflion of mean and ſpurious 
Members through the negle& of Former Em- 
perors, he throughly purg'd, after a general re- 
view both of the Senate and Gentry, removing 
ſach as he found unworthy, and ſupplying their 
Places with the moſt Noble and Honourable 
that he could cull either out of 7aly or the Pra- 
vinces. And to the end it might be known that 
the difference between thoſe Orders did not 


conſiſt ſo much in the diſtin&ion of Liberty ay | 
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of Dignity, he gave this Sentence-in a ſquabble 
between a Senator and a Roman Knight, That 
it was not lawful to give bad Language to a Sena- 
tor firſ# ; but if a Senator began, it was both Civil 
and Lawful for a Roman Knight to return him as 


good as he brought. 
Io. Law Suits and Proceſſes were become ſo 


numerous and bulky, what with old Actions” 


that lay undetermin'd, by reaſon of the long 
Ceſſation of Juſtice, and others newly com- 
menc'd, according to the diſorderly condition 
of the Times. To remedy theſe Inconvenien- 
cies, he made choice by Lot of certain Perſons 
to make reſtitution of their Goods and Eſtates, 
which had been violently torn from them in 
the time of the Civil Wars; and as fupernu- 
meraries, to determin the Cauſes that lay before 
the Centumwviri, which would have elſe requir'd 


_ the whole attendance of a long-livid Clyent to 


bring to an end, and reduce them to as ſmall 


a number as poſflible might be. 
11. Luſt and Luxury, while there was no re- 


 ſtraint of Law, were become the general Car- 


ruptions of the Age. Therefore to pur a check to 
theſe Debaucheries, he procur'd himſelf a De- 
cree of the Senate, that whar Woman ſoever 
us'd unlawful familiariry wich another Mans 

ervant ſhould loſe her Freedom. And tha it 
ſhould be unlawful for any Uſurer to demand 
from any Heir a Debt contracted by Money 
lent upon great diſadvantages, to be paid upon 
the death of his Facher. In other things, trom 
the beginning of his Reign to the end, he ob- 
ſerv'd great Moderation and Clemency. 


12, He was ſo far from concealing the mean- 


nels of his former Condition, chat he frequent- 
K. k ly 
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ly took occaſion to boaſt of it. And whereas 
there were fome Perſons, who out of flattery 
made it their buſinefs to deduce the Original of 
the Flavian Family from the Founder of Reare, 
the Companion of Hercules, whols Monument 
is ſtill to be ſeen upon the Salarian Road, he 
derided their vain and ridiculous Adularion : 
And was fo far from greedily coveting the Va- 
nity of outward Pomp and Ornaments, that 
upon the day of his Triumph being tir'd with 
the tediouſneſs and flow proceſſion of the Ce- 
remony, he could not refrain from crying out, 
That he was juftly puniſh'd, for having in his old 
age ſo idly deſir'd a Trinmph, as if either due to hus 
Anceſtors, or ever expected by himſelf. Nor would 
he accept of the 1Tribunitial Authority, or of 
the Title of FATHER OF THE COUN:- 
TRY, till toward the latter end of his Reign. 
For as for the Cuſtom of ſending to enquire 
for Perſons to come and pay him their Morn: 
ing Salutations, he had quite left it off, before 
the end of the Civil War. 

I3. He took little or no notice of the Free- 
dom which his Friends aſſum'd in their Dit- 
courſe, nor of the ſlye Refle&tions of the Law- 
yers, nor of the downright Clowniſhnels of the 
Philoſophers. Licinizs Mutianus a Perſon of a 
ſcandalous unchaſticy, yer preſuming upon his 
Merits, and therefore behaving himſelf with lefs 
reſpect to his Perſon than became him, he never 
rebuk*d bur in privace ; -and once upon a time 
complaining of his Carriage to one that was a 
Friend to both, he concluded with this Expref- 
ſion, And yet Iam but a Man. He commend- 
ed Salvixs Liberalis, for preſuming to fay, while 
he was pleading.tor a Wealthy Offender, hat 
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4 it to Ceſar, if Hipparchus be worth a hunder'd 
Millions of Seſterces ? Demetrius the Cynick meet- 
ing him. upon the. Road, after he had con- 
demn'd him to exile, and neither vouchſafing 
to riſe nor to ſalute him, but railing and bark- 

out” foul Language againſt him, he only 
call'd Dog, and fo left him. 

14. He was ſo far from hoarding up Reſent- 
ments either of new Injuries or old Animoſities, 
or from ſeeking Revenge, that he marry'd the 
Daughter of his Enemy V:tel/;zs to a Perſon of 
great Honour, and gave her a Dowry accord- 
ingly. In the Reign of Nero, being forbid the 
Court, and in a .ggreat Conſternatien, as not 
knowing what courſe to take, queſtioning with 
ſome of his Friends whether he ſhould retire for 
ſhelter, one of the Officers for Admiflion or 
Chamber-waicers, bid him go to * Morbonia. * 4 made 
Afterwards when this fellow came to beg his _— - 
Pardon, he never ſhew'd any farther Patfion, in, DIC "» 
but only bid him begon, much in the ſame eaſe-land ; 
Language as he had given him before. More: or accord- 
over he was ſo tar from being incens'd- to the 78 9 the 
ruin of any Perſon by the Inſtigations of Fear — 
or Suſpition, that when ſome of his Friends ad- gjd him 
visd him to beware of Metins Pompoſianzs, be- go hang 
cauſe he was vulgarly reported to be born un- himſelf. 
der an Imperial Conſtellation, he preſently 
made him Conſul, aſſuring them, That be could 
ever forget ſo great a kindneſs. 

15. It was rarely known that ever any In- 
nacent Perion was puniſh'd during all his 
Reign, unleſs in his abſence, and he not know- 
ing any thing of it, or that he were deceiv*d 
by Mitfrepreſentation. Helvidizs Priſcus, who 
Was che only Perſon that ſalured him at his re- 
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turn from Syria by his private name of Veſpaſian, 
and when he was Pretor paſs'd him by in all 
his Decrees without the leaſt reſpe&t or men- 
tion at all, could never move him to take no- 
tice of theſe Indignities, till his continu'd Inſo- 
lencies were ſuch, as levell'd him with the 
meaneſt of the vulgar ; and after he had firſt 
baniſh'd him, then order'd him to be put to 
death, yet he deem'd it more noble to fave him 
if poſfible ; and to that purpoſe ſending away 
Poſt to recal the Executioners, had certainly 
preſerv'd him, had he not been made believe 
that the Execution was over before the Meſlen- 
gers arrived. Nor did he ever rejoyce at the 
deſtrution of any Man, but wept and bewaild 
the deſerved ſufferings of the Guilty. 

16. The only thing that render'd him ob- 
nox1ous to the talk of the World was his Cove- 
touſneſs. For not contented to revive the Taxes 
and Impoſitions remitted by Galba, he ſtill im- 


'pos'd new Duties and more burthenſom, not 


only augmenting but doubling the Tributes in 
ſome Provinces. He alſo drave ſome ſorts of 
Trades, that a private Perſon would have been 
aſhanrd of, buying up and engrofling ſeveral 
Commodities that he might ſell them again at 
a dear rate. Nor did he refrain from the ſale 
of Offices to thoſe who ſtood for preferment ; 
nor from ſelling Pardons to all 'that were Con- 
Gemn'd,” if of ability to purchaſe their Lives, 
let them be never ſo Guilty or Criminal. It 
was alſo reported to be his cuſtom to promote 
the moſt greedy and griping of his Officers to 
the molt gainful Employments, that he might 
have the advantage of their opulent Confiſca- 
tions upon Complaints made againſt them; 

whom 
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whom he was vulgarly ſaid to make the ſame 
uſe as of Spunges, which when they were diy 
he laid in Water and ſqueez'd when they were 
thorough wet. Some there are who report him 
covetous from his Infancy, and that he was up- 
braided with ic by an old Cow-keeper that 
ſerv'd him, who earneſtly Petitioning, after he 
came to the Empire, that he might have his 
liberty Gratz, and being deny'd, cry'd our, 
The Fox changes his Hair, but never hi Conditions. 
Others there are who believe him neceflicated 
to theſe Rapines and Extortions, through the 
extream exigency of the Publick Treaſury, in 
regard he had openly-declar'd at the beginning 
of his Reign, That is was impoſſible for the Com- , 
monwealth to ſubſiſt without * Forty Millions cf ——_ F 
Sefferces. Which is moſt probable, in regard thayſund 
that whatever he {crap'd together by undue and thouſand 
diſhonorable means, he ſtill employ'd to the Crowns, 
benefit of the Publick. 
I7. His Bounty extended to all forts of Men; 
he made up the ft Revenues of the Senators, + Which 
and ſupply'd che Indigences of thoſe that were according to 
of Conlular Dignity with an annual Penſion of '”* - 
Twelve thouſand Crowns ; and- moreover he 7,9" 
OT  - of Ava 
repair'd moſt of the Cities under the Dominion ftus amoure 
of the Romay Empire that had been ruin'd by ted to Thir- 
Fire or Earthquakes. - ty thouſ. nd 
18. More eſpecially he was a great Incoura- ©" 
ger of Arts and Ingenuity, as being the firſt 
that ſettPd annual Penſions of Two thouſand 
five hunder'd Crowns a year upon the Latin and 
Greek Rhetoricians. All the moſt excellenc 
Poets and Artificers he invited into his Service 
with contiderable Allowances ; and bountifully 
preſented the Perſon that repair'd the Celoſjws 
| WV OP with 
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with a Noble Reward out of his own Purſe, 
beſides his ample Wages upon the publick Score. 
A certain Mechanick alfo that proffer'd to 
bring Columns of a Prodigious weight to adorn 
the Capitol at a ſmall expence, he ſent away 


. well fatisffd for his Invention, but excus'd his 


erformance, telling him withal, That *twas fit 
the Poor People ſhould live. | 
19. As an additional Ornament to the Plays 
that were acted at the Dedication of the Scenes 
of the Marcellian Theater, he reviv'd the anct- 
ent Dramatick Rehearſals and Songs. To Apot- 
linaris the Tragedian he gave Four thouſand 
Crowns in Gold. To Terpnus and Dicdorus, 
boch Eminent Harpers, Two thouſand Crowns 
in Gold a peice ; to others he gave a 'Thoufand 
Crowns in Gold ; and to thoſe to whom he 
gave leaſt he allow'd Four hunder'd Crowns in 
Gold. He feaſted frequently, and for the moſt 
part regularly and magnificently, that he might 
help the Butchers and Poulterers. Upon the Sa- 
turnalian Holy-days he diſtributed New-years 
Gifts tothe Men,and to the Ladys in the Calends 
of March. And yet would not all this obliterate 
the ſcandal of his former Avarice. Infomuch that 
the Alexandrians, an abuſive and lampooning fort | 
of People,calld him Skin-flint,as long as heliv'd,a 
Nick-name which they had beſtow'd upon one 
of their Kings for his notorious Parſimony. 
Moreover at his Funeral, Favor the Arch-Mmick, 
repreſenting his Perſon, and as the Cuſtom was 
imitating his Words and Actions when he was 
alive, openly demanded of thoſe that had the 
management and ordering of the Ceremony, 
What might be the Expence of the Funeral ? Who 
being anſwer'd, Two hunder'd and fifty thouſand 


Crowns 
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Crowns in Gold, cry'd out, as if it had been Veſpa- 
fan who had ſpoke, Give me but a quarter of the 
Meoney and throw my Body imo Tiber if you pleaſe. 

20. He was of a middle Stature, neither too 
tall nor too low ; his Limbs firm and well com- 
pacted ; but his Aſpect not ſo graceful, as one 
' that look'd like a Man in a ſtraining Poſture. 
Which occation'd one of the Wits of that Time 
to put a Jeaſt upon him; fo that when the 
Emperor bid him {peak on» what he had to ſay ; 
T ſhall, Sir, reply'd the other, ſo ſoon as you 
have done eaſmg your ſelf. He enjoy'd a moſt 
Excellent Conſtitution of Health, though he 
us'd no other means to preſerve it, then giving 
his Jaws and the reft of his Limbs juſt ſo many 
rubs in the Tennis-Court and no more, and 
abſtaining from all manner of Food one day in 
a Month. * 

21, His method of living was generally this: 
When he was Emperor he late up late, but roſe 
early ; then after he had read all his Letters, and 
the Breviaries of all his Officers, he gave ad- 
miffion to his Friends; and while they were 
paying him their Morning Salutes, and enter- 
taining him- with Diſcourſe, he put on his 
Cloaths and his Shoes himſelf. After which, 
having diſpatch'd ſuch bufineſs as was brought 
before him, he betook himſelf to 
* Geſtation, and ſo to his repoſe ; at * 4 Cuſtom then among 
what time ſome one of his Concu- #4? Perſonages to Ex- 
. Sa : | : erciſe their Bodies by the 
bines lay by him all the while, of ton of Carriage, ei- 
which he had a great number after . ther in a Litter, a Se- 
the death of Cznzx. And from this dan, or a Chariet, which 
retirement he went firſt to the Bath, 72.414 as well for = 
and thence to his * Dining Room. Ln 
And then it was that he was always Grandew. © E 
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in the molt pleaſant and indulgent Humour; 
which was the reaſon that his Servants and At- 
tendants always watch'd thoſe opportunities 
when they had any Boon to beg. | 

22. At Supper, and at all times elſe, he was 
wont to be very familiar and facetious with his 
Friends; for he was very much given to drolling ; 
andthat ſometimes ſo broad and ſcurriliouſly,that 
he could hardly refrain from obſcenity it elf. 
Yet there are ſome ſayings of his which are very 
witty. McnFftrins Florus, having taken him up 
one time for his Pronunciation, and telling him 
it was more proper to ſay Plauſtra then Ploſtra, 
when he came the next Morning into the Pre- 
ſence, he bid him good Morrow, by the Name 
of Flaurus. Being perſecuted by a - certain 
Curtelan, that pretended to be ready to dye for 
Love of him, at length he yielded to her Im- 
braces, and enjoy'd her, and gave her Four 
hunder'd Seſterces for her kindneſs out of his 
own private Purſe; which when his Steward 
came to know how he would have it plac'd to 
his Accompt, To Veſpaſian, ſaid he, for being 
beloxd. | 

23. He would many times make uſe of Greek 
Verltes very patly to his purpoſe. And thus 
ſpeaking of a certain Poet, that was mon- 
ſtrouſly call, and withal very deformed, 'he re- 
peatecl this Verſe out of Homer, | 


Mares G1Cds, teaduoy SAN 00 x400 Ty Wore 
A fealking Stallion, brandiſhing a Spear 
As long as that which He&or once did bear. 


But more remarkable were thoſe which he re- 
peated upon Cerylns, one of his enfranchis'd 
Bond- 
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Bond-men, who being grown Rich, © For the by Sleves 
: - - 5 2 bein enfranchis 
ro avoid refunding into the . Exche- JOE EY pages 


quer * at his death, call'd himſelf 7,9; , rhe hoſt their 
by the Name of Laches, and pre- Liberty with their laſt 
tended to be Free born: and that Breath, and the Patron 
was the Reaſon he ſhew'd him his pang pr _ 
Folly by the following Diltick of 71,3 7 * TO 


t Menander, Tf Only Laches and Ce- 
rylus are the words of 


; Veſpaſian, 
Q" Aayws, Admys emu Smolavns 


A'uds is args toy wungunTr 


O Laches Laches, thou forget/t that when, 


Thou dyeſ?, thou wilt be Cerylus || again. | 4s much 
as to ſay he 


Nevertheleſs he affected loquacity in his Diſ- —_— 


courſes of the ſordid ways of getting Money ; avid the 
to wipe away the reproach of the Fact, either ſeizing 
by means of ſome fallacious Paradox, or elſe 9 #5 
by putting the thing off with a Jeaſt. Thus at- —_ 
ter he -had delay'd for fome time one of his Proceſs a 
moſt favour'd Miniſters that begg'd of him an ter »j © 
extraordinary Steward(hip for a certain Friend, Deceaſe. 
who, as he ſaid, was as dear to him as his Bro- 
ther, he ſent for the Perſon liimſelf that ſtood 
for the Employment, and upon payment of the 
Sum which the Man had bargain'd to give his 
Sollicitor, order'd him forthwith the Poileffion 
of the Office. Soon after, when his Favourite 
renew*d his Petition to him again in behalf of 
his Friend, not knowing what was done ; Thou 
wilt do well to find out another Brother, ſaid he, 
for he whom thou tak'ſt for thy Brother is mine. Be- 
ing upon a Journey, and ſuſpecting that his Cha- 
riot-driver had alighted to ſhoe his Mules,that he 

might 
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might give time and leiſure to a Sollicitor to lay 
open his Cauſe, the Emperor ask'd him what 
the Sollicitor had given him to make that ſtop ; 
and bargain'd with him to have part of his 
Gain. His Son 7itus reproving him, that he 
had invented a Tribute upon Urine, he put his 
Noſe to the Money that had been gather'd upon 
the firſt Payment, and ask'd him whether the 
{mell offended him ? which he denying, How: 
ever, ſaid he, This Money comes out of Piſs. 
Certain Meſſengers bringing him news that 
there was a Statue of a prodigious bigneſs and 
an extraordinary value publickly Decreed. him ; 


he commanded them to ere& it preſently, and | 
ſhewing them the Hollow of his Hand, Look | 
ge, ſaid he, here is a Baſis ready. Nor did he re- | 


frain from his Jokes in the extream fear and 


danger of death. For when among the reſt of | 


the Prodigies, the Mauſoleum of the Ceſars of a 


tudden flew open, and a Comet appear'd in the 


Sky ; The one, Jaid he, relates to Junia Calvina, 
of the Family of Auguſtus, and the other to the 
King of the Parthians by reaſon of his long Hair, 


And upon the firſt Fit of his Diſtemper, I be 


lieve, 1aid he, I am ſuddenly to be a God. 

24. In his Ninth Conſulſhip being attack'd 
in Campania with ſome little ſlight Motions, 
and thereupon immediately haſtning back to 


* Now La- the City, in his way he took the * Carylian Lake, 


tigliano. 


wont every year to ſpend the greateſt part of 
the Summer. Where having weakn*'d his In- 


teſtines by the too frequent uſe of cold Wa- 


ter, while his Diſtemper was ſtill growing upon 
him, :nevertheleſs ſo far from refraining from 
publick Buſineſs according to his Cuſton, __ 
| h C 


godi Con- and the delightful Fields of Reate, where he was 
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he gave Audience to Embaſſadors as he lay up- 
on his Bed, he was taken with a ſudden looſe- 
neſs even to fainting Fits, infomuch that he 
cry'd, It behoves an Emperor to dye ſtanding. And 
upon that riſing upon his Feet, and leaning up- 
on thoſe about him, he dy*'d in the Arms of 
thoſe that ſupported him, the Eighth of the 
Calends of Fuly, after he had liv'd Sixty nine 
years, one Month and ſeven days. 

25. It is agreed by all Writers, that he was ſo 
confident of his own and the Nativicy of his 
Children, that after ſeveral Conſpiracies againſt 
him were detected, he made no ſcruple to af- 
firm in the Senate, That either his Sons would ſuc- 
ceed him or no Man. It is alſo reported of him, 
that one Night he ſaw in his ſleep a Ballance 
erected in the middle of the Portico of the Pa- 
latine Houſe, and in one of the Scales Claudjus 
and Nero, in the other himſelf and his Sons, ſo 
equally pois'd that neither out-weigh'd the o- 
ther : And juſt according to his Dream ic fell 
out, for that for ſo many years and for 1o long 
time as the two firſt Reign'd, ſo long the ©- 


thers held the Empire. 
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I. ITUS, ſurnam'd alfo Veſpaſian, as 
his Father was, liv'd not without 
the publick hatred, and indeed the 
obloguy of the world, while he 
was a private Man and under the Emperor his 
Father ; and yet when it was moſt difficult ,of 
all, being advanc'd to the Empire, whether it 
were the effe& of his exce!lent Humour and ta- 
king Addreſs, (apt to win the favour of the 
People) or merely his good Fortune, he was 
univerſally callVd, The Darling and the Delight of 
Mankind, 
2, He was born the Third of the Calends of « ppg az. 
January, which is December 3oth. in that year ſo Septizo- 
which by the Aſſaſſination of Caizs Caligula was dium and 


render'd remarkable, not far from the * Septizo- pn 
; ; pl 
Strufure erefed by Severus, concerning the form of which the Critichs are 
not agreed. *Ts ſaid to have been ſo high that the top of it might be ſeen by 
thoſe who ſail'd on the Coaſt of Africa, Three rows of Pillars, part of it, re- 
main'd even till the laſt Age; but Pope Sixrus V. pull'd them down, left 
their fall, which was much fear'd, ſhould do miſchief to the Neighbourhood, 


num, 
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zitm, 1n 4 littls dark Room at a ſcurvy Houſe, 
which is yet ſtanding and is ſhew'd to Strangers. 


He was brought up at Court together with, 
Britannicus under the ſame Tutors, and to the | 


ſame Exerciſes. At which time, *tis ſaid, Nar- 
ciſ/zs the Freedman and Favourite of Claudia, 


bringing a Phyſiognomilt to make a Judgement | 


upon the Countenance of Britannicus, he fore- 


cold it poſitively, that as for him he ſhould never 
come to be Emperor, but that Titzs, who ſtood 


by, ſhould attain it. Theſz two were fo inti- 


mate, that *twas thought Titus, who ſate near 


him, taſted of the Poiſonous draught by which 
Britannicus was aiſpatch'd, and was ſick of it 
long after. Of all which he was not forgetful 
afterwards, ſetting up his Statue in Gold in the 
Palace, and dedicating to his Memory another 
of Ivory on Horſe-back, which 1s ſtill born a- 
long in the ſolemn Pomps of the Cirque. 

3. The extraordinary Accompliſhments both 
of his Body and Mind ſoon tore d the notice 
and admiration of all Men, even while he was 
a Boy, which improv'd ſtill as he advanc'd in 
age. Theſe Accompliſhments were, a ſweet 
AtpeR, the Beauty whereof yet was manly and 
fall of Majeſty » a ſtrong Body, though he was 
not very tall, and his Belly was pretty big ; a 
ſingular Memory, and a Wit capable of all the 
Arts either of Peace or War. He underſtood 
a Weapon well, and was an excellent Horlſe- 


man : He was ready not only at the Latin, but 


Greek Tongues; a good Pozt and Orator even 
extempore. Nor Was he 4a ſtranger to Mulick, 
being able to ſing agreeably and wich Skill.” I 
have heard from ſeveral, that he was very in- 


genious at Short-hand, and that he would often 
in 


— — — 


* | oamw {, Ms 


irs 
in jeſt vie with his Secretaries in the imitation 
of Hand-writings, at which he was ſo exac, 


that himſelf would ſay, He conld be a notable for-- 


ger of | Mens Hands. 
4. He ſuſtain'd the Character of Tribune of 


the Militia both in Germany and Britain with 
wondrous applauſe, as. well for his Modeſty as 
his Induſtry, as appears from the many Images 
and Statues ereted, and the Inſcriptions ſet up 
in both thoſe Provinces to his Honour. When 
the War was over, he applied himſelf to the 
Bar, where he practis'd with reputation for his 
ability and integrity, but he was not very dili- 
gent at it. At which time he took to Wite 
Arricidia Tertulla, Daughter to one who was in- 
deed but a Roman Knight, but who had been 
Prefed&t of. the Pretorian Cohorts. She being 
dead, he married Marcia Furnilla of a very. No- 
ble Family, by whom having had a Daughter, 
he divorc'd her. Having: paſs'd the Honou- 
rable Office of Quz/er, he had the command 
of a Legion given him, with which he reduc'd 
Taricheza and Gamala, two conliderable Cities 
of Fudea ; where in one encounter having his 
Horſe killd under him, he ftreight mounted 
another whoſe Rider he flew. 

5. Galba ſoon after ſucceeding'to tne Empire, 
he was ſent by his Father to congratulate him ; 
and all the way he went he was entertain'd as 
if he had gone to the Emperor to be adopted. 
But when he found che publick affairs all again 
thrown into diſorder, he turn'd back again, . 
and going to conſult the Oracle of Venus at Pa-; 
phos, concerning the ſucceſs of his Voyage, he. 
was ſtill confirm'd in his hopes of being once 
Emperor. And it was _ long before it lay = 
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his power to; make himſelf fo; for beingleft to 
pertect the conquelt of 7ades, art thelalt ailaulr 
made upon the City -of Feru{alem, himſelf ha: 
ving kilPd Twelve of the Defendants: with ſo 
many Shafrs, he teok the City upon his Dangh- 


ters Birth-day,. with ſo.much rezoycing and apr 


plauſe from. the Soldiery, that. in their Accla; 
mations.they ſaluted him by the namg of Em- 
peror 5 and when bg. was about to depart the 


Province and leave them, they detain'd him by | 
carneſt requeſts and not without mengces, T bat. 


| he did not ſtay, be'muſt take them along with 
bim. Hence aroſe a Jealouſie, thar he delign'd 
to revolt from his Father, and ſet up an Empire 
for himſelf in the Eaſt, Which Jealouſie was 
{tl increaſed, when viſiting Alexandria, he 
put on a Diadem while he afhiſted at che Cerer 
monies of the God 4px, in which, though he 
acted only according to the conftant cuſtom 
and obſerved Rites, yer there were. not thoſe 
wanting, who interpreted] it to.a wrong Senſe. 
Wheretore haſtening tqwards ly, and having 
reach'd firft Rhegium, and then Puteoli in a Mer- 
chants Ship, he makes with all expedition for 
Rome, where arriving altogether unexpected to 
his Father, he cries out to him, 1 am come, Far 
ther, I am come, as it were refleing upon thoſe 
raſh falſhoods which had been ſpread abroad 

concerning him. | | 
6, After this he always ated as a ſharer in the: 
Empire and as Prote&tor of it. He triumph'd 
together with his Father, and was his Partner in 
tie Office of Cenſor. He was alſo. his Col- 
legue in the Tribuneſhip and in ſeven Conſu- 
laces. He cook an Ranbar the ordering. of al- 
molt all Offices, ufing his Fathers name both in 
| private 
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privats Letters and in publick Edits, and ma- 
king Speeches in the Senate as Queſtor : He al- 
ſo took upon him the dignity of Prefettus 'Pre: 
trii, or Great Maſter of the Imperial Houthold, 
never before. enjoy'd by any but a Roman 
Knight, And theſe Offices he manag'd tyran< 
nically and with much cruelty.; . for' whenever 
he met with one he ſuſpected, he tuborn'd Men 
either in che Camp or Theatre to accuſe him 


and demand him to be puniſh'd, and then }. 


withour more ado he would deliver him up to 
the Executioner. Among ſuch as theſes was 4: 
Cecina, one of Conſular dignity, whom he in- 
rited to Supper, and yet, e're he was well got 
out of the Room, he cauſed him to be afſfatli- 
nated ; the danger of the caſe almoſt requi- 


ring it, he having taken a Writing under his 


own hand containing a form'd Conſpiracy of 
the Sokliery. This method of Adminiſtration, 
though *tis rrue, might ſcem juſtifiable in con- 
templation of future Security, yet d1d it at that 
time contract ſo much hatred to him, that one 
would wonder any Man under fo ill a name 


and fo univerſal a diſlike ſhould ever arrive at 


the Empire. = 
7. Beſides this Cruelty of his; he was alſo 
obnoxious for his Luxury ; for he would fic ap 
tl midnight revelling with the lewdeft of his 
Companions. Nor was his Lechery leſs to be 
confider'd, which was render'd notorious by 
his Gangs of Catamites and Eunuchs; and the 
excef{ive Love he bore to the Queen Berenice, to 
whom, *cwas ſaid, he promiſed Marriage. His 
Extortion too was not unknown ; it being cer- 
tain that in the management of his Fathers Af- 
tairs he wouid frequently take Bribes and fell Ju- 
I:} 5 itices 
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| ſtice. Upon the whole he was generally e- 
16 ſteem'd and talk'd of as another Nero. But | 
this ill report of him turn'd to his advantage, 
and chang'd afterwards into the higheſt praile ; 
when he was found to be guilty of no Vice, 
but on the contrary endow'd with the moſt ex- 
cellent and nobleſt Virtues. 'The Feaſts he 
made were pleaſant, not ſumptuous. He choſe 
ſuch for his Friends, as even the Princes who 
ſacceeded him relied upon and made chief uſe 
of, for their great abilities in the Service of 
themſelves and the Common-wealth. He im- 
mediately diſmiſs'd Berenice from Rome, much 
againſt her will. The fineſt of his Catamites | 
he diſcharg'd, and though ſome of them were | 
| ſo graceful dancers, thac they held the higheſt } 
bi degree in the Theatre, yet he not only denied | 
| to harbour them any longer, but would not ſo. 
much as be one among the publick Spectators | 
of them. He took nothing that was another . 
Mans, and abſtain'd from Rapine as much as a- |} 
ny Prince ever did; nay, he even refuſed to - 
accept the allowable and uſual Preſents; and ' 
yet he came behind none of his Predeceflors |, 
tor Munificence. Having dedicated his Am- 
phitheacre, and with great ſpeed built the Baths 
'Þ hard by it, he preſented the People with moſt 
'Þ ſplendid and ſumptuous Games. He gave them 
1 * ACirque beftde the Show of a Sea-fight in the old ® Naw 
which by achy; where alſo he exhibited Gladiators, 


letting in © : "I 
1 1D and in one day 5000 wild Bcaſts of ſeveral 


made 4a Otrts. 

4 Lake ſo | 

| JP {arge and deep as to admit Ships mann'd with Slaves, who to pleaſe the Spes 
". Gators were toadlt a Sea-fight, wherein many Men were wont to be loſt, See '| 
h2ſore inthe Life of Claudius, $. 21. 
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8. He was naturally a Perſon of great good- 
| neſs, one inſtance of which was, that whereas: 
{ all former Emperors following the Example of 


| Tiberizes, look'd upon all the Privileges given 


and Grants made by their Predeceſlors to be 
void, except themſelves alſo confirm'd the ſame, 
he was the firſt who ratified all ſuch at once by 
a ſingle Edidt, not giving his Subjects ſo much 


as the trouble of petitioning. Whatſoever re- 


queſt was made to him by any Man, it was his 
conſtant practice not to fend the Suitor away 
without hopes. And when ſome of his Cour- 
tiers admoniſh'd him, That he promiſed more than 
he could perform : It is not meer, lays he, that any 
man ſhould depart ſad from the Speech of his Prince. 


| Once being at Supper, and recolleging with 


himſelf, that all that day he had done no kind- 
' nels to any Man, he uttered that memorable 


{. and ever to be commended ſaying, 4b, my 
\ Friends, I have loſt a day. He treated the Peo- 


ple in general on all occaſions with fo great 
courteſje, that when he was abour to exhibit a 
Shew of Fencers, he profeſſed he deſired n:t 
that it ſhould be order*d according to his on fanſie, 
but as the People pleaſed; and 1o it was done, for 


he denied nothing to thoſe who detired ought, A 
was 17e 


. nay he preſs'd Men to ask what they would, Cullin fie 


In the Amphitheatre he ſhew'd himſelt a fa- ;je $5222 


vourer of the * Thraciau way of fighting, and tors cf the 

Publich 
Games to divide into Paqrties, and as the Combatants were differently habited 
and arm'd, they divided their favours ; among whom thoſe who were for the 
Thracian mode (as was Titus) were call'd Palmularii, from | Parma ] the 
Shield they were wont to uſe, and the other Fattions had names accordingly. 
Thus the whoops and hollows of our wreſtling Rings are beſtaw'd with much 
concern by thoſe who eſpouſe the ſide of North and Welt, without an exa 
regard to the ſituation of their native Place, ; 


Ll 3 | | as 
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as fuch he would behave himſelf both with his 
1 | voice and geſture, and wrangle with the Peo- 
ple for that ſide ; preſerving yer the decorum of 
4 5-248 Majeſty and the Rules of * Juſtice. "That he 
Prize, 6c, Might neglect no opportunity -of taking with | 
ts the Per. the Populace, he would now and then admit e- 
ſm why ven mean People into his Baths ar the ſame time 
#7 that he was waſhing himſelf. Some ſtrange and 
fad Accidents happened in his time, as the E- 
ruption of the Mountain Ve/uvizs in Campania ; 
and a diſmal Fire at Reme, which lafted three 
days and-as many nights, beſides a Pettilence 
the like ro which was hardly ever known. A- 
miclft fo many and ſo great Calamities he ated 
| | the part not only of a careful Prince, bur de- 
| | monſtrated the paflionate affection of a Parent 
of his Country, ſometimes affording all the ne- 
ce{fary help he could by wholfom Laws and Or- 
dinances, ſometimes afliſting the diſtreſſed with 
I whar he could ſpare out of his own Treaſury. 
'F Our of the number of Men of Confular dignity 
| he choſe by lot ſome to take care of the Relief of 
Campania; ordering the Goods of thoſe who had 

b=en kilPd near Ve{uwvizs (and who had left no 

Heirs) to be applied to the ſuccour of the ſeveral 

tuffering Towns. By the burning of the City he 

profeſs*'d himſelf to be the only loſer ; ſo chat 

he gave all the Ornaments of his Palaces to the 

reſtoring of the Temples and publick Stuctures, 

+ and. commiltion'd ſeveral of the Equeſtrian Or- 
=_ -- der, to overſee and. haſten the Works, In. order 
to abate the Peſtilence and mitigate the ther 
raging Diltempers,he negleted:nor the applica- 
tion of any means divine or humane,, carrying 
his inquiry through all the modes. of Sacrificing, 
and all manner of Remedies. Among _— 
:"..- "ner 
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ther Miſchiefs of the Tihjes che Suborners and 


| Informets were by an inveterare Licentioufnets 


become none of che leaft, . Some of theſe he 
every day caufed firſt. co be" well whipe and 
drub'd it che Market-place, then to be drag'd 
ctofs the Ammphithearre, arid after all he either 
expoſed them by way of Auaion to the higheſt 


bidder, and fo fold them for Slaves, or elte he 


bamiſffd them to ſome craggy and barfen Iftind. 
And to prevent the like bold Enormities for e- 
ver after, he among other things forbad that a- 
fty ofte 'Caufe ſhould be tried by more than one 


. Law; and enacted thar after fuch a ſtated term 


of years after a Mans deceafe, no farcher Suits 
ſhould be brought by way of enquiry Late his 
Ears. © | 

9. He took upon him the Dignity of Chief 
Pontiff, with this proteftation that he did fo, 
chat che conſideration of his Holy Office migtic 
oblige him to keep his hands clean from Blood ; 
and he was as good as his word, not being afrer 
that ether Actor in or Acceflary to the dearh 
of any Man; chough he had fomerimes occaſions 
etrow offerd to ſtir him up to Revenge ; but he 
would ſwear he had rather periſh himſelf than 
deſtroy another. When two Noblemen of 
Rome were convicted of Treaſon in afpiring to 
the Empire, he only advifed them to lay atide 
their deſigri, for that he faid, 7he Empire was im 
the gift of none but Providence ; if they defired a- 
ny thing: elfe. he promiſed co beſtow it upon 
them: and immediately diſparcch'd Meſſengers to 
the Mother of one of them, who lived far from 
Rome, and who was in great anxiety for him, 


to comfort her with the news that her Son was 


not in danger. . Then he took them kindly co 


LI 4 {up 
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ſup with him, and the next day having on pur- 
poſe plac'd them near him at the ſight of a 
Sword-Play, he handed to them the Weapons of 
the Combarants which were offer'd tohim, that 
they might look upon them and examin them : 
But having calculated both their Nativities, he 
ſaid, Some great Miſchief would happen to 
them, though at another time, and from another 
hand ; and fo it fell out afterwards. His Bro- 
ther, who inceſſantly conſpired againſt him, 
and almoſt avowedly endeavour'd to debauch 
the Soldiery from their Loyalty, contriving to 
make his eſcape by flight, he not only would 
not put him to death, nor ſend him a- 


_ way, nor diminiſh any of the honour he en- 


103d; but continu'd from the firſt day of his 
Reign, to call him his Partner and Succeſſor ; 


ſometimes in private, beſeeching him with earneſt . 


Intreaties, and even Tears, that once at laſt he 
would requite him with the ſame mutual At- 
fection. This being the State of his Aﬀeairs, he 
was ſnatch'd away by death, more to the loſs of 
Mankind than of himſelf. Having finiſh'd the 
Games he preſented, at the concluſion of which 
he wept abundantly before all the People ; he 
retir'd into the Country of the Sabines ſome- 
what melancholy, occaſion'd by the inauſpici- 
ous flight of his Victim out of the hand of the 
Sacrificer, and an unuſual Thunder heard when 
the Sky was clear. At his firſt baiting he was ta- 
ken ill with a Fever, and keeping on his Jour- 


ney. in a Litter, he is ſaid to have put back the - 


Curtains and to have look'd up toward Heaven 
bitterly complaining, That his Life was wrongfully 
taken from bim , for he had been guilty of no A&1- 


on of which be need repent, excepting one. only : 


"Which 


REC A  ———— 
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Which what it was he neither then declar'd 
himſelf, nor could it be eaſily gueſs'd by any 
one elſe. Some are of opinion, that he call'd 
to mind the familiarity which had been be- 
twixt himſelf and his Brothers Wife : But Do- 
mitia {wore poſitively, there was no ſuch thing ; 


. and ſhe would not have denied it if it had been 


true, but rather have gloried in it, which ic 
was uſual for her to do of any kind of Lewd- 


nels. 
Io. He died in the ſame Houſe where his Fa- 


ther did, September 13. after he had reigned 
two years, two months and twenty days, in 


the Forty firſt year of his age. As ſoon as his 
death was publiſh'd, it occaſion'd an univerſal 


Mourning, as if every private Man had receiv*d 
a domeſtick loſs ; the Senators without expet- 
ing a formal Summons ran to the Senate-houſe, 
where firſt keeping the Doors faſt ſhut, and 
then throwing them open, they order'd ſuch 
Praiſes to be given him, and ſuch Honours to 
be heap'd upon him, as never had been done 
while he was alive and when he was preſent. 
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TITUS FLAVIUS DOMITIANUS. 


_—_—— 


Done into Engliſh by N. S. Gent. 


Omitiau was born the Ninth of the 
Calends of Nowember, or the 4th. 
of Ofober, at what time his Father 

was Conful Elec (as being to enter 

upon that high Dignity the next Month) in 
the ſixth Region of the City, in. the Pomegra- 


net Street, aud in the Houſe, which afterwards 


he converted into a Temple in Honour of the 
Flavian Family. He is reported to have ſpent 
his Youth, and the firſt years of his Adoleſcency 
in ſo much want and Infamy, that he had not 
ſo much as one piece of Plate to ſhew in his 
Houſe. And this is certain that Claudizs Pollio, 
of Prextorian Quality, againſt whom Nero 
wrote a Satyr, which he entitl'd Lucio, kept 
a Note which he had under Domit1iar's Hand,and 
upon occaſion produc'd it, wherein the young 
Man had promis'd him a Nights lodging at any 
time. And ſome there were who aftirm'd, _ 

IG 
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he proſtituted his Body to Nerva who ſucceed- 
ed him. During the Vielhan War he fled into 
the Capitol with his Uncle Sabinzs, and part of 
the Forces which they had about ther. But 
the Enemy breaking in by force, and the Tem- 
ple being on fire, he conceal'd himſelf that night 
with the Sexton; and the next Morning being 
diſpuisd in the habit of one of the Prieſts of 
Tis, among the jugling Impoſtors that attend 
upon that vain Superſtition, he conveigh'd him- 
ſelf with only one Companion to a Houſe 
where the Mother of one of his School-fellows 
livd, and there hid himſelf ſo cloſe, that tho? 
they who purſu'd him trac'd him by his very 
Foot-ſteps,: they could nof find him. But after 
the Victory he again appear'd, and being 1a- 
luted with the Title of Ce&SAR, he took up- 
on him the Honour of City Pretor with Con- 
ſular Power, though titular only ; for he trans- 
ferr'd his Juriſdiction to his next Collegue. 
Nevertheleſs he made uſe of that Authority 
which he had, with ſo much licentiouſneſs and vi- 
olence, that then he plainly diſcover'd what he 
would be hereafter. Not to make a particular 
relation of his Miſdemeanors, after he had made 
2 familiar tryal of the Wives of ſcveral Perſons, 
at length he pitch'd upon Demitia Longina, then 
marry'd ta «#lims Lamia, and took her to; his 
Bed, atter he had taken her away by farce 
from her Husband ; and in one day he diſpos'd 
of a above Twenty Offices in the City and 
Provinces; Veſpaſian at the ſame time being of- 
ten heard to ſay, that he wonder'd, He djd not 
ſend him a Succeſſor among the reſt. Fs, 
2.He alfo undertook two Expeditions; oneinto 
Gallia,and another into both Germanics ; nexher 
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_ ! be ſent. And finding that War compog'd, he 
| follicited with great Gifts and Promiſes other xperyrs 


Domis1ianus. 


of them neceſſary ; and though diſlwaded from 
them by all his Father'sFriends;only that he might 
equal his Brother in Fame and great Atchieve- 
ments. For theſe things being ſeverely reproy'd, 
to the end he might be the more eaſily recall'd to 
the conſideration of his age and former Conditi- 
on,he was lodg'd alone in his Fathers Houſe. And 
25 often as they went abroad,he tollow'd both his 


$2: 
$25 


| Father's and his Brother's Chairina Litter ; and 


accompany'd them mounted upon a white 
Horſe when they triumph'd over the Jews. Of 
ſx Conſulſhips he bore but one that might be 
call'd an * ordinary Conſulſhip, and that by * That to 


{ the ſuffrage and reſignment of his Brother, /a, he en- 
He pretended wonderfully to Modeſty, and **7 © po 
| highly affected Poetry, and recited his Verſes 


ry Conſul- 
G : ip at the 
in arch A ſtudy.to which as he was unac- beginning of 
cultom*d before, ſo was it afterwards as much the year 


| rejected and difpis'd by him. But for all that, ©n*#eldir. 


F ; , . 
when Velogeſus, the King of the Parthians, de- "og 


manded Succours againlit the 4lan;, and one of ;he greateſt 
Veſpaſian's Sons to be their Leader, he Jabour'd Honour 3 


with all the induſtry imaginable that he might for that the 
year 7n the 


time of the 


Kings of the Eaſf, to deſire: the ſame favours. was givid- 


! After the death of his Father, heſitating a long e into ſe- 


veral Con- 


| time, whether he ſhould, give a double Dona- ſulſhips. 


tive to his Soldiers, he never ſcrupl'd at length 
to declare by way of Proteſt, That he 2vas left a 
Pariner in the Empire, but that there was a fraud 
put upon bis Fathers Will. Nor did he after that 


{ torbear either open or clandeſtin Contrivances 
| to deſtroy his Brother ; till at length ſeeing him 
' # fo ſick thar he could not eſcape, he com- 
'. manded all his Attendants to leaye him, be- 


fore 
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fore he was dead: and after his deceaſe, not 
vouchſating him any other then the Honour oi 
Conſecration, he would often revile his Memory 
both in refletive Orations, 2nd reproachful 
Edicts. 

3. At the beginning of his Reign, he had a 
cuſtom of keeping one hour every day private 
co himſelf; and then all his Employment was 


to catch flyes, and ſtick them through the Bodies. 


with a ſharp Bodkin. So that it was wittily an- 
{wer'd.by Vibins Criſpms ; who to one that ask'd 
him, IF there as any Body with the Emperor in 
hz Cloſet, reply'd, No, not ſo much as a Fly. At- 


ter this, though in his ſecond Conſulſhip he had 


had a Son by his Wife Demis, and the next. 
_ year had ſaluted her wich the Title of Auguſta, 


yet he divorc'd her, as one that was paſſionate- 
Iy in love with one Parz a Stage-player : but in 


a ſhoit time after, impatient of the ſeparation, 


he took her home again, pretending the impor- 
tunate defire of the People for his ſo doing. In 


the Adminiſtration of the Empire he was at firſt 


very uncertain for ſome time; yet with an e- 
qual mixture of Vice and Virtue,till his Vices pre- 


 vaiPd above his Virtues ; as far as we may Ccon- 


jecture, contrary to his natural Diſpofition, Ra- 
pacious for want, and Cruel out of tear. 


4. The Spectacles and Shews which he exhi- | 


bited were Magnificent and frequent, not only 
in the Amphitheatre, but alſo in the Circ. 
Where beſides the ſolemn Races of Chariots 


with two and four Wheels, he preſented the. 


People with two Land-fights; the one between 


Infantry and Infantry ; the other between Ca- | 
valry and Cavalry, as alſo with one Sza-engage- | 
ment in the Amphitheatre. For his Chaces 


and 
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not and Gladiatory Combats he ſhew'd in the night 
Ar oj | :ime by Torch-light ; and not only Male Con- 
nory teſts, but Female Bickerings alſo. Likewiſe at 
-bfi} | the Queſtors Shews (which being diſcontinu*d 
| for ſome time, he reviv'd again) he was ſo ſedu- 

ad a  louſly preſent, that he gave the People leave to 
vate demand two couple of his Gladiators out of his 
own number, which were always brought in 

. laſt of all in the Court Liveries. And at all 
times that he was preſent at any of theſe Gla- 
diators Combats, there ſtood a Dwarf at his 

| Feet, clad in Scarlet, with a ſmall Head, ſinall 
even to a Miracle, to whom he rtalk'd very of- 
11d | ten, and ſometimes about ſerious bufineſs. In- 
' ſomuch that one time he was over-heard to ask 


ext 
fa, his Advice, Whether he knew the reaſon why he in- 
ite- tended to make Metius Rufus Governour of X- 
rin gypt, the next Promotion, and what he thought of 
on, hs deſign. He repreſented his Sea-fights with 
or- Tfach a number of Veſlels as neer amounted to a 
In | formal Navy, having for that purpoſe made a 
rſt | vaſt Lake neer the River Tiber, and built up 
 e- | Scaffolds round about it, where he would fit to 
re- | behold the end of the Fight, though it rain'd 


| never ſo faſt, He was alſo at the .charges of 
SR | ſecular Plays, computing the time not from the 

| year that Claudine laſt expos'd them, bur from 
1i- | the year that Auguſtzs firlt renew*d chem. And 
| among the reſt, on the day of the Circenſian 
Games, to the end the hunder'd Races might 
ts | be the more eaſily perform'd, he contradt:d e- 
1. | very Race from ” Kam to five Spaces, or Stages. 
n  Healſo Inſtictuted in Honour of Fupiter Capiro- 
1- | line, a Threefo!d Tryal of Skill, every five 
2- |. years, for Muſick, Horſe-racing, and Wreſtling ; 
25 | and Crowns in a greater number than at this 
d \ em day. 
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day. Beſides theſe, he had his Conteſts and 
Diſputations in Greek and Latin Proſe. And 
beſides his uſual Harpers, he had his Lutiniſts 
that play'd in Parts, and his Theorbonitſts that 
play'd to Treble Voices : and his Virgins that 
run Races in the Stadium, or Foot-Race. He 


preſided at the Solemnities in his Pantofles, 


clad in a ſhort Purple German Cloak, with a 
Crown upon his Head, adorn'd with the Ima- 
ges of Tupiter, Funo,and Minerva ; the Priefts of 
OT wpiter, and the College of the Flavial Prieſts 
Icting by him in the ſame Habit ; only that his 
own Image was added to their Coronets. He 
alſoſolemniz'd every year Feaſts call'd the Q#in- 
quatria dedicated to Minerva, to whom he allo 
Conſecrated a College, out of which they who 
were drawn by Lot to officiate as Governours 
and Chiet Officers, were oblig'd to gratifie the 
maltitude with Chaces and Stage-plays, as allo 
with Conteſts and Tryals of Art betwen Ora- 
tors and Poets. "Thrice he gave a Largels to 
the People of Three hunder'd Pieces of Money ; 
and during the Gladiatory Shew a moſt plenti- 
ful Fealt. Upon the Feltival of the Sever Hills, 
after he had prefenced the Senators and Gentle- 


_ men more capacious Pamiers, he caus'd little 


© +: Baskets of Meat to be diſtribured- among the 
EE Mwetticude, and was the firſt that fell too to en- 


courage the reſt; and the next day he threw a- 


botit great numbers of Toys of all forts; and. 


becauſe the greateft parc fell among the Peo- 
ple, he commanded Fifty Tickets to be given 
to the ſeveral Benches of the Equeſtrian and Se- 
naturian Order. T | 
5. Many noble Fabricks that had been con- 
fund by Fire he repair'd at his own _ 
ro | | an 
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and among the reſt the Capitol, which had 
been a third time fird at the death of Veſpaſt- 
ay : Bur all-in his own name, not ſuffering a- 
ny mention to be made of the Primitive Foun- 
der. He alto erected a new Chappel in the 
Capitol to Guardian Fupiter, and a Hall of Ju- 


| tice which now bears the Name of Nerva. He 


alſo built a Temple to the Flawvian Family, 
made a new Stadium for Foot-races, a Mufick 
Room, and a place for Sea-fights. The Stones 
of which were afterwards made uſe of to re- 
pair the bigger Circ ; two lides of which 
had been terribly ruin'd by a publick Confla- 
oration. 

6. His Warlike Expeditions he undertook 
partly of his own accord z partly upon compul- 
ſion. Of his own accord, againſt the Cart; ; by 
compulſion, againſt the Sarmatians, who had 
cut off 2 whole Legion, together with the Le- 
gate. Two againit the Dac; the firſt upon 
the overthrow of Appizrs Sabinzxs, a Perſon of 


Conſular Dignity ; the fecond, aiter the ſlaugh- 


ter of Cornelizs Fuſcxzs, Colonel of the Pratorian 
Cohorts, to whom he had committed the Con- 
duk of War. Over the Catt; and the Dacz, 
after ſeveral Battels with various Fortune, he 
triumph'd twice ; but tor his Conqueſt of the 
Sarmatians, he had only the Honour to ofter a 


Taurel Wreath to Jupiter Capitolinus. As for 
| the Civil War which was begun by L. dntonings, 
F Preſident of the upper Germany, he made a 
| Ipeedly end of it, by wonderful good Fortune, 
| and in his abſence. For that as his Forces were 


ready to give Battel! to Anton, the Rhine 0: 
verflowing of a ſudden, ftopp'd the Barbarian 
Forces from crofling over to his Afiftance. Of 
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which Vidtory he had the firlt intelligence by] 
Preſages, before the Meſſengers arriv'd. For 
that the ſame day the Battel was fought, a love 
ly Eagle having expanded her Wings over his 
Statue at Rome, ſent forth continu'd cryes of Joy 
for a good while together ; and ſoon after the 
report was ſo rife, that Antonizs was ſlain, that 
many People affirm'd they ſaw his Head 
brought to the City. 

7. Many things he alter'd alſo in the Cuſtoms 
common at that time. For he took. away the 
publick Baskets, and reduc'd them to the old 
Cuſtom of Noble Suppers. To he tour An 
cient Parties in the Circenſian Games he added 
ewo more, and gave them Gold and Purple Li 
veries. He forbid the Comcaedians to Act upon the 
Stage, but allow'd them liberty to exerciſe their 
Faculty in private Houſes. He forbid the geld- 
ing of Male Children. But as for thoſe Chil- 
dren thar were gelt already, and in the Hands 
of the Slave-ſellers, he brought down the price 
of them. Obſerving alſo a great plenty of 
Wine, bur a great ſcarcity of Corn, and con- 
cluding thence that Tillage was neglected, be- 
cauſe the People made more of their Vine 
yards; He order*d all over Italy, that no Man 
ſhould plant new Vinyards; and that in the 
Provinces the Vinyards ſhould be cut down, or : 
at moſt but a Moicy left ſtanding ; but he quick: 
ly grew weary of the Execution of this De- 
Cree. Some of the greateſt Offices he ſhar'd 
between his enfranchiz'd Bond-men and the 
Gentlemen of Rewe. He forbad the Legions 
to double their Camp ; nor would he ſuffer a- 
ny Soldier to depoſit above a Thouſand Seſter- 


ces under the cuſtody of his Colours. In re- 


gard 


O_ 
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oard that Lucins Antonivs deſigning a Revolt 
in the Winter Quarters of two Legions, feem'd 
to have grounded his Confidence upon the 
Sums in that manner depoſited. He alſo en- 


'| creas'd the Soldiers Pay of three Crowns 1n 


Gold, to four Crowns in Gold, a Month. 

8, In the Adminiſtration of Juſtice he was 
yery diligent and induſtrious. And for the 
moſt part cancelPd the partial Sentences of the 
Centumwvirs, ſitting himſelf extrajudicially in 
Court before the "Tribunal ; and often admo- 
niſh*d the Recoverers, that they ſhould not ſuffer 
themſelves to be over-rul'd by the perfunctory 
Afſertions of Men that ſu'd for their Freedoms, 


| againſt the Right of their Maſters. He alſo 


branded with Ignominy ſuch Judges, with their 


'| Affiltants, as ſuffer'd themſelves co be corrupted. 


by Bribery. To which purpoſe he encourag'd 
the Tribunes of the People to accuſe a ſordid 


'| Edile of Extortion, and to demand Judges out 
'| of the Senate to fit upon ' him. 


And he took 


ſuch care to reſtrain the Violences of the City 
Magiſtrates, and Governours of Provinces, that 
they were never more Modeſt, or Juſter then 
during his Reign; though after his death, we 
have ſeen molt of them Guilty, and Convict- 
ed of all manner of Enormities. Having ta« 
ken upon him the correction and regulation of 
Manners, he reformi'd the liberty of ſitting pro- 
miſcuouſly witch the Gentry upon the Stage ; and 


 ſuppreſs*d all manner of Libels and Paſquils, 


tending to the defamation of Perſons of Quali- 


ty, whether Men or Women, not without difs 


grace and ignominy to the Authors, He put a 
Perſon that had been Qz##for or Treaſurer ue 
of the Senate, becauſe he was too much addic- 
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ed to Mimicry and Dancing. To Women of 
ill Fame he deny'd the uſe of Litters, and the 
Privilege of enjoying Legacies and Inheritan- 
ces. He fſtrook a Roman Knight out of the Liſt 
of the Judges, for receiving his Wife again, af. 
ter he had divorc'd her for Adultery. He alſo | 
bt \, puniſh'd ſeveral of both Orders by the * S:a- 
| dap tinian Law. The Inceſts of the Veſtal Virgins, 
was made Not taken notice of either by his Father or his 
to puniſh Brother, he reſtrain'd by various and fevere 
the Tribune Puniſhments. For the firſt Offence he order'd 
Scatinius, Capical Puniſhment; for the ſecond, he con- 
| * pg demn'd them to fufter according to the ancient 
Sm of Cuſtom. For having given free liberty to the 
Marcellus. Sifters of Oce//as, and to Veronilla likewiſe to 
7 Law make choice of what death they would dye, and 
pan oy having baniſh'd their Debauchers ; ſoon after 
Male #n. he commanded Cornelia, the chief of all the Ve- 
chaſtity, by tals formerly pardon'd, but a long time after- 
laying a wards accus'd and convicted for the fame Of: 
TP "a 7 fence again, to be buried alive; and the Per- 
x Woad {ons that had defiPd her to be whipp'd to death 
" © In the publick Place for the Eledtion of Magi- 
ſtrates. One Perſon only, who had been Prxe- 
ror, in regard the Evidence was dubious, and 
for that they had forc'd him by Racks and Tor- 
tures to accule himſelf, he ſent into Baniſhment. 
And that no Man might violate, aunpuniſh'd, 
the worſhip of the Gods, he caus'd his Soldiers | 
to pull down a Monument which one of his Þ' 
enfranchis'd Bond- men had built for his Son, of 
the Stones detign'd for the Temple of Fupiter 
Capitolinzs ; and order'd the Bones and Re- 

licks which were init, to be caſt into the Sea. 
9. At the beginning of his Reign he ab- 
 horrdall manner of Cruelty and ay 
enact 
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that degree, that remembring the Verſe in 
Virgil, 


| Impia quam Cxſis gens elt epulata juvencis. 


Defore the wicked People firſt began 
To banquet on the Blood of Heifers ſlain. 


He had defign'd to publiſh an Edit, That no 
Oxen ſhiuld be ſacrificed, While he was a pri- 
vate Perſon, and tor ſome time while he was a 
Prince. v2 did not give the leaſt fuſpition of 
Pariin +v or Covetouſnetsz but rather on the 
contra: v», he diſcover'd ampler Teſtimonies of 
his Liberaticy than of any Gripple Humour. 
And as he was extreamly bountiful to all that 
were about him, ſo there was nothing that he 
inculcated more irequently or with greater fer- 
vency into their minds, than to avoid penurious 
and ſordid Baſeneſs. And therefore he never 


would accept of Inheritances that were lefe 
him by fuch as had Children. He likewiſe 


made void the Will of Roſcizes Czpio, wherein ' 


he had provided, That his Heir ſhould once a 
year diſtribute a certain Sum of Money to the Sena- 
tors as they enter d the Senate. Such as had been 
profecuted in his Exchequer for the laſt five 
years, and had their Cauſes ſtill depending, he 
abſolutely diſcharg'd from any farther trouble ; 


533 


nor would he ſutter any new Proſecution, till 


after the year was out, and upon this Conditi- 
on, that if the Proſecutor faild to make out 
his Accufſation, he ſhould be baniſh*d. For what 
was paſt, he alſo pardon'd the Quzſtors Clerks 
and Notaries, tor trading contrary to the Cloud; 
an Law, The ſeparate Lands, which remain'd 
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here and there after the Diviſions made among 
the Veterane Soldiers, he reſtor'd to the ancient 
Owners, as claim'd by Prefcription. Falſe Ac- 
cuſations in his Chequer he ſuppreſs'd, not 
without ſevere Puniſhment of the Informers. 
Upon which this ſaying of his goes currant a- 
broad, THAT PRINCE WHO DOES 
NOT PUNISH INFORMERS, PROVOKES 
THEM TO INFORM. 

10. But long he did not perſiſt in this ſame 


Courſe either of Clemency or Moderation; 


* Or Taker 
of rhe 


Thracian's 
_ part, 


and yet he deviated ſomewhat ſooner to Cruel- 
ty than to Avarice. He put to death a Schol- 
lar of Pars the Pantomimick, at that time not 
above thirteen years of Age, and lying ſick, 
becauſe he reſembl'd his Maſter both ' in Fea- 
tures and Action. Hermogenes of Tarſws had 
the ſame fate, for certain figurative Speeches in 
his Hiſtory, which he look*d upon as Reflecti- 
ons upon himſelf; and befides that,he caus'd the 
Amanuenſis that tranſcrib'd it to be Crucif'd. A 
certain Maſter of a Family, for only ſaying, 
That the Thracian Gladiator would be hard enough 
for the Mirmillonian, but not for the Mater of 
the Shew, he caus'd to be pulPd down from 
his Seat, and thrown upon the Stage to the 
Dogs with this Inſcription, The * PARMU- 
LARIAN FOR IMPIOUS WORDS. He 
put to death ſeveral Senators, of which num- 
ber ſome there were who had been Conſuls. 
Among the reſt C:wiczs Cerealz in his very Pro- 
conſulſhip of 4/2 ; and Salvidienums Orfitzs, and 
Acilius Glabrio 1n the places of their Exilement, 
as Confpirators againſt his Life and Govern- 
ment ; the reſt upon very flight and frivolous 


pretences. e£1izs Lamia particularly for cer- 
| tain 
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tain ſuſpitious Jeaſts, which nevertheleſs were 
both old and innocent ; but chiefly, for that after 
Domitian had taken his Wife away from him,and 
yet at another time commended his * ar much unlike the 


[ Voice, he made only this reply, * Hewu French Proverb Tel 
| taceo, Alas, I hold my Tongue. And 


chante,chi n'a joye. He 
: ſings that has no cauſe to 
becauſe that at another time, when fog» iolmacring” the 


Titus encourag'd Elixs to marry Thy he ſung he ſaid no- 
again, he made the Prince this An- thing of the main grief 


{wer, that lay at his heart. 
My 3) oVjaunont SEAESS 
Haſt thou a mind to marry too ? f That 1s 
FRO F to ſay, Haſt 


: thou a mind 
Salvins Ceceianns he put to death, becauſe he ,, ,,p. . 


folemniz'd the Birth-day of his Uncle Orho way my 
the Emperor ; Metins Pomponianm, becauſe he Wife as 
was commonly reported to be born under an Noir 
Imperial Conſtellation, and becauſe he car- *** 
ry'd about him a Map of the World drawn in 
Parchment, together with the Speeches of ſe- 

veral Kings and Captains taken out of Livy ; 

and becauſe he gave his Servants the Names 

of Mago and Hannibal : Saluſtins Lucullus his 
Leiutenant Ceneral in Britain, becauſe he or- 

der'd certain Lances of a new Invention and 

form to be call'd Lucullea's, after his own Name, 

Funias Ruſticies, becauſe he had publiſh'd the 
Praiſes of Patzre Thracea and Helvidins Priſcus, 

and had given them the Title of 1Mof# Holy 

Men. Upon occaſion of which offence he ba- 

niſh'd all the Philoſophers our of the Ciry and 

all aly. Helvidins the Son he alſo put to death 
becauſe that in a Prologue to a Comedy, un- 


der the Perſons of Paris and Oenone, he had re- 


fleed upon the Divorce of his Wife : Flawins 
Sabin, 
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Sabinigs, one of his Uncles Sons, becauſe that 
being deſign'd Conſul upon the day of Conſu- 
lar Elections, the Cryer inſtead of Proclaim- 
ing him Conſul, to the People, pronounc'd 
him Emperor. But ſometime aiter his Vitory in 
the Civil War growing ftill more Cruel, ha- 
ving diſcover'd the greateſt part of the contra- 
ry Faction by the Confeftions of the Guilty, 
and making uſe of a new invented Rack, he 
tormented them by putting Fire to their Privy 
Parts, and cutting off the Hands of others. 
And certain itis, that he only pardon'd two that 
were of any Eminent Quality,the one a Tribune 
of Senatorianu Order, and the other a Centurion ; 
who that they might the more eaſily convince 
him of their Innocence, made it appear by 
Proof that they had proſtituted their Bodies, 
and therefore could have no Intereſt either with 
the Captain or with the Army. 

Ii. Nor was his Cruelty only exceflive and 
exorbirant, but cunning, unexpected and by 
furprize. Fhus the day before .he Crucifi'd 
one of his, Caſh-keepers, he ſent tor him into 
his Bed-chamber, compelFd him to fit down 
upon the {ide of his Bcd, diſmis'd him fecure 
and chearful, and ſent him a Diſh of Meat 
trom his Table at Supper. In like manner ha- 
ving a delign to condemn Aretinns Clemens, 
who had been Conſul, and was one of his fa- 


miliar Favorites and Emillaries, he ſhew'd him Þ 


the fame or greater favour than before, till at 
Laft, as he rode in the ſame Litter with him, e- 
{pying his Accuſer, 7/t thou, ſaid he, that we 
hall bear to morrow what this wicked Varlet can 
ſay? And that he might abuſe the Patience of 
Men with more Contempt, | he never pro- 
nounc'd any Mortal Sentence without a Pre- 

amble 
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amble full of Clemency. So that there was no 
ſurer ſign of a fatal Ending, than a mild and 
gentle Beginning. He had brought ſome Per- 
ſons that were impeach'd of Treaſon into 
Court; and having given it out before, That he 
would trye that day how dear be was to the Senate, 
he eaſily obtain'd a Sentence that they ſhould 
be puniſh'd according to the manner of the 
| Ancients; but then, as if he had been terrifi'd 
| With the dreadfulneſs, and inhumanity of the 
| Puniſhment, to throw off the Envy from him- 
ſelf, he interceded for the condemn'd Offen- 
ders in theſe words, Permit me, Conſcript Fa- 
| thers, I beſeech ye, to requeſt from your Pitty and 
Compaſſron, though I know 1 ſhall with difficulty ob- 
tain it,that you would indulge the Condemn'd ſo far, 
that they may have the free choice whar death they 
will dye. For by ſo doing you will be * kind to your « Which 
own Eyes, and all Men will underſtand that I was wit we 
preſent in the Senate. then be 
I2. Having exhauſted his Treaſury by his !errif'd 
extravagant Buildings, and his Exhibitions of _ 9-4 lt 
publick Shews, and his advancement of the , Fg 
Soldiers Pay ; for the eaſe of his Military Ex- $pe&acle. 
pences he attempted to reduce the number of his 
Soldiers. But conſidering thac ſuch a reduce- 
ment would but lay him open to the Invalions 
of the Barbarians, and that nevertheleſs, he 
4 ſhould not be able to cope with all the Neceffi- 
T ties of the Empire, he abandon'd himſelf to all 
| manner of Spoile and Rapine. The Goods and 
Eſtates of the Living and the Dead were rak'd 
together without any Conlideration who was 
5 the Acculer, or what was the Crime. It was 
enough to obje& that any thing was aid or 


| gone againſt the Majeſty of the Prince. In- 
__ | hericances 


* So the 


Pallats 


avoided the Impotfitions. 
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heritances the moſt remote were confiſcated, 
were there but any ons that would come in and 
ſay, that he had heard the Party deceas'd in 
his Life cime declare, That Czſiar ſhould be hs 
Heir. Among The reſt, the Tribute of the 
Jews was exacted moſt ſeverely; not only 
from ſuch as being Jews profels'd, paid for the 
exerciſe of cheir Religion in the City, but alſo 
from thoſe who concealing their Original, had 
And I remember, 
when I was but a Youth that T was preſent my 
felf, at what time an old Man was ſearch'd, 


in a full Aſſembly of People, whether he were 


Circumcis d or no. 

1.3. From his Youth uncivil and diſobliging ; 
yet full of Confidence and Preſumption, and 
immoderate in his Words and Actions. When 
Cenis, his Father's Concubine, return'd out of 
Ifria, and ofter*'d him her Lip, as ſhe was wont 
to do, he gave her his Hand. Being offended 
that his Brothers Son-in-Law had his Servants 
in white Coats to attend him at Table after the 
Imperial manner, he cry'd our 
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In one place more Kings than one 
Is a miſchief too well known, 


Having obtain'd the Empire, he made his boaſts 
in the Senace, That he had given the Empire to 
his Father and his Brother, and that they had 
reſtor'd it to him again. Nor did he ſcruple, 


þ were call4 when he took his Wife home again after he had 
upon which divorc'd her, to give it out, That he had re- 


the Images o41l'd her to his Sacred * Pulvinar. 
of the God's 


were laid, 


And it 


pleas'd him to hear the Acclamations of the 


Theatre 
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Theatre upon a Feaſting day, AI happineſs to 
our Lord and Lady. Being preſent at the Try- 
als of Skill inſtituted in Honour of Fupiter Ca- 

itolinzs, when all the People unanimouſly be- 
ſought him to reſtore Palfurions Sura, who had 
been put out ofthe Senate; but then the Perſon 

who had won the Prize from all the reſt of the 
Orators, not vouchſafing them any anſwer, he - 
commanded tilence by the voice of the Cryer. 

With the ſame Arrogance when he was dicta- 

ting a Letter of Courſe in the name of one 
| of his Procurators he began thus, Dominus ac 
1 Deus noſter fic fieri jubet, Our Lord and God 
| commands it ſo to be done. Whence it was af 
| terwards ordain'd, that he ſhould be callPd no o- 
therwiſe either in words or in writing. He would 

not permit any Statues to be plac'd for him in 

the Capicol, unleſs they were of Gold or Silver 

and of a certain weight. He ere&ed 1o many 

Gates and ſo many Triumphal Arches in all 

the Quarters of the City, adorn'd with Cha- 

riots and four Horſes, and all the Enſigns of 
Triumph, that upon one of them there was 

written in Greek, * 'APK EI, He undertook thes ,;. que. 
Conſulſhip ſeventeen times ; which was more gent ; 
than ever any one did before him. Of which the bur the 
ſeven in the middle he executed ſucceſfively ; all 7eft bes in 
the reſt only titularly ; none beyond the Ca- Aki, and 
lends of A4ay, ſeveral no longer than the Ides of ***: 
Fanuary. After two Triumphs, having afſum*d 

the Name of Germanicus, he order'd the Months 

of September and Ofober, to be calld Germani- 

cus and Domitian after his own names, becauſe 

that in the one he ſucceeded to the Empire, in 


the other he was born. 


14. By 
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14. By means of theſe Inhumanities being 
become odious and dreadful to all men, he fell 
at length under the Confpiracies of his moſt 
intimate Friends and Bond-men, with whom 
his Wife was alſo engag'd. He had along time 
before a deep Apprehenfion of the laſt year 
and day of his Lite, nay of the very Hour and 
Manner of his death. For the Chaldeans had 
foretold him all theſe things when he was a 
Youth. His Father alſo one time obſerving 
that at Supper he would eat no Muſhromes, 
laught at him, as ignorant of his Deſtiny, for 
being ſo idle as to fear Champignons rather than 
the Sword. For which reaſon always fearful 
and anxious, the leaſt ſaipitions mov*d him to 
Exorbitant determinations. So that he was 
thought to have ſuipended the Edict for cutting 
down the Vines, but only becauſe certain Li- 

; bebs were ſcatter'd about with theſe Verſes, 
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Thouph thou (hould}f eat me to the Root. 
4 ſj: 5 
Yet will I. peat Juſſectent fruit, 

To power upon the Victims Head, 
hen Caiar's to the Altar led. 


The ſame fear made him refuſe an Honour of 

a new Invention which the Senate had con- 

triv'd and offer'd him; though otherwiſe no 

Man was more Covetous and Ambitious of 

thoſe Vanities, For it was decreed, That as oft 

as be took upon bim the Office of the Conſulſhip, the 

; Gentlemen of Rome, as often as their Lots fell, 
ſhould walk before him in their Purple Embroider'd 

Gowns 
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Gowns (call'd Trabex) with their Military Lan- 
ces in their Hands among the Serjeants and Catch- 
poles. And the time of his ſuſpected danger 


| drawing neer, waxing every day more f>allici- 
+ tous' than other, he caus'd the Walls of the 


Galleries to be lin'd with the Stone Phengitz, 
which repreſented the Images of things like a 
Mirrour ; by the ſplendor of which he could 
ſee what was done behind him. Nor would 
he ſuffer any Criminal to be brought before 
him, but when he was private and all alone ; 
nor would he hear their Pleas, but when he 
had their Chains in their hands. And that he 
might perſwade his Servants, that the Murder 
of a Patron was not to be attempted, how 
| ſpecious fſoever the pretence might be; he con- 
demn'd his Secretary Epaphroditus to be put to 
death, becauſe that after Nero was forſaken by 
all the World, he was ſaid to have afliſted him 
with his hand to cut his own Threat. 

15. Laſtly, though Flawvius Clemens was his 
Coulin German ; though he had openly de- 
fign'd his Sons, as then but very young, to ſuc- 
ceed him in the Empire ;- and to that purpoſe 
after he had alter'd their own names, causd 
- the one to be calPd Yeſpaſiar and the other Do- 
mitian ; and though he knew the Father. to be 


4þ a Perſon of thar egregious ſloth that he could 
F do him no prejudice ; yet of a ſudden, and be- 


* fore he was well out of his Conſulſhip upon the 
moſt  groundleſs ſuipition imaginable, he or- 
der'd him. to be put to death. The perpetrati- 


4 onof which Murder haiten'd his Ruin. For 


eight Months together there happen'd ſuch 
continual Thunder and Lightning, that when 
they brought him-the Relations of the ay 

; | ONE 
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done in ſeveral Places, he cry*d out, Feriat jam 
quem wvolet. Now let it ſtrike whom ere it plea- 
ſes. The Capitol was fird from Heaven, 
and the Temple of the Flavia» Family; F 
allo the Palatizve Palace and his own Bed & 
Chamber. The Inſcription likewiſe being 
ſwept away from the Baſis of his Triumphal 
Statue by the violence of a ſtorm fell into the | 
next Monument. The Tree, which when Ve- 
ſpaſian was but a private Perſon, fell down, 
and ſtood up again in its place, now fell down a 
_ Tecond time. The Oracle of Fortune at Preneſte, 
chat all along during the whole Courſe of his 
Reign ſtill wiſh'd him a happy New-year, and 
was always accuſtom'd to promiſe him good 
luck, foretold nothing but ſadneſs now, not 
without ſome intimations of a Maſſacre. He 
dreamt alſo that Minerva, whont he ador'd even 
to ſuperitition, had withdrawn her ſelf from 
the Chappel which he had conſecrated to 
her; aſſuring him withal that ſhe could no lon- 
ger prote& him, becauſe Feupiter had difarm'd 
her. But nothing appall'd him ſo much as the 
an{wer and diſaſter of Afcletario the Mathema- 
tician: For he being accus'd, and not denying 
but that he had publiſ'd what he foreſaw by his 
Art, was ask'd by the Emperor what Deſtiny 
he thought attended himſelt? ro which when he , 
made anſwer, That he ſhould be torn in peices by 
Dogs, Domitian caus'd him to be put to deat 
without delay ; and to convince the World of 
the folly of his Predi&tion, order'd him to be |. 
bury'd with all the care imaginable. Which þ- 
while they were doing according to his Com- } 
mands, it happend that a ſudden Tempeſt 


roſe, which having thrown down the —_ 
Ile, 
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Pile, the Dogs came and eat up the Carkaſs 
half burnt. And this was told him as he late 
at Supper by Latinus the Mimick, who having 


. Þ obſerv'd the Accident as he paſt by, brought it 


| ing the Blood to trickle down, 4nd 
' would this were all, he cry*d. Then en- ſyer eſcaped, and was 
4, quiring what a Clockit was,they told by Nerva rewarded 


+ to his uſual 
F what time Partbemias, chief Gentleman of his 
| Bed-chamber, took hitn aſide, pretending -he 
þ had got a Perſon in the Chamber who had 


4 in among the reſt of the remarkable Paſſages of 
# that day. 


16. The day before he was kilPd, after he 
had commanded a' Diſh of Muſhromes to be 
ſet v7 till the morrow, he added, If it be permit- 
ted rs to uſe them. And then turning to thole , PRE 
that ſtood next him, he affirm'd, That the next hn 
day the * Moon would beſmear her ſelf with blood Mom being 
in .iquarius. And that ſomething would be to enter in- 


- perpetrated that would: give the whole World 7? 4quart-. 


PREY EF + 1 #5, the 
4n occalicn of diſcourſe. But about the mid an” te 


| dle of the nigat he was ſo terrif'd, that he he would 


leapt out of his Bed. The next Morning he find that 
ſent for a Soothſayer, that was ſent out of Ger- S!gn pow- 
many, who being conſulted to give his judg- 15 _ 
ment concerning the Thunder and Lightning, fgead of 
foretold an alteration of Aftairs; and therefore Water. 
after he had heard him he condemr'd 

him to 1 Death. Atter that, having [|gur repreiv/d him till be 
{cratch'd an exulcerated wart that Pimſelf had eſcap'd the _ 


grew upon his Forehead, and perceiv- #4anger.By which means, 
| Domitian being ſoon af- 


ter kill d, the Sooth- 


Six, on purpoſe, inſtead of Five; with a Preſent of Four 


F which was the Hour he moſt dread. P#nder'd Sefterces. 


ed. Upon which, being overjoy'd 
as if the Hanger had been paſt, he made haſt 
athings and care of his Health, ac 


Nan brought 
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brought him a new diſcovery, the Examinati- 
on of which was not to be delayd. Upon 
which the Company being all commanded to 
withdraw, he retir'd into® his Chamber and 
was there immediately ſlain. 
I7. Various are the Reports concerning the 
mannerof the Confpiracy,and the manner of the 
Execution. For the Conſpirators being uncIfie 
and in a diſpute among themſelves when and 
how to attack him, whether in the Bath, or at 
Supper; Stephanns,who was Domitilla's Steward of 
her Revenacs,and at chat time accus'd for having 
cmbez[Þ'd ſeveral Sums of Money, offer'd them 
both his Advice and Affiftance. To that pur- 
poſe for the better avoiding all manner of 1ſuſpi- 
cion, he wore his Arm in a Scarf, ſwath'd up 
in Wooll, as if he had been lame, under which F 
he thruſt a Dagger, againſt the hour appointed. 
Then taking his time, he pretended the diſcove- 
ry of a new Plot, and for that reaſon being ad- 
mitted into the Chamber, while Domitian was 
reading a Paper which he had put into his 
hands, with great horror and aſtoniſhment, he 
{trook the Dagger into his Groin. Which 
done, while Demitian, finding himſelf thus Þ 
wounded, was ftrugling to defend himſelf, F 
Clodianus , Commander of one wing of a | 
Cohort, Maximus, Partheniuss entranchis'daÞ 
Bondman, and Sturizs one of the Overſeers of "Þ 
the Bed-chamber Men, with one of the Prin- # 
Ccipal Gladiators, all ruſh'd in, and with ſeven F. 
Wounds diſpatch*d him quite. But a young Lad, F 
who becauſe he had the care (according to Cu- - } 
 ftom) of the Houſhold Gods that belong'd to the F 
Chamber, was preſent at the Murder, gave this 
farther Relacion ; how that Domitian, 1o _ as F 
| | | 1G F. 
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he had receiv'd his firſt wound, commanded 
him to reach him a Dagger that lay under his 
Pillow ; and to call in help. But that there 
was nothing of the Dagger to be found, ex- 
cept the Hilt ; and that as tor the Doors chey 


were all faſt lockt; ſo that there was no ſtirring 


out. Moreover that the Emperor having long 


n the Ground, where he ſometimes endea- 
vour'd to wreſt the Dagger out of his Hand, 
and ſometimes, with his Fingers all mangPd- as 
they were, to thruſt one his Eyes. He was 
ſlain the Eighteenth of September in the Forty 
fith year of his Age, and the Fifteenth of his 
Reign. His Body was carry'd forth upon the 
common Bier, by the Hackney-Bearers, and 


1 irugghd with Srephanus, at laſt got him down 
pl 


' burnt by Phyllz his Nurſe, in a Country Farm 
' which ſhe had, not far from the City, upon the 


Latin Road. But his Aſhes the privately carry*d 
into the Temple of the Flavian Family, where 


ſhe mix'd them with the Aſhes of F#ia, the 


Daughter of Titus, whoſe Nurſe ſhe had alſo 


18. His Stature was tall, his Aſpe& modeſt, 


| but his Countenance very red; his Eyes were 
| very large, but weak-lighted. He was hand- 


 F ſom and well proportion'd in all his Limbs, ex- 


| cept his Feer, by reaſon of his ſhort and ill 
|. hap'd Toes. Afﬀcerwards he grew Bald, Swag- 


"Y * belly*d,and Goury-icgg'd, though inde: his Legs 


fell away again by reaſon of long lickne!s. He 


FF was ſo taken with the Opinion which the world 


F had of the modetty of his Atpe&t,thar one day he 
F usd this vaunting Expretit 1 in the Senate, Hi 
$ therto you have had the Tryal of my., Heart and of 
F 2 Aſpef?. Yet his baldnefstroubVd him to chat 


Nnz | degree; 
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degree, that he would take ic as an Aﬀeont put : 
upon himſelf if any Man offer*d to call anothe. 
Bald-pate, either in jeaſt or in earneſt. Yet in. 
2 {mall Treatiſe which he dedicates to one of 
his Friends,entitled,Of the care and preſervation 6f. 
the Hair, he inſerted this, as well for his own as 
the Conſolation of his Friend. | 


"Our, 32g; SiO xi yo uaAg5e wins The IF 
 Doſt thou not ſee how fair and tall I am. : 
And yet the ſame Deſtiny attends my Hair wit 
yours ; and I am forc'd with patience to endure m, 
Aged Locks m the midſt of my Youth. But thou 
art to: know, that though there is nothing more grate- 
fi than Beauty, ſo there is nothing of more ſhort 
Continuance. E 

19. He was impatient of labour; ſo that 
he rarely walk'd atoot through the City. Du- 
ring his Military Expeditions, and when he led | 
the Army, he very ſeldom rode a Horſe-back, 
but was generally carry'd in his Litter. He 
car'd not for any exerciſe of Arms, only he 
was extreamly addicted to Archery : Wherein 
he was ſo exquiſite, that People have ſeen him 
kill hunder'ds of ſeveral forts of Wild Beaſts ; 
and fixing his Arrows wirh ſo much arr, into 
their Heads, that at two ſhoots, he would as it 
were ſet a pair of Horns upon a Creature that 
had none. Sometime he would ſet a Boy to 
hold his hand at a good diſtance, with his Fin- 
gers ſpread wide open againſt a Wall, ac which 
he directed his aim with that exactnels, that the 
Arrows palſs'd all between the. ſpaces of the Fin- 
gers withontdbing any-harm to the Boys hand. 

_ -20, All kind of Liberal Studies he negleted 
at 
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put at the beginning of his Reign. Though he 
he; were at vaſt charges to repair the Libraries con- 
tin fum'd by Fire, and to refurniſh them with 
of Books and Copies ſought for far and neer ; and 
2 6f, Snt Amannenſes's to Alexandriato write out anew 
| as fuch as were loſt or had been disfigur'd by the 
. Fire. Nevertheleſs he never gave his mind ei- 
theg to Hiſtory or Poetry ; nor indeed to make 
{7 of his Pen where neceflity requird. - He 
ead nothing but the Commentaries and Acts of 
7 berius Ceſar ; but as for his Epiſtles, Orations 
,it' Ind Edids, he had always his Secretaries both 
o word and write them for him. And yet in his 
hon Diſcourſe and extempore Speeches he was nat 
zte- anelegant ; and had ſometimes alſo many no- 
rt table Sayings: For example, I iſh, ſaid he, 7 
'' were but as handſom as Metius thinks himſelf to be. 
hat | And obſerving a Perſon whoſe Hair was yellow 
2u- | mix'd with grey, quo* he, There goes Snow and 
led | Mead mixt together. | 
ck, 21. He bewaiFd the Condition of Princes 
He as moſt miſerable, who were never believ*d to 
he have diſcover'd a Conſpiracy till they were 
in flain. All his leiſure hours he ſpent in playing 
im | at Dice, even upon Holy-diys and Worky- 
ts; ' days, and in the Morning. He bath'd alſo in 
ito | the day time, and ted plenritully at Dinner. 
it | But at Supper he ſeldom eat more than a Matz- 
act} a Apple, and drank only a ſmall draught out 
| of a Viol. He feafted often and ſplendidly, 
In- | but for the moſt part never fate long at Table, 
ch | never after Sun-ſet, nor did he allow of Mid- 


he | night Debauches. For till Bed-cime he did no- of 
n- | thing but walk alb alone in private. "SY 
|. ; 22, Being greatly addicted to Venery, bs : 


ed call'd Frequent Coition his Bed-wreſftling - as if F 
| | 16 
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 {lain, a Crow is faid to have ſpoken theſe words | 
| in { 
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it had been a kind of Exerciſe. And the re: 
port goes as if he himſelf. would often ſmoott 


the moſt notorious Harlots. When his Brothet* 
Daughter was offer d him in Marriage, he 


| 


*% 


. . . . [ 
and depilate his Concubines, and ſwim amor* © 


o 
4 
- 


would by no means accept of her, as being en- - 


gag'd in Wedlock with Domitilla; but not long 
after, when ſhe was marry'd to another, he de- 
bauſh'd her of his own accord though 7s 
were then alive. But when her Father and 
Husband were dead, he lov'd her with a moſt 
paſſionate Aﬀection, which he own'd before af: 
the World ; inſomuch that after he had got het 


with Child he forc'd her to miſcarry, which? 


* 


was the Cauſe of her death. 


23. After he was ſlain the People ſhew'd bu-'8 


little ſorrow for his death ; but the Soldiers be- 
waiPd him exceedingly, and preſently endea-' 
vour'd to have given him the Appellation of 
Divns ; ready to have reveng'd the Murder, but 
that they wanted Captains to lead them ; which 
however they not long atter did, when they de- 
manded the Aflaflinates to be deliver'd up to 
Juſtice, On the other fide the Senate were ſo 
overjoy'd art his fall, chat in a tull Court while 
every one ſtrove who ſhould be there firſt, they 


T 


a 


[1 


r 


could not forbear reviling him in ſet Speeches 
full of bitter and contumelious Language ; 


ſending him in their Curſes to the Gallows, and 
commanding his Dedicated Shields and Statues 
to be pulPd down before their Faces, and to be 


broken againſt the Stones; and laftly making 


be raz'd out, and the very Memory of him ut- 


Y 
o 


Decrees that all his Titles ſhould Every where | 


ays before he was 


| 
: 
[ 
4 


; 


4 
j 
? 
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ootls the Capitol ; #1 advre xanns, ANN ſhall be well. 
109+ 2r were there wanting ſome who thus inter- 
het? 2ted the Prodiglie. 


he . . . . 
 en- 2uper Tarpelo que [edit culmine Cornix, 
ong E// bene, non potuit dicere ; dixit, Erit. 


g© The Crow ſo late on the Tarpeian Hill, 

1nd All is well, could not ſay ; but ſaid, it will. 

10ſt = | 

.aÞ. is reported alſo, that Domitian ſhould dream 

hefſ.1at a bunch of Golden Fleſh grew out behind 

ich} his Neck ; which he concluded to be a cer- 
'ain Preſage, that the State of the Common- 

»1- wealth would be much more happy and flou- 

a. fiſhing after his Death ; as indeed it fell out in 


-1-A ſhort time, through the Abſtinence and Mode- | 


of ration of the ſucceeding Princes. 
ut. 
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